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To the saints scaticre'i abr oad in all Lancls, to thoss that a'm qfa@ oﬁ, amd o

bot]z. you) 8 and ours.

Berovep BrerTures, who . have obtdined hlxe prec.ous “faith- wn
through the knowledre of our Lord Jesus Christ; Being called with &h holy
calling, and made pnml ers with us of the spirit of adoption, wherebywe
-are cnubled to say Abba Fatber, It seemeth goud uuto us to write unto %ou,
that all saints may know (according to the revduumﬁrglven u,nto us) the -~
relation the church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints now’ sustainibe- -
fore God the Etcrnal Father, and the relation in which we-as saints stand,
in reation to it, and to each other. And this duty devoives upon.us with
more imperative forea, in that we have before us the w Tilings of ancient
prophets fulfiiled, and present revelations s given, wherchy we can determine
with certainty tLe character of the whole church, (embracing.all its parts,)
in the prescnee of the Ahnighty, we first proceed to show {rom the Book. of
Doctrine and Coveudals, (first editiony received by the whole-Churghin
General Assembly convened, Aupust 15th, 1825, as the rile of thehr faith—

and practice, thal not one condition required of the churcxhy by Thedon
a consideration in the Covenadt] by which be had prownised them tire iy .
designated tand of Zicen, hiad b} then aM church bgcn fulfilled. ~See:Bac-—
“tions 12, page 8; 13: &, 9, 10; 20: 8; 2% 1y €2 3,4, 5; 9& 1;-101t 2, -
.‘.’, 3; 102 2 The above qnohmons shogy most cleaxly that the churchis
-1not enlv thhout any-legul claim to that land as their inheritauce, but ‘are .
undor condemnation and & curse, s not having organized themsélves under
the law of -Christ, even the celestiai laws for the benefit of-the poor. - See,
more particularly Sections 23 and 182 ou that snbject.” -
The truth being sustained that we as a.church hm&.not kept %he ldw .
given ui:lo us, we Thext proceed to show that the constituted a(fthontle‘s of- = .
the chureh have fallen iuto darkness, having also dcpal[ed i
- way. Yor the benefit of those who have not the law of théch‘tﬁ""

'be fxom tlm ‘Docmne '1d CO\(‘DdH[b tl.e evidence of 111

cannot be hlhll‘ﬂtxd nemw can they come_ to no.umt for ;of oi
walk in crooked patls, neither doth Ho- turn to.the uvht hand;.
left; neither doth Hevary from that which e hath said ‘thereford hi ]
are stramxfand His ceourse is one eternal ronud. Romember,’ remgmb'
that it is not the work of God that is f{rustraied, bil thﬂLWorﬁ.” g
although.a man may have many revetations, and have- pawer <

. mm'ht} works, et if he boasts in his owu s’trength and;setg gt
counsels 0. God, ‘and fol'dws afler t‘w dwtaté‘s of his own wi
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desu'es, he must fall und inclir the vengeance of a just God upou him,
Behold you have bean ‘entrusted with these lhmgs, t how strict were
Your -commandments; and_remember, also, the. promises which were mado
unto you; if you did not lram«gress them; and behold, how oft you hava

- transgressed the commandments und the laws of God, and have gope on in
the persuasions of men; for-behold, you should not have feared man more

— - than _God; although nien set at nought the couhbsels- oT"Gad, and despige his
words; yet you should have remainvd faithfyl, and He wonld have extended

his arm, and supported you’ ‘against all thic ficry darts of the adversary, and

He would have been with“you in every time of trouble. Behold,:thou art

. Joseph,'and thod” wast chosen fo do the work of the Lord, but because of
transgresslou, if thou art. nof* e, tlron wilt fall; but remember God is
merciful: therefore repent of that which thou hast done, which is_contrary

to the commandment which I gave you, and thou art still ‘chosen; and art
mgam called to the work., Except thou dg” ‘this, thou shalt be delivered up,
~and becomie as other men, and have no more gift.  When thou deliveredst

up that which God had given thee sight and posver to translate, thou delivor-
edst up that which was sacred into the hands-of a wicked man, who has set
at-nought the counsels of God, and has broken the most sacred promises,

*Whtc’rrw’ re made beforo God, and has- depended upon his own judgment,

- and has boasted in his own wi§dom; and this is the reason that thou hast
<---lost thry priviléges for a season,for thou hast suﬁlred the counsel of thy di-

rector to be tiampled upon from the beginning.”

=~Again, Section 11, page 4, last clause: “] hiave sent forth the fulncss of
# my gozpel By the hand of my servant Joseph; aund in weakness have | bless-
_ed him, and I have given unte him tle keys of the mystery of those things
which have been sealed, even things which were from the Toundation of

the world, and the thmgs which shall come from this time until the time of

my coming, if ho abide in me; and if not, another will I plant in his stead.”

We next call the attentiou of the reader.to a revelation given in Nauvoo,

~Jan. 19th, 1841. ..:Doctrine and Covenants; ‘page 400, the Lord is repre-

- sented as addressing the people thus: “If ye labor with all your might, I
-— will consecrate that xpot that it shall be made holy, and if my people wiil -
= hearken unto my voice, and untofthe voice oIy servants whom | have aps -
potited to lead them, Behold, verity I say unto you, they shall not be moved

= aut of their place. But it they will not hearken to my voice, norrunto the
voice of these men .whom I hawé appomted, they shall not be bles:ed be-
cause they pollmu my holy g‘roquS, and mine holy ordinances, and charters,

- and my holy words,"which 1 giye unto ‘them. And it shall come’to pass,

- that3f you-build a house unto iny name, and do nset the things that I say,

I will not perform the oath which I make unto you, neither fulfil the prom- -

ises that ye expect at my hatids, saith the Lord: for iustead of b! essings, ye,

by your own works;-bring. cursings, wrath, indignation, and judgments, up-
on your own—hedds, by your follies, and by all your abommahons, whuh

- you practice before me, saith the -Lord?” o .

;o T'his revelation is of ‘God, or of men: if of God, the condluon on the purt

of the church was not fulﬁlled or the ¢ promise of la‘oZI was ol no eﬁ'ecf, but

~.

_ From our owu- personal knowledg», we bear ‘the 1eshfnom that so far
““from rebelling, or refusing to hearkw=n to the vaice of those that were ap-
pomted to lead them, that the encomiums of the master builders were pass-
“ed upon them in tha public congregation almost every Sabbath day. Proba-
bly no pgople, in any age, under the iliko forbidding eircumstances, have
erected-am edifice to tho name of any God, with’ more diligence, patience,
. and perseverance, than the people of Nauvoo have done, as a body. No,
™ noteven the Jewa in theirTetarn fronr their captivity in Babylon, in rebuildipg - -
the temple, with the\r instruments for building in the one hand, and theweapr .
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" angofwarordefencein the olher,co [d have been more zealous. Yet,notwith-
standing their obedienco to counsel, they have been moved out af thelr place, -

_smitten, driven, ufflicted, and scattered; while a majorify of the churel

clieve, the rulers aré guiding the people by the inspiration of the Al-
mighty. This sentiment is predicated on the faith thut the prophet Jaseph

id receive and.retain until the day of his death, keys of priesthood, (or in
other words, keys of knowledge and power,) by wluc’h he could ask, and

'/’ receive direct revelations from Godto direct the church to salvation.

Come theu, follow saints, who believe “the above sentiment, and let us
reagon together. Let us examine those keys of priesthood which the au-
thiorities in the valley of:the Great Salt Lake profess to hold, by which they .=
can unlock the treasury of the Hedveus, and draw out the treasures of wig~
dem and power; by which they shall be able to- duhveHheMS in the day -
of peril and war; and by which they shall be able to foresee the evil; and
have wisdom to avert it.

“"We extract froma revelatlon, ‘Doctrme and Covenants,’ second edmeu,
page 107. “Aud again, Verily 1 say unto youw, Tet my servant: Wﬂllum
[Law] be appointed, ordained, and anointed as 8 counsellor unto my servant
Joseph, iif the rooai of my rervant Hiram, that my servant Hiram may+
tuke the offices of Priestbood and Patriarch, whicll was- appointed unto
him by his father, by blessing, and also by right, that from- henceforth he -
shall hold the keys of the patriarchal blessings upon the heads of all my -~
people: that whoever he blesses shall be blessed and whoever he cnrses
shall be-cursed: that whatsoever he shall bind-on earth shall bo bound in’
heaven, and whatsoever he shall {oose on earth shall be loosed in heaven;

_and from this time forth, T appoint unto him that he may be a.prophet; and
a seer, and a revelator unto my church, as well as my servant Joseph; that
he may actin.concert. also’ with my servant Joseph, and that he shall re-
ceive counsel from my servant Joscph; who shall show unto him the keys -
whereby he may ask and receive, and be ¢rowned with the same blessing, .
and glory, and honor, and priesthood, and gifts of the priestliood, Lhamm
were put.upon him that was my servant Oliver Cowdery; that my servant
ersuu may bear record of tho tlnngs which I'shall show lmto?nm‘ that his

tion, forever and cver.’ We beheve “that. it has never beexn pretﬁuded by;
the Tulers of the church in the Wlldemess, that they possessed more power .
~3vith God or.man than did the prophet and patriareb: and if this bo so,
though the mantle of Joseph is fallen upon them, that is, the same power,
how an ‘thay be safo guardians to the church? Let the ~history of those — -
two anoilited anes, the prophet and patriarch, be-an ensample untous, Not

.. Moses and.Aaron, or David, or Solomon, lived more—entirely i the affve-

tions of their people, than did these two lamentéd men, and if the prayers -
of thousauds of pieus suints could tiavesavod-them, they had not died. Bat
alas! their keys of priesthoed ceased—to- give them. power la enter within
the veil; they could not penetrate to lderStaTr&thzr counch of -the: he&vens,
they could not look into the future and read their fate; they knew ot un< -
til theyv had passed the thireshold of deat!t’s duor, In that day of d!ﬂress, '
when NduVOU was in peril, wheu dark clouds and gloommcsshrooded over

s:ﬂely. “and then ruxre flom the coumry LLpnrqu by same of mgi«,/{
twelve to retarn, for the salvation of the threatened city, they.yield them-.»
seives into the handsol their enemies, under the solemm piedguof the goveri
nor's protochon But in this act, they are but assheep going to'the slzrug'hter.
The governor's pledge is but as a thread of tow when it toncheth ‘the fire.
~ Mob violence rules, and the prophet &fid patriarch fall victims to ftgud Wi
" cruelty.  Here let humanity \scﬂp, 8nd barbur.ty itself stond confounded wt”
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- the tragical scene: {wo bmm{re}l and ad.nired by thousands, enjoy- .

- Daniel the prophet, that should -be set up-in the last days. Daniel says that

y ing the highest degree of -prescnt and fulure prospecls of domestic happi-

/nese, in the bloom of life, cut oftf' in a moment by theruthless hunds of un

* infuriated mob. - Then while their friends might-alneost challenge the good-

. ness end power of th~ Almighty for not exerting their principles for their
salvation, their encmies, having perpetrated the damning” deed- that made
their wives wilows, and their children fatherless, and clsthed a whole city
mourning, spreading lamentation-net ¢nly in this, bat in:foreign lands, might
well say it i5 enoygh. . -And yet, O tell it not in Gath, publish it*het among the

wagircumecised in heart,proclahn il not among the Gentiles, that in this place, ™'

H(Iﬁftland,) a small people have arisen, taking the inmocént name of the
Chureh of Christ, professing to build themselves up in great sanclity, and giving -
evidencn of their profession by denying the whole church of “Jésus Christ of
‘Latter Day Sainls, a¢ tne church of God, &id every muember thereof as saints
of God, pernetually threngh their ofgan, the Leader, not only denouncing tho
living, but reproaching the illustrions dead—yes, thatyery man whom they
nekhowledge has been the favored agent to bring - forth ‘by the power of the
Higliest, a worl, through which has been comrmunicated to themn all the light

* they have received. We will illustiate the character of this professedly pious

leader, by a‘supposed similar case, in_a professedly pious Jew; and this we
"de, not so.much for the benefit of the former, (for we-think his reform hope-
~less; ) as for the salvation and.instruction of the saints, that by the history. of
thbse things that are noted in the scriptures of truth, they may know how'to
eatimate. the character of the church or kingdem of God as spoken of by

_kingdomshoild.not be destroyed, that the kingdom should not-be left to other
people: and the prophets Have given abundant testimony that Israel shail-yet
. be restored to their own 1and, and that David should be raised up and be u

~ “princo over them. A sppposed case. A pious Jew is reading the record of

‘his father’s history, and in soliloguy reasons thus: Abraham’is my father, vet

~ he dissembled, and taught his wife to do likewise, before Pharach king of
Egypt, and Abimsléech king of Gerar, in which, places he sdjourned, by call-

Jing'ench other brother-8nd sister, begets a son by an Egyptian handmnaid of

~ T This wifs; and fﬁiﬁvhrg*svﬁrma permits-her mistress {o evil entreat her and

- _mael, of his body begotten, and his mother Hagar to wander from home, in

* drive her from home, and after the hirth of Isaaec, he sends his own son Ish-

the wilderness of DBeersheba; and afterwards;in a fit of insanity-or tempia-

"_tion, makes preparations to. sacrifice his son Isaac to' his.God: cven “hiin
through whow: the promise was made, that in Isanc shall thy seed be called,

and Isaac also-denies kis wife before the king of Gerar, feigning himself to-
be her brother. - Jacob, his son, less pious still, makes the necessity of hiy

_elder brother Esau, to whom jértained the birthright, his opportuuity {6 obtain -
his father’s fitst blessing, by purchasing his brother’s title to it, by giving him a -

morsel of meat,then obtains the blessing of the first-born, under tha hand of

"= “his blindfathér, by fraud and lying, and to escape the vengeance of his broth-

" er fligs his. country, goes to Haran, martics two daughters of liis tincle Laban,

. und of them aud their two handmaids, begets the twelve patriarchs. But the

sons of Jacob, the twelve patriarchs, were no better than their fathers. Hear

€

camp of warring latter day saints, referred to in

the +Organ of his Church, or Ensign of Liberty.”” The crime of the latfer

7 is, the ailempt to.recozer the just and legal possessions, from which they had

A

*- been exiled by a ruthless mob. The highest and only alledged crime for
= which the city of Shalem was laid waste was, that Shechem, the won-of Ha-

ﬁi}}&@_’({d‘dealt with” Dinal, the daughter of Jacob, as with an harlot. The
S fathspidd son commune with Jacob in the matter; the fatherinforms him of

the passion of hizsen for hig dauchter, that he would endow her to bhe his
1 wife;:.thé sen ploads aleo for himself, prays that he may find grace in the eves
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- ¢ntreats them 1o give him the damsel to wife. t the sons of Jacob answer-
them deceitfully, and _lay_a snare. for their feet, by which they arc. unwarily

caught. The two gons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi; slay all the males i ths——
city of Shalem with the sword, making all their wivés widows, and their chil-
“dren fatherless, And the sons of Jacob came upon the slain and spoiled the
city, and took their sheep, and their oxem, and their asses, and that which'

" was in thecity, and that which was in the ficld, and all -their wealth, and all’

their little oncs and @l their-wives toek they captive, and spoiled even all .
that was in the house, . = - ... T
Nor did the treachery: of the sons of Jacob end here. Judah, the fourth
son and patriarch, coinmits incest with his danghter-in-law, supposing her to
be a-harlot, which, had she been so, would have been a crime equal in mag-
nitude to that of Shechem, inithe casé of his sister, and on account of which .
the whole ‘city of Shalem was destroyed, yet he-does not acknowledge him- .
self a transgressor, but in his great piety and zeal, hearing that his daughter
Tamar had played the harlot, his lips of kindness say; -Bring ler forth and let
her be burnt. But when she showed himself to bo the transgressor, héeina
moment becomes very forgiving, and says she is more righteous thanhimself.
He probably should have said less wicked than himself.=+But the cruelty of
the patriarchs or sons of Jacob is not yet satisfied. They coolly. premeditate = .
the murder of their biother Joseph, atid only so far modify their system-of- -
cryelty, as to. change their purpose of murder for that of selling hins.a slave
~to.a company, of Ishmaelites; and then dissembling to their father, would“fain
make him believe his son was destroved. But-the pious. Jew countinues thé -
history of-his fathers; reads of Moses killing the Egyptian, and flying his <
_couyntry, to escape the punishment of his crime, views his people 1githeir
journeyings in the wilderness, almost perpetually ginning,1ill God sware in
his wrath they should not enter into the rest of Canaan;: and their children,
after obtaining that land, often do evil in the sight of the Lord, and are de-
livered into the hands of their enemies, until Samson is raised up, whe an -
angel had said should_begin to deliver Israel. —-But it seems that during his
‘government of twenty years, he in no case delivered Israel from servitude to
the Philistines. But regardless of the law of Moses in taking-a wife, he is .
continually going after strange women, seeks and takes a-wife in Timnath, of”
the Philistines, makes a marriage feast, puts forth a riddle, malkes a bet with
the- Philistines on its interpretation; overcome by the tears anid enfreaties of”
his wife, to whom he reveals the secret, he loses {hie” wager, and to pay the
loss, murders thirty of the Philistifies and takes their spoil to pay the debtor_
cost of his gambling frolic. Not yet cured of the desire after strange womeén, .
he goes'down to Gaza unto a-harlet, then falls in'love with-another woman ‘in-
the valley of Sorck, by whose entreaties his integrity is a{%a?inr overcome; he - .
becomes weak like any other man, is ‘made prisoner by the Philistines, ldses
his eyes, grinds in tbe_Priso_n house, becomes the sport of the uncircumecised;

" and dies, with the Philistines, by his own hand. = But. passing over the-his=-

tory of the cruel-act of Samnel in hewing Agag in pieces before -the;lg
and none of the Amalekites” whom Saul was commanded to slay’
thing to do in the sin of their fathers, in warring with Israel, in their comniin
out of Egypt, for the war of Saul with that people was more than four-hi
“dred years-after; passing-the.wickedness of Saul in slaying the Lord’s priestd, .
.- BB IR ‘ saadls ,’-.ﬁa’i{‘ gt :_i hig-own R—Daxi L ext o
_ sénted In mstory as a man aHer God's own neart; sa oGt
But in this, the history of the world perhaps furnishes not the jarowl e i s
crime of equal enormity, except it be that of killing-the Prince of Life.” - The.
sin of David in tia} matter stands in order thus: he humbles Uriah-in the dig-
honor of his family.. by the crime of adultery, then sends. for his “faithful sol- .-
dier Uriah home, th: eby by getting hii 1 to his own homo he might covyer hi
~iniquity, and being unablo to get him to go down to his house.while, solieF
(reflecting that his fellow soldiers wett « nduring privaﬁo'n,gnd’th’t’{?iﬁwr, /
camp, ) the king gets "him drunk, that he, forgetting thé"tfaﬂéiﬁ,g- HQ{:
thight enjoy demestic hoppiness with his family. Bui drunlkt of ‘sgber; His

e edle 2T
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togrity to his king and his country is inflexiblerand whatis his reward? David
writes,and getd the confiding Uriah to carry hisown death- warrantto-Joab. Heré
‘then, he sheds not.innocent "blood merely, not the blood of an ordinary_friend
~ or servant, but the blood of-a most innocent and virtuous soldier and patriot,
. who.while he was valiaytly fighting for his country and king, is by that king
. “dishonored and treacherously slain.  Heré we cease to particularize the almost
——counfless-sins—and abominations of Israel as portrayed by the prophets, until
-the Jews fill up the-measure of their iniquity by crucifying the Lord of glory,

and for which, and the killing the prophets before, their house is made deso-

" lates e

/
. Thus the pious christian Jesi%5regsoning on the  dark picture, drawn in the
history. of his peeple, together, Wwith the professed christian world in general,
>~ comes to the conclusion that the Lord will not have mercy upon Jacob, and
;;g\a_ther Israel from all the places whither they have been scattered in the .
~cloudy and dark-day; that he will not again plant them in their own land, and
feed them upon the mountains of Israel; and raise up David to be a prince
and king over them forever. - And this they do,-iircontradiction te.a great
_ “portion of as plain prophecies, as can be given in our: language. See two
chapters of the many; Ezekiel 34th & 37th.” Not unlike this position in reta-
tion to the covenant people Israel is the one taken by Dr. William k. McLel-
", Isn, the present. leader of his professed church of Christ in this place. ‘The
Doctor: acknowledges the genuineness of the work of the last days in the
coming forth of the book of Mormon, and the establishment of the church or
. kingdom of God, on the sixth day of April, 1830, joined the church in 1831,
- - continued in it until 1836, laboring -in it in the ministry two years after, ac--
{ cording 10 his present testimony, it had céased to be the church of Christ. In~
_+ “his religions-course, ho next unités with the Methodists, then with a church_
‘%" called the church of Christ, the Bride, the Lamb’s wife. Next, in-a General
o .Conference, called by Sidney Rigdon, he organizes with a branch of the
., church, whick.was called the church of Christ, at Pitfsburg, April 6th,
V1845, orgquiéd" by J. J, Strang. But behold! on the tenth day of Feb-
= |/Tuary, 18477 he, with half a dozen others, profess to-obtain by revelation a pat-
. tern to bnild the church anew. His present position fiow is, according to his
" own writing,-that at the lime of getting the Itevelation, they were not them- .
selves nfembers 'of the Church of Christ; and as they ‘are the first members
of the Church of Christ by baptism, and as they say none can be of them hut
by baptism, the argument is incontrovertible, that immediately before their ré-
baptism, there wag no Church of God, or one individugl saint in alf the world, -
unjess the Doctor ¢an make it appear that saints must be re-bapiized to join
- the. €hurch of Christ, and witheut which™ they cannot enjoy salvation.” But
us the Doctor’s race has been so short and dishonorable, we fondly hope that
e chiprch-will not again be troubled by such another rising up and denying
«—the whele authority of the church, because many of its rulers' have turned .
away from the trnth, when there is not one prophecy in all the scriptures, that
wheén the -Lord would commence his work in the {ast days, it would ever go -
down, till the kingdom, and-dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom, un-
der the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of .the Most -

It

serve-and ohey T

the matier accordngly: and as that is not the case, we must omit in this number a part of the
- oddregsto the snints, that we may give the translations of Esdras, containing his view of the
“Yingdom of God in the last days, and the commandments of the Lord fo his scattered people.
- ° Inournext, we shall conclude the proclamation, snd continue to give extragts of the
:  propheoy of Esdras, and show their perfect and literal fulfillment in relation to the church
“re-——gad-the-world e shallmost. clxw*%&mmspund,.,with_@mﬁ(&pd& oo this imporfant
-~ work bywl_éﬁe&” Bot as the burden of editing and publishing rests at present on a very fow in- .
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dividuals, they wm kmdly prese:vg us from the ta 5 the Post Ofive Depurtmen' Ol Ad--
—— ~vent-fri >, 1d- with us, in mterchunvm" 1ging -our viem and eiguments, in
. relation to the coming of Christ and the hiteral guthermg of Isrnel CAlL- commumcahona dx
rected to the Editor, A. Cowles, or the publlsher H. Aldnch .
All snbscribers will ferwnrd their namy as**we cannot forward our papers to sny others -
* without pnylng the postnge T ) - LT ) o

e
S

T The Woril of the imrd to his’ l’leoplt,L ————

» On the first day of the-third month the angel of the Most'
High dppeared unto me apd-saidi - Arise, L.sdwfs, and I-will show
thee the kingdom of God that shall be established in the last days.
And [ arose; - and he showed me the land of Bethsula, and-the .

