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What does "saved" mean? 

What "things" bring about salvation? 

Does the Bible contradict itself on the 
subject of salvation? 

Why are there so many ideas about 
how to become saved? 

Which saves us, faith or works? 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



Are Y ou Saved? 
By PAUL WELUNGTON 

W· BILE WAITING in the assembly hall of 
. a small Midwestern college in 1946, 

I struck up a conversation with a young 
Protestant minister on the subject of reli· 
gion. Each of us was interested in the 
other's viewpoirit-so we talked for neady 
an hour. We were thoroughly engrossed in 
our subject when we became aware of a 
young woman seated near by listening in
tently to OUf conversation. As we glanced 
at her, she asked, "Are you savedT 

* '* * * * 
This is ~ question frequently asked today 

by members of certain Christian organiza
tions. To many this approach to the sub-

. ject of religion is distasteful. In this mod
ern age there seems to bl;! a touch of self
righteous piety surrounding the individual 
who asks this question. 

Reorganized Latter Day Saints are abJ .. 
to understand those who are concerned for 
the worth of souls and know the redemptive 
power of the gospel. We try to be con-

. siderateof their views, fot we have often 
been misunderstood. 
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DEFINITION OF SALVATION 

What did the young lady mean by her 
question? 

There are several/ossible meanings de
rived from the wor "saved." Webster's 
dictionary gives this theological definition: 
"delivered from the bondage of sin and its 
consequences; redeemed; ransomed or liber
ated as from captivity or obligation; es
pecially by the atonement of Christ." 

Many shades of meaning are derived from 
this definition by Christian denominations. 
Some imply salvation as being a condition 
of liberation from the result of sin (which 
is' death, according to Romans 6: 23). If 
this is all that is implied by the term "sal
vation," then Reorganized Latter Day Saints 
believe that all men are saved-regardless 
of the type of life they live (I Corinthians 
15: 22), because future life is promised the 
whole human race. However the important 
thing to consider is the kind of a future life 
it shall be. 

Many use the terms "saved" and "con
verted" synonymously, thereby implying that 
being saved is a condition of having been 
converted to Christ-of having accepted him 
as their personal Savior. If that is what 
saved means, then Reorganized Latter Day 
Saints believe they are saved. 

Others feel that conversion to Christ 
brings them into a condition of perfection 
in which they are incapable of committing 
sin again. This condition they call salva
tion. Reorganized Latter Day Saints do not 
2-
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recognize con.version as bringing about an 
immediate condition of perfection. They 
feel they are. still capable of erring and 
committing sin. They do, however,· expect 
that such perfection can be attained through 
growth under the tutelage of Christ's per
sonal ministry. 

They think of the elements of salvation 
as including a condition of having endless 
life with or in the near proximity of Christ 
or God. It is usually thought of as being 
a condition of future lik They also see 
different degrees of salvation, dependent 
upon the spiritual quality achieved in this 
life. 

THINGS THAT SAVE 

Even if and when all Christians reach the 
viewpoint of Reorganized Latter Day Saints 
on· the definition of salvation, there lies a 
need of reaching agreement on the things 
necessary to bring about that condition. All 
Christians have practically the same Bible 
(same original source) and find practical1y 
word for word the same writings concern
ing salvation. Yet individual interpretations 
of each passage vary considerably. 
. Probably all Christians hold the following 
Scriptures as containing essential truths in 
the concept of salvation: 

John 8: 31~saved "if ye continue in my 
,word" 

Acts 4: 12-saved by "Christ" 
I Corinthians· 21-saved by "foolishness 

of preaching" 
I Corinthians 15: 1, 2-saved by "gospel" 
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II Corinthians 7: lO-saved by "godly 
sorrow working repentance" 

II Timothy 3: 15-saved by "holy scrip
tures making thee wise" 

Hebrews 5: 9-saved by "obedience" 
James 1: 21-saved by "engrafted word 

[gospel]" 

I John 1: 7-saved by "walking in the 
light" 

But a number of other scriptural quota
tions concerning salvation are now the basis 
of quite divergent views among people. 

Latter Day Saints believe that Hebrews 
6: 1, 2 (Authorized Version) summarizes 
the essential beginnings of salvation: 

"Therefore leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto per
fection; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, 
and of laying on of hands, and of resur
rectio~ of the dead, and of eternal judg
ment. 

This Scripture points out the fundamental 
doctrines of Christ (faith toward God, re
pentance from dead works, baptisms, laying 
on of hands, resurrection of toe dead, and 
eternal judgment) as principles upon which 
one must build in order to go on unto per
fection. Latter Day Saints feel that consistent 
everyday effort to live and improve Chris
tian attitudes and actions is required to ob
tain the perfection spoken of in the Scrip
ture. For those who ao not obtain perfec-
4-
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tion, there is a type or degree of salvation 
commensurate with their spiritual achieve
ments (I Corinthians 15: 41, 42). 

