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History of the Reorganization of the
€hureh of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Salnts;

Deing a brief statemcnt of lhe principal fuct’ connecled
wilh its rise and early progress, {ogether with the prin-
eiples underlying it, o which distinguishes it from
the various factions whick have arisen umony the Lal-
fer Day Saints.

CHAPTER 1.

Having already shown, in the History of
the Apostasy, that the church esteblished
on April 6th, A, D. 1830, was “rejected,”
digsolved or disorganized, in accordance
with the threatening, and that the body, or
larger portion of its members were soatter-
ed abroad ; some eniering into one faction,
and some another; while perhaps the great-
er number stood aloof from all; it now re-
maing io show how, when, where, and by
what means and aulbority it has been reor-
ganized and veinstafed in the sight of
heaven, in its origiual form and power.

The original organization -began on the
Gth day of April, 18530, was the work of
years, by commondment, after a patiern.
The Reorganization must needs be by a
commandment also, -and by the same pat-
tern. Itamaybe safely assumed that no im-
portant reliiﬁous movement ocours without
an iospiration that constitutes iis life and
power; and this is rue of the renewsl of
{he work and {he bringing forth of the Re-
organization.

In the general digorder and darkness that
prevailed from the death of Joseph Sniith,
here and there nppeared a glesin of light
and hope,—a manifestation of the Spirit
ihat all wos not lost, but that *truth should
yel prevail’”’ Many ran “to and fro” in
the character of prophets, leaders and
shepherds; and knowledge certainly in-
creased; bul {oo often at greant expense Lo
the learner, withoul a corresponding benefit,
Amongthese appenred William Smith; who,
in the spring of 1850, ealled & Conference,

at Covinglon, Kentucky; from which time |

he visited many of the branches and seat-
tered Saiuts, teaching **linen] priesthood ™
asapplying to the Presidency of the Church;
and thus disposing of all pretenders alveady
arvisen, or o rise out of the postevity of the
original President of the Chureh. This prin.’
ciple, though preity clearly shown in the
books, hed been almost entirely overlooked,
or forgoticn by the Saints; but when their
attention was thus calied to it, many at once
received it ag the solution of the guestion of
“Presidency.” Wm. Smith taught glso, in
connection with this, that it was his right,
as the only éurviviug brother of the former
President, und uncle (nnd natural guardian),
of the seed of Joseph, to stand, during the
enierim, a8 President, pro tem.  And in this
there scomed o general aequiescence on the
parl of the Saints among whom he labored;
&nd he was 80 acknowledged, and began to

o

arganize, choosing Lyman Wight and Aaron
Hook as Counselors, pro fem. to the Presi-
dent, pro tem., and Joseph Wood as Counselor
and spokesman. Many branches, and near-
ly all the Saints in Nor‘tha‘rn Illinois and
Southern Wisoconsin were identified wilh
this movement, and among them was enjoy-
ed o large measure of the spiritual gifis.
During the spring and- summer of 18461,
Palestine, in Lee County, Illinois, had been
designaled ns a stake, and become the resi-
dence of Wm, S8mith, Wood, Hook and oth-
ers; and the two former had visited most of
the branches in Wisconsin, among which
wad the one at Beleit, Rock County, Wis-
consin., This branch was originally raised
up by the labors aud ministry of Jason W.
Briggs, in 1848, who was their presiding
Elder at the lime of this movement. In all
their public discourses, and most of their
private instructions, they bhad uniformly
oondemned all the excesses known {o exist
among the different factions, and especially
polygamy, wilh all its train of pre-requi-
sites and consequencea. But in the course
of their visit it transpired, that they mot
-enly balieved in {he prineiple.of g.plurality
of wives, but were Teally in the practice of
it stealthily, and under the strongest vows
of secresy. This oreated in some minds a
terrible conflict between faith and infidelity.
The cade was this, here were these men
ministering in the name of the Lord; bap-
tism and the laying on of hands; and the
gifts of the Spirit in prophecy, tongues, in.
terpretation, heo.lings,'&o., followed accord-~
ing to tho promise; and now it turned out
that thoy had been, and still were, double
tongued, and practicing what the booka de-
clars ‘an abomination.” The proof that
such was the character of the men at the
time, was full and positive; ‘and at a
conference held at Palostine, in Ootober 6th
of that year, (1801), they threw off the
magk, in & council oalled to Priests’ Lodgs,
snd confessed to (he belief and prac-
tice of polygamy in the name of the Lotd.
Among those who ntlended that conference
were James Dlakeslee, Alyas Smith, Edwin
Cadwell, C. F, Stiles and E. R. Briggs, of
Iliinois; and Jra J. Patien, David Iowell,
Henry Lowe, John Harrington, John O’Neit
and J. W. Briggs of Wisconsin, The Latter
named, upon returning to his home, per-
plexed with thie intermingling of truth and
falsehioed; of righi and wrong; light and
derkness, sought unto God for its solution,
in fervent and conlinued prayer, And—

“While pondering in my heart the situa-
tion of the Church, en the 18th day of No-

vember, 1851, on the prairis, about {hres

miles northwest of Beloil, Wisconsin, the
Spirit of the Lord came upon me, and the
visions of truth opened to my mind, and the
Spirit of the Lord said. unto me, *Verily,
verily, saith the Lord, even.Jesus Christ,

unto his servant, Jazon W. Driggs, concern-
ing the church:—DBehold, T have not cast ofl
wy people; neither have I chnnged in re-
gard to Zion. Yea, verily, my people shall
be redeemed, and wmy law phall be kept
which I'revealed unio my servant Joseph
Smith, Jr., for I am God and not man, and
who is he that shall turn me from my pur-
pose, or destroy whom I would preserve?
Wolves have entered into the flock, and who
shall deliver them ?  YWhere is he that giv-
oth his life for the flock? Behold, I will
Jjudge those who call themselves shepherds,
and have preyed upon the flock of my pas-
tures. And because you have asked me in
faith concerning Willism Brith, this is the
nnswer of the Lord thy God concerning him.
I, the Lovd, have permitted him to vepre-
sent the rightfal heir to the presidoncy of
the high priesthood of my Church by reason
of the faith and prayers of his father, and
his brothers, Joseph and Hyrum Bmitb,
which come up before me in his behalf; and
to respect the law of lineage, by which the
holy priesthood is {ransmilted, in all gener-
ations, when orgnuized inle quorums. And
the keys which were taught him by my ser-
vant Joseph were of me, that T might prove
him therewith. And for this reason have
I poured out my Spirit through his minis-~
trations, aceording to the integrity of those
who received them, A
#«But a8 Esau deapised his birthright, so
has William 8mith despised my law, and
forfeited that which periained to him as an
Apostls and High Priest in my Churoh. And
his spokesman, Joseph Wood, shall fall with
him, for they are xejecled of me. - They
shall be degraded in their lives, and shall
die without regard; for ihey have wholly
forsaken my law, and given themselves fo
ail manner of uncleanness, and prostituted
my law and tho keys of power entrusted to
them, 1o the luais of the flesh, and have run
greedily in the way of aduliery., Therefore,
let the Elders whom I have ordained by the
hand of my servant Joseph, or by the hand
of those ordained by him, resist not this
suthorily, ner faint in the discharge of
duty, which is to preach my gospel ns ve~
vealed in the regord of the Jows, and ihe
Book of Mormon, and the Book of Dootrine
and Covensnts; and ery repentance and re-
mission of sins through obedience fo the
gospel, and I will susiain them, and give
them my Bpirit; and in mins own dus time
will I call upon the seed of Joseph Smith,
and will bring one forth, nnd he shall be
mighty and strong, and be shall preside
over the high priesthood of my Church; and
then shall the quorums assemble, and the
ure in heart shall gather, and Zion shall
o re-inhgbited, as I said unto my servant
Jogseph Bmith;—after many days shall ull
these things be accomplished, ssith the
Spirit. Dehold, that which ye received as
my celestial law is not of me, but is the doe-
trine of Baalam. And'I commond you to
denounoe it and proclaim against ity and 1
will give you power, that nonashall be able
to withstand your words, if you rely upon
me; for my Spirit shall attend you.—And
the Bpirit said unto me, Write, wrile, wrile;
—wrile the revelation and send it unio the
Bainta*at Palestine, and at Voree, and at
Waukesba, and 1o all places where this doc-
trine is taughi as my law ;——and whomso-
‘ever will humble themselves before me, and
a8k of me, shall receive of my 8pirit o tes-
timony that these words are of me. Lven
so, Amen.!” R
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History of the: Reorﬁanizatiou of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
) Day Saints;
: OHAPTER IX. )

The foregoing communication wse oom-
mitted Lo wriling on the day it wae reosived,
in accordamoe with the injunction given;
snd on the two following days it was read
1o geveral persons, among whom was David
Powell, H. Lowe and J. Harrington. The
latter raised ap objection founded en ihe 2d
paragraph of seotion 14, and par. 2, ses. 51,
Doclrine and Covenants, that no one save &
prophet, seer, &o., had a right to redeive &
revelation relaling te, or affecting tha whole
Church. This objection bas been constant~
ly urged by thoss of every faction, until this
day; whose inferencs has been, that it was
false. Bome conversaiion occurred in con-
sequence among these brethren, in which it
was also urged in answer io this objectien,
that then the Lord had no right to give such
& rovelation.—The right to give one, imply-
jng the right to receive. The two last
named brethren decided to comply wilh the
promise contained in the last paragraph
of the revelntion, and scek a testimony;-
and reporting what lhey had seenand heard
to a brother and sister, the four agreéd to
Jjoin in peeking a wilness oconcerning it
Thia they did, aod sll four received palis-
factory testimony of its truth, ’

During the remainder of the week it was
noised about smong the Saints thal some-
thing of unusal interest was on fooi, and on
the Bunday following, November 24ib, a
full sitendsnce was had of the Church at
our meeting place, which wae at the house
of Mother Polly Briggs. The branch num-
bered something over thirly members, and
nearly all were present. The presiding El-
der preached as usual, but with unususl
liberty; after which he read to the Chureh
the communication recsived on the Monday
proceding ; and testified that he now saw
light, where darknes had reigned be-
fore. Dut one or two insetsnoes of lavity
and incredulity was manifested. Unusual
solemnily prevailed, aed intense feeling
showed itself in nearly every oountenance.
The meeting coneluded with an appeintment
for the evening ; at the house of Br. John
A, Williams. This meeling was commenced
in the ueual manner, and then declared open
for general consuliation aud testimony. It
soon took the charaoter of an investigstion;
and many faols, relative to the erroneous
teachinga of Wm. Hmith and Wood were

~brought cul. Ample opportunity for any

to defend ihem was given, which wes at-,

tempted by one or twg; after whioh an ex-
pression of senliment respeoting these men
was suggested, and & motion made and duly
seoonded to withdraw the hand of fellow-

ship from them. The vote was almoat
unsnimous jn.lbe affirmative; only iwo vot.,
ing against it. e

The next few days wan ocoupisd by seve-
ral brethren and sisters, in copying the
commurication snd sending it to all the pla-’
ces named ; and subsequently to all plxméai
known to them where plurality of wives or
polygamy had been taught se s ocelestial
law. Shortly after this  stalement relsative
to the teachings and acts of Wm, Smith and,
J. Wood, signed b} several of the members
of ihe Branch, including all its officers, _wab
gent to the peveral branches, including the
one at Waukesha, and brethren Lowe, Ha;--;
rington, Powell and J, W. Briggs, mel at
the houss of {he latter for consultation,
After prayer, the gifis of Loagues, igterpre-
tation and prophecy was received, and in-
creased light given, which determined ihe
sending of Elders Lowe and Harrington to
visit the branches eastward as far as Wau-
kesha;.and then nmorthward to,del:ﬁ?r ihe
foregoing communication and’ statement,
and fo communicate to the Saints in these
regions tha atand taken by the Churoh at
Beloit, and the reasons for it, which was in
effect this: A withdrawil of sonfidence in
any and all organizations and preiended
leaders, or successora to the presidency of
the Churoh, entertaining & belief thal the
true successor of Joseph Bmith would be
hia sldest son, who would in the ‘'due
time" of the Lord be called, io aot in that
oapacity;, and for which we would ‘waii;
and in the meantime preach the gospel,
bapiize and form branches, and nothing
more. Such & posilion it was believed the
only tenable one. And every day, and at
every interview with esoh other, this view
of the oase bacame more apparent, and the
resolution to pursus that oourse became
sironger. Thus imbued, the two Elders
mentioned went oui, and the result was,
wherever they went among- Saints, who
had been misled by one -or another of the
factions which had arisen, they infused the

‘same spirit, and planted, under God, the
‘same hope.

-oslled the Nephi Branch, in Walworth

The branches visited was one

County, one at Vores, and one in Waukesha
County, Wisconsin, David Powell ai first
hesitating, to adopt sthe same course with
the rest at the time)wrote & leiter of in-
quiry to William Smith, asking explana-
tions. Tho answer, &s constituting the first

-studied atiaok upon ihe position assumed

by the Baints in Wisconsin relative to the

1

presidency, is here given.

“PALASTINE BraRE OF ZioN,

e . “Deo. 25th, 1851, :

i ‘#¢Brothér Powell.—I have concluded to'
. spend my Christmas -in writing you a few

lines. As io questions in regard to my’
right of standing &8 Joseph’s successor, I