- people that dwelt-therein were numerous, and Lhey wergproud

“and haughty, and their transgressions were many, - ~And the an-
gel said unto me, In the davs of "fhis people, the Most High shall -
call one that is in their midst, to go forth and establish the kmg- .
dom of God and preach the gospel unto all nations of the earth,:
and he shall do as he is commanded, and shall prosper for a time, -
and proclaim the gospel unto many: when he shall-fall.into:
darkness, and by him the. people of God shall be turned from
the right way, and many years shall not pass away before he
shall perish by the hands .6f_his enemies. _And.the psople that
he has gathered shall be divided and scattered; they shall not -
.-have peace, neither will the Lord lead them, but they shall bs =~
in darkness, having transgressed the law and broken .all the
‘commandments of God. Then many - of them -shall be led.
forth into the’ wilderness, but™ not according- to the will. ofii
God. Therefore they shall not have prosperity, but shall
_ be deceived by those that lead them, and shall be led in a"
~ way which they know not: many shall be their tubulauons,
and their distress very griev ous,, They shall seek for peace and
find none; thev shall contend ‘with their enemies, but shall pot -
prevail: they shall be divided and contend with each other, and 3 “
‘many shall be slain; they shall seek for a place of rest, but sha]l
not-find it. Foi Satan shall have full power over them, beeausa

__ of their many transgressions; they shall péTﬁh“’(ry—farmne,_b.y

wild beasts, by pestilence, by the hands of - their enemigs, and by

each other; aﬂd the Lenmnden shall” become vng'\bonds andio -

s fox 1hen ud meuts axﬁ‘iheu pums
just. 'Then the dangel showed me thase of the saints \vEchbm
ed not after the abominations of their rulers, and they were}g -
‘scattered abroad in the land of the wicked,.and had no shepherd,

- neither knew they what to do to be saved and many “of, {hem.
fell into daxkness, and Satan had full 1l power over themy:sa thay . .
“They returned no more to the right way; but—beeame \amxtse_ltl{m
thav were before they knew the truth. But the pure in héast
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remumed fanhf‘ul and I saw thnt in the thu‘d year after the tiine
ir—first-leader—wasslin;* that-a few gathered— —
) themselves tcgethm and established the kingdom anew upon the
~same foundation, And the angel said unto me, from that time
" the people of God shall prosper, and their enemies shall have no -
_moro power over them, and they shall increase inm numbers; for
all the ‘pure in heart shall be gathered unto thém, and at the-time
appointed, some shall go forth to the land of- their inheritance
and establish the kingdom' of righteousness, over which the wick-
~ed-and ungodly statlnot be - able o ‘prevaily they shall strive
against the ‘Saints, but the deesiver shall be confounded, and they
‘that have set themselves up-shall :Zdovelthlown Tm the Lord
t

‘God-of heaven and earth hath spoken/it.  Amen :

.. Thus saith the Lord, “Hearken" hear, O, all ve that are
called by my name,-ye that have known the truth, that have

~ once turned from .tha ways of Satan and have. walkedmth&;

" right-way, Why have ye turnéd aside from the light, and now
stumble ih darkness?.” Why have ‘ye ceased to call upon-your
God and to worship Him, as you are commanded? Ye have:forz
gotten to observe my laws, and despised-my precepts. Ye, who
~were called to proclaim the words of traih unto the nations,
have’ fillen and become. worse than they unto whom ye were,
senti - Re,pent, thelefcleLIest the day._ and the hour ot my judg-

cense to do evil and’ assemble vou\'rse’rve& mmeLher and establish

- my laws in the land that is given unto my samts, ye shall in no

~ wise escape, for my hand is upon the natiens, and they shall fall,
***thgn‘ powe1 shall be conf'ounded then‘ CItIe‘S' r)vertifrown, thew;'

the—natlons of the wxcked and ungodly shall my Judo-ments be
poured out, for their wickedness has increased without measure, ‘
and their punishment shall be very. terrible. And how shall ye
escape, unless.y¢ gbey. my commandments and- separate your- -

selves from’ the unrighteous, and assemble in the land that [ have.

appoirited ‘for my saints, where they who go there shall -have
- peéace; plenty and prosperity.- TheleTore, ‘fear 10t men, neither
be dismayed becauss. of their numbers, for I, your God, will be

with you, and in all wotks of nghteousness, vm‘t shall be _pxos-f .

. _Thérefore obey,and your rewnrd shall be veryg}m ious; bu 1f you
"~ are unfaithful, and do not_this work, yout pumshment is sure,
~and your end shall be very terrible. ~And that you may be gath-

er ed a ughteous nauon) (wuhout sin,) I have appomted the land

o I nppears from this statement that this estabhshment of the Church
« o anew will take place befors the 27th of June, 1848 or wrthm threo venrs
' aﬁer the ‘year commencing. June 27th 1844,
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and I will be their God: they shall have my laws zmd none othex
the unjust laws and oppressions of men shall not be known thexe,

" neither shall deceit and fraud have place amongst them.” ~ From

~ this "place they shall pneach the gospel throughout. the whole
earth, and gather up the pure in heart from among men, and the
ng']teous from amongst tho natlons, therefore, harden not your
““hearts in -unbelief, and reject not my words; for if ye do, then '
shall'ye be cut oft- bv the judgments that are to be poured out -
upon all mine enemies; and know ye that nothing’shall fail that-
I have spoken, but all shall be fulfilled-that has beﬁn p:ophes;ed E
by all my prophets from the beginning, that in the-days in which -
~ve live the wicked shall-perish, and- the rightéous be gathered -

and built up unto me’a holy nation unto whom the word of Tife -
shall be revealed and in whose midst there shall beﬂaeace, plenty,
“and length of days. €hoose ye, therefore, the_way in whichto —
go, for the time is nigh, even now, whensthe saints myst begin to
separate themselves from the ungodly, and the righteous from the.
wicked. Stand no longer idle, O ye my. people, for the work is-
~great and the reward very glorious. . In those days, whenithe: -
samts shall go forth to possess their mhemance, the nations of
‘the earth shall be many, some- very strong and some very weak,
and they that have power, shall oppress the weak, and destroy .~
many, they shall not regard. justice, neither love rightecusness;

their ways shall be full of .iniquity. and the just.and the upright: -
shall be very few: the:efme, the- dav.s shall be ev11, men. Qhall

seek for riches and strive to incr ea<&ihﬁlum¢l,, :

wars and ‘contentions. Nation shall war against ‘nation: anﬁ* N
. therashall be:divisions and strife amongst all people.. Many shall . -
“be the um]ghteous deeds of the inhabitants of Bethsula:. they
shall-not obey the law,ﬂeuhmggcgj their xulela, but despise. -
both; then every man shall do according to his a®n will, inas--
m’iibh as he hath power: their rulers shall be unrlght’?)uS and ~
~wicked men, Walkmgﬂ‘rrthemown ways, not lovers-of peage, but: . >
of war: theref'o&e, the. people shall not prosper, but shall be af-s -
flicted, and that—which they most  fear thall come -upon them;.
they shall war with the nations, but shall not be pr ospered: they:
th each, and shall not. ﬁnd peuce then enemies shall.

they shall ha=ve their rewud,_g;gﬂcﬂm uﬂ—ﬁen Wanmc’ﬁs they
shall be- rccompensed; - inasmuch. as they have: opplessad; the. -
weak, they shall be oppressed, and as they have déstroyedand:
trodden under foot the poor, even so shall they be. tmdden undex
foot and torn in pisces by their enemies.

Then shall'the kingdomrof Tighteousness™ be estabhshpd in, tha ,
_, land: of California, where nonéof thie abominations of other. Do=s
“ tiong'shall .be found fauhe pGlf&(,[ ‘aw :hall be, e‘iecuted thermﬁ‘_

e e N
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“and the transgl‘essor shall not go u'\pumshed nexther the guxlty
be suffered o escape; justice. shall be in all Their courts, and
rmh&eousnessm alt"their councils; .deceit and-fraud shail -be ban-
'shed from’ their midst; but ' truth -and equity shall be in all .
their ways: there shall the poor-did the oppressed find a refuge
and the weary a resting place: - they shall possess their own in- -
heritance, and enjoy the work of their own hands, and none shall
be permitted 6 take it from them. Therefore rejoice, O all yo -

samts‘ ye that ]ove huth and abhm dccmt, ye th that desire right-

L the wmds of everlastmg trulh althoucrh ye are scattered among
~__ your enemle,s, despised and: u'odden undep@Eoot -for the day™of
" deliverance is near. Arise, and do the ‘work unfo which ye. gle
wpﬁomted gathén—voumelves ‘together, establish .anew the. kmg
_-dom, of your God; proclaim the gospel unto’ the people in power,
and the Lord_ your God will go with you, ‘and your way shall be
“prepared before you, and,you shall enter imto the land of peace
~and nghtegusness, and shall build up an everlasting - kmgdom,
= which no nation shall have power to_overthrow,
- which no hand shall prosper. . Let not your. faith grow weak
* and be not slow to pelfox m lhe wozk of ughteousness, fear no
. power but th -
~per forever: the wicked and ungodly shall strive to overthrow the
- -saints, but shall fail; the saints shall” not have war with their
. onemies.  When lhe work shall begin to prosper, and the peo-
~ pleof God begm to assemble togetheL, Satan shall stir up his. -
- —gorvanis-to—fi ustlt agaluat U{cm, and they- shall-sirive {0 overcome
the saints and destroy them; they shall endeavor to hedge up'the
- way that they may not go the land of their inheritance; but they
“shall not pxevaxl The ungodly-shall be stirred up- ‘by the power
of Satan; and shall strive with_ all their might to destroy the
saints; they shall follow-them with the sword, but shall not over-
take them. '"They-shall strive to possess the land of peace, but
their place ghall be in the desert, and their habitation in the wil«
derness. They shall” assemble~ themselves together, saying, let
- us go down .and Jossess the-land of our enemies and establish.
our city in_the land of thewest; yet the imagination of their
hearts shall be to do eyil continually; lhey w:lL put their trust.in: .
' £ l- F thi

M_h&swo d and &th

shall be vanity; - all their’ uttempts 10 possess the land of the
© : righteous shalt-fail; they shall_all be astonished because of their
tribulation, for the hand of the destroyer shall be ‘upon them;
they shall be consumed like stubble by the devouring flame, and
like chaff belore the whirlwind _so shall they be scattered. Re-

_ pent, thelefore,'ail ye who walk in the ways of the ungodly, for .
 unless you do,speedy destruction shall overtake you,for the Most_
Ll:gh is & God of Jusuca, who delightethin umh 1, befere. whom»
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leceiver is° condemned yand those that- work evil m the secrct

_say they do not evil;-and seek to hide themsehes, yet all their
‘iniquities shall be 1eveuled and all their secret works shall be
made knowr. - —

At the same timo that the ughteous go ‘f'orth to the land of
peace, the most power(ul natiens of the earth shall desn'e to ob-
1ain 1t, and shall contend with each other, yetthey shall not be
suffered ‘to prevent ,the Saints gathering there; and after ten
‘yoars from the time they establish™ the kmnﬁém, they-shall-be -~
considered one of the nations of the earth: The nation that is
- established there shall not make war.upon their enemies, thny
shall not build strong hold}, heither shall they hay® ships of war;
in justice and in peace shall this nation be biiilt-up. = Therofore

fear not, but do'as ye are commanded goi’aﬂhaﬁh@ appamtﬁd :
. time, hustmg in Gockm&ifour success is surey all that oppose »
the work of ‘righteousness shall full and all ‘that strive against .-

. You shail perlsh ‘ :

- Be bold, and fear not mortal power, SR =

« ... 'Though dangers threaten.every hour, - ]
And forms-ofideath around thee riséy- . - o

'W“Me“ prize. e
- — ° - ) T \\
, Still to thy work and calhng true, - - o
ok Though foes are strong, and friends are few,
iz~ . Thy God will lead thee safely through, ‘ |
';"'And you the Liand-of -Peace-shall wiew: .~ .

Shall view and. dwell there’bn, and be

A righteouy nation ‘strong and free. :

Where peace ghall be Yhe saints’ dehght, ——
And justice -tritmph  over .nxight. "~ =

, l‘hus saith the Lord to all ye that are called Saints. H@Eﬁ)—er
. and understand, and obey, for my word is not in Vdin, neither do
I spsak for nought. I have appointed the land of California for
the refuge of my people: therefore, go ye to that-country and
ostablish the kingdom of "righteousness, where ye may live under~ -
my laws and obey my precepts My strength is great, and my *."
power is above all nations of the earth, and they can not.prevail
over the Saints; neither shall they be able 10, ovexthrow the rlghl- -
- hELQO_M :

peace, and rlghteousness shall be pxospered they shm

by the hands of their enemies, though 1hey be_many and very

powerful; they shall not be consumed by famine, though ai i

other nations are afflicted thereby; they shall not be overthrown

by earthquakes, though all other countries are visited by them?

their rivers shall not overflow their land, yet this shall Tappen-to-

all other people: their works shall be woxks of ughteousness,
—-—and.they shall thexefoxe be prospered' they 1h:xt have long been’

- B e M
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" opples:.ed and driven by their enemies,- shall there. find peace;

long dwelt in “darkness shall 1eJoxce in tho hg‘ht the poor shall'
be exalted; and the proud and the haughty shall have no place!

- amongst them: then shall'the Saints have power over their'ene-
‘mies, yet lhey shall not fight against them with weapons of war;.
but my.power shall ‘Be their delence, and Satan and his servants
 shall not prevail against it they shall prosper, although all the
. nations sfrive te¥overthrow them; their enemies shall be many, -

