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HIGH PRIES rs. 
TmmE arc some who have held that there 
never was no1· ever was to be but one 
High Priest after the order of Mclchi:r.c
dek in the Chmch of Chri&t, How can 
they reconcile this idea .with the fact that 
Melchi~edck held the same oflicc of priest
hood? Moses and David and P:ml bear 
witness of Mclchizedck and his priesthood. 
(Gen. 14: 18; Ps. I 10: 4i Hch. 7: I-22). 
If there were never but the two orders of 
priesthoocl, namely, the Melchizcdek and 
Aaronic, and if the Aaronic onlcr did not 
exist till Aaron was called and ordained, 
and further, if there were but Christ and 
Mclchizeclek in the Melchizedek "order," 
what kind of priesthood did Moses hold? 
Moses was a priest, and officiated as such. 
Ps. 99: 6; Ex. 24: 4-8. Able adminis
tered in the Prier;t's office; (Gen. 4: 3-5); 
so tlid Noah; (Gen. 8: 201 2I); so did 
Abraham; (Gen. 22: I 3); and Jacob; (Gen. 
31: S4i 46: I); and Job. I: 5; 42·: 8); and 
so ~lid Jethro; (Ex. IS: I-24-

Samuel, (I Sam. 7: 9); David, (i Sam •. 
G:. 18); Elijah, (I King IS: 30-38), these, 
With others, olliciated as Priests, though 
not of the family of Aaron, and God ap
proved their ministrations with extraordi
na~y blessings. Is it not then consistent to 
clmm that these Priests were after the or
der of Melchizedek? Certain! y they were 

not after the order of Aaron; and inas
much as there are but that and the order 
of Melehi~edek mentioned in the Bible, 
we are hound to conclude they belonged 
to the latter. 

Peter tells us that the Christian Church 
P
1
°Ssessed a "royal"-kingly-:-priesthood, 

( ~1et. 2: 9). John the Revelator teaches 
~ 1 1111 al'!y. (Rev. z: 6). These being 
t~cts, there must of necessity he a grada
;on of its authoritil~s iu{d offices· hence 

t lere .m~1st he high and lesser Pri~sts. 
t Tlus 1s just how the matter was under
hood l~y the early Christians; for Bing-

am m A11t, Chris, Ch., !lays: "St, 
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Jerome observes, Tbey [the early Chris
tians] reckoned that to be no church, which 
had no Priests." And further: "St. J e
rome, who will be allowed to speak the 
sense of the ancients ..•. says that both 
in the Old and New Testaments, the High 
Priests are an order, the Priests another, 
and the Levitcs anothcr."-Page 50. 
"Tertullian, in his book De Baptismo, 
says: The 'right to bnptize belongs to the 
Chief Priests." or these "Chief Priests" 
he further says: "It was no human 
invention, but an originnl settlement of the 
apostles themselves, which they made by 
tliviuc appnhztmeut."-p. 54· 

Again Bingham says: 
"Now this is most expressly said by Thcodoret, 

thnt he [Ignatius] received the gift of the high 
jwir.sthood from the hand cf the great Pctcr."-·P· Go. 

These testimonies prove that the early 
christians claimed to have in their midst 
both the Levitical and the "high priest
hood." 

We are now reminded by a tract sent 
us, that David Whitmer thinks that Christ 
was the last great High Priest after the 
order of Melchiseclck. If so, these early 
Christians nnd their immediate successors 
were badly deceived, and were miserable 
deceivers, and further, Joseph the Seer and 
Oliver Cowdery were likewise base de
ceivers, for they hoth taught as did the 
early Christians in respect to the high 
priesthood being in the Church of Christ. 
The difference between David Whitmer 
and Joseph and Oliver lie"s in the fact that 
the latter were called and ordained of God 
to found and build and set in order the 
Church of Christ, and David Whitmer was 
not. And when he undert.akes to do that 
to which God has not called him, we may 
expect he will make mistakes and mislead 
others. We respect Bro. D. Whitmer in 
his proper calling, hut not out of it. Here 
is proof that the office of High Priest in 
the church in this age is approved of God, 
from the Times atzd Seasons, vol. 5, page 
738: 