,roply, In my first step in acting a# the re-
presentalive of Joseph's son, the msiter was-
_notmade plain to me thenas it powis. The
increase of light begsn emsll at first, and so
inoreased by degrees until the full right of
'my suthorily wes made known by revela.
, lion. Bomething over two years ago, or
thereabout, it may not be so long ; by refer-
enge to the record 1 can ascertsin the time
exdot. By referonce to the enclosed draw-
ing, you will gel the idea perfeotiy, No. 1
in old Father Smith bolding the Patriarchy
“ordaining his seven sons, Alvin, Hyrum,
Joseph, Samuel, Ephraim, William and D.
- Qarlos.. On the second line, No. 2, you will
" gse that the places for six of the song are
blank, all being dead but William, who now
stands as the only head of the Church, hold-
ing the patriarchy, and also the only person
now représentiog the old patrisrch, Father
Bmith, - This of course makes William
Bmith the successor of Joseph Smith. Also
on the third line, Neo. 8,'is William's son,
ordiining Joseph's and Hyrum's posterity.
And as none of these are ordained ns yet,
who shall preside over Lhe Church of God
but William Smith, who was ordained be-
fore Joseph's death, Prophet, Sser, Revela-
tor and Translaior; thus keeping up a reg-
“ular ohain of priesthood, as yqu see in the
drawing. On line No. 2, you wiil ese Wil-
liam ordaining his son as his puccessor in
office. It is in Lhis manner my inheritance
is preserved unto my children, and ithus an-
swering to the gevelation I have received of
1ate on the sabject, Bhould William have
no son, he would have power 1o ordain one
of Joseph’s eons, provided one of them cama
forward and claimed rights. But should
William have & sonm, or sons, the right of
Patriarchy, notby expediency, but by law,
rests in his family,—a stream cau never
rige higher than ils fountain, consequentiy
Joseph’s children, (nor Hyrum’s, nor any
of the brothers), oan not preside over Wil-
llams, nor over his sons, The question is
sgain, Is the building greater than the
builder? Neither Joseph nor Hyrum or-
dained their sons, and no one can ordain
them now bui William, or his (William's)
sudoessor In office. To this you will add,
the position takes sway rights from Joseph's
children, and alse from Hyrum's ohlidren.
To this L reply it does not. For they have
no right of office in the Churoh, no more
than Tom, Dick or Harry; not until they
have been ordained, It is the prissthood
aftor the order of Melokigedee, which ia af-
ter the erder of the Son of God, that is
hended down from Father to Son; not the
offices of Prophet, Palriarch, Apostle, High
Priest, Elder, Priest, Teacher, and Deacon.
This is the error of Jason, [J, W, Briggs],
86 well 88 many others that have fallen.
They do not make the proper distinction
belween the orders of priesthood, (there be.
ing two orders, the Aaronic and the Mel-
chisedao; ses sec. 8, on Priesthood), and
the different offices of theae two priesthoods.
The onpxr of priesthood, (not ofices), ia
handed down ffom father to son. - The offi-
cers are ordained by those holding suthor-
ity, as the Holy Qhost shall direol; see sec.
2, par, 12, page 96. Bul the two orders of
grlenlhocd, meaning the Aaronic and the
{elohisedea, is handed down from father
to son, aooording to the flesh, &e., &0, A
great ado is made over the blessing put up-
on Joseph’s posterity. Now read the prom-
ised blessing, revelation of 1841, and you
“will see two things only mentioned; firat,
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an inheritanop..for, Joseph’s. ghildren .jn
the Nauvoo” hduse ' skoond; the blass %
upon Joseph'siBead thit his chj dreiag i
be bleased as Abrahim’s sepd wag, “And to
all this I have not the least bbjestion. Ths
Nauvoo House is not finishdd yet, aud o, ;
proapeots that it ever will be, st least not
for many yexra—to come: ~And- then-you—
will discover by the drawing, that should
the time-over coms that-Joseph’s ohildren,
or ¢hildren’s ohildren, desired a placeinn
the ehurch of Qod, the suthority to ardain
them 14 the VarioWk biices i the Thufch ja,
preserved unto, William Bmith and s pos-,
lorily forever. - 1¢ is in this way you wiill,;,
disoover thal the promise madg e, Jossph s
fulfilled upon the head of his posterity; be::
ing. ordsined ons au Elder, one an High
Priest, and 8o on;, holding a right of priest-,
hood, {not of oﬂine;%. scoording to.the flegh,,
1f the right of olfice, as;Jaacn affirms, is
handed down from father io son, then Jo-
geph would have four prophets in his fam.-
ily, and. Hyrum.thres patriarchs; 1and,
Samuel two High Priests, and D, Carlog
none; his children being girls, . Buk Paul
saye, ‘Not all apostles, not all nmpheta;’-
consequontly it is tha erder, of priesthood.
that is the .inherilance, and not the grades:
of office, a8 I have proviously stated, . Jason
makes an utter great blunder on the apokes-;
manship., No priesthood ig taken from Hy-.
rum’s. children; it is the office of spokes-
man conferred on Br, Wood. Jason makes
another brush.at-the order, by placing the
spokesman of the prophet in front, and
Christ on the right hand of the Father:
Will Jagon tell us where Brother Wood [Jo-
seph Wood] will be seated after his work
is done? .And as to cerlain paris of that
ocelestinl law, il was referred to future gen-
erationd, . 1f Brother Wood has done wrong,
Jason should have given him the exient of
the rule, if he repents,—Read rovolation of
February, 1881, sec..13, par. 7; consequent-
1y, Jason’s revelation to cut off, is prema«
ture. Without applying the rule I how-
ever deny all such oharges. «God is on our
side. | ... Wn. 8nyra, President.”, .
That ¢'celestial Iaw'* referred ‘to’ by Wil
linm, is & pretendad révelation o his, sirth!
orizing polygemy, apportioning the number
of wives acodrding to grade .of office in
the Church, from half » dozen ‘Lo ‘sayeral
hundred.: It repudiated Genlild martiages:
1 have seen it, and of course knoy what, it
contained, - .
Even bafors this letler was received, Br.
Powell kad heaitlly entersil ints thé coin-
pact to work for the reatoration of the ori-
ginal faith of the Latier Day. Baints, s
taughl in the books; and walt upon God {n
roespeot to the “presidency.” - L
Letters having been sent to the Saints, st
Beloil, (at one time oalled ths Lehi Branch,
but at this time called the Néwark Branch),
from Wm., Smith, denying that which had
been charged upon him in the counsel of
Novembér 24th, and stigmitiziig them és
slanderous, and éontaining the proceedings
of & counoil at Palastine, on December 34,
1861, (near Amboy, Lee County, 1linois),
at which J. W. Briggs was cut off, &0. Thin
called out tho siatement from the mombers
of the branch; from which we extract the
following: Lot
“We, the undersignéd members of the
Lehi Branch of the Church of ‘Jesus Christ
of Liniter Day Saints, in Rock County, Wis-
consin, having’ withdrawn all fellowshlp
from Wm. Smith nad Joseph Wood, we deem
it our dufy to wirn and foréwarn all men,
snd especially ail Saints, of their wiles.
For from our soquaintance we know, in

- B T N T

== -
hem guilty of teachings &nd praclices
bghinst j}bnﬁtf‘ and byspitality, violating

: hevein§ both the Iaw of ffod and min,+—base
“ntid hypooritioal beyond any with wliom we
have had the misfortune to be noquainted.”

 memberg of the branch, including sil its
-1852, 3. W, Briggs visiled the branches

- tith the movement, and on February 16th,
“the foregoing atalement in fill, was read to
;the branch &t Wiikesha and the following
_aolion taken: P e
“#Renolved that this branch do fully son-
cur-in the above statement. Albert Whits,
presiding elder; .Henry Moon, clerk of
Branoh., Waukesha, Wis,, February 16th,
18562, - R ' ‘
" Relurning to Beloit, Bf. Powell called
“upon J. W. Brigys, with & letter from Honry
H. begm, living near Yellowstone, Lafayetie
Cdin;iy. Wisoonain, where & branch hsd
been raised up by Zenas H. Gurley and H.
P. Brown, who scknowledged James J.
. Birang, where Bf. Gurley then resided.
Upon bonsiiltation it was agreed that s let-
tor should be wrliten to those two brelhren,
and on the 19th of February Br. Powell
started to vinit them, and carried the letter
| and 3 oopy of the oolamunioation of Novem-
ber 18th,

_ @le Meswenger,

" JasorR W, Briaes - -

EDITOR.

1;:, This stgtement rwas! digned. by éleven .
officers,.,., About ihe tenihy of Fehtuary, .

[ adAtWd}d) Who -had how' bpdome idehtifiad

erned by law and éomrhor sense justice,
rather than technicalities,-ithe loop.holes
made of discovered for the benefit of high
blood scoundrels,—and thus build them.
gelves o lasting monument in the memory
of the generations to come, instead of their
Withéring and matiteéd curse, and combine
to crush out the “twin relic of barbarism,”
that serpent-like has'its poisonous fangs
fastened wupon the vitals of Utsh soclety,

-THE revival of the “Utali Chipél Fond” is .

o legitimate ehristian effort, and the séver.
al responses to ‘thé appeal for it already
shows the missionary spirit is alive. To
those who have written us to say, “We will
Lielp,” we say, God bless you.”

Taz nest Messenarr will contain such
informstion and suggestions as will enable
all who are willing to aid, (and who is not?)
in the rearing of a monument to themselves,
and s standing witness agatnat. spiritual
wickedness in high places, to do 80§ mean.
while “lay up in store as the Lord hath
prospered you,” for the good work, -

o
g > g

Pre-Existence and Transmi-
. gration.

Perhaps the most palpable refutation of
the theory of pre-existence, is the tranami-
gration notion whioh it involves. .If we by
veason of faithfulness in a pre-esistent, or
sifirgt estate,” are rewarded with this sec-
ond probation in tabernacles of flesh | how
naturel is the idea that faithfulness in this,
our d estate,’ will entiile us to enter

* 8alt Lake City, December, 1875.

Tae Utah guestion that is now absorbing
the attention of the publie, is by no meand
s religious one only, though it includes re:
ligion. It is more than that; it is a ques:
tion of humanity. Itincludes every propo
sitlon affecting humen soclety, It Is sn
open war upon an unprincipled clique of
ungodly and unmanly creatures, who, like
leeches, live and thrive only upon the life's
blood and liberty of society.. :

- There ig in this guestion the strongest
incentives-to the moralist, the philanthro.
pist and statesman, a5 well as the Christian,
to enlist and work for God and humanity.
Missionary societies would do well to sus.
pend operations in foreign lands, where the
heathenism consists only of vagaries and
absurdities, and concentrate their efforts
upon Utah heathenism, that adds atrocity
to these same vagaries and shsurdities;
where human worship and human sacrifice
arc taught and practiced. The philanthro.
pist might forego his visitations to isolated
victims of mieery and degradation, and en-
gage in a wider fleld; -where whole com-

duties; where the emacinted intellect,even
of adults, accepts the balderdash of a bloat-
ed and blasphemous ecgotist, as the “word,
of Almighty God.”* And the statesman may
well cease his““salary grabbing” end “Cred-

“natural dignity,” and turn their attention
to the establishing & republican govern.

pa;t, and from relisble evidenos, believe

ment in Utah, bud a judiciary that is gov.

munitiés are being reared in the most.ab.
ject jgnorance of their. own rights and.

it Mobilier* schemes and bluster about’

-8 third, in the name manner; and per oon-

ssquence & fourth, and so on without limit;
and this is transmigration, or Mr, Orson
Hydo’s ¢*baby resurrection'’ scheme, of
which it is said, when spread out in all its
tgranduer’” and ‘‘sublimity," Joseph 8mith
remarked, * There is but one fault that I
ges in it,—tihat is, it iz nor TRUN,” Oh,
says & belisver in pre-esistence, I do not
belisve in transmigration.” But does not
the principle of the one apply equally to the
other? Probalionary pre-cxistencs implies
o reward for well-doing, and if that reward
is the taking another probalion, an infant
tabernacle, thug pinching out all the sense,
or knowledge acquired in the first; then
does it not follow, that having found the
msthod by which rewards are given, are we
not bound to adhere to that principle rela-
tive to rewards for faithfulness hers, and
look -for a re-appearance of those, depart-
ing, as a shock of corn fully ripe, in-ihe
form of & new germ of corn, or a new-horn
babet The difficulty is no greater in the
one cage than the other. :
The chief objeot had by the first props

gators of the pre-existence theory was to
establish in that supposilious slate, the
family relations. And having assumed the
one the other followed, and rendered plaus-
ible the siatement that, “when Adam came,
or migrated, inté this world, he brought
one of his wives with him,” and this bring-~

ing only one, implies leaving one or wmere . ~

behind; so polygamy is established on just
ad firm o hasis a8 pre-existence tself. What
s pitty for polygamisle that Adam did not
bring a couple of his wives at least; and.go
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Histery of the Reorganization of the
-Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Sainls,—Cusr. HIL

The resulls of DBr. Powell's mission is
_given in his own words in o letler io0 J. W,
Briggs, a8 follows:

“When I found Dr. Desm, he did net
fight your letter or revelation, as he was
evidently tired of Sirang’s rule, ns he was
hunling up ieslimony about the one-eyed
prophet, but fell in with it. Then we coun-
seled what was the best way lo save Dr.
‘Gurley and the branch ke presided over,
from the evils of Strangism. Koowing he
bad great influence in the braneh, we
thought proper to labor with him privately,
and on February 204 we went fo see him
“and laid the matter before hiwn as plain as
we ¢ould; but be could not see it as we did.
We went to work digging, (Br. Gurley was
engaged wilk a Br. Newkirk also in mining),
cloge by, and eaw him almost every day for
two weeka; atill ho did not yield the point.
At length T hecame impatieni, and wenl (o
Br. Gurley and told bim if be did not go to
preaching and expose Sirangism, I would
do it. His reply was, ‘If you do, I will
give you an all-to-pieces whipping.’ I
said, *My sboulders are broad and I had
rather taks your whipping than fo go away
snd nol warn 1he people.’ Ile wenl with
mo back where I bad left Br. Denm; and
finally, before 1 left him, be promised me
he would gel his Book of Doctrine and
Covenants and go to preaching lineal priest-
hood. Oun theas conditions I left bhim, and
went to Wingville, where I found Br. John
Cunuaingham, Andfromibereto Potosiand
British Hollow, in Grant Counly, {Wiscon-
gin). whers I found Br. Samuel Blair, and
Br. Ethan Griflith. The result was, they
all came into the church; and T returned
to Yellowetone about the first of June. And
Br. Gurley bad turned the whole branch.
He did not lose s member, and there was
greant rejoicing in the branch, o think that
God was going to cell upon one of the seed
of Joseph Swmith. I was then on my way
back to Beloit, to atlend the first Confer-
ence beld by the Reorganized Church; if
you remember Dr. Gurley came with me.
Yours in the faith of the gospel,

#Davip Powernr.”

This interval between Br. Poweil's de-
parture from ihe Yellowstone Brauch, about
April Gth, and bis return about the first of
Juno, is marked by a compleie revolution
in' the branch, through the joint labors of
Bryn. Denm, Qurley aud Newkirk., It was
in-ibhe family of the latler thaf tho first an-
swers were given through the gifts relative
o the movement going on; which is here
gives in Br. Gurley’s own words,

“A few days after we bad entered into
this covenant, while Br. Newkirk was in
secrst prayer, the Holy Spn‘x! rested upon
him; be arose and epsks in tongues, and
nlarled bomeward. apenking in tongues and
praising God. His wife heard bim, and
met bim, and shortly afierward she recexved
the same gifl and blessing. Thede gifts

were the first fruits of the reformation,” (in
that branch.)

In speaking of an outpourmg of Lhe
Bpirit a few daye after this, in which his
own family were partakers, he says;

©1t uppeared to me thal the entire room
was filled with the Holy Spirit. Shorlly
after I requested them all to join with me
in asking the Lord to tell us who the aue-
cessor of Joseph Smith was? Tfelt anxious
to know, that I might bear a fuithful teati-
mony. Wespenl a foew moments in prayer,
when the Holy Spirit declared, ‘The suc-
ceasor of Joseph Smith is Joseph Smith, the
gon of Joseph Smith, the prophet; it is his
right by lineage, aaith tbe Lord your God.’”

Immedialely after this, Br. Qurley writes
a letter to J. W, Brigge io the fuliness of
Liz joy, in which he mays, “*Wa have re-
ceived evidenmce of your revelation,’ and
proposed thot we should call & conferenoce
to meet on the firsl of June. Afler some
correspondence with different branches, it
was geltled to meet in conference on the
12th of June, at the Newark Branch, in
(ke town of Beloil, Wis, The Saints in
union with the movement were nolified;
and when the time arrived a goodly num-
ber bad gathered, and gave proof of the
deep rooted gonviction that the hand of the
Lord was upon them to accomplish his own
work ; but the extent of the work was but
imperfcoily sesn. -
conference, however, the law requiriag
“the Elders of this Church” fo meei in
Conference once in three months, or from
time to time, was the warrani; since the
enlire movement from the first wae based
upon ihe rejection of all organizations and
leaders, snd the belief thal God would, *in
his own due lime,”” vaise up asuccessor and
re-establish his Church, which time was
believed to be close at haud.

On the firet and part of the second da.y
of the conference, a general survey of the
gondition of things relative to the Chureh,
ita rejection, snd the numerous false ahop-
herds that had arisen, was taken by Z. H.
Qurley, B, H. Briggs, A. While, D. Powell,
J. W. Driggs, and others, who addressed
the conference. Afler which the following
resolutions were offered, and severally dis-
cusgsed, and unanimously ndopled, to-wif:

Resolved, That ihis Conference regard
the preientions of Brigham Young, James
J. Strang‘ James Collen Brewster, and Wil-
liam'8 Jith and Joseph Wood’s Jomt claima
to tha Jenim‘shlp of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latier Doy Bainis, as an sssump-
tion o power, in violalion of the law of
Qod; and oonsequenlly we disclaim sll
connection and fellowship with them.