- yet they shall not -be -permitted ttTdrfsrrnychem ‘o that tand, - -
~~~~~ whfch—rs*appmnrﬁ‘sﬁ“‘ﬂ my saints have peace; they: shall have
rest from the power of their-enemies; thejr enemies shall war
with each other and shall* destroy each, oﬁ'i'ét; “all that they seek
to do'unto my people_shall be dome Egnto them: they shall not_
" prosper ifi~aoy “thing 1) ﬂLthﬁ)L undertake against’ My people; .
pesulegce sh&lL_congume ‘their armies, and their sh1 s shall be -
*" % hgokeh in the sea and be found no more. . And in all the land
%tg_s given. unto the righteous, there shall be no war, neither
shall ¥here be pestilence, famine; or tempests, but peace, lth,
" plenty, and contmuaﬁrmpeuty shall be there. My kingom
shall be an evellastmg kingdom, in which no unrighteousness
shall "be found forever; therefore be not slow to do -the work; for
~wmany and very great arethe Dlessings laid up in store for those—
7 that rémain fauhﬁﬂ until it is accomplished. -But those that are
unfaithful, that -are slow to obey, and not diligent in my work,
~ghall net-find peace; neither shail--they -be prospered;-darkness
—haad—demﬁmﬁé%eﬁh—éwmay—shﬂmbe&p—heaﬂsﬁ
and all that they seek to do. shall fail; for only in obeying my
l&ws and keepmg my. plecepts 0 they prosper: they shall per- .

N the ot thev-that r,all themselves Samt and yet do wxcl\edly
= théy that enter into the secret chambers, that walk in forbidden
ways, wherein [ the Lord have commanded thern not to go; they '
“that oppress the poor, and build costly temples wherein they wor-

_ phip the Prince of Darkness, but not the Lord of Heaven, - -

wherein they- follow the- -imaginations of their own hearts, and

. __préctice all manner of wickedness incsecret, saying, surely our  +
I_,,__-j:,ways are hid, they cannot be discovered: thus saith the Lord
i your (xod though your ways are in the dmk, yet they %hal’f be

—  be made known, all the mhubnants of the woxld Wmow your
transgressions, ‘your abominatios - and works of darkness, yea,
‘these shall all be 1evealod and made manifest in due season: that-

= ==dr-which - you—put’ your {rust shall be destreyed, your friends
shall fail in time of need, vour enemies shall have power over

= yoi, and the destroyer’ shall: prevail against you: the enemy of'-
all righteousness shall have full pewer over all ye that ‘call your-
selves Saints und yet-do all’ these wicked and ungodly work..mw~
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VIn fear and trlbulauon shall yo ln e, and in sorrow. shall ye go

{rom the evil ways in which Ve are led %0 not af'tel “the “abomi-

nations of those who led est ray the people that »\eteegathewed in-

‘my name. lepent whiie it is yet to-day, for the hour of visita- )

- tion cometh, when, if’ vo are found amongst- the ungodly, wo be -

unto you, for ye shall in no wise escape; (dr if ye will not, obey
my commandments and separate yourselves - from Ahg’ wicked .
and ungodly, vou shall receive with them the reward of anright-
eousness; even fire'and sword, and desolation, em{hquakeb, tem-

pests, floo ~.Wf_ﬂwm‘deauuctlon But*fnasmuch as - -

ve obey my commandments, and gather y oureelves in the land of
poace, ye shall cscape thesei-things. In that™ 1and ye shall build -
“unto me a holy temple, ihich shiall nevér passinto the hands of

© vour enemies, for-ia keeping my conm‘fa‘ndments there is peace
" and safetv;. ,and ye \»ho;L ire 19 prosper, who-desire 15 Haw
rest from the fmh er of ypur' encenies, ml ye who wish to live in

peace and enjoy the -work of "vour ow¥ hands, ceasg to do evil,

and learn to worL rizh 1eouﬂew strive not to obtam uch%, fm »

‘they”tan not save you, seck not to estioy y

so doing vou mll destmv vourselves, but- do as T bwe Gom-.

manded all my siints.  Be at peace amongst yomaehres, ax}d
with ell men;, oo grod 1o youT” enemies; ’tmd pmy for

_;nate you. L\ecu!e m\tlcf‘ unte all and” in'so. domrr you shall

~ tion tlnt <h'111 néver be OVE‘IHHOWI}. Let ot - vour faniﬂie
—yrefkbat—eal] upon the Lord your Ged ahd-L will give you

s

.

streagih, 'so that Satan and ail lns servants shall not be able to
p]c\ ail against vou,'and==all" the blessings that I have pxomlsed

unfo'imy s"unts shall in those dax,sffge given unto.thern. - - . .-

Those of the Saints (hat vemgjn-steadfastin"the tryth after the
idle ¢itv is o ‘_&extln»o\\zn shall be scatizred” throughout ghe la %l_gf

the wicked, not-knowinlg w here to assemble or mto what gountr
they sl muld go; thérefore they, for a time shalle wander in dark-

ness, vet they tlnt agepfritliful shall call -wpon God, and He w will.*

_ deliver them frdem tlfe posver.of the wicked; all the: 1
in {lun-€Hny in the end find peace and rest from all- evﬂ”whe) B-
_with ioso that qbey not dreafllictod: Thus saith the fords In

\ tho:,e davs one wul I cause to be qppo;med to go forth and buﬁd

thfm u‘*truchon x‘nl bo telrlo.e, thm b.xi\“ he. egatfered as’ the

pea('“ 'md nuth th'lt remain "mthful and stendfast, that turn not
- —gsidefrom the right way;-all thatdove I‘Tg'ﬁfammmrand abhor
_indquitv. and that wil] execute justice;-all-that are pur‘e in ﬁe&rt -
and that walk upnphtlv in my sight. Ile shall warn the; »ungodl)
~that (bes"may-be saved if they repent” and obey my edmmand-
ments; vet if they will not oae) them, woe be tnto them, for




[14] o

) 1ree that is smmcn by the lmhtnmg of heaven, they shall fu]l as
mament_into the bottomless pu

P

, Many that are wamed shall obev, and they shall receive a re-
ward thay is very glorious, and they whom Satan has power over
because_of their _transgressions shall not™ receive the words of
“truth, but shall'go on in darknéss, remaining among the wicked,
not seehng for the tight; their reward will be gloominess, sor-
row; and vexation- of spirit;. they shall--remain- strangers and
whnderers in theland from which [ commanded my saints to de- -
" part. There;oxe, all ye that desire to keep my commandments,
obey my words and gathér yourselves together; establish anew
" the-kingdom and then go forih to the- land that is gwen unto you-
ﬁﬁ everlasifng inheritance.

{To BB~ co*wmumpj **** R T T
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_— . Aa this herald or messenger tpithe saints and to the nations is desxgn‘ed to
] be a standard of truth Tor the benefit of the church-and the—world;
" jts-eommencement henceforth, till the rxghteousness of Zion and Jerusalem
go forth as bri htness, and their salvation as a lamp that burneth, or in pthet
- i om Zion, and the -word of the Lord from J eru«
salgm, it seems expgdlent to s to offer -a fow thoughts'to such'as may feclan
- .interest in communicatingwi ir ‘medium of our columns, that
,they may. understand our purpescs, and. govern themselves-accordingly.
Ag the scriptures are given for our instruction.in righteousness that the man
of God may become perfect, _thorqughly furniglied to all good works, that by
~an acqumnmuw with—i 3 Fatlsin salvation, we remark that
- the bible_ contains three parts or prmc:ples of knowledge for the salvation of
men. They are history, doctrine (or law,) and prophecy.  The study of its
. “history gives us a. knowledge of cause and effect, of virtue and vice;-and tha .
-~ rewards and punishments affixed by the Supreme -Rulersas the consequence
of. obedience or disobgdience to his lawe.” Thus the faith and obedience of
Jour father Abraham, cbtained for ‘him--the promise that his seed should be as
__numerous as thestars of heaven, and also the exalted charqcter of the father
— "of the faithful, and the friend of God. . e , )
"~ - On the <other-hgnd, the dxsobedxei‘ce xmd damning sin of Dand n thn
" _ matter.of Uriah, procured for him the loss of his first- born, by ber whomn he
" had made a widow, war in hx%e\m-hease,—,ﬁmﬂlshonor of his concubines by
“his’'own gon, in the sight of all Israel, in-higrebellion  ggainst his father, the
~ loss of *his throne fof a season, was prohlblte‘_ﬁo honor of layir the fonnda-
txon of tho houso of God, and lost —the- -privilege of his_ resurfection with the
% thllmother samts arose w1.h hxm, lns soul still réhmed i Hae lcwcm-

iord of LOl‘dm_ \’Ve h'we prcse , :
vxce, with tho recompensé of rewards and pumshmenis motml out by thg le-_
mighty as the-sanction or-evidence of the justice and goodness of his laws.
%hls brings. us. sccondly to a consideration of the ductrine or laws 6f the
,Lmd -as eontained 'inthe scriptures, for the government of his people, by
which he measures the characters of men and weighsg «theit- actions, ippor-
tioning the reward or punishment according to the merit bt demerit of those
acts. Thus a knowledge of tho’ hlstory‘ and Jaws or doqfrme of thescriptures.
farnishes ns with a kev to unlock the freasurcs of wisdom, or in other words,
N obtam kn0“ledgo of ﬂ\e future, by su.dy in the schooj of the prophﬂts. Bur - -
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496 shau _give.a more full explanation of this pnncxp]a or ruie of prophec -in
2 f‘uture work for the use of such a school, The thlrd and last, prmclp e ot

pxoph&cxes contamed in that book. Prophem- or the knm&ledm* of, or revela-
tion of fulure events, has procured the salvation of ancient ‘saints, and-certain-
Iy eannot be less necussar} for our sajvation, upon-whom the’ ends of the
—~world are come. revelation and prophecy in former U

moved with fear, andy huilded an ark for the saving of-his house, and Lot fled: -
from Bodom, Israel os a nation-was delivered from time to tlmeTTHﬂTﬁd}*&lS‘—/‘—f
__ saved f‘}qm their enemies, tho sajnts escape in the siege of Jerusalemyand-in-

~ these last days Zien-andJerusalem are to beeeme -places-for the delwezancL -
of the saints, and the covenant people of the Lard. _

And inasmuch as we have now arfived aia mommompﬁﬁhmihb
hxstory of ourwerld, when thrones are being cast down, conﬁlctuj he dead-
ly strite steelmg the hoart of man against hjs fellow man, crimsonin ﬁt-h
struments of death with the -hearts’ blood of their fellowsppounng orth th
vital flood as water, nations distressed and perplexed “men’s hearts’ fallmg

- them for fear, every lutelhgentmmd,,mjns reflecting moments, coutemmtes

the present scene as a prelude to a momentous revo utio in: our world, in

——r%-wteh—heﬂews—himselty not—merely asan_idle-spectatorsh ne Wiios .

v.eul or woo stands inseparably connected with. the great event. - -
- With design, to benefit mankind, then, this woxk coimes forth, that &}l who

hear may come to the understanding-of those principles of salvation, by which

they shall be accounted worthy to escape all those evils that are commg on the

_earth, and to stand before the Son ofuyman, %o . _e_ =

~ & =

To all saints, it is the harbinger of peace, truth, and salvation, and toall -
the world, a warning “and admonition. We solicit our correspondents, then,
to-select all matters they wxsh commumcuted to the-public through thiese cal-

/] ~all'matterto - -
" bo published, -whet ier hlthI‘y, doctrine, or propﬁsecy, that this.messenger to -

———the nations may be just_and acceptable to God, and beneﬁcxal to nian ilp.

guxdmg him in the way of ﬂalvauon. " . » -

£ . L

To. our Patrons. -~ ' - T

.AVa’say, that inasmuch asthis work is designed to be perpetuatad;and uever cease unhq

the kingdoms of- this world become the kingdoms of our” Lord, and submit to-his governl T

. ment, that if'{5 to be a messenger of peace snd salvationto all saints, bringing to them the .—
-Anowledge ot history, doctrine and_prophecy, in accordance with the Holy Scr}ptnres,
proving them true, and that the ancient prophets saw our ,day,;and prophesied.of- o=

they wers moved to ; the Holy Ghost; and ag it was in the days of Noah before the

toud.-he bemg warned of God of thingshot seen as yet, moved with fear; prepare;l an ark -

for Thie. saving of his hou<e; so likewise, this testimony is to go forth warning the nations ~

uf the earth of the speedy revolution of our world and the 't coming of the Lord to reign

with his people on the earth. while to all the people it proffers sulvﬁtmn, by the gather-

ing Lis saifits to Zion, and his covewant people to Jeruanlem, the place that-the Lorid

hath appointed for the deliverance of hiseleet: This work-will contain copioiis extracts-

from the books of Esdrae, which:iie was commanded to write fur the Worthy and unwor-

thy in the last days, that thoss.that 1ive in these diys may live. S8ee 2d-bovk of Esdrps,

4ih chapter, illustrated in the priclamition. Wa shall also give'vecasiongl extracts

of the translations from the hicroglyphics as engraven in_the history of the h’twe]s and |

discoveries of Catherwood and Stephens in Céntriil Amf'nca. The prophecfi

have received of, the translations of the books of Lvdras h{V(‘_lhus far pruved

“wise to whom it will be ﬂiven to iinde the signs of"
Should any ask, why has the Lord chpsen so wexk an instruinent to perforin the ‘work of
restorimg tothe Wnr} I;-the hidden and secret things that the prophets have written afore-

e ﬂlr vur learning and ithe know ledge of kingdoms and goveruments long&lnea*lnsﬁ&u

the world?  We answer, becaunse what he has decreed ghall come to passtand that which

is plessing to him, he will perform; because he has sald (referringte thesu-dmysy that-thy "~

pride of man shall be brought down, and the haughiiness of man shall be laid low, 8

= the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day, and that no flesh might glory in hls pregence,

thereturo i the wisdom of the wise -man peristred, and the unﬂrrst.mdmio me‘pmdent -
" i1 hid; and the Lord himself has proceeded to perform a marvellous wor &ndawnnder
and chusm foollsh thiugs or instruments tocéafétind the wise, and weak thirigs to eonfound
the mnbh)y and things 1h§t ars deﬂpis(‘d yea, things thut are not, in the estt auon of the
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’ gm:ﬂp“&s of the eurth, to b_dﬂgw%ose things thint are highly esteemed among -
anythint whan this-cotnes to pass, he thut glorieth may glory 1o The Lord; tecnurett-has——
- plénged. the Lord outor 1he mon brrbesuidsneklings i ing forthstrength
- umdrecelve perfect praise.  As sys the Suvior, 1 thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven
" and earth, that thou hast hid these things froin the wise und prudent. ond hast revealed
* themn wnto babes; even so Father, for sa it seemed Tood - thy sight.”  To thisdoxology
- .~ Ave respond g hearty amen: For thine shyll be the kingdon and iis power and 1ts-glory}
. T jurever andiever, Atien. . And as Baniel gnid unto the king of Babylon, ¥ the secret thas
" . the king halh demanded tannot the wise men, theastrolugers, the wagicians, the sooth-
syets shew unto the king. But there is-a God in heaven thatFeveualetis secrets, and ma-
kelti known to the king Nebuwehadnezzar what shall be in the latier days” Bosay we,
the-langnage (contained in the: hierogly phigs precured by Stephans and- Catherwound, and
othet antiguarians, n.f’ a race long sioce Jost, & kuowledge of whose origin, government,
" laws, politics and relizion, ail that llt‘:l_!‘, greatly desire to obtaim).cannot the wise and llju
T‘Tﬂ'“déﬂ'--;jh all the learning of_ghls worid cver be able to decipher or interpret in oiir own
“tongue. ‘Butghere is aGod in heaven, the smine unchiangeabls Jehovah, who remgins
withiout variabjeness. or the shadow of uirning, who hag deécred? that &ll zecret things
shall ba revealed; in whose-presence the wisdom of the tvorld is fuolishness, and whoss
... funlishnesy is wisér than men; he it is that hath promised to-bring'to. pass all things ef which
" hohathspoken by the mouth of nll his holy prophets singe the world began. He it is thatdath
“heen-pleased to hestow that grace or favor upon an itliterate youth, by which he is enabled to sit
+ - down-by the scribe, and give the Lnglish of those-characters by Cntherwood, from the hiero-
~ = .. glyphics inserted in the history of bis discoveries in Centinl*A'merien. With fs much ease and
————mssurrnceas-eu-aglish-scholar _cnn read the Enelish alphabet. 1t -will be- remembeged by
- wany, that in the yeaf (841 or 1842 that a gentlemiin. i Kinderhook, Pike=Couaty, Tilinots: ——
obtained fram a mound in that vivinite, six brass plates;-on " which were engraved ancient
charncters. ~Those plates were carried to Nuavoo, and a rac siMiLE obtaioed fronr them by
~ -~ the cograving by Elder Reuben Hadlack., ‘Fhe translation of 4hat recond we have also with
“eusy Thus, while the world cannot by their wisdow find out the thinus of God, the Lord, by or
_ - through a weuk instrinent, one whom the world -will despise, will confound the wisdom-of
Tire wise, ot shiow tmt-the-knowledge offthe s hing warth: and they will be leit
to gaarvel to wonder and to perish, while they sy, How knowth the boy those things, having -
uever learned? S : v .
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For the'sake of the curious, we insert the trinslation of those characters on the plates, be-
tween puges 332—3, secorid volume of Stephens & Cutherwood’s travels in Yucatan, Cen-

tral America. ; - . o

t—"Phocharncterd ovgr the first figure read thus: The King Ostima, who terccted this temple,
in honor of the God of walls and towers. . e »
" Figure second, over the head, reads thus: '}‘he'nﬂtiah of Paansa were governed for thin
years by the most Gracious King, | B ST . ’ L : N
Qver and in front of the face, it reads-thus: He ruled over all tha country-of the Otoma-
f","'"m)'(‘s. His dominion ;xténded from the sea t+ the mountatns; "'nna all {& ibes of Votan were
t-nbruﬁxj'y ‘unto Him, Iis mes.ﬁ%rrrjust, and all the nations onglpuhan were ubti_e} th-:;i;.

L - . > £ -
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- L - ~ - Prospecims. .

:

The primary_matter of this paper will be historical, doctrinal, and propheti-
cul, drawn- from the revelations already receivéd and such as may hereafter
be.received by translation or otherwise, that may corroborate and illustrate the
truth of the ancicnt scriptures. = All 6iif"ﬁ17=r?n'8‘and correspondents are invi-

yoaid i ine thi rk so inferestifg and useful that the wise mav
earth and to stand before the Son of Tian. This paper will be forvarded to.
subaeribers at the ratio of twelve numbess for one dollar,s It will be published
monthly, or as often as the means for the printiig can be obtained. The
editorial work will be gratuitous, till a surplus besides the expense of printing
is received. It will be continued at all events, life and health permitiing. an-
til twelve nuinbers are issued, so that na subscriber who pays in advam?o will -
srustain losa.. 'We contemplate, however, that the saints will unite and sustain

this periodical in pros‘?e;ct,ﬁ{,ﬂm,good it may do them, and thet manv of the

Literati will give it a liberal support in. order to obtain some knowledse of the -

__ history of a people whose languago they cannot interpret. A
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Pmclamatxon. .

To t}w Saints scattered- abroad, in all lands, to thosc that are afar ojf, and
those that are nich, the Church of Christ in Kirdand sendeth, grecting
Grace, mercy, and poace, from God the Futher and Jasus Clu'zst our Lord'
- hoth yaauuuufour.» e, . : : B

[CONTWUED FROM PAGE 6.] o T

BLﬁaxe wae return to.investigate the present character of the Churéeh, wé
say to our Chsistian readers, we have not simplified the unrighteons conduct
of the FMathers, and made our ludicrons remarks upon them, for the purpoyer

_of exciting levity, or feeding a romantic mind.. But to show us, that were"
those men who “were hmh;\' honored of God and man, in ancient tlmes,
(and whose history we read almost without cendiire; ) row living with us, ‘and

——should perpetrate. the like atrecious acts, we stould by. -our creeds consign
them “to interminable miscry. Neither have we made’ those strictureés on
“their characters to justify oursclves or them: But to beget in” the niind of all
saints, and all men, a spirit.of universal charity and kindness, for all the creas
tures that God has made, we frankly acknowledge, with the Jewish chris- f

. ian, that all Israel have gone astray, but he should have remembeled_talmf

. reckoned himself witl~ them, as-did Isaiah. We freely confess also, with the
-pious gentile christian, Dr. William E. M’Lellen, that we, the whole
church of Jesus Christ, of Latter Day Saints, as & chutch, and people; have
sinned, and come .short of the glory of God. =And we think the -Dr. would*’
have acted.with great propriety, when refenmg to the iniquities of the- Latter
" Day Saiiits;if instead of the word they, he had substituted the word we;
and numbered himself; also, with the transgressors. We now say to thé
pious Jew, or Gentile, présumptuous and heaven daring mi must that max be,
to assume the judgment secat, and dictate” the order of God’s govemment, in

the dxspemahon of his Jud&nents towards hls people~

o be restored in tho 1esurrect‘on toﬂye'a prmce ‘and kmg in Tsﬁﬁ havm :
__commifted a ntost aggravating transgression, who may venture'into-the c"a,bl-
net of the Almighty, and dircct his judgment in bririging to” pass the resttif~" -
tion and restoration of his erring people.  Hawving now shown thatit is the 3
prerogative of the Almighty to choose his own manner and ineasure in- cor -
recting his chlldren, whether it be by pumshment inr this life, or- the pumsh-
-ment of the spirit in the world of spirits; or-in other words, the giving up the
transgressor, to the-buffetings of satan, for the (}estructwn of the flesh, 88 'in _
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08 Joseph- - ir spi ay | ved in the day of .
the. Lord Jesus, or remitting the punishment of the death of the body, as the
~“Lord-did in the case of David, by the mouth of Nathan his prophet, and after
death, consign him to the pit, until the day of redemption ; we now enquire -
what was the character of the church at the time of the death of the prophet
" and patriasch ?  From the quotation given in the formerpart of this address, it
_is evident that they the rulers, many of them had fallen into darkness; they

LA,
b
;

. "had organized a _quorum of authority, not knewn in the law of-the church:
this was & touncil of fifty; ordained kingsand priests, constituting an author- .

” ity that Do tribugal in the church could control.- - The .book of doctrine and .-
— ~Gowenunts-Says, that-no member of> the church_ig_exempt from a#ibunal of

- before the first presidencyof the chureh. Amn organization- i = :
" ‘Vers of the ¢hurch, into a quorumof authority, not amenable to the high
"7 _council of the church, is & manifest violation of its laws, and changes - the
“~“order of its highest authority, (see Doctrine-and Covenants, sec., 3d, p. 37th.)