"On the 18th of March, the High Priests as
sembled in the school room of the prophets and 
were organized according to revelnllon, In prayer, 
by S. Rigdon. Doctor Hurlbut was ordained nn 
Elder; after which Elder Rigdon expressed a de
sire that himself and llro. F. G. Williams should 
be ordained to the office, to which they hnd been 
called; viz: that of presidents of the high priest
hood, and to be equnlln holding the keys of the 
kingdom with Brother Joseph Smith, junior, 
according to the revelation given on the 8th of 
March, 1833· 

"Accordingly I lnid my hands on Brother Sid
ney and Frederick nnd ordained th~m to tnke 
part with me In holding the keys ,of this last king
dom, nnd to assist In the presidency of the high 
priesthood, as my counselors j _nfte1· wl~ich 1 I ex-

hortcd the brethren to faithfulness, and diligence · 
in keeping the commnnr.mcnts c>f God, nnd gave 
much itistruction for the benefit of .the saints, 
with a promise thnt the pure in heart would sec 
n heavenly vision; nnd after remaining a short 
time in secret prnye~·, the promise wns verified; 
fo1· many present had the eyes of their nndci·
stnndings opened by the Spirit of God so as to be
hold mnny things. 

"1 then blessed the hrend ami wine, and dlstrlb· 
uted n portion to each, aftc1· which many of the 
brethren saw a heavenly vlt;ion of the Savior, 
nnd concourses of angl•h•, nnd 1nany other things, 
of which cnch one has a record of whnt they 
snw, &c." 

Both J oscph and Oliver testify to the· 
fact of both the Aaronic and Melchisedek 
priesthood being in the church, and of 
their being conferred by the ministrntion 
of angels. Sec letter of 0. Cowdery in 
)J1'essengcr aud Advo•ate page I 51 also 
Swpplmneut to kli!l. Star, vol. 15, also 
il1'il1. Star I5: 2II. Oliver Cowdery fully 
endorsed the fact of there being High 
Priests in the church, as may be seen in 
his writings. See il£csscn;rcr and Ad~'O;. 
cate, pps. 265-268, 28 r. 'l'lw full history 
of the endowment received at Kirtland in 
the winter. of 1835-6, il:lill. Star, vol. Is, 
pps. 5IS-739, in all of 'which Oliver par
ticipated, fully attests the fact of the Mcl
chiscdek and Aaronic priesthood being in 
the church. · 

How did it then occur that God so won
derfully blessed and endowed his people, 
incluuing High Priests, if this order of 
priesthood was not authoriz:e.fl and ordain
ed of God? The fact is beyond dispute, 
that God most signally endorsed and ap
proved by his Spirit the arrangement of 
the priesthood in the Kirtland endowment. 
And it is likewise a fact, that the ministry 
during and after that endowment had 
greater grace and power and success thnn 
ever before. \Ve follow them to Cana!la 
and the various states, also to· England, 
Scotland and Wales, and we find thCJr 
labors are wonderfully blessed of God by 
signs following, and this continued till the 
blightin.g d~ctrines of P?lyg~my, priestly 
oppressiOn, and other cvtl thmgs were in
troduced. The fact remains, and its les
sons should be heeded, that aftet• the Book 
of Doctrine and Covenants was compiled 
nnd endorsed by the General Assembly, 
and after the full organization of tlw 
Church and its priesthood in the , yt>ars of 
1835 and I836, the work of the ministry 
was· blessed to a grenter degree than ever 
before. How could this be, if the Church 
was being corrupted by a false priesthood.· 
a false organization, and false revelations 1 
Think of it. Who is it w.ho now proposes 
to regulate and set in order the Church 
upon these matters? Have they been 
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called and sent of God to do it? What 
and where are their credentials? vVhere 
in the accepted word of God are they even 
hinted at as the Lord's servants to set in 
order his Church and regtilate those things 
they claim are in disorder?. Again. we 
ask what and whence are the1r credenttals ?· 

In respect to this matter of High Priests 
of the order of Melchizedek being in the 
Church of God, the Book of Mormon is 
very plain, and its teachings harmonize 
w1th those of Joseph and Oliver. The 
prophet Alma says: 