HResolved, That the successar of Joseph
fmith, Junior, as the Presiding High Priest
in the Melchisedeo Priesthood, must of ne-

oessity be of the seed of Joseph Bmith, Jun-
ior, in fulfillment of jhe law and promizes
of God.

Reaolved, That ns the office of First Presi-
dent of the Church grows out of the suther-
ity of the Presiding High Priest in the high
priesthood, no person can legally lay claim
to the oflice of First President of the Church,
without & previous ordination to the preei-
dency of the high priesthood.

Resolved, That we recognize the validity

For .the legality of i~

of all legal ordinations in thia Church, and
will fellowship a1l such as have thus besn
ordsined, while acting witkin the purview
of such authority.

Resolved, Thatwebelieve that the Church
of Chiriat, organized on the Gtk day of April,
A.D. 1880, exinis as on that day, wherever
six or more Sainis are organized, according
to the pattern in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenanis.

Resolved, That the whole law of the
Cliurch of Jesus Clrist is contained in the
Bible, Book of Mormon, and Book of Doo-
trine and Covenants.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Con-
forence, there is mo slale to which tihe
Saints on this conlinenl are commanded fo
gather st the present time; but thal ths
Saints on oll othier Jands are commanded to
guther te this land, preparalory to the re-
establishment of (he Chureh in Zion; when
the scattered Saints on this land wnll alao
be ¢ommanded to gatber snd return to Zien,
and to their inberiiances, in fulfillment of
the promises of God; and it is the duty of
the Saints to turn their hearts and their
faces towards Zion, nnd supplicaie the Lord
God for such deliverance.

Resolved, That we will, 1o the extent of
our shility and means, communicate to all
the scattered Sainis the zentiments conlain-
ad in the foregoing resclulions.

Resolved, Thal this Conference believe it
the duty of the Llders of this Church, (who
have baen legu\ly ordnmed), to ory repen£~
sncp and remission of ains to Lhis genera-
lion, through obedience io ihe gospel, as re-
vealed in the record of the Jews, Book of
Mormon, and Book of Doctrine and Cove-
aants, and not faint in- the discharge of

ut;

Aﬂe\: which in purauance Lo ihe Bih reso-
lution, it was molioned, seconded and car-
ried unammously, ihat & commitios of three
be appointed {o write a pamphlet, {based

upon the foregoing resolutions), entitled,
“A Word of Consolation to the Scattered
faints.”” Whereupon FElders Jason W.
Briggs, Zenas I, Gurley, and John IHar-
ringlon were appointed anid committes.

This closed the business of the Confer-
ence, and afier soweldesultory remarks and
exhoriations from Br. Z. H, Gurley and
others, il adjourned on the evening of June
18th, after s session of two days, to meet at
the Yellowstone Branch of the Chureh, in
Lafayelts County, W:sconam, on the 6th of
Qotober following.

The position taken by this Conference
waa, it must be seen, an anomalous one.
All similar nesenmblages or bodies convened
aud acted under iho call of a leader or haad ;
but this acknowledged none. Others were
the reaulls of .8 professed head. This was
a proceding, or preparatory (o an expected
head;. and the cpilbel of being *‘a headless
body’’ was freely cast at the brethren. Yel
to them was visible the tokens of divine
unro, which, Yike the cloud of the size “of &
man's hand” to the sncient prophet, con-

f firmed their failh, that what had been prom-
1‘? would surely be fulfilled, in “'the due

tipe of the Lord.” And they were deter-
ned to wait and prepare for thal ¢‘time.”
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whipping-posts and cat~q'-nine-tails for
heretics, . ) R
It may be proper here to say that it is
probable that errors have got into the Mxzs
SENGER, it is the product of fullible men,
but who nevertheless seck 1o know and to
speak the truth, and the nearest we can
come to this is to speak our convictions of
truth. It is also proper to remind our
readers that error is rampant in the world
and in the Church—christendomn. Not
only 80, but it has broken up and seattered
the Church of the Latter Day Saints, and
conducted the wanderers from shoal to
shoal, from bog to bog, until it has landed
alarge body of its votaries in the “slough of
despond,” whither othier masses are also
tending, from the mere habit of following.
Accepting too much, in the reaclion which
is sure {0 come sooner or later, too much is
re{jected. . In view of which, the only line
of duty visible to us, and the best safeguard
against the encroachments of superstition
and fanaticism, and its ndjunct—_bigotrg
and intolerance—is to speak candidly an
freely our convictions of truth and of right,
and await its fruits, which we do in hope,
that “truth will prevail” - - . . .
_'_—*_,..,*_._—
Mr. Orsox Pratr's attempt to establish a
contrast between the harems of Utak and
the brothels of London and New York,
failed, because of the snmeness of those in-
stitutiong. . .
It is affirmed that at the delivery of the
famous dog sermon, by Orson Hyde, in the
tabernacle, and a show of hands being
called for from all who were willing to be
“Zion’s dogs,” not a woman voted—the
sot holding the priesthood. s
Another persecuting measure; Governor
Lmery, in his message, recommended a
“Free School Bystem® for Utal; and the
passage of a law making “incest a crime,”
and providing for its punishment. '

TeE Rocky Mountain Christian Advocats,
is a new paper, published monthly, in 8alt
Lake City, in the inlorest of the M. B.
Chureh, Rev. G. M. Pierce, editor, from
which we extract the following, and com-
mend its consideration to Latter Day
Saints everywhere: .
“Our fivst article closed with the import-
aunce of suitable church buildings for our
Sunday Schools and congregations to con.
serve labor, o
“Alany have seen the fruit of their toll
blasted, or waasted, when through selfish.
ness, or pure neglect, the ‘society has re.
fused to orise and build: ‘Go forward.!, -
“Pp remain in the private house,” or
school house, is fullure in the end. - This
is true of both home and foreign work.
The Jews had their synsgogues in every
place. Theheathen multiply their temples
on every hund. Their children are almost
reared in their temples, in thie presence of
their gods. i .
“So should the Church of the living God
lzlavc n place for her children, and for wor.
ship.” L

Lo e ek P S

Histery of the Reorgunizatlon of the
Chnreh of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Salnts,—Cuar. IV. .~

_ From the agnference held on June ifth
and 18th, 1852, the work apsimell. jore
atability of charaoter, and & wider range i
its field of Jabors, for by {his Lima the Baints

in Northern Ilinols and Southern Wisconsin

ing an utler dissclulion of their organiza-
tion, the two separaling and sbandoning
~thair {'Siake‘o! Zion,” in Leo -counly, Fli-
nois; and being abandoned by the Saints,
thus fulfilling the prediction respeoling the
consequences of iheir rejection. During
the summer many additions were made (o
the Churoh. Tho Elders coming in contact
with nearly all the various schisms against
whom they had so distinctly pronocunced in
the resolutions of the oonfersnop, Mann-
while & pamphlet had been prepared by the
committee, more olearly defining the posi-
tion oocupied, aud st the meeling of the
conferenoe, as per sdjournment, on October
6th, 1862, & much larger aitendance was
had than in the June previous. Thero had
been some questioning in regard to u pre-
siding sulborily, very naturslly suggested
by the faot of holding a general conference.
It had been suggested to ignore all ordina-
tions or pretended ones, above ilist of an
Elder, and appoint a president for ons year
from among the Elders; and this. matier
wasd likely to engage oonsiderable attention
during the siiting of the conference, for it
was known that the above views were not
generally entertained. .. Great unanimity
prevailed upon the fallh, the doolrine, abd
ihe general condition of the Church as a
whole ; but some diversity existed in regard
to priesthood—did it remain, after the re-
jeotion of the Church, and if so, what was
its order, its powers, and its duties? These
quesliona lay at the very foundation, and
while some had been instructed as we have
shown, yet the body, in respect to numbers,
had not yet seen their way out of the */mist
of -darkness,” and upon these poinis wero
undecided.” A" couricil of the Elders asi
upon {his and other quesiions at intorvals
during the first two daye of the conforence,
and pending their deliberstions, the com-
mittee submitted their pamphlet,’in manu-
soript, whish was read to the oconference
sud approved unanimously, and two thous«
and ocopies were *ordered printed, from
which we extract the following as hearing
upon the question then in hand:

#But lot us return to.the rejection of the
Chursh at Nauvoo, or the stako;, thie event
(ihough disallowed by moat) produced- ali
the phenomens obaragleristic .of such a
cnlamily :. aside from the suffering conae-
quent upon the breaking up, and seatiering
abroad, pretenders began Lo arise, (o alluré
the unwary into Lheir fatal meshes, the de.
yicon of Satan, Lo which the Saiuis had sub-
jected themselves by turning from-the law
of God. - From the forsgoing, it must: fol-
low, that the rejeotion of the only stake to
whioh ‘the Saints might gather, and the
organizations belonging thereto, the as.
sumplion of authority by ithe lraveling high
council, thus destroying ihe oconnection and
barmony between all the quorums, in short;
sinoce the coup d'etat of Brigham Youdg in
‘the government of the Church, i Jooks rein
has been given to the ambitipus, nnd that
example has furnished apawerfyl stimulus,
to go &nd do likewise, * Hehco the list o
sushipretlonders has inoreased rapidly, and
perhaps is pot yei full: we gay. il wust fole
low, that during thig reign of ponfusion,
consequent upon this gaptivily, there wag

'

no call,-io the very nature of the ¢ase, for &

bad almost entirely régunced ihe leader-
ship of Wm. Smith and Joseph Wood, oaus-

suocessor to Joscph, either as Presidiog
Elder in ‘the Church, or Presiding High
Priest over the Priesthood : and thers bsa:
been none. .. i« R T
+Now, let us notice the manpifestations of.
that blindness that prevailed in that day
that God took away the two principal shep-
Lierds in one day. There was one member
of the quorum of the First Presidenoy left,
to whom belonged the right of presiding, by
virtue of his authority as Counsellor. Dut
he, olaiming bis right by virtue of gome~
thing elss, or atlempting to get that right
under cover of some performancs unknown
to the law of Ged, wuu rejected by the voice
of the people. But in duing so, they un-
doubiedly deprived him of tbat to which be
was clearly entitled by his ordination: and
conferred it upon the {raveling high councils
who, oould only in the absence of the entire
quorum of the Firat Presidenoy proside: or
at least one of that quorum, viz,, the Presi-
dent, and then; a8 an Apostle—as one of Lhe
traveling high council, snd sof a9 the soe-
cessor of Joseph, ' Now lelL us exsmine the
order of presidency in the Church. Sup-
poso the First Prenident is absent, who pre=
sides in oouncil or in oconferencef The
Counsellors, both, or either of them. And
why? Becausa they ave ibe higheat au-
thoxity present. True,’* Then here is tbe
key to unlock 1he whole secret of the Pres-
idenoy of the Churoh, Hear il then!  The
highest authority presides always. Henocs, if
the entire quorum of tho Pirst Presidency
is sbsent, the President of the Twelve must
preside, . pro i{em., or a8 represeniative, by
virtue of his ordination to the Apostleship,
and not as the legitimate President. And
in thé absence of thie President of the
Tiwelve, either of the Twelve, or in the-
absenoe of thal whole quorum, the Presi-.
dent of the IHigh Priesis’ Quorum will
preside, and so on down {o the Priest-
and Dencon: but each in his turn, must pre-
side by virtue of that authority which he-
holds by actual ardination, Henee if one-
of the Twelve, being the higheat suihority-
present, is oalled to preside, he can do nolh-
ing not suthorized by his ordination, That
is, they oasunot administer an oxdimamece-
while thus presiding, .thst they oould not
previously: for inatence, the Twelve are
not aulhorized (o ordain s Bisbop to the
Church, nor do I presume they ever, as
Apostles only, thought of doing any (hing of
the kind; but when they assumed to pre-
side as presidents of the Church, they or-
dained Bishops, which, was clearly in vio-
lation of ihe law, Henco the only legiti-
mate Presidency in the Chureh, since the-
death of Joseph, has been representatives of
the rightful heir, or true successor”
, The following resalution wny then offer~
ed, to-wit:

- “Regolved, That in the opinion of thie con-

[

. ference, ithe one holding the highest priest-.

bood in the Church is to preside, aud repre--
sent the rightful heir to the preaidency of
tho high priesthood, in ‘& presiding capa-
oily.” . T
" '¥'his, after ‘s thorough disoussion upon
the principle involved, .in all its visible
hearings, . was unanimeusly adopted, snd
all scemed smooth in that direction; but
when the sttempt wes made to designate
who it was that held the highest office in

- the priesthood, and was entitled to be thua

sysisined ag a presidiog suthority, new dif-
fioulties arose. For it was found that there
were among us thoge who had received or-
dinations -prior to the breaking up of the
Church snd in the different faations, to the

Apostlpship, ay High Priesle, Presidents ¢f

Boventy, Seventy, and even a8 privices. 1t
will be readily geen that in the question
then raised was iuvelved the legal obarao-
ter of the work. Upon- this point we shall
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state- the ground-taken, and why taken.
All ordinationa not within the 1lmits of the
1aw were ignored, and all within that limit
were recognized, This excluded all above
on High Prieat, who being the highest re-
cognized, wes pustained 88 Ihe presiding
authority, as defined above. : “At .this eon-
ference the g\ﬂ.s were abundantly-enjoyéd,
and the Baints were greallly strengthened
and nssured of (he triumph of the work of
restoratlon to the old palhs Also. daring
these meetings we weore forewarned of the

war between the South add the Nbrlh ith |

sanguinary character and its exlenl “hiso,
the suocess of the North waa. -portrayed.m
all the vivid exnotnass of the eubaequent
history of lhe cml war,' It wus dt thla con-
ference tbat the s6-called rqyelnhon on po:.
lygamy, purporling to have beén given to

Joseph Smith nine yehrs previous, made its ‘

appearance for the first time; lhb eﬁeot of
which, and the discussion upon lhat sub
Jecl. will be Been hereafter.i - - -

-
—t

Ve
" .

b
B

The Utah Peuuon,‘

Supposing it a genuine document, (which |

Do one can who knows muéh of Utah affaire),
it would have possessed additional inlerest,
had it classified the petitioners, as followa:
firsl wives, second wives, eic: 'This would
bave shown how many "Iegal" wives there
were in Utah, and how many that needed
their *'reproash” 'to be taken awsay. -
should have shown nlso how many of the
latter signed by a—her X mark. We are
acquainted with & lady who went to Utah
a few years ago, and immediately beoame
an appendage to a Balt Lake Cily harem, to
the astonishment of many, and having oe-
casion Lo obtainareceipt from hershe signed
by a mark aa above. This removed from
“our mind one ground of astonishment, and
showed us why she * bore testimony” so
readily to the *'Celestial Order’’—her mind
wasg nol pre-oocoupied with human Jearning.
But the evident fraud in writing up this pe-
tition vitiates the whole transaction. On
this point we olip the following paragraph
from the St. Louis Glode Democrat, of Jan-
asry 20th:

“*The most ample estimates of Lhe female
mopulation of Utah, based on the returns of
‘the ninth census, taken in 1870, makes the
number at that date 18,000. Though of
-course, an increase has taken place in Lhe
‘number since then, it may be very gravely
doubted whether at the present time there
:are 23,360 grown women in Utah. Even if
there were, they could not all be expected
“to sign the petition; and it is more than
‘probable that thousands of names of per-
sons who did not actually sign were attach-
ed by other hands. Nothing could be ensier
'than this methed of obtaining a long list,
:and if thousands more names of chlldren

vvere added, no one in Washington would
know the difference.”