1t is also manifest that doctrines, and practices, have been introduced into the -
= Church, uttérly forbidden in the law, and first principles of the Church, which
" . .will be i]lustrat%fmn_tﬁm}ﬁs‘wvﬁuﬁice{arﬂa&presm& address- .
to say, that if the first foundatien dnd doctrines were correct, that darkness has *
~fallen upon the rulers of the church in the wilderness, and itis equally evident
that, as the church having become derangéd in its government and doctrine -
under the administration of its first I@@e‘l‘,: Jaseph, those that. have arisen
— sinice hig death; and receiving his order and doctrine as correct, have ofganized
- __the church &cqridingtoﬁghﬁt‘p&txg‘h; have erred, as in the case of Sidney

Rigdon, and Jamés'J. Strang; for though these two_ leaders received the ac--

" knowledpsd law of thre’church as its doctrine and government, yet they in-
troduced aroyal or Kingly authotity, or_govermment, of the—members—of the.

? church, not known in the laws of the church, orin subordination fo its high=.

“est authorities. Thus then bave the saiiits been,thrown into darkness, on.

- the character of the church, and have truly been scattered as shigep not hav-.
ing a true shepherd to gather and lead them. There are no less than four
different _opinions actuating the movements of those that still adhere to the

. rulers in the wilderness. _ : —
1st. Some, who, notwithstandng all the evidence of the corruption of thase
leaders, do not believe that such abomination exist amongst .them.

- 9d, Those that do believe, but still not knowing what other course to pur-
sue, follow thatauthority, pursuaded that God will make the croaked straight, -
and preserve the pure in heart. : . . ’

3d. Those that know that such an order of things does exist, and-go into it,
---~wérily thinking they are doing God service. 'The fourth are those that were
of old ordained to_that condemnation, ungodly men, turning thé grace of
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus -
"Christ; not only drinking of the cup of the wine of their fornication = with™~ .
~_greedinessybut have pleasure in’ others that do likewise.. The last-mentioned,
.~ are those only that are without the hope of salvation; thesg™thdt-have -united
- with the branches of the Church, have for the most part refrained irom going
T8 h inati f the “of the many it have ceased tq

A ($11] 3
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fwith—n i3 the dthednithzby
few have turned entirely fram the right way; this then beingthe cliaracter of
the Church as individuals, we next enquire, are we less saints because we
ard scattered as sheep not having a shepherd, if we have kept the faith, and - -
have -not denyed the Lord.? Christ came to the lost sheep of the house—of
- Israel, he came to his own, no less his own because they were ted—by blind -
shepherds, and are the saints less the people of God, because they have.dif-
fered in opinien in relation to Paul or-Apolles, or Cephas, as the most..proper
instructor, if-indeed we abide in'the doctrine of Christ? Suffer us to may then:

z -

e -

- www.LatterDayFruthiorg” ™ T+
- #



to_all the sainis, as Moses said to two of his conlending countrymen, “Sigs,

o i

L19]

ye aro brethren, why do ye wrong one to another?’’ and as the gospel of Chii
from his own gracious lips, would have gathered ull his shéep, even all thé:
factions or parties; into one fold, so all yesaints 6f the-mest-high, te you-issl
this message of deliverance sent. As we have rectjved the words-of salvas
tion, we communicate’ them unto.you. In the ldth chapter of thte secend

" book of Esdras it is recorded, that the prophet, after having been shown in,

vision many things, even the coming of the Son of God, and the . destruction

_of the ‘wicked, prays that he may have'the gift of the Holy Ghost, that he

might-write for the benefit of the inhabitants of the latter days, that those that
should then live, mightlive; that the Lord bearkencd to hig prayer, and com- - -
manded him to prepare materials for writing, and employ five ready. .writers,
ight a candle of understanding in his heart, that-sheuld: "
not “be “put out till the writing was finished; that they wrote 204 books, “the. °

_ marginal resding is 904, but the translation says 724, all those books; save

the sevehty last, were to be given to the worthy and unworthy{ but the -
seventy last, were {g be reserved for the wise and those of understanding. = -

~James Colin® Brewster, haying seen those books in vision, and being com-

- manded of the Lord to translate the

d to translate them, commenced that work in the thirteenih
year of his age, being. born Qct, 20th;-11826, and commencing translating
Dec. 27th, 1838. Ten and a part of the eleventh book is now wiitten, ex-
tracts from whiéh are compiled in foyur pamphlets, which he has published at

an expense of near one_hiindred dollurs. * He has visited us in obedience to. a
commandment of the Lord in ~the fourth pamphlet, an_extract of which is -
given in- this No., and organized the. Church on its ‘first foundation, or first

- principles. He gave the translation of a chapter in one of the books of Esdras,

as he said, in the public congregation; the manner was on this wise : seating_ --
himself by the scribe, he gave a partof a sentence from time to time, as the

_cies of Esdras concerning Nauvoo and the Church, that our readers may sée -

writer could remember, which when finished was readio the peoplé, .and
exhibited to us new matier and a correct_subject, and though this may be
marvellous to our readers, nevertheless it is even so; several of us have written -
somae of the translation of Esdras from his lips,even whole pages,and we are con-
strained to confess that there ig in the young man a supernatural power .ex-
hibited, that we believe all the wisdom of the world cann6t suceessfully-imis.-
tate or understand. We here subjoin the translation of-a part of the eleventl
book of Esdras, entitted “the word of the Lord to his-people;” the poetry:ifi .
the writings is given after the same manner. In our next.wgwshall give prophe

how exactly.they have been- fulfilled. T I

R . #‘4‘2 - K%

Exp@sition of the Writings of the Prbphetﬁﬁsdr’aé‘.i

Innsmuch as the writings of Esdras are to be the directory or discipline
for the ddetne and government of the church and kingdem of God, that
should be setup in the last days, and for which theéy were given, it becomes

" necessary that we give an explanation of them, that the wise may understand

to-their

their origin and design, that they may better appreciate their'value as a light
e dociring ol res on ings, sp . ihe mouth-of e e
Prophets since the world began, who, the same-apostle declares, have search .
ed diligently fvhat or what manner of time the spirit of Christ, which wasin

them, did signify when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and

the glory that should follow, 1 Pet. 1: 11. 'The final restofation of the earth
1o its former estate, when the morning stars sang together and all the hosts -
of Heaven ghouted,for joy, and man to the glory that he shall enjoy therein, -
through the sufferings of Christ by tho power of the gospel, has . been the

e
e
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thp?ne of all the Tormer saints who have spoker, sangand: writtenof—the lat--
tey day as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Thus Enoch, by prophetic
vision, saw the future, even to the coming of the Lerd, with ten thousand of

his sdints, to execute vengeance on the ungodly. Abraham has the assurance

thrat through-his promised seed (Christ) all the families of the earth should be
_blessed, and through the covenaunt of circumecision also that he with his liter-

al seed (according to the flesli) should possess all'tli¢ land of Cansan from the -

Nile-erriver of Egypt, to the great river Euphrates. Isaac also blessed Ja-

eob and Esau concerning things to-come. - Jacob calls:together his sons, the. - -

..twelve Patriarchs, for the special purpose of heéaring” what, sfiould befal them

~in the last days. “He opens his mouth, and in the spirit of prophecy, af-

ter déTin‘eating their present characters, proceeds to inform themn how they
would be represented by their posterity in the latter days. The blessing on

" the head of Joseph'in his posterity through his two sons, Ephraim and Ma-

nassah, may, suffice "to show llowfg}ear])' the old Patriarch saw the work of
the last days, and therefore, théngh Blind, yet with the spirit of prophieéy upon
_him, knowing in whit mann ex;fﬁlgge t%o sons wounld.be placed before him to
reeeive his blessing, crosses his “arms, thus putting his right huind upon the
head-of - Ephraim, the-younger, and then informing his son that be knew

what he was doings thus prophesied Manasseh shall become & people, and —

he also shall become great, but truly his younger brother shall be greater than

he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.” Now. the blessing of
the:inheritance of the land of Canaan made to. Abraham and his seed through™

Isaac and Jacob, being in common to his posterity, could not admit the ful-

_filment of “the prephetic blessing-pronounced by' Jacob on the head of E%-
u

raim, that histeed should become a multitude of .nations in that land.
Jacob had wrestled with an angel and had prevailed to obtain power as &

eree-with God and with men, and therefore in blessing his son Joseph, he _

, the blessing of thy father hath prevailed above the blessing of my pro-

8HY

head of Joseph, and upon-the crown of the head of bim that was separated
from his brethren. .Moses, with the. same_prophetic power, in vision. ex-

* genitors to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills, they shall be npon the

- cluims, Blessed of the ‘Lord be his land for the precious fruits of the earth-
" and for the precious things of the mountains and lasting hills, and for the

L

T

* the-gathering of the saints to it. for salvation and deliverange, as a cloud and

“.good will of himn that dwelt in the bush. He then describes his power and

work thus; He zgal]_push the pegple together to the ends of the carth; they are .

“the ten thousand€ of Ephraim, they.are the thousands of Manassah. David,
beholding in_ vision the glory of Zion in the last days with rapture and de-
light, exclaims in the 48th Psalm, *¢ Greatis the Lord and %neaﬂy to be praised
in thecity of our God, in the mountain of his holiness.

the city-of the great King."? - Isaiah, in his 60th chapter, aftér describing her
light, her glory and her beauty, the material and manner of its building, and

: eautiful for salva-
"tion, the joy of the whole earth; is mount Zion, in the sides of the North,

“as the doves to theif windows at the approaching storm, Thus speaks of her.
Thonor and:the humiliation of thosethat had oppressed-her: ¢ The sons. also"

 of them that afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee, and all they that
despised:thee shall bow, themsalyes. down ol ety and
—shail-call theo the 6ity of the: Lord: The Ziotrof 1 Ot of Tsta

€8 ¢ € CH 5‘ 4= - . Ol O L E
Thus the praphets contemplated the glorv and honor and praise th

with the other prophets concerning the restoration of lsrael to their former
ostale, yet the beauty and excellency that should crown the church in the,

"~ last days seems to_have elicited—the most prophecy from the inspiration by

_ at the city™
" of Zion inthe last days should enjoy, and'though he prophesied equally plain

which he wrote. Ezekiel seems to have had his feelings.more intensely

fixed- on.the salvation and gathering of his own people to the land of their
fathers after they had been scattered. See Ezekicl, from chap. 34 to the end

- wwwlLatterDayTruthorg v
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things. Yet notwuthstandm the fathgrs obtamed ihe promxse of the rest oi‘ :
God in the millenial reign of Christ, saw and described that day, acknowledged
that they were strangers and pilgrims, not able to obtain that home or rest in
their day of ‘probation. Yet they lived, suffered-and died, in hope of a better

resurrection, in assurance of the promxsed rest, But the question may arise, .

What eviden¢e have we that the former day saints saw the connecting links

. of the chain of events or of canses and effects of which chain they held the

one end byfaith;* therother end -fastenred or anchoredito ﬁfeﬂ‘es’c—wﬁl‘mrihe—

’ weil, whither the forerunier, Christ, for their satvation hath entsred. Because.
-it is inconsistent with the wigdom- and goodiiess of a donor to- make a. gove-.
nant or promise of abensfit either conditional or uncondmonal without giv-,
ing evidence of his power and ability to: accompllsh it on his part. Other-
wise the donee could mot labor by faith to obtain it. The strongest conflic-
ting exercises of the prificiples of faith and despair were exemplified in the
trial of Abraham in offering his son, and through which faith he attained
the character of the friend of God;-and the father -of all that should over-
come by faith after him. But this trial of his cbedience through faith is n

required of him-until the gospel was preached unto him, by.which the doo--
trineof life and immortality was conveyéd to his an déi'slamdmg, and engx:3£~
ted in his faith. Hence he laid hold of the doctrine of thé Resurrection, and.

accounted that if he offered his sofi.a whole burnt o{’f'ermg, that of his ashL

the Lord could re—orgamze -and. raise him from the dead, and thus fulflF hig

promise concerning his seed, Thus the Lord does not suffer‘his saints 1o be
tempted or tried above that they are able to bear; but-will witlr the tempta-

tion provide a way for their escape, that they may be able to endure them.—
A prophet might predict the fulfillment of certain events-on general princi- -

ples, without the aid of the Holy Bpirit, as in the case of Isaiah: “Say yeto.

of thefruit of s do-

ol course-of events will not necessarily bring to pass, it then requires 1 the
propliets the gift of the Holy Ghost, by which power they foresee all the links

in the chain of events, connecting-the first-cause with the’last event spoken .

ings; woe to the wicked, it shall be il with him, for the reward of his hands ~
- shall be given him.”’ ‘But when a special event is predicted, which a geners

of; otherwise the prophet could not speak with intelligence in relation to his,
prophecy.” When, therefore, the intelligence of the Holy Spirit is imparted,

which has power to bring all things past to remembrance, and to show all. -

things to come, the man of God at the altar of Bethel, by its agency, tonld

break forth: <O, altar, altar, thus saith the Lord, behold a Child shall b8 born -

to the House of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the. -

priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men’s bones shall ;'

be burnt upon thee.”’, Now this prophecy was fulfilled through the agency

the posterity of the line of Pavid, more than three hundred yoars after,.and.: -
therefore the knowledge of the acts of the progenitors of King Josiah must. = -

have been made known to the man-of God. In this we see that a prophet
must partake of the principle of the_ foreknowledge, as well as thie power o
God, to prophecy understandxnngf events that shall transpn'e through the
aggngyé)f hxs Qmamra :

means aﬁ_e‘lras ﬂ’m end Uf thenr proph—ecw that i is, the intermeédiate cause
and effects that should bring to pass -the- fulfillment of their prediction, we
present the prophesies oi Daniel and John the Revelator. Daniel was not
only enabled to enter into the knowledge of the thoughts that exercised the
mind of the king of Babylon, of what should come to pass in latter itimes;

but also to follow those thoyghts in his. dream, and not-oaly.to make known
his dream, but also its signification  His - visions also of the principal - gov--

ernments of the w 011d ‘and their dissolution, till they-become as tho chaﬂ of
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“the:summer threshing. floor, and the wind carried them all away, aud—
kingdom of God filled the whole earth; or in his own words, * I beheld till
the thrones wers cast:down, and the ancient of days did-sit,’’ and one like

7 unto the Son of Man came to him to whom ‘was given a kingdom and do-

.- * minion, that all nations should serve him. John, the Revelator, is not the

. - less definite in his description of the events that shall usher in the millenium

or rest of the people of God. And yset, though the prophets saw and spake of

~———the-times- of restitution of the earth, and the kingdom of God that should
possessit, and conseqnently saw our day; still we have the knowledge of but™ — -

... one prophet that has prayed for and obtained the privilege of writing for our
- instruction, and giving us all the principles or rules to direct the saints in the

way by which they shall enjoy salvation whei the thrones are cast down and .

- ~-the.overflowing scourge shall pass over, and the distress of nations as por-~ =
trayed by Isaiah 24th chap., shall ¢ome. The partigulars pertaining to that

-circumstance is recorded .i\xrthe 2nd book of Esdras, and 14 chap. —~Having
been favored of- the Lord to behold by dreams and visions the rise and fall of

, nations until the‘coming of the Sonof Man, and being commanded to instruct

— - --his people, answerdd, T will-go- as thou_hast commanded me, and reprove .

the peoplo which are present. - But those that shall be born afterwards, who
shall admonish them? Butif I have found grace in thy sight, send the Ho-'

_ _ ly Ghostinto me, and I shall write all that hath been done in the world since
the beginning, which were written,in thytaw, that men mayfind thy path,

- and that they which will live in the latter days nay live.”” The Lord heark- °
ened io his prayer, and commanded him to prepare materials and call writers . _
for the work, promising to give the Holy Ghost, or in other words, to light a -

_ candle of understanding in-his heart, which-should not be put out till the --

vas-anishe d ha NaVIRe { as .

O L 5110 ar— o531 PE B—W B ~1 {33 HI8E 4
- 0.~ xtigrgiven) written 204 books, all but the seventy last were to come forth in the
- wickedness of the earth both-to the worthy and unworthy. But the seventy
last were to be reserved for the wise and those of understanding. Here let
the redder notice verses 4th and 5th. The Lord showed to Moses marvellous -
things, some of which he Was commanded to keep secret, so also the knowl-
“@dge contained in. the sealed plates-connected with those, from which the
.+ book of Mormoi was translated, is not to come forth to the wicked. "These
" . three testimoniesshow conclusively that a knowledge is to be Fevealed for the
“beauty, perféction and glory of Zion in the last days, that will be hid from the
« wicked and iingodly. - e ialeo -
Woe close our‘remarks on this subject for the present, by observing that Es-  _
dras wroté or transcribed the revelations and prophecies of the prophets and
__holy men,as they by the Holy Ghost saw the latter day work, and spoke and
sunhg of thie glory that should be-manifest at the révelation'of Jesus Christ;
et i man ‘and beast shall cease,.and there shall be nothing to
... - hurtaiid destroy, and the kingdom shall be the Liord’s. This will account for the
' - numerous songs that are intetspersed in the -translation of Esdras, referring.
to ancient prophets as the authors, showing that they were of like passions
with: us, and spoke and sung of the past, the present, and future, as we do, - -
i is_important di o, that they bvthe Holy Ghost spoke aud
Fwerscandshall-hes-whileamueheo i

~ iion is based on ideal fables.
. - TN

S Highlj Intgrésting‘. : E T -
. We have received Communications from our Brother J. C. Bréwsrks,
~highly important, (which we shall publiéh in our next.)- ‘They contain the
account of his comrnission and commandment to write the words of Esdras,
_‘and o prophecy .of Esdras of the manner®of the overthrow and destruction

#. ——ef our Government and Nation.

—— £ - -
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of the Lord torhls People. |
[Contmued from puge’ 14] L

For in those days the nations shall commit all’ manner of *
abominations; they shall oppress the poor, rob the weak, and de-
_stroy those that have no refuge; they shall not regard justice, ,
~ neither shall they delight in peace; they shall despise that which
is rlght and love that which is wrong. Thereforeiﬁey%h&lhek -
ceive for all their cmmes a recompense, and for all ﬂlelr mlqtu. B
ties a reward. Ee -
Sword, famine, and pesulence shall be visited upon themy~
earthquakes, tempests, and devouring fires shall be upon them,
and in their midst their cities shall become & wilderness, and -
their fortile plains a desolation; they shall sow the seed and in.
time of harvest their -fields—shall-be -empty; and upon-all people . -
~ shall be grief and ‘ssirow and disappointment, because of the
- judgments that are upon them. Then shall - theughteous people
- stand upon the land of their inheritaice.in peace, and Satan
have no more fower 6ver them. And shall be built up and pre-
served a righteous and a holy nation;-over-whom the powers of
thls world shall not have power to prevaﬂ at all, forever. , Anﬂ

of' God aml hxs rlghteousness shall cover the earth, even as the
winds of heaven; and Satan, and sin, and sorrow, shall have no
abiding place. -

The word of the Liord to His servants who are commanded to do thls work

“Thetetore ; give heed unto my words, and be diligent to obey all my com-
mandments, for the work unto which Vo are” appomted is very great. and
faithful, and true must be those that accomplish it.

Ye that have known the way and have walked therein ; that heve under-
stood the truth and have rejoiced therein ; that have not turned aside after the
abominafions of the ungodly, -but have. remamed steadfast in the: midst of
temptatlons ; and have not transgressed the commandments that:[ have .. -
given my saints. Ye.are those that shall assemble yourselves together ™

_and establish anew my kingdom, and proclaim my words unto all those- that
will give-ear unto you. Many shall rise up against you, yet they shall all be -
confounded ; niany shall strive to overthrow you, yet they- shall be overs
thrown ; foar not ovil doers, neither be airaid of the multitude of your_enes
mies, for the end of their power draweth nigh, and the days when my people
shall prospet have come.. .

_ And unto all my saints that have remained faxthful m the- m\dstof tribula-

' the work unto which they are called and appomte‘(L ) :

_+ Therefore, be faithful (all ye that remained steadfast in the truth ) in thls