"And now my brethren, seeing we know these 
things, and they arc true, Jet us repent, and har
den not our hearts, that we provoke nollhe Lord 
our God to pull down his wrath upon us In these 
his second commandments which he has given 
unto us; but let us enter into the rest of God,· 
which Is prepared according to his word. And 
again: my brethren, I would cite your minds 
forward to the time when the Lord God gave 
these commandmcmts unto his children; and I 
would that ye should remember that the Lon! 
God ordained priests, after his holy order, which 
was after the order of his Son, to teach these 

·things unto the people; ami those priests were 
ordained after the order of his Son, in a manner 
thereby the people might know in what manner 
to look forward to his Son for redemption. And 
this is the manner after which they were ordain
ed: being called and prepared from the founda· 
tion of the world, acconllng to the foreknow· 
ledge of God, on account of their exceeding faith 
and good works; in the first place being left to 
choose good or evil; therefore they having 
chosen good, and. exercising exceeding great 
faith, are called with n holy calling, yea, with 
that holy calling which was prepared with and 
according to, a preparatory redemption for wch; 
and thus they have been called to this holy call
ing on account of their faith, while others would 
reject the Spirit of God on account of the hard
ness of their hearts and blinclncss of their minds, 
while, If It had not been for this, they might had 
as great privilege as their brethren. 0•· in fine: 
in the first place they were on the same standing 
with their brethren; thus this calling being pre
pared from the foundation of the world for such 
as would not harden their hearts, being in and 
through the atonement of the only begotten Son, 
who was prepared; and thus being called by this 
holy calling, and ordained unto the high priest
hood of the holy order of God, to teach his com
mandments unto the children of men, that they 
also might cntc1· Into his rest, this high priest
hood being after the order of his Son, which or
der was from the foundation of the world: or In 
other words, being without beginning of uays 
or end of years, being prepared from eternity to 
all eternity, according to his foreknowledge of all 
things. Nr>w they were orualned after this man
ner; llelng called with a holy calling, and or
dained with a holy ordinance, and taking upon 
them the high priesthood of the holy oruer, which 
calling and ordinance, and high priesthood, Is 
without beginning or end; thus they became 
High Priests forever, after the order of the Son, 
the oniy begotten of the Father, who Is without 
beginning of days or end of years, who Is full of 
grace, equity and truth. And thus It Is. Amen. 

"Now as I said concerning the holy order of 
this high priesthood : there were many who were 
9rdnlned ~n~ became high priests of God; and It 
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was.on account of their exceeding faith and re
pentance, and their righteousness before God, 
they choosing to repent and work righteousness, 
rather than to perish; ll]erefore they were called 
after this holy order, anu we1 e sanctified, and 
their garments were washed white, through the 
blood of the Lamb. Now they, after being 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their gar
ments made white, being pure and spotless before 
God, could not look upon sin, save It were with 
abhorrence; and there were many, exceeding 
great many, who were made pure, and entered 
into the rest of the Lord their God. And now, 
my brethren, I would that ye should humble yonr
selves before God, nnd bring forth fruit meet for 
repentance, that ye may also enter into that rest; 
yen, humble yourselves even as the people of the 
days of Melchizcdek, who was also a high priest 
after this same order which I hav'e spoken, who al
so took upon him the high priesthood forcvor. And 
iL was this same Melchizedek to whom Abraham 
paid tithes: yen, even our father Abmhnm paid 
tithes of one tenth part of all he possessed. Now . 
these ordinances were given after this manner, 
that therl•by the people might look forward on 
lh<! son of God, it being n type of his order, or it 
being his order; and this, that they might look 
forward to him for a remission of their sins, that 
they might enle1· into the rest of the Lord." ·· 

"Now this Melchizcdek was a king over the 
land of Salem; and his people had waxed strong 
in iniquity and a)Jominations; yen, they had all 
gone astray: they were full of all manner of wick· 
edness; but Melchizedek having exercised mighty 
faith, and received the otlice of the high priest
hoOll, according to the holy order of God, did 
preach repentance· unto his people. Ami behold, 
they did repent; and Mclchizedek did establbh 
peace in the land in his days; therefore he was 
called the prince of peace, for he was the king of 
!:ialcm; and he did reign unuer his fathe1-. Now 
there were many before him, and also there wl•rc 
many afterwards, hut none were greater; there· 
fore of him they have more particularly made 
mention. Now I .need not rchearHc the matter; 
what I have said, may sutlice. Behold, the script
ures arc before you; if ye will wrest them it shall 
he to your own dlstruction."-Alma, 9: (i; 10 

It ::!. 