As questionable as the above considera-
tions render the source of such s number,
over 2,300, of signatures. The fact that
siriotly Brighamite emigration has been
growing loss every year, and apostasy has
become more wide apread, and gentilen have
increased fearfully in the very heart of Utah,
‘all bating the “twin relic,”” make the mate-
rials out of whioh to make that number
»still more soanty.

o lo.Lba petition.”; '

"In llm eonneotlon it is remembered that
in 1856 an attempt was made by this same
people to become & 'Sovereign State” of
the Union, representing its population at
75,000, while the oensus of 1860 showed it,
over foutr years after, only s fraction over

,40000 ‘The Ogden Frecmah tells s how
[ signatires were oblnmed in severﬁl places,
to the late petitlon. ~ "1 ° &

" wiighat is this petition for? 'Beked a 1a

dy when' if wds predented td hér for bigna™
- ture.-- 4Oh! it is-to kave our tzzet reduced.
- We are paying such high taxes, and we want
N Congresq to redu.ce lk:em for us' -vas, lhe
| answer.”
-t The gobool- chndréh.- baye And iGN
 ware-all told to mign their names to- thiede

bogus petitione; - -but, they. were not told

what, they were Slgmng, and lhev had no
‘ mote'ides of whal thielr nhmes Wefe l‘qull‘-
" ed for (hén & hog hns of b bollday.!m" i -
" . #:We are all one,’.ia what they said when
they signed the names of some ladien to the.
petlllon for the admiesion of Utah a8 s,
Stdfe” “But these same ladids Hevar nuthor:
- jzed snch signatures, ‘and !declare” they:
would. never have.affixed their own:names'
[P W AN |

“How THEY wonxzn rr pEs monuzm

"They wanted the namées of every woman
and’ glrl in out valley, and to'my Gertain’
knowladge, they put down the names of wo-°
men who were not at the meating; and the
very women whose names were 8o put down,
wereo mad. The petition was to admit Utah
with polygamy. 1 call ihat rich. They
want to bind the fetters tight. Tsed by your
paper of Friday. that they are catobing a
good many by fraudulent- means; that is
nothing new: weare up to such dodges, wo
are, One lime, here, wo were trying to get
Utah admitted into fhe Union, and every
married woman's name was taken twice;
gome of them went so far asto put down the'
names of their dead friends! Itsaatrueas
thé living God, Mr. Editor; and all of these
names show the populnuon of Zion.”

‘‘THE FRAUD AT HOOTER,

“*We all know something of the way names
are got here. If a persondon’t putdown his
or her name, likeas not, aomebody will sign
for them. Thatisallitamountsto. Congress
ought to know aboutsuch tricks, I heard the
Bishop say that every woman but one had
signed here. I know better. There are
women here who would die before they
wonld sign their names to any thing the
Mormon teachers would bring round. They
have been fooled too often. If their names
are down they are forged. -Is there no law
to make it hot for people who sign names
when they have no right to? Teurm”
“IDAHO CONTRIBUTED TO THOSE BTATE sia-

NATURES.

“Fdes. Freeman; 1When at Franklin last
month I was informed, on good authority,
that a petition had been in circulation, and
numerously signed amongst the mormon
people asking for Ulsh to be admitted asa
Btate, in Franklin, Weston, Clifton, Oxford,
eto., all in Idaho,

“I did not think this worth noticing at the
time, but recent oorrespondenoe in your pa-
per makes it proper to show up the tricks
renorted to make the signers to the petition
rore numerous than could justly be in Utah,
Yours. H. MarGARY.”

" There is, however, probably one claas of
genuine signers to that petition, viz.: all
the plural wives of Utah, who are conou-
binized, and whose children are dastardized
-by the law of Congress, the rulings of the
Courts, and the sworn atatements of Brig-
ham Young declaring them illegal under
the law, and therefors no hearing, or re-
dress, oan be afforded them for any griev-
ance. This naturally drives them, or that

. lion.

. mon, page 118:

portion of théim who reasod, to this désper-
ate expedient, to asl that their fettersand
their shame be made less galling, by giving
it a legal sanction. But the large number
iepresenied upbn that petition must, as to
its moral we:ght be identical with a sup-
posed one of iwenty years ago from the

" Bouth, containing four million signatutes of
i sinves askmg the more ngld enforceu)eut
" of the fugluve slave law, the opeding new

(errnorles to nlnvery. endorsing the “Dred

’ Scott ! deomon and the banging of abolish-

1onms Or lo vary the 1I1us(rnlmu. we
muy, suppose o peunon signed hy all.the
molhers, ,wJ'ea sisters, and d-tughters of

 the drunknrds of l\ew York and Chioago,
\ nskmg the remowd of all lmpedlmeuls to

free whlsky,—nnd lhe guue;
\ Chnllcngc

~-«¥The :direct.tedchings of (‘hnst .no less
than the text'bodks of the \[ormon faith,

. proclaim true Christian marriagd’to bea
' nion of one tan with one.woinan and vo

ore.! :
“We chp lhe Abgve from an snu-"hlor-
mon’’ paper, and would like the wriler to

. quote from the New Testament 4nd from the

text books of the “Mormon® faith euch pas-

. sages ag, without a great deal of twisting,

private idterpretation or verhal addition will

. bear out hia audacinus statement.”

4tWe affirm that there isnothing in Christ's
téachings, norin the “Mormon® text books,
which, fairly construed, will warrant any
sichinference, but thatcarefully considered,

“both will cénvey to a mind of ordinary in-
 lelligence 8 meaning entirely opposite.”

JTrot out yourtexts: but give them as they
are; don’tgarble; refrain from word-wresi-
ing 'and abstdin from sophistieal pleading ;

. and ihén if-you can prove your poln(s, we

will ¢acknowledge the corn.””

‘Weo take the above from the Ogden June.
Wé do not know what **Anli-Mormon
paper” ia referred to, but we declare ita
gound Mormon one on that point, as the
“text books” abundauntly prove. Here they

re: Mark 10:6-9, “And they twain,” not
they three, mor nineteen, ‘*shall be one
flesh,’"—Hhusband and wife. Dook of Mor-
“Wherefore, my brethren,
hear me; and [dr. Junction] hearken to the
word of the Lord, for there shall not any
man among you have eave it he one wife.”
Doc. and Cov. 100: 4: “Inssmuch as this
Church of Christ has been repreached with
the crime of fornioation and polygamy, we
declare that we believe that one man should
have one wife, and one woman but one hus-
band.” 42:7: *“Thou shalt love thy wife,
* * ¥ and shall cleave unto her and none
else.”

Now, Mr. Junotion, get right down and
¢acknowledge the corn,” or own the truth
for once; and henceforth cease to reproach
this Church of Chriat with the orime of po-
lygamy, for it never did believe, teach, or
practioe it. Aposlates to the contrary not-
withetanding. We invite the Junction or
Deseret News to tell its readers how polyga-

my, if authorized of God, can be a ‘‘re-
proach” and a ‘“‘crime?”

The True Latter Day Saints’ Herald.
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History of the Reorganization of the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Lalter
Day Saints,—Casr. V.,

Fiow this conference the Elders relurned
to their homes and fields of labor with a
<desper senss of responsibility and a more
determined purpose to hold up the standard
of Christ, raised anew by lhe Bpirit's pow-
er, which manifested, from time {o time,
that we should organize, in preparalion for
the re-establishment of the Quorums and
First Presidency of the Church, acdording
{o ihe pattern in the Book of Covenants.
But how this was to be brought about no
one presumed to know, Brn. David Powell
and John Harrington took a miasion south,
and on their way visited Lee county, Illi-
nois, where they met with several of the
Baints that had been sssooisted with Wm,
Smith; but now stood aleof, or sympathized
with the work they were laboring to build
up. Among these was Wm, W. Blair, who
had been baplized the previous autumn,
and who now stood aloof. The brethren
deld some mestings, and bore their testi-
mezy, and the immediais fruil was the bap-
tizing E. C. Briggs, who bhad never been
identified with the Church, or sny of its
factions. It will be proper hers to record
s teslimony given concerning him on the
18tk day of the preceding November, at the
time the communication nlready referred to
was received. Ho was ot that lime living
wilh his brother, 8. II. Briggs, in Jefferson
Co., Wisconsin, and had for some time been
sick; and word had been recoived a fow
days previcus that he was given up to die,
Wwith's request for his mother to come im-
mediately if she would see him alive. The
Spirit 8said, “Thy brother Edmund shallnot
die, but shall live and come inio tho Chureh
and shall stand with you in this work'
And subsequent inlelligence shiowed that
from that same hLour he began to amend
aud rapidly vecovered his strength, and
now, the first opportunity, csme into the
Chureh. From tliers these brethren went
through Illinois and Miasouri, calling upon
the Whitmers, and intc Arkaness; they
baplized several at other places.

Most of the Elders had families and were
poor, and during the winter preached
roainly in their severel localities. Dr. Z.
H. Gurley visiting Wingville and the Blus
Mounds seltlement, where soveral upited
with the Church; among whom wsa George
White, John Cunningham, of the former
place, and Danisl B. Rasey, of the latter,
who became 5 zealous laborer in that rogion
of country.

Bhorlly after the conferemce, while the
subject of polygamy wae being discussed in
connection with ihe revelation brought for-
ward by Brigham Young, at Ssll Lake, the

g

‘

August previous, and had just reached us
by a reprint in the Seer, by O. Pralt, it was
pignified through the gifts that the Church
should meet in fasting and prayer, to ra-
oeive instruction. This was done January
Oth, 1863, and among other testimonies re-
ceived, wos the following upon this subjeot:
“#Polygamy is an nbomination in the sight
of the Lord God. It is not of ma; I abhor
it, a8 aleo the dootrines of the Nioolaitanes,
and the men, or gst of men, who practios
it, I judge them not; T judge nol them who
praotice il, their works shall judge them at
the last day; be ye strong, for ye shall
coniend against ihis dootrine. Many will
be led into it honestly, for the devil will
seek to establish it and roll it forth to de-
ceive, They seek to build up their own
kingdoms to suit thir own pleasurs; bul I
countenanoe it nol, saith Geod, I bave given
my law, I shrink not from my word. My
law is given in the Book of Docirine and
Covenants; but they have disregarded my
law, and trampled upon it and counted it &
light thing, and obeyed itnot; bul my word
is the sams yesterday as to-day and forever.
. *Ag you have desired to know of me con-
cerning the pamphlet, it is writlen in part
but not in plainness; itrequires thros more
.poges Lo be written, for it shall go forth in
&east: plainness eembaiting thia doclrine,
and all who reoeive it not, it shall judge st
the lest day. Let this be the voice of the
Lord in ihe pamphlet, for it shall go forth
in great plainness, and many will obey it
ond turn usio mae, saith the Lord.” .

This toelimony was given in ths name
and by the suthority of the Holy Spirlt, and
written at the time, in answer {o the
prayers, with fastings, of the whole Chureh
assembled. It agrees with the law of ihe
QOburch to which it appeals;; and, like that
of November 18th, 1851, oondemna polyga-
my, and showed to the Baints thab the so-
onlled revelation authorizing polygamy, was
not, and could not be from God. In com-
pliance with the above imaiructionm, an ar-
ticle was wrilten againai it, to be added to
the pamphlet; and as being the first pub-
lication of the iefarmation, it is here given,
writlen by J. W, Briggs as chairman of the
commitiee, and added to the pamphlet as
follows :

“We cannol forego this opportunity to:

raise our voice sgainst an evil which has
well nigh completed the overthrow of the
Church:—which Sampson like halh lain
hold upon the very pillars of scciety. And
instead of order, it has produced snarchy:
instead of union, division; in short, instead
of confidenoce and love, disirust and haired.
We refer to the system of spiritual wife-ry,
taught by Brigham Young, to the ‘plural-
ity' docirines of James J. Bilrang, and Wil
linm Bmith, and his joint occupant, called
‘Bpokesman,’ These systema though unlike
each other, avre all known as a system of
polygamy; under whick they thomselves
take shelter: honce we will not treal of
them under their proper names, but under
the less offensive or pemi-logical one, viz:
Polygamy. Whenoe came the praclics, anrd
where is the warrant for it? The first we
heay of it ia from the lips of Lamech, & son

4

of Cain, who owns bimsclf deserving of
sevenly-fold grealer punishment than Cain
himaelf. We conolude, therafore, thal none
will quote Lamech as a jusiifying precedent:
but we insist that the father of the system
gives it its oharacier. Hia ghedding bloed
was but o Lype of what belonga to, or, must
sosompany the system: since male and fe-
male come ioto the world about equal, and
God having stamped upon man, (His own
views), ‘that il is nol good o be slone;
hence of eourse, if one, (like Lemach), se-
cured one or two additional wives, he muat
either persuade thal number of men (hat it
was ‘§ood o be alone,’ or, he must kill them
off. Ii seems he chose the lalter, whioh no
doubt was the easiest. It is admitied that
examples preach wore powerful than words.
Now let no man working by a patiern, pre-
sume to be wisar than him who gave the
pattern. When god made man, secing it wag
not good for him to be alone, He gave him
a help-mset in one wife, and oxE only. Here
is an example of the firsl organization of
sociely. Now for the precepl in conformity
with this example. The law of nature i the
voies of GQod; and in this case, osnnot be
misunderstood : nature echoes the revesled
word of God, that it is not good for man to
be alone, and nsture provides ome help-
meet for each, snd no more, Thus the ex-
smple teaches {hat oug woman is made for
oune man, sod naturg ories only one. We ara
il well sware Lhat it was practised by bet-
ter men than Lamech--by Patriarcha and
Prophets: at which time it was alse writ-
ten, ‘an eye for -an sye, and » toolh for a
tooth;’ which the gospel revealed in a dif-
ferent light, seying, ‘resist not evil’ Po-
lygamy wan, perhaps, like their mode of
revenge, and many other things, suffered,
because of the hardness of their hearta; but
was not 80 from the beginning: nor (o be,
after ‘the true light shined’ forih, Agres-
ing with this last supposition it is remark-
able that of oll the nations that praclice
this, but s single one soknowledge Jesua
Obrist as the Bavior of the world, and they
praotically reject the Qospel, *

If i} be said that the law of Moses pro-
vided for Polygamy, we answer it alao pro-

,vided for choosing a King, which God bad

forbidden.® If David, the man sfier God's
own heart, be appealed to, wa refer to the
word of God in his oaso. Beo Book of Mor-
moun, Jacob 2:6; ‘Behold David and Bolo-
mon, had truly meny wives and concubines,
whick thing was abominable befors me, saith
the Lord.” It is then commanded thal they,
the Nephiles, should have but one wife, and
ponoubines none, Alma in effect doclares
the eame. Bes pages 323 snd 4.