work, even the building up of my kingdom; the day cometh when; If ye are

not found keeping my commandments, and laboring diligently in performing

my work, ye cannot escape the judgments and punishments that are laid.up

in" store for,the unfaithful and ungodly. Proclaim aloud the truth ‘and
make known unto all that will - give ear, the desslations that is ressrved forthe\

T
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transgrossors, and the peacedbls inhefitance that is prepured for tho . righests

. Make-known"and procplaim’ﬁmo “alt the imhabitants of ~the fand-that-which 1——

- . have commanded my saintsio do j to gather unto the land of peaco and build

~ & city and temple unto-me, where they shall keep all my laws and obey all

= my precepts ; where thoy shall execute justice and work righteousness; shall
- protect-the-innocent and punish the transgressors; and throughout all their
land shall righteousness provail over wickedness, and justice shall triumph® -
overiniquity,.- - . - S ) P L
-“"Therefore, ‘ the: time is come, is even now, when my. word shall’ be pro-
claimed without fear, and my saints- shall gather together dnd establish the”
kingdom anew and prepare to go forth into the land-of their inheritancey. foar
. not ~but dectars ¥ word, bo faithfal, and do as I have corimanded, and all”
that strive against you shall fall and be overthrown; but they that assist con-
.tinually to do my work shall be prospered. - T :
_ Let not your faith grow weak because of tribulation, neither be -dismayed
because of the power of your enemies, for inasmuch as ye continue in the
- right way, remaining steadfast, and imniéveable in the . truth and dilligent in
-~ the prozlamation thereof, no evil shall be sufferéd.to be ‘ou, no power.of
this world, - neither shall the power of' satan prevail against. But- yve shall
receive wisdom and understanding, and through all your labors shall be sup-
ported by -my strength and preserved by my pewer.. And-your reward shall
m this world be, an-inheritance in the kingdom that'shall never pass away
and in the world to'como, life everlasting. . _ . - - . -

. Thus saith the Lord your God, choose ye therefore the things that yo will
_do, whether ye will-do-as I have commanded, and commence to do my work
-and-go ferth to buildupmy kingdom and receive, thercfor, all the blessings -

that I have promised untoal” my saints; or whether yo will remain _amongst

_~ - the chkeﬂ;’.;jji'alkin‘g‘ﬁ the «way of the transgressors, and be partakers there-

with,-of all the judgments, punishments and miseries, that I'have in store for .
those that fear me not, that despise my words and set at naught my -councils.
Theé works of righteousness arid the works of iniquity have I set befure you,

.- thereward of one is peace, plenty and length of days, if ye are not turned

baclc by the teraptdations of satan, and the tribulations wherewith I prove all

- my saints; they that are. faithful and true shall pass through’them in safety,

they that are unfaithful and false shallnot beable to stand. A They that are

slothful and. slow to-perfarm the work of righteousness, shall receive the- re-
ward of the wieked.amongst whom they tarry ; for if they partake of the pleas-

-aires of the wicked, they shiall also partake of their pain. They that choose ...

the evil-ghall receive evil and not good; they shall walk in darkness and- stum-

‘ble because the light of truth is withheld from them, for they shall not receive

that which they strivenot to obtain. . ’

- All ye that lové righteousness, give heed unto my words; hearken untomy ¢
~<.  precepts and obey-all my commandments, gather yourselves-together and in
‘the House* that was builded unfo me shall ye assemble, .and from thence
- -- shall my word go.forth unto the inhabitants of the land; that the pure -in
**. heart may .be gathered and the righteous go forth-to the land of their inherit-
ance, where they shall beestablished a holy and an upright nation, over whom
the powers.of this-world shall not. be able to prevail, whero d misery

el G tye Tand s Al {d - 1n ST
~Therefore, ye unto whom this work is given, (to proclaim my words, gath-’
er-my people, establish my kingdom and .biild it up,) be steadfast and fear not

man, be faithful and tarn not aside,-be. dilligentand delay not; for the fime is
_short, faithful and just, and true are they that de this work, and great, vea,

—-_ very great, shall be their reward. Amen.

—  *The Temple of the Lord in Kirkland Ohio.
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(Iu the land- of Cahforma, shull my people ﬁnd refuge from the evﬂs nnd ,

u,

anjoy all the blessmg that those that remain falthful shall recexve. They
ghall not make war npon those thatdwell there; neither shall these have
power to make war npon them, for my power shall-bo their defence, and my
glory theéir salvation.

The pure'in heart shall be gathered there ﬁ‘om amongst the natlons, and’
the righteous from all the people of the eartli; the upright shall see the light
of the truth and rejoice therein; they that have been oppressed by thé unjust
laws of meti shalt there find liberty,” They that have been driven by their ene-—
mies, shall there find a resting place Thoey that have beeq ov erthrown by the
wicked shall there be buiit-up. - A e e :

They that have .-been aﬁhcted s!n]lthere find peace and repose, for t.he

“ reward of the righteous that remain‘faithful shall be all those thmgs which God

" has created for their good, and whichall other nations strive to o.)tam, but faxl

because of their great wickedness. ? - - —
In that land shall the kingdom of righteonsness be bullt up accerdmg to the 7

arder that has been given; there shall none be poor, neither shall there be any 7

tiat are rich, ~For “the viches of thi6 Tich are afi am“mmn’ﬁm‘ﬂrﬁ*%m’d‘_—.

who created all meq that they might enjoy equally those things that Hehas

made- for thei? good ;- and amongst Hissaints none shall beptrrmltted to pos-

sess that which belongeth not unto them. The word of the Lord shall be.

proclaimed unto all the people throughout the land, aug-those that belisve” ;,g’

shall assemble togetlrer at the Huiise of the m and thers shall prepare-

and-depart from thence to the land of peace. g . B
They who dwell mkshat eauntry shall. receive it 'wofd—f‘the—lmrdﬁrhb“ —

joy and assist to buikdup the gdom of ﬂghteousness, and, many tribes..-

- ahall reccive thetpin an evellastmg inheritance where their enemies shall
- _have no more power over them. Thus saith the Lord, 1 have appointed ;he ’
- place whei® the Temple is biiilded unto me, for the gathering of my saints
‘that are scattered abroad in the Nation of Fethsula* there thev shall ‘e~
tablish ancw the kingdom of righteousness, and prepare. themselves to go

forth and build up the kingdom of the west.

They who dwell nearer-tie land of California, aré not commanded to .
g\ather unto the House of myname; To“frequue nothing of my saints thas .
18” not for their good ; but this I require of all;that they walk uprightly,
“deal justly and commit none of the deeds of the wicked and ungodly, for
they who walk aftér the Ways of the unjust ahall net be accepted in my
sight, but shall be cast off to perish with the tramgress,gr they shall not ™~
he prospered in any thing taat they undertake, buifin all things shall be
scourged, tormented and afflicted,.” Obey thereforefdnd sin hot, for:allthas =
I have spoken shall be fulifiled, and all that I havp purposed shall be ac-
complished.” And they that do not as Ihave combanded-them, shall re- ~
ceive all the punishmeiits that I have said shall poured out upon ell
mine enemies. Beware therefore, lest ye are led astray by the temptatiops
of satan, for they are many, and -he hath great power over the inhabitants
of the earth. And many of }my saints has he deceived and led into utter

dnrknesH from which they sl ll réturn uomore. but continue his” sermu

R

P

s but cleavmg_unto eVT and decelt Be wise undt 7 lsgr( &% not, té
" and yield not to his temptatiofis. Call upon your God in faith, and ye shall —
have strength to withstand evil, and remain steadiast and fnhhful in the
cause of righteousuess forever,

In thesg tiles the nations that obey not the commandments of God "o

s g.n')ted Stntee.
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neaEs - nrish, their prosperity shall be tirned unto perplexity and their
" strength unto weakness; those that have long had power and dominion
over the inhabitgnts of the earth  shail-be divided ; and those whom they
have oppressed shall rise up and make war upon their rulérs; and iany
nations shall be rent in-twain, and many kingdoms shall be broken in
pieces.” Then sitall the rich be slain and their riches given unto the poor;
then shall the great-and the mighty perish®together ; .then shall the vine- .
" yards and pleasant gardens and the’ fertile fields be wasted and troddea un-
der foot. Then shall the glorious cities, the abode of kings and nobles, be
~ given unto the hands of the destroyers, thousands shall .perish, the mighty
—shait fall;-and--a , rne-rule in—unrighteousness shall he over-
thrown. Then those nations:that have desired to obtain the land of Cali-
fornia, shall be filled with contentions, tamult and confusion, the wicked _
rring egainst the wicked, burning their cities, wasting their country and
filling the land with violence und death ; then those that love -riches more . _
than-justice, and guin more than the ways of peaée, shall see their riches
_ consumed by fire and their abundance destroyed by their énemies, and wast- -
~ ed by those whorn they hate’j for if they will nmotobsy aiid gatherunto-the— —
place of rest, that which they most desireshall be taken from them, and
miseries unnambered shall be poured upon them. Yet the righteous shall
flourish and the saints in the land of peace shall prosper continually.

R Arise ‘y¢ Saints, opposed; oppressed,
e -+ Down trodden by your numerous foes ;
. Haste tothé Land of Peaceand rest, -
- “_ " Though all the.powers-of-earth oppdse ;
e Believe, obey and hasten o’er, .
_ And dwell in peace on’ that blest shors.

bl

Delay not, for that hour is near, .
When judgments on the world shall pour; — :

When bloodshed, miseries, wo and fear, - - VT
Shall waste each Nation’s might and power ; -

: Believe, obey and hasten o’er,

[ - And dwell in peace on that blest shore:

‘There shall a chosen faithful band, - T
That’s long been tried and steadfast stood,
. Assemble on that promised land, =~ “~—— :
: WheR\ rolls-Cedonia’s* silvery flood ; .
BelieXe, obey, and hasten o’er,
And dwell in-peace on that blest shore. -

“Thore shll the Saints from every clime,
Assemble and possess the Land
_ , Where war and misery, wo and crime,

Shall not prevail against that band; .

s ievesaheys 3 N I

» well in i)eumrfrﬁttgﬁme

v

Give ear unto my words, and be diligent to perform my werk, for vie-
Yence rgvereth the earth,and my people can have norest amongst the péo-
_ple that have broken my lawa, transgressed my commandmenis, and des--
pised my precepts. Therofors go-forth and lead my people from their

’Riquiorado. N S _—
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of théir crimes ; keep yourselﬁ free, and bind not yourselves by any W

sesk not to enrich yourselves, for the rich are not acceptable in my mght

and all that seek continually after riches transgress my commandments ; -
they shall not enjoy those blessings that. I have in store for those that dili- -
gently seek the ways of righteousness and strive to walk therein. Remem-
ber allmy words, and declare them unto the. people, forget not my. say-
ings, but hasten to perform all that I. have required of you, for he thatis .
slothful, shall not receive the reward of the-faithfil, the light that- they
have shall be turned into darkness, for if they cease to obey, -they nhaﬁ
- afso cease to receive and understand my_word._ The servantsi of Satan, :
obdy him whom they serve, and if 'my people remain amongst them, they -
will be led astray by the temptations of Satan and fiie deceit and fraud of
wicked men.

< Inthe days when all the nations shall -haveperverted my 1aws, when .

+ all nations have turned from the right way, when they put their trust in

- walls and towers, and the multitude ,of their mighty men, when throughout
“the whols earthle poor-are oppressed;-and—therich-exalted, then will k.~
establish a nation in the land. of Bethsulaywhere none-but those that desire.
righteousness shall stand; they shall have no laws but mine, and they afe
just and perfect ; their rulers shall be those that have beeri tried and found
faithful, that have been tempted and'sinned not, that havé -been persecuted -,
and have not failed, that have been oppressed by their “enemies, and haye’
"~ not forsaken -the truth; these shall be chosen to estabhsh a nation ‘holy and
righteous before me, to call togetherthe pure in heart from the_foar quar-
ters of thu’elirtli, "and my people from every country. Many shall be their
enemies, yet over all their. foes they shall trmmph and over-all that oppase
ghey shall prevail. -

7 I saw the righteous- scattered wide,
e Through all the countries of their, foee,
' Drlven, oppressed, and trampled dewn,
- None ptﬂe&m‘ relieved. their woees,
Their enemies o’er them prevailed,
And hope and faith. had almost _failed.

, llookpd agam—-a land appeared —
e Of mountaing, vales, and fertile plaim
The hgme, the-abode of saints that od
For'refuge frem oppression’s reigh.
-The hope, the refuge of the oppressed, .
Where all the saints.found peacé and rest. -

No sound of war or strife was heard,
There each possessed a happy-homae, . -
None to molest or make afraid, o
: Ir_Lpeaee dxd they _possess thexr own. e

1In “that timea shall the God of Heaven and Earth sst up and establish a-
kingdom which shall excel all other nations, before which all others; ;shall be
as chaff, and their strength vanity. ‘And by the power of God. shall this peo- .
ple that is chosen for that work be preserved,and in: His strength shall they go
forth ; ‘many shall Satan stir up against them to hedge up the way; but his
power shall be of no avail, and all those whom he has pqwer over to emrSe them. - °
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}or ~he wrath of Ged shzﬂl upon these be poured out thhout measure ; there-
fore, take heed, lest ye be fonud amonggt the servants of Satan, and of hlm whom
ye serve shall ye receive your reward. . And the servants of. God love peace,

- therefore they,in the Iast days,shall findit; they love truth and abher de-
= eeit ; they love justice and despise umighteodsness ; they, walk-aprightly, keep-
. ing the Sabbath day holy, and profaining not the name of the Lord, and call-
. ing often upon him for strengthto continue in the right way, for he that pray-
‘ g: notshall fally for in his own strength no man can resist the temptauons of -
tan, -
He that walketh in- the ways of the wicked shall not esc'lpe from the land .
thereof,.neither shall he receive the reward of the righteous ; destruction and
~ death shall be his portion ;. but peace and prosperity; the reward of those that
™ seek righteousness. The Most High shall, in those times, (when the earth is
- —hited witii Violence, and thé land of Bethsula with all manner of- erimes,) call
and appoint one who shall call together the pure in heart,-and cause them to
assemble .at the place appointed, from whenee they shall, from time to time go.

forth to the land that is prepared for an everlasting inheritance of the saints;
abey, and delay not, for the work is very great, and faithful and just, and stead-
fast must they be? Who accomplish the building up of the kingdom of righteous-
ness,.unto which shall be gathered all those that have heard the truth, and amid
temptations and tribulations have remained therein. Then shatt” the poor be -
esalted and the rich be brought low ; then shall the proud be humbled, and the
oppressors oppressed ; then slmll the transgressor be pumshed and the workers
~ of iniquity be ashamed “For in that land the rulers shall be just and holy men, -
‘... whofear God, and will not fail to doall that. He requireth of them ; and all
“'they that obey shall be rewurded and their reward shall be-a peaceable in-
=~ ~ heritance amongst the people of God. Therefore, give heed unto the” words - of -
~ the Most ngh who has revealed unto his servants, that which He has de-

~ termined to doin the last days; keep all the’ commandments and do all that

18 given unto,you to preferm ; and in 5o <doing, youshall be prospered™in all
that you undertake, and the Lord your God w1ll fie with- you, and all things.
‘ghall be made plam before you ; all that is for the good of the saintashall be .

B given unto them, but that which is not for theirgood shall be withheld. Then
_ the power of God shall be shown forth and the saints shall rejoice, for by His
- -~ power they shall be preserved and protected, and all that seek to build them
- ... up,shall be exalted ; they that trust in the Godof Heayen, shall be upheld
_ °. - and strengthened, and made strong in the way of trith; they shall be supported
through all their trialsy gnd in all their, labors they sh'lll be- rewarded. The
._._saints that go to the land of peace shall kegp the Sabath day holy ; they shall
_eall apen the Lord for -strength to build up His kingdom, and to be preserved

there from the power of Satdn; they shall” not'profane the name of the Lord

v - their God; they shall not seek for riches, for the poor amongst men shall be
those that are chosen to perform this work. Then the rich, “the mighty, the
~proud, and the noble shall be left to. perxshﬁnnd none shall help them, for in the

day of | thexr prospenty, saith the Lord, they rejected my word and despised my

: 183 Y 9 rzandrobhed: the-s :

“selves in ﬁﬂe Fumen{, an fare sumptuou ¥, batt egﬁrde& not the poor,

8 whom-they had oppressed;nor the innocent whomThey had robbed. “Let the
— proud humble themselves, and the, rich give that which they need not unto those
that have none; and if they do not this, they shall be visited with fire and sword;

" they whom lhey have oppressecF‘ dhd robbed, shall rise up and devour thelr
sabstance, (that is, those of the poor that follow the imaginations of their own
hearts, for all thepoor are net my servants,) the poor shall-rise up against the
ncb and the .bondsman-against the free, in all_the nations of the earth, their
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- cities shall be ﬁlled thh the.glaing und their plemmnt gardeng with the dead,
their fields shall be wasted‘md made desolate, ~Amidst all” &E“ese things, “the
 saiitts shall continue to flee®to the lafid of peace ; they shall not partake of the
sins and contentions, of the wicked, neither shall they fall by the hands of their
enemies ; but in peace shall they do ,that which the wicked strive by “violence -
and blaodshed to-accomplish, for by their own wisdom ng man can perform this

--work, and theé wicked shall in this manner be punished for rejecting the truth.

- Rejoice, all ye saints, for the day _of salvation draweth near, the day $When
the righteous shall be gathered the day when the light of truth shall shine
forth in all the €4%th, and the power of God be made manifest unto all flesh. The .-~
day when the city of righteousriess shall be founded by the faithful and- upnghz of
the people of God, ‘those that have remained steadfast and immavable in the
truth, those whom the power of Satan has not been able to overthrow, thess -
;&hall arise andstlepart from the midst of the \Vlcked trusting in God, and-not in
their own power, fearing not man, biut hastening to perform the gl01 ioys work,
to go forth and establish the kingdom of peace and righteousness, where the
ntrhteous from allthe lands under the heavens, from Eﬁe four quarters of the ~
. ;mmrth,ﬂha lassemble, where the poweLdflladshalLbe_shmn_fanh_flouaL,_
vation of His people, There the. wick>d shall cease to have rule over -the,
righteous;, but those that féir God anc} obey His commandments, shall find rest
from gll the evils that Satan and higgervants hiave brought upon them. Those
that remain faithful shall obtgin peace and receive the land of peace for theirin- : *
heritance, where - ihey who fear not the power of men; but delight in serv-
ing the Most [ligh,shall have the desires of {heir hearts, which is peace and
truth and unﬁdln« glory in the kingdom of God, that shall be seLupamiestaL
lished, never more to be thrown down pr removed, for the God of earth and
“FHeaven-hath spokenit. Ameén. Then shall the rulers rule in rlghteousne,
and execate the law in equity ; then the evil-doers and workers of iniquity
shall be confounded, and their powér shalf cease out of the land. For the day
cometh when pawer and dominion shall be given to the Saints of the Most
High God, and their enemies shall fail and be brought to- nouUht confusion
and dismay shall fill all.the unrwhteous 5 for all their u'mcrhteousness, and all
their ungodly deeds, they -shall receive® feward which shall be terrible and
jusi.  Pray ye, therefore, that ye may . receive light and uaderstanding from
Him who ruleth and hath power,and dominion forever, that ye mayhe able to -
“resist all the power and.temptations of Satan,and. thiit ye may overdome all that
oppose the work of righteousness. For all that-servenot God, all that -are not
aceking righteousness and truth, shall rise up against you, and desire: to over-
throw the people that will not partake with them of all the® abominations of the
servants of Saran, but they cannot prosper or prevail against the. righteous who
keep all the commanJmems of their God; and labor diligently, with all their’
niight, to do as they are commanded. = All those thatirefuse to obey,.and will -
not do as they are requlred to do, shall not enjoy those bléssings that{the fanh-
ful and diligent shall obtain’; thelef( re,seek righteousness, and des 'lines‘é
and truth, for all the saints shall be made pure and holy before God, i :
main faithfplly in the way of righteousness, until they are prepared il ¥-to" re-
uxve those bhessmgs that are reserved- for all who f‘anl not and all thosp that are

samts who love sin and vanity, more than ﬂley do the gTorlous Tewar a of the

servants ofthe Most High. Be ye not of that number, for their end shall be in
Jarkness, and gloominess,and their punishment- just and terrible, Beljeve and

. obey, for the unbelief of the people shall overthrow them ; those that believe not _
the words of God will not obey-neither can they receive the thmgs that He has

promised the saints. :
In these times, when the qppomted penod shall have come that the Samts