In this q notation we learn that this priest
hood is eternal, and continues forever· in 
the Church of God; that then! were many 
High Priests hoth before and after the 
days of Mclchizdek; that this was Christ's 
"order;" that this order was ordained of 
God to teach "the plan of redemption"
thc gospel-and administer its "ordinan
ces," including the law of tithing. And 
Alma, in chapter 2: I, teaches as follows: 

· "And they began to establish the church more 
fully; yen, and many were baptized In the waters 
of Sidon, and were joined to the church of God; 
yen, they were baptized by the hand of Alma, 
who had been consecrated the Illgh Pl'iest over 
the proplc of the church, by the hnnd of hie fath
er, Alma." 

The same is said in Mosiah I 3: G. Here 
we have "the Church of God," and a 
"High Priest~' presiding over it. These 
testimonies plainly show that living, act
ive, ministering High Priests arc proper 
oflicers in the Church of God. And that 
"Priests" nrc properly chmch officials 

may be s~en ~till further in ~Nephi 4-: s; 
Alma ro. 14-, 14: 2; Morom, chapters 

3 and 4· It !ollo.ws as a necessity that 
,where there 1s prtesthood, there must be a 
gmdatio~ of officers in it, hence high and 
lesser Pncsts. 

In conclusion. When we are asssured 
th~t God calle~ and ~rdained Joseph and 
Oltvcr t~ o,:gantzc, bmld, and regulate his 
church, tt 1s much safer to trust in what 
they did in that direction than to heed the 

. doubts and cavils and quibblings and op
position of those whom God has not called 
to that work. It is wise and safe to trust 
in the church and priesthood of G~d as 
founded and set in order by Joseph the 
Seer and Oliver his "spokesman." "Wis
dom is justified of her children." 

PERSECUTION A"ND ITS CAUSES. 
(Continued from pngc 629). 

FnoM the foregoing ·publicly avowed sen
timents aml purposes of the Saints, it seems 
incredible that they, soon after, would 

. receive such treatment as civilized people 
impute alone to barbarous savages, and 
receive it, too, from those who professed 
to be an enlightened, Christian, American 
community. 

vV e now submit the following facts from 
which it will be readily seen that it was 
not for crimes against the law of the land, 
nor for vicious conduct against the moral 
purity of society that these Saints were 
contemned, dcride'd, threatened, plundered, 
and driven from home and country, but 
simply because they professctl the same 
kind of religion as that taugl!_t by Christ, 
his npostlcs and the early Christians; also 
because they were free-state people and 
anti-slnvcry in sentiment; and for the fur
ther reason that the Jackson county poli
ticians and their followers were determined 
that these anti-~lavpry Saints should not 
have the rights of migration, of domain, 

. of home, of trade, of religion, and of the 
elective franchise-the rights sacred to 
every American freeman I These were 
the chie( cam;es, as will be seen by their 
self-convicting "mldrcss" which we no~ 
introduce taken from the JtVcstcru Jlfom
tor of August 2d, I83~, and ecli~ed hy 
Weston F. Birch, at Fayette, M1ssoun. 
Here it is: 

MoRMONISM :-At a meeting of the citizens of 
Jackson county, Missouri, called for the purpose 
of adopting measures to rid themselves of the 
sect of fanatics, called Mormons, held at lndc· 
pendencc on the 2oth day of July, 1833; which 
meeting was composed of gentlemen from every 
part of the county, there being present between 
four and five hundred persons. 

The meeting was organlzedJby calling Colonel 
Richard Simpson to the chnlr, and appointing 
James H. Flournoy and Col. Samuel D. LucnR, 
secretaries. It was resolved that a committee of 
seven be appointed to report an address to the 

Public In relation to the object of this meeting; 
' .. I 

and the chair named the following ·gentlemen, 0 

wit: Russell Hicks Esq., Robert Johnson, Henry 
Chiles Esq., Colonel James Hambright, Thomns 
Hudspeth, Joel F. Chiles, and James M. Hunter, 
The meeting 'then adjourned; and convened 
ngnln

1 
when Robert Johnson1 the chairman oi 

www.LatterDayTruth.org