“Some may say, ihat this wagalaw to the
Nephites, but nol to us. Let usses. In
Doc. and Cov., seo. 4, par. 1, it says, ‘The
word of the Lord concerning his Church.'
Hoar what the Lord says to the church. In
por. 8, the whole church ia condemned for
unbelief and treating lightly the command-
ments, Then it is said: *And they phall’
remsain under this condemnation, until they
repent and romember the new covenant,
even the Dock of Mormon, and the former
commondments which I have given them,

not only to say, but to do according to that -+

which I have writien.’ Here the churoh is
required not only Lo say {lhey believe il)’
but to obey whal ie written in it, See, also,
section 18, par. b, ‘And again the Elders,
Priests, and Teachers of this church, shall
teach the principles of my (Gospel, which
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are in the Bible, and the Book of Mormon,
and they shall observe the covenants and

church ariicles to do them.’ +We have al--

ready meen what is written in the Book of
Mormon, on this subject. Letug now exam-
ino the Covenants, and Church Articlea.
See sec. 65, par, 8: ‘For marriage is or-
dained of God unto man, wherefore it ia law-
ful that he should have one wife, and they
twain shall be one flesh.’ Bec. 13, par, 7:
*Thou shall love thy wife with all thy heart,
and clesve unto her and none else” Bee
Church Arlicle, sec. 101, par. 2: ‘You both
mulually agree Lo be each others companion,
husband and wife, observing the legal right
belonging to Lhis condition; thatis, keeping
yourselves wholly for sach other, and from
all others during your lives.” Such is the
marrisge covenantrecognized by the chureh,
Seo par. 4: ‘We [the whole church in gen-
eral assambly? deolare that we beclare that
one man shounld have one wife, and oné wo.
man but one husband, except in onse of
death, when either is at liberty to marry
again,’ See sec. 18, par. 16: ' Thou shslt
iako the things which thou has received *
* % for a lnw, to be my law, to govern my
ohurch, and he that doeth according to these
things shall be saved, and he that doeth
them not, shall be damned if he pontinues,

“We demand of all who have been oalied
Latier Day Baints, do you believe these
things? 1If you do not, you ought nt onoe
o renounce the name. Butif you noknowl-
edge the authority of the Book of Mormon,
and the Dootrine and Covenants, (or either
of them), then know that Polygamy is for-
bidden of God, and this interdiet, is direct-
ad to us, who have known the mighly power
of God in eslablishing the authority of this,
his word; and whoever {ransgresses snd re-

enleth not, shall receive according to the
aw. Hear it, Oh, ye deceivers, and deceiv-
ed together: *He thal recelveth my law, and
doeth it, the same is my diaciple, and he
that saith he receiveth it, and doeth it not,
the same is not my disciple, and shell be cast
out from among you.”—D. C. 61:2. I gome
quickly, and ye shall see that my law is
kept.’—61:8, <These words ars given unto
you, and they are pure before me; where-
fors, beware how you hold them, for they
are to be answered upon your souls, in the day
of judgment, even so. Amen/

Herein, brethren, we have shown in s
few words what the law of God is on this
subject, and we call upon you bolk far and
pear to obey it, lest ye be found fighting
against God, and receive of his wrath in Lhe
day of his indignation. Let those who have
offended 1n this matter, know, that ‘the
Lord hath been witness butween thee and
the wife of thy youth, against whom thou
hast dealt treacherously; yet she is thy
companion, and the wife of thy covenant.’
Mal. 2: 14,

#To those calling themselves Latter Doy
Sainte at Bait Lake, we commend the laiter,
snd the following quotations: Ezra 10 : 14,
Let now our rulers of all the congregalion
stand, and let all them which have sirange
wivea.in our cities come at appointed times,
and with them the Elders of every city, and
the Judges thereof, until the fierce wrath of
our God for this matier be turned from us,’
{and separats yoursclves from the strange
wivee), and return with weeping and with
supplication to the law of God. And he
that scattered Israel in wrath, will gather
them in meroy, and keep thom am u shep-
bord doth his flock. DBehold this sholl go
forth as a restorer of patha to walk in, and
a swift witness againat him that giveth not
heed to the words which the Lord and his
gpirits bath gpoken.”

The pamphlet of twenty-four pages was
printed immedialely after, and circulnted
a8 widely as possible. The numerous les-
timonies respecting organizing awakened
congiderable discussion among the Elders,
who, but for those manifestaiions of the

Hpirit, were willing to continue ne they then
stood uniil the Lord should call upon whom
he would, and restore the presidency of Lhe
Church by revelalion, asccording to the or-
der conisined in the Book of Dosirine and
Covenants. Nor could it be seen by nny
how, or by what authority we could ergan-
ize. If it has since been questioned by
many not connected with the work, it was
then quesilioned by these soon {o be the first
actors in it, They were not willing to as-
sume or usurp, and thus far the way had
been clear; and while many things had
been given through the gifts, in no instance
were these insiructions comirary to the
books, but continuslly referred to Lhem.
And the Reorganization is as willing fo be
tested upon its authority, as its doolrine;
and ile best vindication is the slatement of
faote relativo to it.

@he Messenger, .

JAsOR W, Briges - -

EpITOR.

Salt Lake Clty, March, 1876,

Ix answer to inquiries as to the suthority,
sside from the necessity of the case, for the
effort to build a meeting-house in Salt Lake
Clty, we exiract the following from the
minutes of the Semi-Annual Conference of
1872

“A letter from Br. W. W, Blair was rend,
stating the pecessity of building a house of
worship in Salt Lake City. A letter from
Br. (iI . Ells, on the same subject was also
read. .

“On motion of Br. H. J. Hudsor and E.
C. Brand, it was

¥ Resolved, That & Utal Chapel Fund be
established, and that contributions be soli-
cited thereto, and that the erection of a
suitable building be anthorized ; said build-
ing to be erected as soon as practicable.

“On motion of Brn. E. Robinson and E.
C. Brand, it was

“Tesolved, That the presidents of branch-
es be requested to take up collections im.
medintely for the Utah Chapel Fund, and
remit the same to Bishop I, L. Rogers, and
continue to do so until a sufficient amount
be obtained.”

RESOLVED that this conference uphold and
sustain by our influence and meuns through-
out the district the call b§ the Chureb, of
the necessity of building a house of wor-
ship at Balt Lake City,

Pnased by a unanimous vote at the Quar-
terly Conference of the Kewanee Distriet
of the Church of Jerus Christ of L. D. 8,

H. C. Broxgor, Pres.
J. A. Ropinsox, Secy.

- d
Br. Greoory CLARK, of the Balt Lake City
Branch, referring to the chapel, says:

“We have already promises of consider.
able assistance from many friends of free-
dom who sympathize with us, and the time
is opportune, as efforts are now being
mnde on an extensive scale, to break the
powers of the man of sinj this increases
our confidence, and our Fresent attempt
will not only be accomplished, but will
prove very beneficial. Bolomon said, “There
is & time to build; and he built s temple
for the worship of God, and the voice of
that one from whom Solomon derived his
wisdom, seems to say this iz your time to

build for the worship of God also; and
that his blessing may rest upon our efforts
and upon the house when erected, and that
his protecting care may be over if, and the
li%ht of his Spirit may shine upon those
who flock unto it, let it be dm}icated to
God, and God only, and not be used for
any secular object or purpose.”

Br. Josernr Squires, of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
BAYS
“I am onc that has been delivered from
under the lion’s paw, Brigham Young, and
did not renlize the darkness that 1 wag in
1iil I heard the Elders of the Reorganized
Church. I left them in 1869, I was therd
in Utah six years, and know some of the
ways of that people. I am glad there is
oing {0 be a meeting.liouse built.,  Ishall
o something towards it.?

Sarr Lage Crty, Utah, Feb, 7.—~Chief
Justice White, in clmrfging the grand jury
to-day concerning polygamy, said: “We
had better lock it squarely in the face, dis.
tasteful as it may be to some, and govern
ourselves by right, reason, and maunly dis.
cretion indealing with it. Polygamy must
be suppressed in this territory. ~ Mormon-
ism may survive it, and, relieved from it,
would stand unshackled and free as every
other creed or mode of religious worship,
shiclded and protected by the constitution
of our common country; but if Mormon-
ism can not sever itself from polygamy, it
will be to it the bridal of death.”

Mormonism did exist without polygamy
from 1830 to 1843, as conceded on nll sides,
and we have no fear but that it will exist
without it. DBut we very much doubt
whether true Mormonism can exist with
it. “Lay it on, Dufl,” we will risk it. -

R— e

THE UTAH POII{;YGAMISTS' MEMO.

'

A conresronpENT of the Birmingham
(Bng.} Daily 2ail estimates it as followa:

“There are few in England who can real-
ize the full extent of the servitude of the
women of Utah. They who have set them.
selves up as the leaders of those people’
known a3 ‘Mormons’ have proved them-
selves to be capable of the worst crimes
known to man. Polygamy itsell sinks in-
to o small thing when compared with some
of the diabolical stratagems used Ly those
vile, sensual ‘Llders of Salt Lake Mormon.
ism’ in bringing the women of Utalito be.
lieve in it, Upswards of twenty-two thous-
and women are said to have signed this
‘memorial;’ but lel the world know that
nothing like that number arc practicin%
polygamy. These tweuty-two thousand
memorinlists ask to Le allowed to have
their ‘courts, and the selection of our own
officers as in the past’ We are led to ask,.
what do these twenty-two thousand know
concerning the past? Did they live in the
days of ‘inquisition’ or ‘reformation,” a3
the leaders called it, in 18377 1If so,to ask
for the order of the ‘past’ is only an evi.
dence that ‘oppression hath made wise men

and women] mad! There are men in

irmipgham who lived in Utah at the time
that ‘jurisdiction’ was in the hands of the
leaders, from about 1854 to 1860, and from
1861 to 1865 or 1866, aud they tell the world
that it is atmost impossible to conceive the
hand of tyranny nnd oppression to press
more heavily than it did in Utal, in the
days of the ‘past.’ The design of the Utah
usurpers was to get the people completely
in their own power. . And to thatend they
prohibited all kinds of cducation and so.
cial combination amongst the people, other
than that which they diciated. The con.
sequences are somcthingi appalling. Near.
1y twenty-three thousand women have heen
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The Struggle of Polygamy ior
a Legal Existence.

The struggle for & legal stalus on the
pert of polygamisis in the courts of the
United States and of Utah, has been prose-
<cuted thus far against discouraging odds;
on aceount of the acts of Congress making
il a orime. Aud the admission (to evade
alimony} of Brigham Young that the whole
thing was without the sanction of law,
with the admission, «“We never pretended
il was legal;” snd now ag a forlora hope,
for the oune logged institution, sn sttempt is
being made to get New Mexico, with a sparce
population of while men, admilled as a
sovereign state, pud then, after the manner
of tho slaveocracy in respect to Kanses, o
take possession of {he stale government,
and make polygamy legal by stalute law,
‘Governor Axiel, the presen! gevernor, be-
ing in the plot, and owing his present posi-
{ion to it. That this scheme, if successful,
‘would etill further complicate the question,
musl be apparent to ull.
tion of slate sovereignily would be involved,

and givg immense sirengih to the position

of the polygamista. This aitempt to out-
‘flank Congress on the polygamy guestion, is
& superb specimen of taotics, equal to the
ocoasion; and there is bul ons considera-
tion in it Lo mar tho prospect of success,
viz, the loss of tha central positien, inveoly-
ing defeat both in Utah and New Mexico.
“Phis devoully wished for consummation,
however, must bo the crown of suilable ef-
forts tending {o such a result, and no!f the
siand still policy, waiting to see il ‘‘die
-out.” ,

The (6osin of war should be sounded in
.every pulpit and hamlet in our broad Jand.
Religion, morality, socislity, and menial
fresdom are ai stake, are mensnced by the

“Utah Oligavoby in this attempt o entrench.

.itself behind state sovereignity., And in
+this connecetion it is worthy of considerstion
whelher the final extinguisher, in the shape
-of a oonslitutional amendment forbidding
polygamy in the United States+a suitable
-amendgiont—just as in the case of its “twin
relie,”” is nol the surest safegusrd. Su-

_pineness on the part of Congress and the:

people nllowed slavery {6 inlrcnoh itself in
the same way, and 1o dislodge it, cost of
untold value, blood and treasure.

Let polygamy becoms a state institution,
and her senators and representalives may
take their several harems to Washington,
on privilege, snd demand social equalily;

and in this contact with the young, its ef-‘

fect must easily be seen. The downward
grade is rapid, and at easy stages; *first,
«abkor; them pity; then embrace”” And now
Yot it be known (hat we and the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day

The whole ques- -

0

Bsints which we represent, having de-
nounced the institution ju all ita ramifica-
lions, and raised our waraing as s people,
and by individual effort against i1, we shall
be exonerated by a reflecting posterity from
réaponaibility in the malter, If the social
t'upas” oblsing *legal” conditions o me-
nace, annoy, snd poison society within lhe
realm of theso Uniled States, the orime
shall lia at the door of those who, as fools
or through supineness, bave wroughi fhe
evil or pormitted it.

- P

History of the Reorganization of the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Sainis.—Cmae. vi.

In the beginning of the dispensation the
first idea relaling to it was comwunicaled
in anawer lo prayer, and in this renewsl of
that work the first assuramoe touching il
was also received in answer to prayer; and
while thus in doubt as to what those things
should mean spoken respeciing organizing

at the ensuing conference, we came Logeth-

er in this branoh of the Church, (Vellow-
stone Branch), fusting and.praying for in-
atructign from God; and on the 20th day of
March, 1863, the following was received,
and writlen at tho {ime, (in & meeling ap-
pointed expressly to inquire of fhe Lord),
by Henry H. Deam:

«Verily, thua eaith ihe Lord, as I said
unto my servant bMoscs, see thou do all
things according to the paitern, so esy
say I unto you. Bcehold the paitern is be-
forg you. It is my will that you respect
authority in my church; therefore let the
grentest among you preside at your confer-
ence. Let three men be appointed by {he
Conference to select soven men from among
you, who shall compose s majority of the
twelve apostien; for it-is my will that {hat
quorum ghould not be filled up at present.
Lot the president of the conference, assist-
ed by two others, ordain lhem, (the senior
of them shall preside); lei them select
twelve men from among you and ordain
them Lo coppose my high council, Behold,
yo understand the order of the Bishoprick,
the Bevenly, the Elders, the Priests, Teach-
ers snd Deacons. These organize acoord-
ing to the pattern. Dehold I will be with
you unto the end. Even go. Amen.”

This which seemed o give suflicient light
fo move understendingly upon the assem~
bling of the conference of April GLh, 1853,
it was found that we were nol yet prepared,
for it was nob delermined who was the
grestest, that the oconference might be or-
ganized; and, moreover, fow oould appre-
oiato the instruction given, and still more
knew nothing of it till thenm, and their
minds were turped towards the books to
asceriain the moanuer to proceed. The
choioe of n presiding officer lay belween
High Priests and Seventys, (President of
fsvenly), and upon this, and questions rey
lating to organization, two whole days were

spent in continuous discussion, in couneil,
with wiemporary president; st the close of
which & final vole was called to determine
between a lligh Priest and & Seveniy to
preside over the Conferenoce, with the fol-
lowing result: nine to bine, thero being
present nipeteen KElders, including iwo
High Priests. J. W. Driggs, one of them,
was finally chosen president of the confer-
ence, and an appeal to heaven was agreed
upen in selemn prayer on the evening of
April Tth, This meeting is memorable in
the history of the Reorganization. It was
at this meeling thai an exhibition of power,
light, and unily of spirit, above apny ever
before wiinessed among us, Tongues were
spoken and interpreted; hymns sung in
{ongues and the interpretation sung; proph-
ecy and visions were exercised here for the
firsl time {o the writer. Many sasng in
tongues in perfect harmony sl once, as
though they constituted a well practisced
choir. Angels appeared and were scen by*
some, and s testimony of their presence
given by others aflirming one of them to be
tbo recording sngel, who exhibited a par-
tially unrolled parchment a8 an unfisished
record upon which we were agsared should
be recorded the aot we were called to per-
form in the Reorgauization of the Church,
confirmation of the foregoing revelation of
the 20ih of March, given, enjoining obedi-
ence to the same. The evidenl proofs of
divine direction were 8o sirong, that doubt
disappenred, while the light was so clear
to all that diversity of opinion cessed,
and the whole people were iruly of one
heart and one soul. Aund on the next morn-
ing, at the opening of the session, the reve-
1ation of March 20th was presented to the
Conference, and accepied as suok by unani-
mous voice; afier which the following per-
sons were chosen as the three to aelect the
geven Lo be ordained into the quorum of
twelve apostles. Cyrus Newkirk, Eiban
Griffith and William Cline, who sclected the
fellowing seven persous, who were accepled
by the conference, and ordained according
to the instructions previously gives, viz:
Zenas H. Qurly, Jason W. Briggs, Henry H.
Deam, Beuben Newkirk, Jobn Cunninghamn,
George White, and Daniel B. Rasey. The
ordinations took plaoe in the sfterncon ses-
sion, on the 8th, in the following order:
Henry H. Deam was first ordained by Jason
W.Briggs, (the pregident of the conference},
ageisted by Zenas H, Qurley and Reuben
Newkirk; then Henry H. Deam, sssisied
by Zense II. Gurley and Reuben Newkirk,
ordained Yason W. Brigga; then Jason W.
Briggs, assisted by Henry H. Desm and
"Reuben Nowkirk, ordained Zenas H. Qur-
ley; and then Janon W. Briggs, sssisted by
Henry H. Doam and Zenae H, Qurley, or-
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dained the other four of the seven chosen,
Al this same session of conference, Samuel
Blair waa chosen Chureh Reocorder, and J.
W. Briggs, Church Historian.