HARMONY OF THE SCRIPTURES TEACHING 

SALVATION 

Reorganized Latter Day Saints believe 
there is complete harmony between the 
teachings of Hebrews 6: 1, 2 and all other 
Scriptures in the Bible on the subject of sal
vation. And they believe it necessary to 
harmonize all these Scriptures if they would 
truthfully present their beliefs to the world 
for careful scrutiny. One of the legitimate 
charges hurled at modern Christianity 'has 
been its insistence upon taking one verse or 
text out of its biblical context and using it 
as the basis for proving a point of doctrine. 
Reorganized Latter Day Saints believe they 
can put their beliefs to the test of any and 
all Scriptures. They believe that if all 
Scriptures concerning salvation are studied 
in their context, they will harmonize with 
others studied in their context. 

A CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF 

INSTRUCTIONS 

When studying a particular Scripture, the 
student must relive the experience in which 
the statement is recorded and evaluate the 
counsel for use in today's world: 

Is the statement general and applicable to 
all people everywhere? 

Or is it directed to a particular person in 
a certain situation? 
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If particular, should it be applied gen
erally? 

Is the statement directed to an adult or. 
to a child? 

Could it or should it apply to b.oth? 
What previous instructions have been 

given on the subject? 

A great error IS often made in reading 
Scriptures by the failure to recognize a 
chronological order of happenings and in
structions in any life situation. In .real life 
we recognize it. For instance, if a henpit 
suddenly appeared in a community and for 
the first time became aware of the custom 
of marriage, he might ask, "What do I do . 
to get married?" The reply to him would 
probably be, "Why, first you must find a 
woman who will love you and agree to 
marry you!" Then he would have to be 
given additional instruction (as he needed 
it) to eventually culminate the marriage. 

A similar situation was met frequently by 
Christ and his disciples in their' real life 
situations with the Jews and Gentiles who 
made contact with Christianity for the first 
time. Often the question was raised: "What 
must I do to be saved?" And as each situa
tion differed, so did the reply differ, depend
ing upon the degree of understanding held 
by the new prospect. Notice the answer 
given in the following situations in response 
to the degree of understanding .the . hearer , 
had: . 

1. Acts 16: 25-40 records Paul'and Silas' 
encounter with a jailer. This beuig .the jail-
6-,- . 
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er's nrst experience with such great Chris
tian power, he was unlearned in the teach
ings of the Christ. So, in response to his 
question, "What must I do to be saved?" 
the first logical instruction to give to him 
was "Believe on the .Lord Jesus Christ." 

. You ·will note in verses 32 and 33 that Paul 
and· Silas talked to the jailer and his fam
ily at greater length and culminated his talk 
by baptizing them. The Bible does not 
record the rest of the teachings of that hour, 

· but apparently belief on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.was explained more fully-to the ex
tent that the jailer and his family saw the 

· need of taking further action in their jour
. net toward perfection. 

. 2. Acts 2 tells of the experience of the 
day of Pentecost after Christ's death, resur
rection, and ascension. On this day the dis
ciples experienced many miraculous spirit
ual . gifts. Many non-Christians witnessed 
the'occasion; and in verse 37 it is recor<,ied 
that many asked Peter: "What shall we 
do?" Peter's reply was, "Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name .of 

· Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
Why did he not say, "Believe on the Lord 
JesUs Christ"? Because they already did! 

_ The spiritual experiences they had witnessed 
that day and the words they had heard had 

.. already convinced them of the authenticity 
of Jesus Christ. So it was a logical and 
chronological order of instructions that was
given them. 
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OMISSIONS, NOT REPUDIATIONS 

The chronological giving of instructions 
can be traced through all the accounts con
cerned with the subject of salvation .. The 
doctrines of faith toward God, repentance 
from dead works, baptism (water and Holy 
Spirit), laying on of hands, resurrection of 
the dead, and eternal judgment are all im
portant beliefs and practices in attaining 
salvation and perfection. Sometimes this 
continuity of teaching may not seem to be 
recorded clearly in the Bible; but when it is 
studied thoroughly, its completeness will ap
pear. The exact wording may be absent, 
but the meaning is there. (Note the fol
lowing: Mark 16: 1,5, 16-repentance im
plied in term "gospel"; Acts 3: 19-the 
word "converted" is a widely inclusive word; 
I Peter 3: 21-Peter speaks to already-con
verted Christians; Acts 9: 17-the account 
of Paul's conversion.) 