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PR ho-King at is.theirs, for an everln ting in--
heritance; then the righteous shall begin to asse £1ble themselves together
in the country of the unfaithful, then they shall &mmence the building up ~ -
* of that church which can never be destroyed, for the Saints in those days
shall-seek diligently for and obtain all those things that are for their good;
o they shall ‘have power over their enemies, that their foes cannot prevail
against them; they shall ask and receive- all knowledge and understanding
" that they desire in righteousgness, and that is necessary for their good; they
shall be guided in'the way of peace and led in the paths of holiness. They
‘shall call upon Ged in faijth, agnd He will deliver_them from all dangers;
they shall go forth from the place of the Temple throughout all the land of
- Bethsula, and preach the gospel to all the inhabitaits thereof: many thou-
sands shall believe and repent, and obey the commandinents of God. = Many
shall stand up to resist the truth, but they will all be confounded, and the
work shall prosper and spread and flourish, until the kingdom .of righteous-
_ness is established and the city of rest built up in the-land of peace.

-\ __Fearmnot, for the days of oppressnon shall pass, -

And they who now flourish shatl-witlier-as-grassj— =
And they, and their deeds, and thefr memory shall ba
_—_ The scorn and contempt of the jus’t and‘the'free

-

"Be bold, and press onyward, though dangers arise, ,

And foes without number contend for the prize, - -
t . Thy God wiil still lead theé, the work will roll on,

Ang the righteous will gather with joy and with song

s

C " Rejoice, for the- day of salvation is near, .
When the righteous shall floarish, the wicked shall fear,
— =" 'Then war and destruetion and misery shall come -
~ _ On all those that dwell in the light of the sun.-

_Bave those that repent and will flee to that land,
_— Formed, kept, and preserved by the power of his hnnd
Where the treasures of earth and the treasures of sea- -
Are gathered in one for the just and the free, SRR ‘7’. .

Where the righteous ehall prosper and fiirish in peace,
And truth, wisdom and beauty forever increase; -
.There the poor shall find plenty, the weary find rest,

And the preud and the powerfulxhall ceaso {0 oppress.

All ye whom your_fnes_do_opptess and despise,
-~ Hear the words of salvation, and haste to arise;
For the hour draweth near when the righteous shall atﬁnd
e ;@ peodple, a nation, in_that glorlouﬁ ]and

'Bar not;-for the days of oppression shall pass,
nd they who now flourish shall wnther as grass; -
| , memory shallbe ..~ °

8eaiNerELD, ILL., March 22, 1848. I - .

 TEXposition of Words or Names in the Transiation.

_ ‘Bethsula, when representing territory, is North America. Ophir is South
America. The Strong Isle is Great Britain. Divam is China. Scythia is

Russia. Cedoma is the Colorado. Cedron is the Miesissippi "River.
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Ephraim or the Sons of Joscph, are a part of the Indian tribes. Hathsala,
ghen speaking of nation or of government, represents’ the now United
tates,
Inasmuch as these naffies occur in the Translatxons already published, it

" ecomes necessary that our readers are made acquainted with their significa- -
iom,

-

N

"'he Song of Nathan the Prophet, written for the
East Days. «

The day is at hand, pthaLe ye; prepare —

For death and deatrucnon are now on the way, ’
~ “Escape from the wicked, lest'their JudgmeMS you share,
. For mgh&is approaching, escnpe in the du?’

. e

Destructmn shiill haste and death not remain, -

But will spread all their terrors throtighout this fair land
For kings seek for riches and for wide domain,

But they shattsoon pensh and fall by death’s hand

L

Tk,

% ‘ghe, isles of the nauons which are in the sea, 7
ﬁ Shall fearand shal -tremble at the sound of war,-
When the glory of Israel all nations shall see;

And when they return from the countries plar.
g . - , -4

_ For division shall rend and the sword shall dnnde,
b Theegtrength-ot the people-whose glory is war;
For the end is now come to !h"lr glory and pride,
~" Their destructlon shall has'e for it comes from afar.

3 'The'people that dwell in the land ealled Gaul T
Shall soon be divided, their rulers shall ﬁght, . P B
__Till they. in the north wjth perplexity fall, * - - o=
" And they in the soutl shall-scon be put to flight. _
@ —~
. Tl T'empmnons comes, the kmg of the south,
- Whase terrible engines shall blaze on the Rhme,
“Tor thousands shall wait their command from his mouth;
To ﬁ‘rht with their might in the baties dread line.

Next the kings of .the east _shall thei bﬁlzers display. .
Their march shall begin through tiimxctlon and woe; . -
_Fot blood, fire’and sword shall still guardthear by day,
- As they on their course to tFwestward shali go
Then a star m 1he north shall with g!ory appear, o LT
e And. theyainathe
And through a o~1a h
For death is on the land and des(ructxon at sea

Fo- Belhsula shall fear .when these evils mcrease, .
When their cities are burnt and theu' atmies are slain,-
When war is undone, and they find no peace, -

Bnt bloodshed and elatighter shall have their demam\——, -+
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~“Shall. war with the west, with the-north and the east,
- “The strong hold shall perish, and thousandi ghall fall,
- And w11d beasts of prey- on their bodxes“*ﬁha]l"feast

Then shall earthquakes in countries much people destroy,
b In ihe south of -Béthsula the ground they shall yend,
= -=7  And they shall desiroy many, thousands a dayy
' And streams of anhl fire front thc earth shall ascend.
o **%hﬁrﬁ%hfﬁfﬂ—ﬁi&%@%&&iiﬁs_d&hs_shnﬂ_pmpm,\ﬁ
: To fight with therr enemies and slay all their fues, :
Their eves shall not pity, their handa shall. not spare,
Because their destrucuion is ternble woes. |7

» Y o
" S '

. For Godwiil. dectroﬁ all the wicked on earth, %
He will no longer-spare them, but will thém debtroy,
By swoard and eafihquakes, by tempests and dearth,

And these all their glory and power shall aanny. - 4

AR A A A A AN A A A A AN A

Recxpr@ca!. o ' S g
“The parents nfthe Olive Branch send their sincers’ resp.c Wﬂmse rrf the Goipe
ﬁf or the- kind notice they have taken of our litue son, we fnnkly acknowledgo Tio
ve%%ll but if we remsmbgr right ho is more fat and plump than their son waa v%e
it was Born in 1848, and christened \melar the name of Yoree Herald, and as he is nou !
od with the most tender cave, bymurses of “zoms degree of moral honbsty." and hn ing
. plenty'of the sincere miik of the words of ancient as well as moiern prophgg} @ nccoum} ¥
tudt our child will spo:xr-beeome-a-haan, yoa an invinsible giantin strength. Wa hape,!ﬁJ
" therofore that their son will not mock, because he ig the first born and larger, sdeing thavi
oar son is a promised seed that will bless all the families of the earth, that ha will mgke
the wilderness aud the solitary places glag, and the desert to bud and blossom s the r6'§a
that-he will comfori all the waste places of Zion, ‘making her wildernesy a8 Edemmd har
" desert as the Gardmrofthe ‘Lord: Isaialt 51, 31, We choose much rather that the two
«.hlldreu of the sama. family may live in peace, and have no contention. Will they ler
“thelr san come and sec.-us occasionally? We will send ours to Voreé as oftonas we-can .
get him a new dress. It will be our greatest care to teach him truth and-fighteonsness,, a
-and \f {n your presenca he behaves with any impropriety, correct hup 'md if he is un-
mmnerly and quarrulsome, or tells any untruths, fiog him. - ’

A

fv‘\fvywwm - : e

.~ Preserve your Papers.

le 8 matter of regret that it'so often happens that in- cdnvei-mnon on the history =
dostrine or’ prophecy of events, reference is made to some papér or ethier documont by
unanf the pgrjjgi to_prove the truth of his S!Lij. “Fhe other party respond¢, we have

o wuntean numbere&wt t =ing us timd. _endured and
1udgment suspended on the qnesnon perhaps, fot want of the lost manuscript .espocially

»-m&@A&Lnls‘a-dee&menﬁ)ti evidonces J.lxhnugh this periodical is niot of Atself evidence of 1ty
own perfection in carrying out the design as contained in the prospecms, yet-we hope t
make it 8o perfect thatthe’ hls%?ry, doctrine and prnphecy it contains will be quoted with
groat confidence by its patrons, proving itself trne m’timb will llustrate it by evidenee.
We hope, theréfore, that ail our patrons will put the humbers together In thelir order
stitching them, thm they may be proserved in their placo e T
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For the Ohve B‘mnch. =
oL c&he Writings of Esdras, ~
: : Srmmwmm, ILL.,,_ Augusz 30 1848

°\§a o
ghon beiﬁgreﬁen asked; ““How aré those wml,@of Esdras obtmn
ave ﬁxon%?t proper to write a short article on thissubject. -
 fpocrypha we find the books called first and;second iﬂsdraa. o
¢FBnth chapter of the latter, we read that the Prophet’s prayer to the Al
‘;y 4g:4bigli *But if T have found grace before thee, send the Holy
I shall write all that hath been done in the world sifice."
®which were writtenr -in_thy law, that men may find thy path,
hich. will live in the latfer day may live,”” and according to his. - -
“was ne, his request was grante(., ‘and he was commanded to prepare,...
1§ task he had faken upon him. It is recorded that during.the next foriy. .5 .

“the five ready writers he wids commanded to take with him, yrote-from,; -
hls mouth two hundred and fouf books, or as the ‘marginal reading. has it,-
ning hundred and four books. Those books, it appears, were written for thé;
- express purpese of being a guide to.the peeple in the last days, that those . who
<t desited to'live might live. But the;;question at once arises, Where, are these.
" books?.where are those writings,sthat in those latter times Were to pé.a. guide »:x.; -
unts Tife, for those that sou htﬂl_ianswer, those é)amphlets that, have'heens &
published at Springfield, Hlingis efffirst in 1842, entitled ¢ The: Worda Qﬁ;
Righteousness to ‘all ‘Men:*. the. 36\1«3 in July;-1845, “A. ‘ning*to" the ’
Latter Day Saints;”” and.the third in March, 1848, « The Word ‘of- 644
to His Pewple, contain’ a part of those ancient writings of . .ZEs vhio
have written since 1838. LTS
The manner in which I obtamed them is as follows:" When ins Kirdland, -
Ohig, in the year 1837, bejng-at that time.ten years of age, 1 sawwwémm ln
which1 was shown a large round table; and on it a-vast quantlty Qf wmm ol
&c anmred whﬁt WES the- mtarpretatm&, -and wasxoch‘,‘, 10764 [ R

dras

The yision passed away, and I«ixd ﬂ%then’ me 'mg_ out e books
of Eadras, and I had not the least idea whaf those records werey ol ‘<

Time passcd on, and in-August-of the following year, (1838,) Whenmear.«
Dayton, Ohio, I saw in another vision a large: number of Baoks in.the Englislﬁt P
language, and was told “‘thest are the lost books of Esdras,”’ - I réudithe-ti=:
tles of gome of these volumes. One was *“The ‘Words of :Rightgousnesdite: - 1
~all Men.” The vision then passed from my sight, and J.obtained:ng light pa .~
to what was the value of those books, or by whom they were t¢: be writteh;

=
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in fact, { was not at that time informed whether or mot they wore to be
written.

On tho last day of September, 1838, I arrived in Springficld, with my
father and the rest of his “amily. In Docember folowing, I saw a third
vision, and the angel whom I had seen before, then declared that Itis the
will of the Liord that yeu should commences and write thuse books of Esdras.™
At the samo time, the first book wus presentdd (o me; that ix, 1 saw it again
in vision. ) . o .

On the twenty-seventh of December, 1833, T comménced tha book called
*The Words of Righteousness to ull Men,”” and wrotd & few lines, but could
not writ- su as to render it intellicible to any but mgse]f,}go poor a writer was
I at that period. 1 told my father what I had secn, and he“was rather inclined
to disbel.cvo.  He did not doubt that 1 had seen the visipng, as 1 related them,
but he thought it ighly improbable that an all-wise Goif‘ihhguld command a
family as poor and illiterate as we were, to perform so- gragg a work, Said
he, *“Wu have not wi<dom enough amongst us to write a's o book, and if
it was writen, we would not know whether it was correct @ fioty’ butif he
could be satisfied that the Lord required it of us, he was willifig-tGrommencs

and dg what we could, but until he was convinced, he did ngafeel dispesed to -
move.y Aboul the same time the intelligence arrived, thatfiaceountef the
difficultics the church in Missouri had encountered? som
ablest members had denied the faith and joined the mob to fight th
This troubled him, and he reasoned thus: *If those who have boef
work so much longer than I have, who have enjoyed so much greater
leges than I have, and preached the gospel to thousands, cannot stand,
have even joined the enemy and are fghting against the church, how ¢
~be able to stand;”’ and he was finally led to conciude that he could not stan
As those of greater faith had fallen, it appeared uscless for him foindulge th
hope that he should be able to endure unto the end. In this fratie of Mif
he went to meeting. The next Sunday, before the sermon commencedy hé
occupied his time n reading the book of Mormon. When Bro. Johnson b
gan preaching he laid aside the book, and leaning forward with his head on®
his hands, presently he was in vision. It mayv be well here Lo remark that he”
is not a visionary person, having never been favored with more thun three or
four visions in his life. At this time he saw before hiin a tabls, and on it a
number of very lurge beautiful candles burning most brilliantly. A person-
age stood at his side, and asked, ‘Do yvou see those lights?”  He answered,
I'do.” - The personage then said,'Put one of them out.’ He did so. ‘Now,’
said the guide, *‘does that prevent the remainder from burning as brilliantly
as before?” He replied, *It does not.” Hg was theun directed to extingnish
another, and then the same question wa® rBpeated—*Does thix prevent the
remainder from burning as brilliantly as heforé?? And he answered, *It doee
not.” This was continued until all the lights were gone but one.  The guide
then said, *‘Does not this burn as britliantly as at first, and give as much light?*®
He answered, ‘This one certajnly gives as much light as it did before, but
there is not as much light in the room as when all were burning.* *That is
very truse,’ replied the guide, ‘and so it should be with the saints: they should
stand and act as independently of each other, as those candles stood and burned
independently of each other.’ This satisfied him on this point. He saw the
instraction and admenition that it was intended to convey so foreibly illustra-
ted, that he was convinced of the truth of the vision, and never since has the
apostacy of high or low had the least effect upon himg
As soon as this vision was passad, he saw another or rather a continuation
of the first. The table was still before him, and the guide stood at his side,
but mow the table was cevered with books, papers, writings, &c. *These,’ said
the guide, ‘are the lost books of Esdras, and you must now go home and com-
menoe, ead you und your family must do all that is In your power to do, te
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forth and when you have done atheA_yeu—can,ﬁa means shnll
furnished to complete the work.
In obedience to this command hé did commence, and as I saw the books in
vision, he wrote the words, &3 I repealed them to him. He hqd not: wmten
any in many years, and could, Jrog tslowly. The first Sunday Bfter his "
sesing the vision, we spént allit fiting seventy lines, or li‘tle more than
one page of the first pamphlafs t time after, Jonathan Duanham came
~0 th{s place from M:ss' ployed him, and he wrote about iwb
e paid him thlrty-six dollars.  On ac-
-mbers of the church then here, we said
)y_p a few. One of these, E. Merriam, -
offer ad wrote for us. Hﬁﬂ[ﬂiln allr :

"~ came wenever an
nearly two hundred ;
About the time }
* wentto Nauvoo ¢
*it, as he was so

menced wmmg, m) father took the first book, and
fore-Josepli: Smith, but he would not even look at
othrer busifiess that he could not examine it. Myﬁ‘ -
fter was»redue‘d §0 low by a fever, that he was not- -
GMWMimﬂL‘~

f-as it appeared%o fo.
840, that- the first light was obtained from tbose -
: the gathering, ortheplac Tor the saints.-

% known to the blanqm%ﬁeld that we,

Smith vxsmng this place, my father invited . _
{ ‘it before . him.* He made ro décision, but adwsed ]

, at the game time saying, ‘We have
ild:* %

¢ father went to Nauvoo again, taking wnh"hnm the - |
ittcn Joseph took the wutmgv—md aftér keeping thewa
“days he returned them, saying, ‘I have inquired of the
“fﬁis, nd have not received an answefi’ After this, we con-
ofter as ad time, without neglecting our other business..
embersyof Lhe ch ad by this time hedtd a part of the writiny

: H hey came 19, our house for thig purpose; but as yet nothmg hid been
L P blished, outr dugy’in this respeet we @ld not know, and we made:it ' Hratter ™
ol ?er&ﬂV forwmsmhs and .on the tweg@y-nmth day of Murch 1842, I

us salth the ol
2 the% of safety '@. h:

they shgll*gather {hemselves toge
-tions gf fhie books to-be printed i

understand bifore the day-and th y judgments shall comét«Ame
‘Fear not & ced men, neither 8 ither fecret combmatmns, “for-thi

Lord you? God? and hig~son—Jesus=Christ shall prosper -you, in axl works{f '
rignteousness, if ye remain steadf; ﬁnto the end.’ i
We_at once set ourselves ab d in Jine fo]lowmg, the pamphlet eh-
titled *The Words of Righte nes o all’ Men’ was printed. Since that:
time, we have pubhshed extracty from the wrmngs of Esdras as much.as our-.
poverly would permit. ;T will here add that those writings are not aiteretLor
first. te@ In the @ i

I that ye should make km’i
e me, and also the i ew'
,-and that ye cause st
8, thaiithe people may read aﬁ

tify some mlstfke of the “scribe, suTaEfmls speﬂF g or ommtting a wi
Some few typographical errqrs hiaye occurred in the pamphlets that have boen..+
published, bat with these exceptions, no alteration bas taken place-in thm iy
wntmgs ginee it was first put upon paper. ] r, S
From ‘the very commencemant of this work; we. have carefully nomd tbo
many propheéies they contain, and looked for their fulﬁﬂmem, and.in b“ﬂ'; -
dreds of instances the events spoken of have taken place in the | same manner

e L - www.LatterDayTruth.org :



[ 36 ]

that Esdras foretold, and in no case have any of the predictions failed. I think
that it may be safely said that no prophecies of ancient or moderu umes, are

»0 plaml) and clearly expressed, and so free from ambyruity, as those of E
Esdras. Through the medium of this paper, [ intend to present to the pub-

lic the prophecies that have been publisiyed, and the fultillient of the same,

and also many prophecies that have not he ©: publlsmd and the events spo-

ken of in them are vetin the future. & :

e S e T Tt S e T e R g
For the Olive Branch.

SPRINGFIELD, "Iu.., August. 21, 184K.

The church being at preseut divided into suchia numberml parties, each
claiming to be right, and believing ull others to be wrong,
irit of contention and strife amongst the mewmbers of th
ea%l endeavoring to show to the world. that their opponents
ungodly men, and that those whom they once mnited with ag
the holy bonds of the everlasting covenant, are now Changed to
sinful and degraded. o

A spirit of disunion and discord is abroad in our lagd,and throughoat the
whole civilized world. Its effects are seen amongst all nations, and parties,
and churches. Governments aud societies thatfHave existed for centuries,
are being torn in pieces and divided to an extent never before witnessed, -
and this spirit of di: cord, this dispositiou to divide und contend is (,onst,anﬁy
ou the increase, particularly in our own country. If any doubt thé esr-
rectness of this statement, let him carefully compare the history of the
events that have transpired within the last twelve months thh that of any- .
preceding year.

The saints of God are commanded to come out and be separate from the
world; they are required to live in peace and not tospartake of the follies
and crimes of the world, lest they are also partakergiof the judgments and -
-punishments of those that are under the influence of this spirit of strife and
discord. But unfortunately we have been and still are a divided people,
divided in belief and in practice, and mmani esting in our arguments and
disputes with each other, more of the spint of the werld ‘than of Christ,
and one would be led to thiuk, by ;ﬁkdmg the various publications of they
church, that we knew but little of Eheispirif inanifested, and“the prmcrplgg
taught by our Savior. How far ha p jated frem these principlss
that we profess to believe,and how lon‘g‘ ontinue to go on in the way"
of the transgressor? Have we not learné G xperience that ‘the way of the
trauagressor is hard?”  What have we gaﬁmy all the contentions’and dis-
putes that have occupied the time and aitention of the majority of the church
for the last few years? The answeris plain: nothing. Bat if we ask what we
have lost, who can answer? It is impossible “for man to tell, when we look
" upon the present condition of the church in its dispersions, its divisions and
disucions, and see thu disposition manifested to-increase those evils rather
than to allay them, does it not appear as if the whale work of the Last
Days (commenced in 1830, by Joseph) was abodt to fall to the ground, and
the true order of the Church of Christ bs destroyed from off the earth?

How true are the words of the Prophet—We look for judgment, there
15 none; for salvation, but it is far from us. For out transgressions are
msultiplied before thee, and our =ins testify against us: for our transgressions
are with us, and as for our imiquities we know them,” But the work of
tiod 13 not to be sverthrown by the power of Satan, and in the midst of all
thess evils & few who had determined to live in obedience to the require-
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ments of the gospel, were permitted to again commence upon the same
foundation that the church was first built upon, rejecting all that is aot in
accordance with the principles and doctrines taught in the gospel of our
‘Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. -

The invitation has already gong forth to all the members of the Church
to lay aside all that is not agr able to the will of our Heavenly Father,
and unite with us inestablishing’anew the kingdom of our God.