@e ﬁlamngw;

JasoN W, Bricas _ - -

Epitor.

Salt Lake City, April, 1876,

At an accidentdl meeting, on our ‘part,
with the Brighamite missionaries, Steward
and Wells, (son of D. H, Wells), at the
house of David Williams, Canton, Illineis,
on March 8th, last, in defense of polygamy,
they denied that Joseph and Hyrum had
denounced it as published in the Zimes
and Seasons, which was not at hand to re-
fer to. I appealed to Mr, W. whether he
had read the statement referred to in which
Joseph and Hyrum denounced polygamy
as falge and corrupt, not believed nor prac.
ticed; he answered that he had. And this
statement was made some time after the date
of the pretended revelation on polygamy,
and I had asked those to reconcile the twd,
At this Mr. Bteward settled back in his
chair, with a mixture of dignity and disgust,
too full or too empty, to reply. At this his
young colleegue, Mr. Wells, son of the
Counselor of Brigham Young, made the
following circumstantial answer: that the
statcment made by Joseph and Hyrum was
n “prudential statement;? becnuse the
timo had not come to teach polygamy pub.
licly, nor yet to the Church, And in sup.
port of this view, Peter’s denial of Jesus
wag ingtanced, and amplified’ s follows:
“If Peter who had received the keys of
the kingdom and the priesthood, had then
and there confessed Clirist, he would have
been arrested and probably put to death
with Jesus; but by telling one lie, and re.
peating it twice, he saved his life and was
enabled to preach Christ and perform a
great work for others. Iis whole sub.
sequent apostolie career depended upon
that one falsehood. It was 8 prudential
statement. And so with Joseph snd Hy.
rum, it was not prudent at that time to state
the truth.”

This is pure Brighamism, Buf what a
confession! The Prophet and patrisrch,
the two first presidents of the Church, after
receiving & revelation authorizing polyga-
my, and threatening “damnation” to all
who reject it, solemnly declare that no
such doctrine is believed or practiced,—
telling a lie, because it was not prudent at
that time to tell the truth! And this false-
hood wes repeated, az occasion required,
for nine years, when it became “prudent”
to proclaim the truth. Is it thisschooling
in duplicity that guarantees their truthful.
nesg now! Is the impeachment of a wit.
ness mecessary or likely to give valuo to
their testimony? The ground taken by
these men will not be questioned by Brig.
hamites, but on reading it in Tne MEs.
SEXGER it will probably not be considered
s prudentinl”? acknowledgment to mako
10 outsiders and in Tllinois. Similar “pru.

dentinl stniements” are usually made by
all classes of wrong doers, when charged;
80 that it must be seen that there is a strong
probability that common people will con-
found Brighamites with other liars, and
part of the great family of scamps and de-
ceivers,

Mr. John Taylor, in 1850, in a public
dizcussion in France, on being accused of
polygamous proclivities, said:

“We are nccused here of polygemy, and
actions the most indelicate, obscene and
disgusting, such than none but a cor
rupt and depraved heart could have con-
ceived.”

And to refute this charge, he read from
the Doctrine and Covenants the article on

marringe, In which tbe husband and wifo

‘covenant to keep themselves for each other

and from all others during their lives,
And in 1864, when asked by E. C. Briggs
how he reconciled his statement then with
the alleged fact of the polygamy revelation
of 1843, he took the same ground,—maden
“prodential statement;” for if he had own.
ed himself & polygamist, which he was at
the time, he would have been driven out
of France, and so cut off his usefulness in
that country. “What! Mr. Taylor tell a
lie,” eaid E. C. Briggs. “Yes,” said the
former, “under the circumstances it was
justifiable, the cir.cum-stan-ces were pecu-
liar” .

This Mr. Taylor has been promoted
since that prudent step, to the head of the
quorum of apostles of Brigham Young,
who are sending Elders out to enlighten
people upon religion and morals! Evi-
dently that which was written aforetime
about “false apostles, deceitful workers,”
was written for our admonition—to beware
of them.

- -

THE MITE OFFERING.

Krwaner, Henry Co., 111,
March 10th, 1876.
Elder Jason W. Briggs; Respected brother.
—ZEnclosed please find a post oflice order
for twenty-five dollars, given to the Utah
Chapel Fund, by the Kewsnee Mite Society.,
We meet cach Wednesday, and sesy dur-
ing the day, paying five cents cash, every
week, into the Mite Fund; with the pro.
ceeds we try to do all the good we can,
It is truly a pleasure to meet with so many
good hearted sisters, who are ever ready

and willing to labor for so good a cauge.”
Brother, accept our little mites,
For they are blest of heaven;
You may have greater offerings brought,
But none more freely given.

Your sister, AvLIcE FRARCE,
DPresident of Society,

This offering, aud the faith that prompt-
ed it is an indication that a work so long
and so much needed is noy entirely “prac.
ticable.” God will bless the offering to
those who have made it. Sisters every.
where, will you strengthen our hands in
this work ?

The General Conference just cloged have
declared unanimously, by resolution for a
Chapel in Salt Lake City, as follows:

“Resolved, That this conference look with

favor upon the effort of building a chapel
ag a house of worshin in Salt Take (5

when fownd practicable, and that we will
encourage its erection.

“Wnereas, Some years ago it wns pro.
poscd to build o house of worship in Salt
Lake City, and some means having been
raised to. accomplish that object, which
was placed in the general Church fund, by
vote of Conference; .

Resolved, *That this Conference anthor.
ize the Bishop to restore said money to the
Utalr Chapel Fuad, to be used in the erec.
tion of a huilding in that place, when the
erection of said chapel shall be found prac.
tiigable"’—-(}'onferenca Minutes of April Gth,

6.

And ns a former resolution instructed
the “presidents of branches to take up col.
lections immediately for the Utah Chapek
Fund,” we trust they will bring this mat.
ter to the notice of their several branches,
to the end that the work may commence
in fact, and the effort be continued until
accomplished, The Bpirit and the bride
say, “Do this and be blest.”

g o

TnE Ogden Freeman of the 7th instant, asks
is a copious cataloguec of questions, as to
accusations agninst Joseph Smith’s teach.
ings and praclices in the past, as charged
“on the part of Brighamiles and apostates
from all branches of Mormonism;” and
then says, “If the Josephites donotsanction
these irregularities, let them prove it; for
if they do so, many a live Yankee will join
their church.” The Freeman is right in
classifiing these accusers as DBrighamites
and various apostates, but hé should call on
them to prove what they charge, not on
somebody else to digprove them,  Still “the
Josephites” have done a great deal toward
it, in denounclng all these “irregulnrities’
on principle, and impeachibg the chief
accusers ag witnesses, The Freeman further
says:

“We even heard the 8t. Peter church and
state theocracy taught by Elder Briggs and
his comrades from Plane, Illinois in the

Liberal Hall, in Ogden, no longer ago than
last summer.”

€

Now we nssure the Freeman, and all
others, on the part of Elder Brigps that
nothing was taught by him at Ogden or
any where else on that subject, contrary to
the following definitions adopted in Annu.
al General Conference of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
held at Plano, IHinois, April 11th, 1870,

“At the time of the organizing of the
church, and at all subsequent time prior to
the dispersion of its members from Nauvoo,
the church was simply an Beclesinsticism ;
and; as such, could confer no privileges
before the law not contained in the pro-
vision3 of the law; nor authorize as a tenet
that which was fordidden by the ldw of the
State where the church might exist, or in con.
trivention of the constilulional basis on

which the church was built,—the word of
God.” '

o -

Tng effortof J. R. E. in reply to an editor.
ial nrticle of Tur MESSENGER, in the col.
umns of the Herald, will reach many who
will never see the article itself; beeause i
we cannot supply but a small number of
back numbers, and this will suggest the
propricty of the method chosen to notice
the same. Propriety, or our sense of it,
also forbids answering a correspondent of

AN A re o, lad
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@he Messenger,

JAsoN W, Brigags - -

EDITOR.

Salt Lake City, May, 1876,

LET MY PEOPLE GO.

Tug voice of God pronounced by the angel
in behalf of Israel, in the bondage of
Egyptian task-masters, still echoes on the
earth, from land to land, more and more
imperative:"Let my people go, that they
may serve me¢, instead of you, who forge
their bonds and mete out their tasks. The
divine right of kings to enslave the body,
and that of priests to traffic in the souls of
men, is now being questioned, on the
ground that it conflicts with the divine
right of man. Justice, reason, philosophy,
and -pure and undefiled religion, take
sides with the people, and second the de-
mand from the burning bush to every
Pharaoh and their magician priests, to
“Let my pcople go.”

Amid the surging waves of discord—
chronic strife—over creeds, invented by
bigots to bind the soul and consciences of
men, is heard the echoing voice from the
pent up cogitations of the mind, let go the
fastenings of superstitutions and serve God,
in serving his creations, our kind.—“Inas-
much as ye have done it to these, ye have
done it to me,” is the criterion of final
judgment. Let it also be the rule of life,
saying not in thine heart, “Who shall
ascend into heaven? or who shall descend
into the deep” in search of mysteries
wherewith to weave & labyrinthian net,
in which men taken, lose themselves, or
their better. part—discretion. * This fur-
nishes subjects for such spasmodic exhibi-
tions as are produced by Moody, and the
moral imbecility witnessed elsewhere.
Mankind are in a maze, like strangers at
the cry of hotel runners; they do not know
what to do with themselves. Great num-
Lers are ready to take them in charge, and
cach dogmdtically affirms his theory or
creed, quite incomprehensible, it is owned,
but essential to be received without a
doubt, which is conceded impossible, in
order to be sure here and hereafter.

In the midst of this distraction of mind,
ag the policemen sometimes extricate from
the runner and cab-men; so the voice, “Let
my people go,” comes to the rescue and
awakens the “sober second thought,” that
God is our God, and he has endowed us
with faculties expressly that we might
serve him in their use; and when we sur-
render these to another, we cease to be
ngents for ourselves, and become tools in
their hands, by which they exalt them.
selves by debasing us. ]

Perhaps there is no people that have obey-
ed counsel more readily, and gone to great-
er extremes in so doing, than the people of
Utah, and what has been the result? A
few wield the power and monopolize the
wealth of the territory. Obeying council
as s rule has worked advantageously to
thoge giving the council, and disastrously
to those obeying it.

We will illustrate this by facts, in two

instonces only: Claudius Spencer counscl-
led an old couple in Cambridge, England,
intending o emigrate to Utah, to give him
their money, some thousands of dollars, to
carry for them and to invest for them in a
home when they arrived in Zion. They
“obeyed counsel” and set out, and when
they reached Keokuk, the old people were
left and subsisted on charity awhile, when
the people of Keokuk raised money and
gent them back to Cambridge, paupers;
but he who gave the counsel so digastrous
built him a fine residence with the ill.gotten
means. When Elder Spencer went out to
England afterward to give counsel, he
deemed it “not prudent” to go to Cam-
bridge. .,

One more instance: When Camp Floyd
wag established, Brighem Young conselled
not to sell them anything, then he, through
his agents, bought all the peoples’ grain at
his own price, a mere pittance, then sold it
himself to the Gentiles &t an cnormous
profit.  And when Camp Floyd was broken
up, the counsel was, “Don’t buy a thing of
them.” The people obeyed, and he who
gave the counsel bought the property sold
at auction, at a nominal price, next to
nothing; because he had counselled all
not to bid against him, Then he turned and
gold to the people the same property at
from ten to twenty times its cost.

‘We might add, what more could be done
than has been done to show that such
counsel and such counsellors are from be-
neath, from which the earth shaking voice
is swelling into irresistible tones, “Let my
people go.”

——————

Prophecy.

Editor Messenger:—In the last number
of your paper, in giving the history of the
conference of October, 1852, you say, “Dur-
ing these meetings we were forewarncd of
the war between the South and the North;
its sanguinary character and extent; also
the success of the North was portrayed in
all the vivid exactness of the subsequent
history of the civil war.” I, and doubtless
many others, would like a fuller account
of that remarkable prediction. It alone is
sufficient to overthrow the pretensions of
the apostate leaders; for their predictions
have been to the contrary. In 18062, ten
years later than the revelation spoken of, 1
heard the prophet, seer and revelator of
Salt Lake, proclaim to assembled thous-
ands, that the British would come over
from the north,.and the French would
come up from the south, and destroy the
American government, &c., &c. And I
beard it said repeatedly, by others, that in
five years, Brigham Young would be Pres-
ident of the United States. 8. FW.

The fact of such predictions, as stated in
the history contained in the MESSENGER,
and at the time, 1852, and subsequently, is
known to the writer, who heard them, and
are known to many others also; but some
of the witnesses have fallen asleep. 'When,
in the beginning of 1860, the threatening
of the South was ignored by the govern.
ment, and such men as Horace Greely, W.
H. Seward, and other leading statesmen,

-sald there would be no war—the South
would not dare to strike a blow; we said
to all with whom we canvassed the matter,
they will fight and will lose. We did not
know at the time of these manifestations,

nor for years after, of the revelation on the
rebellion, as published in the Pearl of Great
Price in 1852. Woknow that the sceptical
philosophers affirm that a future event has
no existence, and therefore can not be seen
or known, and of course can not be foretold,
Still the civil war was foretold in 1832, and
again in 1852. Drigham Young's prophecy
that he should be president of the United
States, was of a piece with another of his
prophecies; that within a given number
of years, “this people would ask no favor of
the United States,” and about the expira.
tion of that set time, he was a prisoner of
the federal courts in the penitentiary.

We quote the following from the Ogden
Irecman :

“Tus Tribune welcomes young Joe Smitlh
and Josephism to Salt La{e, because Brig.
hamites practice polygamy and teach and
compel union of Church and State. Can
it be that the b]ood[','-shirt McKean organ
is not aware that old Joe Smith was the
originator of polygamy, and that the Jo-
sephites teach union of Church and State
e]qunlly as persistently as the Brighamites
do? -

These questions by the Freeman, show
how sadly its education on. this subject
“has been neglected.” But Ogden is one of
the worst places to get information on such
subjects. The very atmosphere is tainted
with equivocation, and daily reminders
that it is “not prudent” to own the truth;
and o freeman, under such circumstances,
is liable to become the slave of prejudice
and imposture. The Tribune is better in-
forined on those subjects, and this accounts
for the disagrecment.

e _—————— -
History of the Reorganization of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints,—Cnar. vIr.

At the conference the branch known as
the Yellowstone Branch, as being the most
central, was made the principal or central
place of business and meetings of the
Church, under the name of a stake called
Zarahemls, and Wm. Cline waa chosen the
presiding elder thereof, with Cyrus New-
kirk and Ethan Griffithe as assistants or
coungellors; and the following named per-
gons were aoknowledged or ordained into
the Seventy: David Newkirk, Ira Quilford,
George Godfrey, William Newkirk, William
Cline, Jun., William 8mith, William Harts-
horn, Horace H. Ovitt, William White, Ed-
win Wildermuth,'Benjamin R, Tatum, John
8. Newbury, Ethan Griffith, Major Godfrey,
Samuel Blair, William Griffith, George W.
Harlow, John Butterfield and William Har-
low. And in connection with the Elders
enjoined to preach the word, bul were
mainly conYined to local labor.