FAITH VERSUS WORKS 

Apparently divergent views of salvation 
by faith and works exist today based on the 
following New Testament Scriptures: 

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God; not of works, lest any man should 
boast."-Ephesians 2: 8, 9. 

"Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your 
8-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



own salvation with fear and trembling."
Philippians 2: 12. 

Today's views come from a misunder
standing of the counsel given by the church 
leaders to the disciples of that day. This 
misunderstanding again comes through the 
failure to' take into consideration that a 
Scripture must be kept in its setting. One 
must consider to whom the counsel is di
rected, what its historical background is, 
whether it is general or particular counsel, 
if there has been previous instruction, or 
more, complete instruction given later in the 
same situation. 

There really is no conflict between the 
views expressed in the Scriptures just 
quoted. Both views are correct! People are 
saved by faith,' and people are saved by 
works! In fact, there are others who are 
saved ,without either. 

A look at the life-cycle of man will help 
illustrate when such conditions of salvation 
are possible: 

(1) Jesus recognized a condition of sal
vation in the lives of children as he said, 
"of such is, the kingdom of heaven." If a 
child fails to reach an age of accountability 
(age of being responsible for recognizing 
right from wrong) he is not condemned for 
the impossibility of gaining faith in Christ 
or accumulating works. Here is a condi
tion in which neither faith nor works are 
a determining factor in salvation. .A child, 
in death, is without sin and receives a type 
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of salvation. (He will undoubtedly· in a 
future life receive faith for a more complete 
salvation.) . 

(2) A person of accountability is held 
responsible for his acts. He must make a 
choice when presented a knowledge of 
Christ. He must accept or reject him and 
his teachings. If he accepts the Christ, he 
is promised remission of his sins through 
following the instructions given as necessary 
to express this acceptance: (a) expressing 
faith in Christ; (b) being truly repentant; 
and (c) being baptized. This promise is 
recorded in Acts 2: 38, 39: "Repent and be 
baptized everyone of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." Such 
obedience to the instructions bring with· it 
a condition of salvation (Mark 16: 15, 16): 
This is salvation brought about by an ex
pressive faith in Christ and his teachings.· 
Through the grace of God, Christ was given 
to the world; through faith in this Christ 
comes salvation. 

(3) Following conversion, man still 
finds the necessity of making choices. He 
discovers himself in error and sin at times. 
He realizes as did the Apostle Paul: <'When 

. I would do good, evil is present with me. 
For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man: but I see another law in my· 
members, warring against the la~ . of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members.",..,
Romans 7: 21-23, Authorized Version, So 
Paul and other leaders of early. Christianity 
10-
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emphasized the necessity of developing 
work habits to overcome the "sin wbich 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us." 
Paul says again, "We, then, as workers to
gether with him beseech you also that ye re
ceive not the grace of God in vain." Then 
he lists the important acts which keep this 
grace from becoming vain (II. Corinthians 
6: 1-10). 

The Apostle Peter emphasizes: "Give 
diligence to make your calling and election 
sure; for if ye do these things ye shall never 
fail; for so an entrance shall be ministered 
unto you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ."-II Peter 1: 10, 11. 

A LIVE FAITH 

It is to the converted . Christian that the 
instructions to achieve salvation by works 
are given. For he may fall if not zealously 
engaged in good works. "Wherefore, my 
beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as 
in my presence only, but now much more in 
my absence, work out your own' salvation 
... "-Philippians 2: 12. "Faith, if it 
hath· not works, is dead, being alone . 
Seest· thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by works was faith made per
fect? . . . For as the body without the spirit 

. is -dead, so faith without works is dead 
also."-James 2. 

It is to the unconverted prospect, or re
cently converted Christian looking in ret· 
rospect, that the instruction to achieve ~-
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vation by faith is given." "HeJjc~ 
Lord Jesus Christ. and thou' shalt, 
-Acts l~; 31. "For by grace, are 
through faith; ana that not of 
it is the gift of God." -:-Hphesian~ 2:, 

It'is to the unaccountable human: 
and probably mentally retardf!d 
Christ speaks as" he recoJ}hized 
tion and freedom from sm without 
pression of faith or works. ' 

... • lie •• 

"Let us go on unto perfection" is 
advia: f(}r the aggressive ~~n 
salvation complete. This" adJ1lOJ1)1tlOJ1.,: 
corded in HeDrews 6 UIt.u""uy.';" 

to overcome the feeling of 
Salvation is the end resulto£ all 

"at its best! "He that shall 
end, the same shall be saved:~-JM.aI~J£ 
13. 

. .... '" .' 
Tracts on other interesting and 

jew inay be obtained by writing' 
folder to- ' . 
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