During the penod :that the ghurch has been thus divided. all of us have
more of less gon sbray, all have deviated from the ways of righteousness;
many have tumefentlrely frométhe truth, and have denied the work of the
Last Days, and will return no more to the right way: but all that have any
desire to be members of the Church of iGod, are at perfect liberty to come
and unite in thigtwork. Personal diffiétiities have arisen between many of
the brethreu, gﬁvate -disputes_have caused many to regard each other as
enemies rathé%flhan a8 brethren-of the same church. Perhaps this will
prevent some from -taking ;part in this work. We are commanded to love
-our enemies, bless .them that -curse us, and do good to those that hate us.
If we are required:ta;do thus by our enemies, shall we not forgive those of
-our brethren that ‘Have trespassed against us. Cannot we lay aside our
disputes and herceforth liviiin peace with each other? ¢Let all bitterness,
and wrath, aud anger, imd5 lamor, and evil speaking be put away, with all
-malice, and be ye'kind one'to another, tender hearted, forglvmg one another,
-even as God for Christ’s sauke hath forgiven you.” It is time that we
should do as well as say: we Haye been preaching and teaching by precept
.Jong enough. Let us now b ““determined to set an example before the
world worthy ef our profession, and in no other way can it be done, but by
exercising an humble and a fergiving spirit. The Apostle says, ‘Let broth-
erly love continue.” In our present condition may we-not say, let brotherly
love increase. All difficulties and disagreements that have occurred during
the period of our disorganization are past and beyond our control, and can-
not be brought up by a member in this organization against auother. All
oufr.persona % differences and disputes that have taken plaece in this period
.must be laid aside at once and forever, if we would live in peace and pros-
per. ‘Let us not, therefore, judge one another any more, but judge this
,rather, that no man put a stumbﬁng block, or an occasion in his brothers
ay.’” We have faith in the have confidence in the promises
contained in the word of eve the principles taught therein.
The apostle James says, ¢ aman:’ and again he says, ‘Evenso
faith, if it hath not works, i g atone. For as the bolly without the
spirit ie dead. so faith without dead also." Let usstrive to have works
ag well as faith. We mast ber the former commandments to do as
well as ray: we must *add té aith virtue, and to virtue know]edge, and
to knowledge temperance,. and to temperance patieuce, and to patience
godliness, and te godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
charity: for he that lacketh these things is blin, and Cannot eee afar off,
and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.’

[ think it is an error into which we have fallen, to be continually looking
for and expecting something new, and at the same time neglscling what
we have already received.. If we would grow in grace and in the knowl-
edge of the truth, we must improve that wh:ch we have, and walk accord-
ing to the light that we have received. We are commanded to build upen
the same foundation. Let us beware lest we are found building upon some
sther. Unless we fuifitl all former comimuandiments, we have no promise ef
success or safety. Qur cause 18 the cause of trutu and righteousness: &
great and an important work is require ! at our hands, snd if we are not
weary in weil doing, 1t wi.. be acconips. ed
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- eveithrow ench other, how can ) tJ;,ekbtult up‘? e cannot be built up,. but -
e nwlln)e thrown down, and if ye cpe urselves own, who shall lift ye up?

~ Teay-iinte you, that if- ye east )ours' enrdowh, ye shatinot be lifted up,'ye

shall_not be built up in spiritual’ t,hm »nelt Bfjn t-mporal things; bow can

: “ye prosper when one ié divided again her? a house divided ngam-t it-

s8lf -cannot stand, therefore if ye are ne- ngamat another ye must

- fall) We must search dilligently the sad itli ‘Contained in the Bible

- "and Book of Mormon, and be careful to ;_,‘ to the light revesled

in them, lest it happen unto usas it did ho we read despised

- that-which they had recdived, and songht for mystetiess hat they. could .not

- understand, and in consequence heir oy tand becameé’ o fallem

people, but if we lmprovm all tha@ e not weury m well

- doing, we will receive all ;hat is rnead

~%Fear nét, little flack, for- it is your l;gtm

' *hngdom.” «

~ - Barth’s richest treasures there combine,
7 Earil’s fairest flowers. are there, :
And saints from every shore and-clilne;:
ShaH haste togelher there, - -

: Thgre shall o%yressmns iron rod—
: Fall broken %he ground, :

- .There shall a Nation-worship God.
And spread Hig word m‘mmd

'l‘lle DoWnta‘ll and Destrumo{% of the Paople of
Bethsnla.

~+-1In thoee hmes—thatihe krn

;~‘

) Eﬁm{ eits and desolations that are laid up in ‘store fur al he ne-
tionis that forget God, and that are not mindful to executesjustice,
 and for all-those niations that rob“the weak and oppress those-that
.. -cannot-defend themselves, for.cause then' enemles shaﬂ be many
“and their foes very strong.

2. In the seventieth year of their nation shall thexr fall begm.? -

T KU L A>Www.LatterDray\Tmthhorg,. s




=

%‘i
&

~ same time shall thére be c@,ntennons amongst the peoPle of, Beth-

v they be_gc

¥, darkness_ sha

) | gM?J =

: that ear shall the law of the nation be btoken, ah& th‘py ahakl L
make war upon theit-énemies, 15 the

sula. They shall fight with each’ other, they shall b‘iim with fire

and slay ‘with the sWord aﬁd many pleasant places. q?halfbe ‘made.
desolate. .

he, u;rfﬁ’ year after the commencemeﬁt of these _
all establish' the km dom of 1 ri ﬁted ess.

t _ﬁg enemies shall’ prevail agamst them, thes' divis-
ions amongst them ‘ali begreat; and. their contentions very ter- -

rible—stormg; shall*Hadtcoy- \r-.ships; and fire consum?hexr .
eities. TR : ) .

\ Shall extend “their don mxnlons;“”yetthlf all:
_preserve thef;%for . because of thair Amany mlqumesét;‘_
struction cométh.. They have-oppressed the wesk, and Tobbed .
those that wer8"less powerful than they. ~All their wisdomy gba]l '
become fooljshness, ‘and their strength shall be of no avail.

4. And, they at length shall be ‘divided into two nations: ¢ en

~will they: ﬁg’sh against each other; many thousands’shall be slain,
;%‘!?mny cities-shall be burned With ﬁ*re, the ldnd- éﬁ%ﬁl be made desor:
Fa

31 A3

te, and- many shal] die’ for want of bread. Tn’{hat day shall--
dy and_receive the reward ﬁ)r all that they
ave dofi®; their enemies from afar shall come upon and oppress
them, -and they shall not- have. powaer to stand , before them ~for,
‘this is the Judgmegt that is decreed upon thei

5. And all tité Saints that will not obey the wox;d Sf the Lord
and ﬂqg%to the land.of sarfeiv, shall receive. also with the-wicked
the réward of their wickdliness: they: shallfiot be.8pared, ngxther

shall th," 6_protecied,.for.they will-not’ obgy the:commandmignts

Yoin. God: ~sherefore. he.will be against them;.dn- ~

¥ st mblé,étﬁby shall fall thhom any B

help them. i

6. Andall m&nh ¥ gvﬁs shall befﬁllkehepeﬁple of Bethsula*
they shall 56 given untd the tiands of their enémmies, they shall -
destroy each other, andttheir enemies shall have full power over
them, and men shall stand up amongst them .who shall iave -
power over the pedple, and ‘do’ according o their ¢wn will, and -
shall destx oy many thousands. They shall . make..the ‘most- fer-

hepopxﬂoanues a desola!ion

of thejr oppressions and their mJustlce shal] t‘hey"thﬁ bé -punished; -
for théy have despised the word of the Lord, and’ get at naught '
his.counsels: when they were warned they would not give, hee®

and wheh they were comrhanded they would not ebey: therefore -

in the days of their pnospemy shall their destfuction come upon

1 ) ST 7_" X)E
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them, lmthe mxdst of “their reJoxcmg shall they Iament, and in the
= ~shall “they .be visited— with_ defeat; in the midst
“of" theu‘ hberty shall a tyrant rule over them, and to escape from
all ’.glies’i evxls mariy shall -repent and .flee to the land of safety, - -
190 6ive their mheuiance with. the righteous nation, unts -
whom wisdors shall be given,.that they shal never be overcome
‘destroyed, for by the power of Godishall they, be protected :
) 0 power under the whole heaveny’ -prevail agaipst.
‘,:'tﬁgm, but an. everlaatmg kmgdom shall | be:* gVi ,pn 80, Amen.  _

EAmﬁes shall ‘rush and populous eities bum,‘—
=~ - Destroythe earth and chariots overturn,
RS JFor blood shall flow, like mighty. rivers runj™,, .

* - - And all shall ﬁght that dwell beneath the sun. -

m‘ F S Qf -
- . o WFor.all shall fight that do not seek the shade, P
7., aseses . -Foerall that stay, through seas. ef blood must wade.

For. men shali fight and towns shall be destroyed, -
And strongest nations they shall be annoyed. -

Ew’bellowmg earthquakas goon shall rend the gro;
And-wars shall spread .jts loudest terrors roundf&efx.
I Sban ﬁercm']l'empmfus inithe east appear, S
Lk 0 PHe nationg tremble ‘hnd the et(ies fear. s

G ﬂ?‘nfrst to. ihe North- tums his reslstless army. -
7 & nd thousauds fall befere she'dread ahirm, o
,The trumpets-sound, thevrattingichariots fly, . cghits

: Temitht ands shouting drowned the fesbler cry o

His praiie ‘glfitter througb the dlstant plain—
Séﬂfbe[}"’are nambergd,many- ‘of them'a

“The, oliarioth rattlp, and'the: tbngdem;oar -
Along the coast, and toule the g‘l@mhenng‘_ , .

- Fiercely he ryshes ;hﬂmghjthe V‘;ﬁlﬁg -

: . And fierce. destruction-eweaps dlong lhe Rh;nc.

ST tl"iamely he fushes, none Hhis” p5
o y $ut “Gaul receives his un‘resxste

ﬁ‘eg tjmusands follow, yea, Je,n thougapda more,
" "His famb ressunds through ali the easforn shore,
7Tl_l1 treiible when | they see his tlsiné po
'o:higy-the-nations:aresa.fodi :

E *\Who can resist his xll ﬂes:stless hand,
..+ e spreadls his terrors through the smiling Tand; -

- The trampets sound, the rattling chariots fly, . .

9 . And dust arising fills the summer sky. -~

zFor be shall rise, énd in his might shall reige, .
_His._power increasing o'er & wide domain, ‘

B
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e (urne-his fear, o8 thought,
- Whigh.ne'er for,peace or safaty yet has sought, .

1 .He emites the isles, they" ‘bend: before his rod,
The nations fear, and lremblmg wait his nod:

- Towards Bethsula then he turns his band, = -
And seeks the ‘fairest and the happiest land.

Fear now, ye nations’tremble, be dismayed,
For allryeur power and glory soon shall fade,
, , - Forfierce . Tempenius, with his glittering hosts,
RIS Have spreag »ihemselvesé&along your~ lengthened conets.

5 - Bl o R JM(!.&C Bnmn:»

.;'

'l‘ho Songs ibi‘ Enoch—-The 51gns of the Last ng,ys

° men from the earth lhe word of “God shall speak, S
Though good,xyet feeble, and though just, .yet weak -
A few believe, a few his praises sing, -
7 ¥et many-fight aginst the truth it brings. R

Thonsnndsvto it ghall tarn, and it beheve,
"And for their faith they shall much reeeive,

. ~ 'iBut Satan-ghall his wicked force employ, - - » .
e “Their” peate aud happiness:for ito destroy. 7
Bnt,;ghey that strive agamst the Work of God

SHall feel the might of his avenging rod, : g o
- .:For he will-sweep them from the face of earth, S
By sword and-pestilence, earthquakes and dearth.

s¥irst in the sky shall brilliantilights -appear, ..
Though none.on ear:h the glitiering s'gns shall feat, . .
Thén rapid whirlwinds lay-its:th ueang low, .
And nsmg srivers next their banks o’erﬂow. =

S . And.edrthay ;kes ‘shake the lgnd m distant dhmel' I e
S Fot- God &mite the people for their crimes; B ey
" . 'The sea shall break beyoad its ancient'bnunds, . Lo -
VoL Anddlmnderd’ ﬁll the air wrth hldebul sounds ST S

-Sigue in the sur gnd the:moon app“éar, : e
-‘Signs that shull make the nations weep and fear; =~ 7
.. iBut:lastef all the Nurthiern sign appears, - R S
— With more bright.glory,and the nations fear. R 1

iFor he thall wax 50 strong-that none can. stand, ’
And he ai:all epread great.lerror through the load;
For he shall make thl‘%k}' and enrth to shake
;&nﬂ 2

Tﬁ shalf the saints-inio- the deeertﬂee,
‘That they from warand earthquakes may be. free,

"Theref re beready and go forth agamn, -

“To- dwelLupon the- shore of western inain. '

‘[Atise-ye that desite eafety and peace, and that desire to gerve God,vanﬁ
‘prepare (o depart to a land of safety, whicn lieth beyond {he" eVexlastmg thifl
«of the west, in the ceunu-y of California.]
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- The Word of the Lord-to his People. : \

'CHAPTER XIX.

Tlu Word qf the Lord to Enoch conaernmg the Saints in t/rc.
' Zast days .

" are aﬂhcted and (jxstresse , andﬂvstmyed;ﬁm:ebcyt, “énd. thesaihmgs-;

-will-increase, ‘a8~ the wickedgess of men. increase, and their evil
desirés and ungodly worka prevau] over the thmg&th&t&&good,,,,,,,,,_,
and nghteous -

' the things. that gre iherem, even all
that thou seest where Satan has not marred.
lency of my works. - All these I ‘miade that: man might enjoy
length of days, and continual peace and happiness in this world,
and life everlastmg in the world to’ come, if they would obey my
“Words, and not trans I:es&the_L,ws that I gave unto them for'their
~ own good. But Satan tempted hirn, -and.he chose to_ohey-Satan,
- who sought destriction, Tather than to ‘keep my .commandments.
“For this cause came all those -evils: that fill the earth, and have
wasted the riches and abunddnce thereof; yet the wickedness-of -
the people will continue . to increase, until all the fﬁlmgressors of -
.. my law are destroyed by the waters of the great deep,” which
“whall sweep away all mine enemies. "Bt the end of sin shall not
- .. be theny for afler this they will go-on in transgvessxon untll they
. become worse than those whom you now ses.
Many nations shall arise by whom'my people shall be despxsed

.and persecuted, until all men have forsaken the right way except .
i

L)

= & few, who shall be’ found amongst those th
- out by their enemies. . ., . o
= Then shall my gospel be estabhshed Epen the eartb by the Sa-
- vior of all that come_ unto him -truly repenting of all their sins
_ and transgressions, These shall be .baptized "of water, and then
shall they. receive my-Spirit, which shall be poured out upon ¢ all
those that will repent.and: obey my' commandments; :
Thls gOSpeI shall be proclaimed to all the kmdreds and nations
e-enrth.. . Many shall receive and obey my words, and shall

i }cte'd and cast -

Then shall Satan stir ip all “his servants to fig inst my .
people who are scattered abngad amongst the -natiops that héve
- rejected the testimony of th§se who proclaimed u!ﬁ?) them the
words of truth. Then shall they make war upon the saints and
prevail against them, even until few. shall be found that obey. the

law of nghteousness and execute. jUallce and pracnce holiness
— baforems. . T e
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- mxll I cause amrpm

Bethsula, and my gospel shall agmn "be proclaimed: to the lﬂh&blt-
ant of the earth.

But by those who seek to rule over the ‘people, shall my work ,

be set aside, and the imagination of their own hearts. shall be

taught as my words, until nearly all of- m) peeple have turned
aside from the right way.

‘Then' will I again commence ‘my work anew’ amongst th,e_pno-; .

ple:that were gathered in my name. It shall be comménced and

~ established upon the same foundation, for my work is the same

“at all times and “among -all-people. I change not ,Deitheris-my-

law or my commandments, except it be by the unbelief and wxek
- edness pof the ehildren of men. = - - 1

- My gospel remaineth the same, and in the last days when iho

t:me has come for righteousness to prevail, and for the Saints 10, .
possess the Kingdom, then shall the gospel again be’ preachied 1o -

- prepare the.way ‘for the establishment of that Kingdom of right-
eousness, the order and glory of which thou hast already seén.— -

From that time the Saints shall continue to increase, and the king-
doms of this world, with all the powers and glories thereof, shn“
+ fade and vamsh away- and be found no more forever ' :

CI—TAFTER XX :
The word qf the Lord concerning his People

gz

| Then shall all things be restored unto my peeple that ha@een :

- withheld from- ?\em, because of the unbelief and transgressions
of those who were called by my name. Therefore give. epd
diligently ‘unto:those things that are giving for the instruétion of .-

all my Saints, ¢ven all those whe desire to walk upughtly ‘and'to - -

fulfil all the law of righteousness, for my gospel is not changed, -

neither can it be changed by any power orauthority; I have g;ven .

unto my Saints alkinstruction, and under standing, conqggn}pg ‘the
true and the right way, that they need not err, neither will th&ya if
they desire righteousness, and seek not to pervert the tryth.::

And they who desire to pervert the truth, shall receive: darkness

and be covered therethh they shall mot walk. in the light be-

eause they .desire it not: - "Wo bo unto all these, for th&tm*meh\ g

.of the punish

ment which. they.shall. receives
St iwho with all thoir hoatts.

plnmness and fullness thereof, will I reveal those thmgs lha’faare

hid from =all that love unnghteousne%r—thelefble in those! days .

in which the powers of darkness bear rule-over the earth in all-
-~ unrighteousness, when those who desire to he myv people. and to-
live under mylaws are without a Shepherd, then; will [ cause them
10 be comforted even by my woxd and the faithful anfupﬂght
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£y



who fear notithese-that rise up against them, but put ihe:r trust in
<Him who ruleth in Heaven.and earth, and hath power to confound
and bring to naught all that rise up in wickedness.

These, though they be few in number, shall establish anew the
strue church, which ‘shall be called by the'name of the Sav:or and
redeemer of all the Saints.

They shall not fall into darkness,.but shall 80, forth and pro-
" -claim the gospel :and prepare the way for the Saints in that land-

_:where thers, enemies cannot prevajl agninst them; therefore be not
.. -turned aside from the right way,for [-have-deoreed that in tha Iast

dqys, ye- who desire 1o behold and enjoy the peace and righteous-

. _.nessof my kxngdqm,jhgll have power to establish it in the-earth,
' md Ewill be your lawgiver, your shielda nd yoursalvation. Amen.
#Tekeheed, therefore, ye that. will not obey ‘the words of ths
Most High, for he will not suffer you fo reject the-truth, dispise-

- his counsels, ‘and dlsobey his holy laws, and escape’ ‘the just-pun-
iishment that he has in store for-all transgressors; be not forgetful

- . +of these" things that were written for your instruction, for if ye
remember net hxs words to do them, - ye -cannet - enter it his

: ~xe5t

aihto vamty, for'ﬁ\ose that obey not his just Iaw, shall recewe evﬂ
-and no good shalhhey “obtain.

But they that receive the truth, and destre to walk therein, shall
recewe light and wisdom and~ under:tandmggmd shall be guided -

2,

g' the power. of the Most High :in peace and’ rlgﬁtaousness, and
~ishall ‘obtain an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom whose glory -

~ 'fddeth not away, and whose ppwer and domuuon endufeth forever
- - amf -ever, Amen. o e

- CHAPTER XXI. B

R

ol 'Bherefore, dll 'ye-inhabitants of the earth ‘when yesee the kmg«
. idpmvof ‘righteousness set up in the land of Bethsula, then-shall ye *
know_that the time has -come for the Saints to possess.the earth,
.and'that the time has come, when all the powersthat bear rule
~oveg the earth; and the inhabitants -thereof, shall begin to' fall;
5 rapwhon:: e-hear-the.gospel .of -everlasting truth euchéd
- unte-you,- repent-and flee- unto- where the wicke
. .not ‘have power -to oppress, for the laws of: that land ‘shall be ju just
-and.in nghteouqness shall the rulers exswate the law, and those -
«that-are unjust and unfaithful shall not there have power; there-
fore all ye who desire Tightrousness and equity, gather yourselves
together, and assemble .upon that land, even in that manner, and
-according to that order, that has been -given; for, unless ye faith-"
A _haﬁrye :#ll_these commandments, ye cannot prosper, fo: in -
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m shall receive the reward of the fanhful and
“they that receive ot the reward’ of the faithful, must receive the
. recompense, even the punishment that the enemies of righteousness:
and-truth have in store for them; seek ye therefore that ye may -
understand, and-strive diligently that"ye may perform the will:

. of the Most High which is written, that all may uaderstand, and

~ he hath not commanded you save it be for your own good neither -

© doth he desire to'bring evil upon the childrén of men, butwould: -
that in all things they would obey his just law, and be saved fromi: -

. the evils that afflict the nations of the wicked, and in the last day,
all -that -desire -and-seek. after the truth shall have the gospe
preaehed unto them, and they shall receive it in its purity,-andiin:. -
holiness shall they live, and in righteousness shall-they- b&bml&»4~*
up. Prepare ye, therefore, all ye that ‘desire to'serve the Liond: -
your God, that ye" may do this- work, and fulfil all that is-re# -
quired of you, for the sl6thful and-those that’ are not diligent, are.
no better than those-that rise upand oppose the righteous. And theirs .
reward shall be the same, thdt those that fight against the: work-—
of ‘Gud shall receive, therefore ye who commence to do-this: work, :
be not dlsmayed because of the power of those who - rise up agamst
- you, but remain steadfast,. faithful and: unmoveable in the right
way, for all that you undertake in-righteousness shall be ageoms ir -
plished, and no power shall be able to prevail against youjiméis=- -
ther shall they be able.to prevent the work, though they-strive -
with all their might to accomplish the: will of Satan whom' theyi s

serve. But ye who are the servants of the true and hvmg Géd‘
shall in righteousness prosper forever.

The words of the Most Hightv-all his Samts

Hear ye the: words of truth and righteousness which I have
spoken, for [ do-not speak anything that is in vain, neither shall "
anythmg that 1. have spoken fail or be brought to naught, but a
shall be accomplished, -that I undertake, and all shall-be fglﬁ}lﬂd
that I have spoken. :

““For this cause have ['shown thee all these thmgs that T have de- o

- termined to do in the earth;and thou shalt-write them for the’ fne =