The closing of this conference was by a
general testimony meeting, in which the
various gifts were abundanily poured out;
and s special charge given the seven who
had been ordained into the Quorum of the

Twelve, to take the oversight of the flock in .
the fear of the Lord, and an impressive '

warning against becoming heady, with dn
emphatic reinforcement of the precept,
¢‘‘Ife that exalteth himself shall be abased.””
That false spirits, false prophets and false
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christs were in the world, and should come
among us to deceive, and some should fol-
low them; bul ihat the organization should
remain. That the acta of the conference
were recorded in heaven, and the faithful
should realize all the promises that bad
been meade from the beginning.

On the last day of this conference the
seven who had been ordained Apostles met
to choose & president of the gquorum. It
was proposed by J. W. Brigga, that tho rule
of courtesy should govern our choice; thal
is, that the oldest man among them should
preside.  Zenas H. Gurley being the oldest
man, refused. It was then proposed (bythe
same) thai the next oldesi should preside,
to which H. II, Deam being that one) re-
fuged, and both alleging that the rule of
courtesy should only apply fo pro tem pres-
idents, in the sbsence of the permaneni
one, and not to an origioal choics, it was
then movod by (hem both that J. W. Briggs
be the President of the Quorum, which was
80 voled. The atlendance at this Confert
ence was lorge, and deep interest prevailed
throughout.

It bad been declared through the gifls,
that the various orgavizations of Lasiter
Day Sainls, under the lead of J. J. Strang,
J. C. Brewster, Baneemy, Alpheus Cutler,
Lyman Wight, Bydney Rigdon, Brigham
Young, and others, logether with some yet
to arise, should one after another come (o
nought, and cease to be. And during the
summer {he Elders came in confact wilh
many of them, which served to put to the
test their fouundations and our own slso.

Having stated the facta relative to the
first acts, thus far in reorganizing the
Church, il is proper lo give the ideal or
theory upon which these acts were justified
in the minds of those who performed ihem;
for lhey were none of them accidents, but
deliberative, and it must be conoeded, were
consistent with themselves,

1st. 1t was nfirmed that the Church had
been disarganized, or rejected as & Chureh,
bul not as individuala.

2d. That those individuals not rejected
were culitled to ask and receive what re-
lated to them as their duty.

8d, That these individusls, smong whom
wore many Elders, in seeking (o know their
duty were taught of the Lord and ocommand-
ed to reorganize, or begin to set in order
the Church.

4th. That in the discharging this duly
the presidency was left to be filled as pro-
vided by the law in the case oul of opr
veach, to be filled by calling one forih to
whom ihe promise pertained.

5th. That as a proparation to lhat, the
colling inlo power those whose duty it
should be to ordain him.

6th. The highest suthority for the iime
presiding and representing the presidency
of the Church. '

And in justification of the course taken,
and the principles involved, on “the ques-
tion of authority,” we have ever ocourted,
ond atill do, invesligation in the rigid ohar.
acter of the facte in the firet organizaiion.
Here ihoy are: Jossph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery were ordained to the lesser priest-

hoed by an angel; then by ihis autherity
sad a commandment, they on the Gth day
of April ordained ench other Elders, and
thig Eldership ordained High I'riests snd
Apostles, and this high priesthood ordained,
by commandment, the president of the
bigh priesthood, the highest office in the
Church; go that the alleged lesser, ordain-
ed the greator, is common 1o both the first
organization and the Reorganizatlion alike.
The same class of facts juslify both ov con-
demn both,

But this siream, rising higher than its
fountein, is only sceming, not real. By
what autbority, according to the law of the
Chuorch, is any one ordained? Apswer—
“By the power of the Holy Ghost which is
in the one who ordains him.” Tnstead of
this then being the stream, it is the fountain
ilzelf, from which flows the stream or su-
thorily of both priestheoods, from its highest
to its lowest offices. Moreover, all ordina-
tions sre performed in lhe nome and au-
thotily of the Church, and is therefove the
act of **the Spirit and the Bride.” Sothat
in addition to the autbority whioch its ad-
herence to truth guarantees, the Reorgani-
zation is {echnically right, and on legsl
grounds invulnerable; before which all the
factions have melted away shve the one—
and they dare not assail it, but always <de.
gline.”

b

o
o

Lettex. -

Br. Jason:—-1n connection with the man
srguments urged in favor of a Chapel in
8alt Lake Cily, I send ihis.

At the Fur West Conference of the North
Wast Missouri District, held last February,
while the Iloly Spirit was poured out in
true Poutecostal form-——for the 8pirit came
with power, and emall mneses of fire, or
what appesred (o be fire, waa seen descend-
ing on zome present——in the gift of proplie~
¢y it was revealed that it was the Lord's
will that & bouse. should be built in Salt
Lake Cily, where the people could and
would come to hear, and in which a sirong
and persisteat testimony sgaiost ke syslem
of iniquity precticed there could be raised.
There was but little, if any, knowledge of
the purposes of any in the Church to erect
such a building, had by the one epesking,
and there was nolhing said or done prev-
iously that had apny comnestion with the
subject.” It was certninly an unlooked for
and unsought for revelation. 1 asuppose
that those who (hink thal the devil can
simulate the power of God, thal il is hard
to detecit the difference, will suppose that
perbaps his Satanio Majesty was the author
of this communication. But it might be
well for these fearful souls to wait and sec
whether the #thing come {o pass,” before
they venture their judgment on the matter.

Whatsoever inviteth and enticeth to do
good, is of God;” while, “whatsoever in-
viteth and enticeth to do evil, is of the
devil.” We do net belong to the class who
teach that one of the main evidences of ihis
Church being the true Church of Christ, is
the enjoyment of spritual gifts, and that we
epjoy them to a pre-eminent degree ; yet at
the same time teach that the devil inspires

- as well as God, or that the devil can talk
Greek, &c., as well a8 God: and that great

wisdom is needed, or else the devil will
talk in tongues, &e., &c., snd henoe sasist
in bestowment of spiritusl gifis, For as sn
“*outgider’” said recenily, after hearing
thess fears expresscd in a sermon, thal he
did not want to join & church in which the
devil waas as likely to exercise his inspira-
tional powers as the Lord was.” False
spiriis may have crept into the Church now
and then, but can it be suppdsed thal the
huwmble, faithful, and trustful Saint, is as
liablo to be possessed by these spiriis s by
that of God, 1In other words, “If we, being
¢vi), know how Lo give good gilts to [your
our children, how much more wijl [your
our heavenly Father give good gifts through
tho 8piril to them who ask him.” If we
will not give our children sioncs for bread,
will Qod give us fulse spirits, or suffer them
to inspire us whon we live for, pray for,
and need his own truc and Holy Bpirit ?
Nay, tho God we serve is nol a more indif-
fereut aod cruel being than oureclves.
And who can judge a spiril best, thozs who
are absent snd neither hear the voice nor
see the surroundings, or those who hear
and seo and are quulified to judge? 1If vps
many of you as are led by the Spirit of
God are the Sons of God,” is it not also the
truth that a8 many o8 are led by the spirit
of the devil ure fhe children of ithe devil?
And if the Chureh is susceptible to either
or both of these influcncer, and may be led
by either, or-one as much us the sther, who
can be sure of his or Lier parentlags?
Whoss children sre we, sny how? Who
onn fell? T W8

el A ot
The Question of Trespass,
No. 2.

My business once called me from Nevada
to Sweel Waler; I passed ibrough Utah in
my own conveyance, and it being winter, T
stopped at o farm housze on the Webber o
prooure & sleigh. Two young men wilk
whom I ocoupied an outside room, one even-
ing, held n proiracied conversaiion by which
I learned the following epieode;

Two old gentlemen (?) of the neighbor-
hood had entered into o bargain of sale and
transfer, by which each was to become pos-
sessor of & femnle child (age not given) of
ihe other; with the understanding, that the
lacerated paternsl hearis were io be con-
soled by tho bliss of connubisl—if that is
the word—leve. The youngmen used brief
familiar phrases to convey their ideas, but
1 havo forgotten therm, snd find it dificult,
with my vocabulary, to make my meaning
clear. Well, ons of the girls bad a lover
and he and sbe rebelled--brooded in sorrow
&c. The exprossion of one of the narralors
explains the young lover’s feelings: »He
site up on his wagon seat, jusi like a
stoughton bottle.” 8o here wasa conflict of
interests in the penceful, still, slumbering.
snow-coversd vale-—n conflict belwcen
buoyant ‘youth, with its awnkened fires, and
segacious age with its more sanctimonious
desires. Age had every advanliage excepl
youth. It e.niled itself of it sagneity and
eniered 8 complaint before (he bishop's
court, of unchristian—no, that could not
have been the phrase—well, of remarks,
&o. Wilnesses stated in their capacity as
Baints, that the charge was true. The nar-
rators said the irizl was nol fair, and ex-
pressed sympathy for the youug lover, °I
guess that the bishop and his council re-
garded the young lover as an intruder on
their domain, snd dide’t want 1o rule
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History of the Reorganizafion of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latier
Pay Saints,—Cuar. viin

As has been slready stated, the elders
identified with the work at this time were
generally poor, many of whom had sacri-
ticed their substance in following selfap.
pointed shepherds, who proved to be
wolves preyiog upon the flock, This pre-
vented the more rapid spread of the work,
by missionaries, and gave rise to an exten-
sive correspondence with the old Baints,
and members of the various factions, These
letiers, conld they be obtained, would give
a more lifelike picture, of the situation
and scenes of those times than can now be
recalled without them. The following is
one of them fo Br. John E. Page, who at
this time stood in defence of the original
Taith, but disconnected with any organiza-
tion; though he had Jately been in sympa-
pathy with James Collin Brewster.

BeLorr, Rock County, Wis,,
April 24th, 1854,
Brother Jokn E. Page:—Supposing that
you are already aware of the manifestations
of Heaven in behalf of Zion in our midst,
I will not revert to them prior to the last
(April) Conference, in this letter, At that
<onference an organization was cowmn-
menced according to a pattern revesled at
the opening of this dispensation—given
and confirmed at that time by indubilable
evidence—by the Holy Ghost, that we
might in legal unity labor for Zion and her
captive sons and daughters, who, as the
ancient prephet says, are scaltered upon
every mountain and high hill—hy the ngen.
cy of fulse and wicked shepherds; but God
has pledged his word to search after them,
and to feed them—with knowledge and un.
derstanding-that they may discern between
thie evil and the good, between thie elean and
the unclean. This he has done by dispel.
ling the mists of darkness which have hith.
erto {to many) concealed the “rod of iron,”
apd left those who once would fain have
plucked out their eyes for the cause—to
waunder in a maze of doubt—whirling in
interminable eddies belween hope nnd des.
poir—to murmur against God. DBut the
iflumination of the Spiriz of truth re-
duces 1ihis restless and unquiet spirit—
willing 1o justify self and arraign the good-
ness, and even ilie justice of God—1o the
deepest humility ; showing that we went
into darkness by letting goihe rod of iron,
and the difficulty such have suffered, in ve.
turning to it, is answerable upon their own
heads. Having turned from the “narrow
way’ to another broad with privileges, ma-
ny have sought to return and are not able
—uot able—because they would return as
martyrs because of other men's sins—and
uvot a3 chastened and humbled for their
own sins, The word of God to us as his
law, is that alone by which we are to be
“preserved” and “perfected,” and that lIaw
has been disregarded, and hLence “destruc.
tion” and ¢mperfection have reigned. And
for this reason God Lias, in Lis own wisdom,
moved upon some of the feeblest of all the
captives, to raise their voice and cry, “Re-
turn, return to the law of God and be heal.
<d;"” and to re-establish the order revealed
in the beginning.

At the Conference we came before the
Lord (like Ezra and his companions from
the captives—Ezra 8:; 21) with fasting and
prayer, “to seek of him a right way,” and
received directions as follows:

“Let the greatest among you preside at
the conference. Let the conference appoint
three men, who shall select seven to be
Apaostles, and let the president of the con-
ference assisted by two others ordain them,
Let the Apostles choose twelve men, and
ordain them to be ahigh council,” &e.
quote from memory]. The other quorums
were referred to as things already under-
stood, with an isjunction to do sccordin
to the pattern. We accordingly set to wor
by this pattern. Seven were chosen and
ordained Apostles. And in behalf of m
hrethren of that quorum and the church,
write this letter, and ask you as freely and
candidly to examine this matter, and com-
municate 1o us your mind iu ihis regard,

as the Holy Bpirit shall lead you, when you |

lay it before the Lord and seek His guid-
ance. ‘The President of that Quorum we
recognize as the highest authority among
us, and the “}aﬁal representative” of the
rightful heir to the Presidency of the Priest-
hood and the Church, (by the voice of the
same), 88 you will have learned by the
pamphlet which I sent you, And a gnorum
of S¢venties colnmenced, of hetween twenty
and twenty-five, a part of whoni were already
Beventles; the rest were then ordained, and
when the number reaches seventy, seven
presidents will be chosen from among
them, according to the law. This is a
faithful sketch of our proceedings, which,
by the testimony of the Holy Ghost and
lieavenly visions at the time, we ore as.
sured is sanctioned, and recorded in heaven.
With sentiments of brotherly vegard, and
fellowship with all the captives and fellow
laborers for the salvation of Israel and the
redemption of Zion, I subscribe myself,

Yours in the faith of the Bon of God,

J. 'W. Bricas,

Elder Page did notreply to this letter, at
least none was received, Though this let-
ter was sufticient to base upon it & report
that we had applied to Elder Page to take
the Presidency of the Church, to eseape
the opprobrium of being & headless body.
Numbers were added to the church during
the summer and autumn, throughout the
branches and fields of labor. And atthe
October Conference of this year, (1853),
missions were appointed as follows:

Samuel Blair to Penasylvania; Albert
‘White to Eastern Wisconsin; H. B. Lowe
to Northern Wisconsin; Benj. Tatum to
Obhio; Ephraim Demmons to Northern
New York; Thos. Carrico to North-western
Illincis; Z. H. Gurley and Danijel B. Razey
to Bpringville and Western Wisconsin; H.
H. Deam and (eo. White to Green Co,
Wisconsin and vicinity; J. W. Briggs to
Bouthern Wisconsin, and charged with the
duty of writing end publishing a pam.
phlet to spread the light, and the views
entertained by the church.

During the autumn and winter there
‘were some strange manifestations of a gpir.
it hitherto but little known among us, and
caused no litle trouble. It was in prophe.

cy and tongues. Sometines boisierous, and
accusation began to be made against difl-
ferent persons through the gifts of prophe.
¢y, tongues, and interpretation; and this
in public meeting. At this mavy were ter.
rified; wot kunowing what moment they
might be publicly accused by the Holy
Ghost; while some who had thus been ac.
cused protested in the most solemu manner
their innocence. These things occurred
malnly in the Zarahemla Branch. There
was much discord and diffierences of opin.
ion respecting these manifestations, some
of which were as follows: When the spir-
itmoved to speak by way of rebulke, accusu.
tion, or chastisement of a brother or sistter,
the spenker would not only name the ac.
cused and pointto them, but would frequent.
Iy while speaking approach and cull them
over the head and various parts of the
body;—eastigating them in the name of
God. Those cases, however, geverally oc-
curred in special meetings appointed
through the zeal of those so gifted, and not
intheregular meetings. The whole branch
was in doubt what to do. Many believed
the spirit was false but many others
thought it the Holy Ghost. The resident
elders were mainly young members; hence
the {imidity in meeting the case. But a
solution came in due time and doubt re.
specting its real character was entirely ve-
movad, by the Bpirit itself, in the following
manner.  One speaking by it, accusing
another in the scverest language, and de-
manding instant confession, which was at
once proftered, though the offence com.
plaived of was trivial, but the speaker by
the Spirit commanded the confessing one,
to get upon their knees to them, While an.
other one was by the spirit moved to bark
like a wolf.

The spirit was rebuked and all were sat.
isfied and peace restored. And from that
time the spirit that becamea public accuser
of individual membors, hins been generally
regarded a sa false spirit. And that tongues
spoken were not necessarily the word of the
Lord as had been largely believed; but that
though the gift was of God; but might be
exercised either under the influence of the
Holy Bpirit, by one's own spirit, or & false
spirit, Hencethe sentiments spoken would
be, of God, of themselves, speaking out of
their own hearts, or fulse, by a false spirit,
Thus the admonition “try the spirits” was
pressed upon us.

About this time another cause of troubie
showed itself; which subsequently was
believed to be due to a similar spirit to the
one above referved to. Bro. H, H. Denin
conceived the idea that the expected son
of Joseph, had neglected to comply with
the will of God, and had forfeited the right,
and that it was our privilege and duty to
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go forward and fully organize. Such was
the force of his rensoning that numbers
were inclined to the same view, while oth.
ers were in doubt, and all were disturbed.
About the middle of January, (1854), Br.
Deam went to see J. W. Brigps, at Beloit,
to confer upon the subject. The consulta-
tion lasted two days, during which he
urged his views nt length, and late at night
of the second day he proposed that he
(J. W. Briggs) should be sustained by him-
self and all who he had influence with, as
the president, who, with his two counsel-
lors wouldl constitute the legitimate presi.
dency of the church. “Let this position
be tnken,” he said, and we will carry the
whole church, except Bro. Gurley and a
few of his personal friends and they will
soon fall in too,”

Whether this was a temptation, or how
strong it was, matters very little except to
the one tempted, so we pass it, and state the
conclusion of this council, which was,
that Elder Deam should not leach, or take
any step looking to any change in the
organization, only in concert with the
brethren of the Quorum of the Twelve,
and especially with Elder J. W. Briggs.
This was urged by the latter and agreed
to, and Elder Deam returned {o Zarahemla,

The Messenger.

Jason W. Brigas - -

Epitor.

Salt Lake City, June, 1876,

THE CHAPEL.

In view of the hardness of Lhe times, and
the Centennial expenses, we commend {he
suggention, that all who are willing to as-
sist, but cannot just now, signify the same
snd the amount, and time of payment.
And we ask such aid as for as possible, say
by the 15th of October next. If this is too
soon, tell us when, so that the committee
mey know how Lo act.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND
READERS.

Waexn the Messexcer was commenced, it
was intended to continue it perhaps for one
yesr only; but circumstances have overrul-
ed, and the second volume commenced, nnd
has been issued regularly up to the present,
under very many disadvaniages, And it is
intended now to conlinue this yenr out.
But we have no press, hence it is done at &
job office, and must be paid for each iesue,
{or receive an emphaile dun, ag was the
cage for the last, which we now pass over
to you who are in arrears). We have mo
fund, no aslary to fall back upon; hence in

obedience to the highest law known to us,

and applicable to the case, necessity, here.
after it may be issued just ssregulsras the
receipts will pay for, and no faster. The
twelve numbers will he published, but may
be delayed—though we hope not.

It will surprise each one of you that have
forgotlen, or neglected, to send the fifty
cenis, to learn that nearly six hundred oth-
ers bave done the eame thing, Now if each

one of these will write us s letter, short or
long, a8 it suits you, and put fifty cents in,
we promise you ghall have the Messexazr
sent regularly, snd you shall not hear
another word of this kind.

This is the orthedox siastement of Lhe
csse,—we aubmit it to you, and awail your
aotion,

s J—

BRIGHAM YOUNG'S BUCCESSOR.

Tais is the bone of contention among the
chiefs of the Utah Organization. The idea
of lineal right, was repudialed by B. Young
and his coadjutors, in placing him in the
presidency, though now sought to be reviv-
ed by Brigham, in favor of his son; it
chokes many, and others refuse to swallow
it. The books say “the president of the
church is appointed by revelation,” but
this don’t suit, and the example sef by Brig-
ham would give it to the President of the
Twelve, and that would give it to John
Taylor, which is very distasteful to the man
who now holds the keys, We see but one
feasible way out of this muddle that cad
satisfy him and preserve consistency and
reach the object, which we suggest. If B.
Young is the successor of Joseph Smith,
let him do, as he says Joseph did, first
dismiss John Taylor and appoint his son
Brighnm President of the Twelve, then con-
vene say fifty men including the Twelve
and “roll the kingdom on to their shoul.
ders.” This is regular, follow precedence.
N. B.—No charge for this advice,

“RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE.”

WE take the following from a pamphlet,
by George A. Smith, called “Questions and
Answers,” &c., page 30:

“Elder Orson Pratt went on a mission to
Austria, in April, 1864, accompanjed b
Elder Wm. H. Riter. He proceeded to V1.
enna, where they labored forseveral months
to acquire the Germnan language; but in
consequence of religious intolerance, they
were unable to open a door for the procla
mation of the gospel in that country.”

In 1863 the first missionaries of the Re.
organized Church, B. C. Briggs and A,
McCord, took & mission to Utah; and in
Salt Lake City met the same “religious in.
tolerance” among Mr. Pratt’s brethren;
but succeeded, in spite of it, in planting
the standard of truth, which still waves—
& beacon of hope to those crushed by that
same “religious intolerance.”

il .
-l >

Pre-Existence.

On receiving Herald of April Tst, I was
started anew with regard to apirit doctrine.
I had noticed it in Br. Blair’s discuseion with
Mr. Sheldon and thought of ils inconsisten-
¢y, but did not suppose such would go any
further, It being haiched up in Nauvoo, I
have good reason to think, as I had beenn
member and preacher in the church ten
years in the Fast, and had never heard of
such before 1 came to mingle with the
brethren in Nauvoo,

It wad freely talked ihere that many
gpirite were wailing in the spirit world for
bodies begotlen ihat they might enter.
Therefore the males shonld be choosing out
girls. But I minded the Twelve had the

.

first choice Lo ndd to wives concubines, and
the young men were looking on. - The spir-
ils were going the rounds, and nne man was
pointed out of whom it was said was in his:
seventh body. I koow not but others had
had thousanda, for it was represented the
spirits had been going the rounds, com-
mencing with Adam and Eve,

If uch is not Heathen mythology, [ am
at & loss what to call it. It desiroys the
Bible resurrection, and the Atonement is &
farce. But perhaps such is the resurrec-
tion Drigham embraces; it is good as his
Adam-god. Would such as believe the spir-
its go the rounds ss above represented,
make out the wicked spirits in bodies go
through that burning lake, lose their bodies
snd then lake another to do beller? Now
it must be fixed up some way different ; o
new resurrection needs s way. Come on,
ye new theoriste, make your ways clear, Y
have stood sgainst o number, and though
quite old, I may be able to do so n little

more.
TRADUCIANA.

That God brenthed intelligent life into
Adam, and Lthat he begal intelligent life as
well as fleshly bodies is provenble by Bible
and physiology. Children resemble parents
in dispesition much as in countennance.
Intelligence came from God to Adam, who
sot him at work to begel his kind, and this
iz why we see go much nnd g0 early of that
fallen nafure in the child,

Orp Time Baint.

b &

Was Joseph Smith a Polygn-
mist.

Just now, the public mind is sgitated up-
on this quesiion as much, perhaps as ever
before. Hence a filting time, as others have
done, to express an opinion.

YWhoever travels over the Western moun-
tains must learn something of the strange
people inhabiting their vallies, known as
Mormons. Struck at once with their isola«
tion, an enquiring thought arises a3 to why
they are there, in such seclusion. A notice-
able feature of their religious discipline—
polygamy—suggeate o sntisfactory anawer.
An innovstion on the rules governing en-
lightened society s introduced among them
as & raligious rite. But whence its orgin?
And by what authority is it maintained?
By them it is labelled divine, revered as the
safe security of human happiness, the pan-
acen of allthe socialills of depraved society.
—It sesks & showing in public journals, and
is soattered ever the country with o zenl as
though it is but Lo be known to be belisved.
Challengea the admiration of Lhe learned
and pious, among christians and heathens,
and points to the proud record of pairiarchs
and prophets as proof of ils divinity. David,
Solomon and Gideon wers polygamista, and
the amiles of Providence were upon them,
hence the conclusion—polygamy is divine.
But if this enquiry is pushed too far, the
proofsthought to begood evidence inanswer,
pales and vanishes. Iluman example is as-
sumed as divine authority.

They have forgollen that old lime usages,
wrong and local, were corrccted by wiser
legisiation. It was wrillen “An eye for an
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History of the Reorganization of the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints,—Cuae. 1x. 7

Considerable uneasiness was felt by
the saints over this disunion in sentiment
-developed by the agitation by Elder
Deam, though he for awhile conformed
‘to the agreement referred to above.

‘Others helped it on, and his claiming to
receive manifestations of the Spirit fa-
‘voring his views, it resulted in develop-
‘ing what was known as the “Deam par-
ty.” Meanwhile the following testimony
was received and sent to Zarahemla by
the President of the Twelve :

A Testimony of the. Iloly Spiril, gvien at
Beloit, Wisconsin, January 29th, 1854, con-
ccrning the Saints at Zarahemla :—Ye ask
truly, but ye ask amiss; cleanse ye your-
selves of all bitterness and come before me
as one man, and prove me hereby, saith'the
Lord, by the voice of his Spirit; andlo! I
will scatter the darkness, and thy watch-
men, oh! mine lsrael, shall see eye to eye,
-and this remnant shall arise out of obscuri-
ty “and Jout of darkness. Uphold the first
elder, or senior, by your faith and prayers,
and I will give you knowledge and strength,
even hiddey yigdom, concerning this rem-
nsnt, of whom I have spoken in days of old,
whom I have appointed to speak comforta-
bly unto the captives, and give them bread
and water in their journey. Therefore seck
the preparalion, for that which I have
promised, even power over false epirils and
disease; and if you seek it jn unity, with
ull your hearts, I will bless:the sacrifice,
aud you shall have peace and joy, beyond
that which you have before tasted in Zara-
hemla.” .

At the April Conference following, it
was resolved, unanimously, after some
discussion, that manifestations of the
Spirit, in any wise relating to the church
a3 a body, should be written and sub-
mitted to a body of high priests before
circulating or teaching them to the
church, and only then on their being
approved. This precautionary measure
against imposition through spiritual gifts
hus been questioned, and sometimes rid-
iculed, as an attempt to bind the Spirit,
or dictate to, or control the gifts. But
the obvious sense of the measure, and
the principle involved in it is, to dis-
criminate between that which is genuine
and that which is counterfeit, and the
samie necessity still exists ; and the judges
in the case as undefined in fact, now as
they were then. It is the province of
the assembly of the quorums, as such, to
s0 act. .

A degree of peace and harmony fol-
lowed this conference and the elders did
considerable labor, which was blessed
with numerous additions to the church.’
Among these was Bro. Samuel Powers,
who for some years had begn an outside
believer. In July, of this year, Aaron

-Smith, the first convert to James J. :

Strang and one of his chief witnesses
and counsellor, came to Zarahemla and
united with the church by baptism, at
which time the question of re.baptism
was first prominently brought forward.
It happened that a very general attend-
ance of the church at Zarahemla, and
the surrounding branches wers present,
among whom were Bron. Z. H. Gurley,
Deam, Cunningham and J. W. Briggs,

.of the Twelve, and Ethan Griffith, of

Potosi. .It was urged by some that we
should begin anew, and all be baptized,
and thenceforward make it a test of fel-
lowship. Elders Deam, Cunningham
and Griflith favored this, and the latter,
together with Bro. Aaron Smith, just
received, urged it with great vehemence.
On the other hand, Elders Z. H. Gurley
and J. W. Briggs took the ground that
where the evidence of & legal baptism
once having been reccived, and in the
absence of evidence of expulsion or apos-
tasy, it was not admissable to require a
re-baptism, to be identified with the Re-
organization; but that in such oases it
was optional with the persons themselves
—a matter of conscience with™ them
alone. This latter view, had been acted
upon generally up to thig time, but now
it was affirmed ; and' became a ruling
precedent thenoceforward. But from thi
day, it became the occasion of schism:-
At this point the divergence began,
which developed the ‘“Deam party.”
Tor between this and the October con:
ference, they had taken steps to organ-
ize according to the plan proposed by
H, H. Deam, in the January previous,
as related in the last chapter. Their
platform, so to speak, had but two planks
in it,—*re-baptism” and a “perfeot or!
ganization,” of the first presidency. Thé
former they made g test, and accomplish-
ed the latter by making . H. Deam
preeident, and Aaron Smith the first of
two councillors; and they held a separ-
ate conference on tha sixth of October.
This was the darkest time that had
arisen since the restoration had com-
menced, and threatened its progress, if

‘not its ruin, Under these auspices the

October conference of 1854 met, was
very well attended, at which the posi-
tion ocoupied upon those points were
re-examined and re-aflirmed, -and the
schismatics disfellowshiped as a body,
and H. H, Deam and J. Cunningham
were expelled from the Quorum of the
Twelve. - T e
Numerous manifestations of the Spirit
were received, approving the work, and
testifying that this last schismatic organ-
ization, together with the .others that
had arisen. elsewhere,.should “cease to
exist, should * utterly -dissolve,’!. eto.

At this conference -an individual pre- .

‘& theoretical side.

sented himself for baptism, stating that
he came to us as Jesus went to John,—
the greater to the lesser,—that he was
“the second coming of Christ,”— the
Elijah of scripture, and Gabriel. He
wore a “leather girdle,” and carried in
his hand an “iron rod; with the latter
he was going to ‘‘break in prices the na-
tions.” H. H.Deam had of late assum-
ed the Prophet office, and here was one
calling himself Christ, fulfilling predic-
tions made, as related in a previous
chapter.

<

Inspiration—Is it Believed? Xf
80, Isjit Understood?

It is professed by all nations and its be-

lief attested by uniform tradition. The
learned and the unlearned, the king and the
peasant, the rich and the poor, the virtuous
and the vicious, old and young, sl, claim
to have been ils recipients, and gll ¢bear
testimony” to its genuineness and import-
ance. Indeed no doctrine or dogma, has a
greater ‘‘cloud of witnesses,” or more uni-
form in their testimony of the general fact;
and if this wera the object of 1his article, to
establish that fact, it would be sufficient to
enumerate this multitude of witnessey, and
note thg ‘‘universal consent' of mankind,
and the object would be attained. If human
testimony js compotent to establish it, then
is it established.
. But what is meant by inspiraiion? How
is it understord? or, rather, What ia it un-
derstood to be? Is inspiration dependent
upon, or independent of the faculties of the
mind? These questions need not be oon-
sidered if inspiratian in the abstract alone,
ia in igsue; butit Lhas a practiosl as well as
Inspiration includes
fevelntion, commandments, promises, wara-
ings, threatnings, and involvee changds in
thought ang action, and may, revolutionize
an individual, a family, a neighborhood or
& nation. And since, while the greatest
uninimity exisis in regard to the abstract
idea of inspiralion, the greatest conceivable
discrepency exists respecting the revela-
tions, and commendwents based thereon.
“The inspiration of Moses gave rise tq com-
mandments and statutes, which that of a
subsequent prophet declares, ‘‘was not
good,” and that of Jesus superceded by
such ag were good. If iuspiration is de-
pendent upon human facullies, all this is
easy to understand ; but if independent of
them ia it not inspiration in oconflict with
iteelf? If James had succeeded Moses, in-
stead of Josbua, Jericho and its neigh-
boring towns might, for him have remainad
‘unto this day,” because his inspiration
taught that ‘*wars and fightings ccme of
your Justs,” which ¢“conceiving bring fortk
8in.” Hence forbidden.
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