struction of my people,. for when they have seen those things take™. .
_place which I have shown unto you even the overthrow and ﬂis-

mght then: even then shali they desue to-receive w1sdom ‘and to -~

‘be instructed fn the right way, therefore shall these-things-that are .

now shown unto thee be brought forth,-that they may see and up;. -

derstand that-which they should do. ;
And these are the words that ‘shall be gwep ump, them,., Q_‘nvo :

& osi‘ unlo my words, for' they are unto a@l,}};gt gre calledkymg

‘»«*—«‘
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my people, these are the things that ye shall do, and these are the
~commandments that ye shall ebserve, and these are the same that
my people who are Saints in very deed amongst all nations, and
- at all times have required of them, and.if they do it not they are
not worthy to. receive the blessings that are promise i unto the
fauhful ye know my. g0spel and all that is contained therein, for

nane, if ye desire the truth in its purity, if ye truly desire to be

Ireveal my wordand my will in plgxlnness, that-the pure in heart -

ood s “of .me, but.all that téacheth to do-evil, if it be
1 to break the least of my commandments, is of eatan, ‘and bee .-
ware Ieast ye receive any “of those things, thnt teach men to do
evil, for nothing that is evil shall be pratme&mﬁeﬂgspmﬁmts.
The power of Satan worketh to divide and to destroy, but my pow-

_ er worketh to unite and to build up, in- everlastmg righteousness. .
_Therefore if ye desire to do this work, ye must be at peace

—— amongstygmselves, and -inasmuch as possible with all men; ye
must lay aside and cease from.all cohtentions, all -strife, and all

" division: for my. work is not to divide, or destroy, or tear in pie-
ceés; sbut itis to . gather together all the honest and faithful in

. may.not err, and 1 teach all mento do good, and whatsoever teach- -

- peace. It is'not to cause confusion, but to bring about & peacea- ,

ble separatlon of the rlghteous from the wicked, and all that de-
sire strife. and contention, who have not my love in their hearts,
That there may be order in all my works, have.I caused men
to he appointed and set apart to preach the gospel, and to ad-
= minigter’'the‘erdinances that are among the people, and I change
“them not, for my works are not changed that 1 hamommenwd
for the salvation of my people. . I have_set. in’ my.charch apos-
‘tles, priests and teachers; and no one- shall be oxdamed o, or hold
any of these offices, except it be by the consent of the church.
'And when y& meet together, ve..shall choose one fo pres:dﬁ

over the church, and he shall. be one who is falthful and not o

easily’tnrned aside from the right way.

If 'ye do these things, then ye shall prosper, but if ye. do
them not, ye know what is -written concerning ethe disobedient, ..
%he unfalthful, and the slothful ‘Therefore be wise unto-salva-.

whxch yB “cannot ur%derstand fully, let it renﬁam in snlence for

it is notacédrdmg to my will that there should be division and

contentions among you, concerning those things which are not

fully understood, butmﬁﬁy—wﬁl that ye should all cease from
.contentiop, and strive in all righteousness to unite and gather my -

people that are scattered abroad in the land. Be faithful and do

T nHm*&@ommanded, and 1 wxﬂ be thh you even unto the end

WWW,LatterDayTruth .org

B . B T [N
i - -




[ 1

~Prophecy of Esdras. -

-~

The writings of Esdras, a part of Whlch have been pubhsbed
eontain many important prophecies concerning the days in which
we live, foreielling the judgments that shall befall the inhabitants
of the. earth; also foretelling the overthrow of thexEhurch at:

Nauvoo, on account of their wickedness.

The word uf the- Lordf;fz

to Jeremiah was “When the words of the prophet come:to ‘pass;

then it shall be knownethat | the Liord have seft him.”

Now, it -

is evident that the werds of the prophet, Esdras, have ‘been,: and

are-still_ f—’ulﬁllmg.r—; “To illustrate -this more- fully, | present-t

following comparison between the prophecy of Esdras, (contained.

in a small pamphlet published in this city, July, 1845,) and the
history of the events that have since transpired, as given by Brigs .-
ham Young, in his. eplstle written at Winter Quarters, December i

23d, 1847:

Esdras’ Prophecy.

Thay shall not be spared, but shall be-
driven out of the Inud of their inheritagioe,
And the mighty man thall turn back
from the batue, and their-swords:shafl be
of no avall, and their énemies shall encom-
pass them round ahbout, and shall ‘enter in,
and shail utterly waste and destroy;..they.
shall sfay with the” sword and burn with
‘fire, until they make the city a desolation
and a hurymg place fur the inhabitants that
are therein.
They shall build houses, but shall not
- inhabit them; they shall al} be smitten, but
. |hall not ail p:rish.
*, Upon every hill snd in every velley
‘shall-they mourn: into whatever land they
‘Ifmere shall they hg.afflicted. .
“They-shall in n e escape, for they-
are ransglessors, { fe rebellious, proud "
_and, hgughty. ﬂlerefcgé;:-thay shall fall. -
Wo (o, -the 1d1é City, (Nauvoo,) and to
the lhhabitanta thereof, for they are a rebel-
Hous people, Jn whom. the Lord'Geod hath
po delight, because "of thelr ‘WwicKednes«:
they shall-not rest, neither shall they have
peace; becausi.ef-their. numerous trans<
ressions, they- are-driven—and smitten by
their enemies; such is the lot of those who
have the light of the gospel and yet draw
the sword egainst their enemies.

all.

i

9

JdpiNew Orleans, from the Adaitic 16 thi

Young’s Epistle. .

Knowingthe_designs of . nuLanmnieim’
left Nauvpo,.in Feb.. 1816.

-1a-8éptember, 1846, an infuriatgd mn‘b
¢lad in il the horrors-of WaF, Tﬂ’nﬁm
saints, wHo had still femained in Nauvas,
for ‘want: of neans to_ refiove, mutderer
gome, and drove the remainder nerose: the;
Miasissippl. - They were comjelled to fles
from the fire, the sword, the musket, and
the cannon’s momh, as trom the demo}},

death,’

Many of their houses were burned byth
mab, and they werg compelled to leave moqg
of those that remnained without sale. From'
that time to this, thg Liatter Day Saints have:;
been roaming without hemie from Canp

Pacifie. And thousands have sluce_bé
wandering to "and fro, destitute, aﬁléte
and ‘disirgssed for the necassaries: of- Jite
or, Wnahlé' to endure, have su)tenedr aml
died by hundreds. B
. About thirty arrived hsr& from Shc;&tft

‘Liake, on the 18th, ponnileas and’ degm; )

having suffered ek £rom cold add hak #
 ger, subsisting on their worn out mul;as ang
| horses; and the Saihts In thi§ vicinliy have
had to depend on thédir labor for suste-
nance, which, on-account of the absence of
those in the government service, the sick-
ness that has- prevailed in camp, and the
destruction of the taitle by the Indians,

“The readsr will see from mismﬁaﬁmt’e’ly":hé’;sro;}heay?f
Esdras, concerning Nauvoo, has been fulfillad.

consists mostly of corn, and 8 fow gardem
wegelallas:

Bat this is not .

He also foretells great destruction among the inhabitants of
the earth, to be caused by storms, floods, earthquakes and*famine;
also the destruction of many thmgs that are for the good of men. .
These predictions may be found in a pamphlet published in 1843, .
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entitled “The Words of nghteousness to all Men " Letthe
reader compare these prophecies with- the destructions that have
befallen the world for the last five years, and if you are not-con-
vinced of the truth of them, your unbelief willi not result from
Inck of testimpny. For certainly the- judgments that- have—
been visited uplon the world for the lust five'years, far exceed in
amount and severity all- that were ever experienced in twice'that —
length of  time before. And- these evils are constantly and

" rapidly increasi fg Not-a single testinmiony can be produced to -
~-show: that any of these prophecles are false, or have failed: On-

_ the contrary, hundreds of testimonies can Wfﬁu‘g‘ﬁﬁ‘“rwmﬂ‘m*
_prove-that they are'true. That many of them have been ful:
ﬂiled, no one can deny. What reason have we then to-doubt—
the truth of the-remainder.. All~these things were written for-

~ eur good: as Esdras himself says, they were written “that in the ‘

. Jast days those who would live might live.”

These writings foretell the evils- that “the inhabitants of the
" earth.shall suffar in these days because of their wickedhess; ande- -
make known the place where, and the time when, the kmidom ’
spoken of by Daniel shall' be-established, the place that shall'be- -
truly 4 city of refuge for the Most ngh God, where they shall’
enjoy the rest of which “so many of the ancients  prophecied. ~
The., .country designated for the commencement of this. great
work, is Eastern California, or thie valley of the Colorado and:
Glla iver, where the Saints are to gather from all the"countries
of thie" , ond establish and build up the Kingdom of Right. . .
eousness, which shall never be left to other people, but shall .
stand: forever. For this- purpose, that i is, the establlshment ofithis -
kingdom, these- things were first written, and for

they are brought forth and published to the world. “These books
contain “gll that it is necessary for us to know concerning this .
gren‘tmrk The place, the tlme, the law, is all-made known, -
and. all:that remains for us to do, is to go forward and build up
the- kmgdom acoordmg to the order that God hath given..

hd
-
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TH]] OLIVE BRAN GH -

@ TR, o

Hemhhf Peace and- Truth 10 all Samts%; 7,;4

~YOL.1. KIRC[ZLAND 0., NQVEﬁBEB;,,,lsfl& NO-A.

[ el

Sl’eﬁlﬂl Meqqage o the Salnts. I

For Zion's sake T will nof hold my peace,-and- for .Iel usglem’i
sake I will not rest, till the righteousness thereof,. go fofth-as'
brightness, and-the salvatlon thereof, as a lamp_that bumeth; and
" the genules shall see thy light, andﬂl kings thy glory. Isa. 0' -

O thou Eternal, Chanceles&Source of Llo‘htﬂﬂd Life, o
To all Intelhgents unparted : P
Light up in me the Lamp of Light Divine, - : P~
~ Thy feeble worm inspire ; D
Midst flatteries and frowns of friends or foes,
To plead thy cause and magnify th.y.law, . _
And show thy saifits the way of peacs, T
- And tell the world their woes. ; ]

[Taving now- 1ssued four numbels of the Olive Bran(.h, iry
which we have éndeavoret to embody all the important doctrinesg:
~that pertain_to the salvation'of the saints in _the last days; in
order te make those: principles’ pexﬁ,ct]y plain to the undéxstandn o
ing of all .and obviate thie necessity of any further tebummly on

~ ~the subject &gr the duty and-work of the saints, to wemselves
{rom this untond generation, and e;cape the deaolatlng scourges‘
or the@gm fagues that the Almlghty w1ll puur toxth om
the vials of bis wrath«——(wf}pn e shalt leat i L
: lhe slain of the Lord 'shall berman‘

ﬁgm o*nerend m‘iden

all these thmrra shall be fulﬁlled)——we havo thought it meet to glv
A synopsis of the Doctrine of salvation for the saints as spoken
by the mouths of angient and modern propbet being assured of
this first, that no-prophecy of the scriptures’is of any private In-
terpretation ; but holy men of old spake as fhey were moved fo
- o by the Holy Ghost, cnnsequnnﬂy their pmphecy is noj (Io uhb

‘ 'Wﬁﬁla‘tfefﬁﬁbe"rﬁfH org T
» N



[66]:

man of God) mysterious or amblguous, but so plain that sucli a

i

man is furnished by the scnp\ures with o knowledge of all good

_works. Now if in this generation thrones are to be cast down,

and the ancient of days is to sit, and judgement be given infavor

——of-the saints, and’ they ‘are:to take tho kingdom, and if beforethis

]

ok

gxeatevem ‘there are to be signs in the sun, and in the maon, and
in; the stars, and upon the earth gbfle;s of matioas with per-
plexity, thesea and the waves roaring, man’s hearts failing them
for feat, and for looking forthosc things that are coming upon the
carth, #84 if the-saints may be accounted worthy to ‘escape all
“these things, and to stand before the son of man;-itis of the first
importance that the saints understand the principles™ ot~ rules- by
which they ‘may attain” this salvation. Now the principal or
ruling power of theearth . having. pas;ej Arom the liead of tho
Image (Nebuchednezzar) down to ils divided state, -as 1eprosem -
ed by its ('eet agd toes, ten cxowned hogns or kings, Daniel, the in.

*Uftiiﬁsserhng‘r shaﬁﬂhﬁ (:T‘Od of

- Itmadom shall not. bgle& to other pe@ple 3 but it sball break in

rieces and consume all these lungdoms, and it shall stand forever.

“Mark : the kingdom was to be set up in the _days of: these kings,

not after their’ rewn ; it was to-break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms ; cadgnquomly must be szt.up bafore the thrones
are cast down. Aguain, the stone (Lmrrdom) was ¢ut out from the
mountain, and therefure could not at its first existence be as large

- as the mountain{from which it was taken ; bat it becomes a great

inountain and filled the whole earth, consequently,* from its_com-
mencemeiit, it continued to incrfease till it triumpked over all oth-
et kingdoms, or, as the prophet savs, Tll the kingdom and do-
‘minion under the -whole heavens shall be given to the saints (or

~ siibjects of this kingdomr) and all dominions shall serve the king

st “’ﬁﬁtﬁ@?ﬁr over the Anatm%oﬂ‘eb&krshmrg OT]E“_EFFIH' off,
of -war

(the.Lord of Hosts). “Here, we remark, that many do greatly err
in the- appheauon of the word kingdom, in referenee’1a. it, as the
po:sessmn of the saints. Itis xepreaented as being in the saints,
the saints are xepxesented as entering into it awam, itis rep’re-

- sehted as being set up on the earth htenully, in the possession of

territory, laws for goveriiment, officers of justice, exercising such

usip hwéﬂ

fellow-man An easy and scnptulal explanation _ of the word
ngdom, ‘When applied to the saints, will preserve us from error
in futare, ip its application. Ist, then, the kingdom of God with-
in you.. Romans, 14th, 17th ¢ Fm the l\m"dom of Gud is not

eliaﬁfﬁf thelr

meat and drink, but Righteousness, Peace, and Joy, in the oly -

~Ghost. . Here’ the apostle describes the principles of Rightcous.
ness in ths sa'm, and its fxmts, whi ch are peace ani Joy in the
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Holy Ghost, as the kingdom.ef God. Col lqt 13Lh Who hatj-
er of darkness and,ttauslated us into the
kingdom of hls dear Son. In this exprossion the apost. awould .
show the relative change of character that himself and-his-Col-
lossian brethren had enjoyed, from the kingdom or power of Satan,
to that of the kingdom of God’s dear Son, by “the power of the
Gospel, through the law of adoption, in obeying the form of doc-
trine that had been taught them. Here, we may add, that all that
will have an abundaut eatrance administered unto thmto the
everlasting kingdom of (iod, are such as shall have posseshed ar and :
obeyed the principles of the kingdom in the two particulals | just
mientioned. We now come to the subject of “doctrine that per- - =
tains to the everlasting kingdom of Gud, as spoken-by the prophet _
Daniel, yea, and all the Holy prophets, that should bd
caltlrm ‘the-Jast days: - Our-doctrine, then, L—-IS
be set up at a time when moral darkuess ‘pervades the !
a time when the spirit of deep sleep is poured ‘out. upon ‘the p
ple, on the prophets and rulers dlSO, and the. Qeers%lse are-covs
cred. This marvelous work is to commence at d'time when the
- people are to serve the Lord with lip service only, and their fear T
toward the Lord is taught by the precepts of men ; seé Isaiah 20th
chapter; see also 60th chupter : 1tds10 be established ty become =~
a light to the Gentiles at a time when darkness covers the earth ;
and gross darkness the people; for thussaith the prophet-— arise and -
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee, for behold thedar Ktiess shall cover the earth, and gross-
darkness the people ; but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his
glory shall be"seen upon thee. And Gentiles shall come to~thy
light, and kings to the’ bughtness ofthy rising. . 2d. -1t shall te
establishod;and its chiel ¢ity or capital shall become glorious,
““in the days of these Kings,” before the throges are -castdown,
-or the Gentiles destroyed ; and while kingdoms and domnuom, '
remaim, éven such ds muv refuse to submit to the kingdom or-
government of. the everlasting kingdom of God, let us prophecy,’
_or rather read the prophecies of anciont prophets, that. all profess-
ing Ghristians believe, for our hearts reynce in Lhe promises made
to the fathers concerning the “restitution of the last days.”
Gentiles shall come 'to the light (of Zion), and kings to the
bnﬂ)mcss fﬁLheﬁng Isa- 68 3. Surely the isles shall wait _

. f Tarshish ‘th -sons from far

"ihwGod, and to the’ Holy One of lsrael, because he hath glon[md
thee, and the sons of strangers shall build up thy walls, and
kings shall minister unto thee ; for i in my wrath [.smote thee, but

in my favor [ have had mercy on thes; therefore thy gatesshall
-be open continually—they shall not be shut day nor night, that
men may Lring unto thec the forces of the Gcnllles, and that tM:r
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ing , ' s—for- ion and kingdom that will nos

serve thee sh'ﬂl pcush yen, that nation shall be utterly wasted.—
'Thv_glm of Lebanon shallcome unto thee—the fir tree, the pme

tree un«fr the box tree together, to beautify the place of my

- sanctuary ; and [ will o make the place of my feet glorious:—, “The
"~ .sons also of them that affiicted thee shall come bending untd  thee,
~ _ and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down at the
soles of thy feet,” and they shall-call thee the City of the Lord,

the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. Versew

o gennléi shall see thy light, and all kings thy glory. 62: 2.
_Thus saith the Lord God, Behold } will lift up my hand to the
gentiles, and set up my “standard to the people; and they shall

~ "bring thy sons in Their arms, and thy daaghters shall be carried:
\upomheifsheulde+s,md kings shall be thy- nursing fathers, and

“their queens thy nursing mothers; they shall bow down (o thiee,

’ Avmh “their face towards the earth, and lick up the dust of thy
féet, and thou shalt know that T am the Lord, for they shalt-not
——be nshamed that wait for me. Shall the prey be taken from the .
“mighty, or the lawf'ul captive-delivered? But thus saith the

. Lord, Ev«;n the captives. of the mighty shall be taken away, and

the prey of the terrible shall be delivered, for T will contend with

him that-contendeth with thee, and [ will save thy children, and I
will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh, and they
shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet wine, and
- all flesh shall know that I the Lord am thy Savior, and thy 1\0-
“deemer, the Mightv One of Jacob. Isa. 49: 22, to the end.

~ tablished while yet the kingdoms of the world continue to exist,
“we next proceed to show that this is a dispensation of gathermg
—‘g“_togpther of the saints for salvation.

. Paul shows that the purpose of God is, “thatin the dlapensu-
.tmn of the. fulness, of times he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on
‘earth, even in him.” Eph. I: 10. David says, “Out of Zion,.

the perfection of beauty, God hath shined;var God shall come,

- and shall not keep silence ; a fire shall dewm ‘before him, and it
—ghallbe very tempestuous round about him; heshall call to the heav-

, Ihung shown that Zion, or the kmgdom of God, must be es. -

iﬁs&bm’e, and tQJ.he eaxth thnt e  may” Jidgs ms peupm

ith me “bysacrifice. Ds. ! p
about and see all they gather themse]ves together, they come unto-
thee, thy sons shall cone from far, and lh] danohtexs shall be
nursed at thy side; then shalt thou:see and flow togethor, and.thy
heart shall fear and be enlarged, hecause .the abundance of the
sea shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the gantilas shall
~ comeunto thee, the multitude of c'xme]s shall cover thee, the dromes
w,,_t,,daﬂgs of Midian and [Frhah, all they from S‘leaa sh'\]l mmA,

s o ——
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they shall hring. gold and mcense, and tthey shall shew forth the
~pruise € ) : _cloud and as the
_doves to their wmdows" TIsa. 60: 4—6, 8. K o
Here we remark, that"Zion slways represents the Church or
- Kingdom of God, or its location. "Having now shown, by the -
~ testimony of the prophets, that Zion, or the Church of Gbd;-will - -
- be a peopld gathered together in the last days, we will adduce the
testimony of the Son of God. See the parable of the grain of
_“mustard seed, the parable of the net cast mte%hesea, the pdrable
of the supper, zlmibie—o{Lth&maxlluge o. the king’s son, the
parable of the tares of the-field, and the parable of the ten vir<
gins{in all of which-"he refers- 10.the "state of “the Church, or-
Kingdom of. Heaven, at his coming), and if it does not-prove..
that the Church, as a body, will be gathered togeLhel ‘ther words
have lest their- meaning, ard theﬁavxox ’s own’ mterEretanon of
his parables invalid. -
We npext inquire whether this place, or Ioczmon, into which
the saints shall be gath&red at the comnr@'éf‘@hrrsﬁm%e—te-f -
them & place of salvation and an everlasting inhetitance. -And—
" here again we call on the-holy prophets first for their testimonyy:
Hear them : “And it-shall come-to pass that whosoevef shall:call _
on the name of the Lord-shall be delivered, for in- Mount Zion
~and in-Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said,"and
. inthe remnant whom the Lord shall call. Yoel 2: 32.° .
-~ Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come
© with'singing unto Zion, -and everlasting joy shall be upon thejr .
heads ; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow gnd mourt- -
m%shall flee away. Isa. 51: 11. e 7
ut it is ‘mocking the intelligence of the saints, ot v the Biblical- - -
- student, to txanscnbe the prophecies pertaining to the dehveruncgmm
of Zion. Let a few more references suffice for thepresent argu-
ment. Isa. 54:-11, to the end of the chapter, 60th ch. entne
© Nor less cvident does it appear by the parables of our Lord,
- and his mterpmtatxon of* them, that in the place they shaitbe: ,
- gathéred at-his coming, his people shall dwell in safety. 1f
then the kingdom of God is to be set up (in the days of: these
- kings); if the saints are its subjects, and if: it is to be &
Aplace of their dehverance fram ‘the evils that are c0mmg up-

_uallon, tha Jrrv of' the wbole e
- great King is to be located in the sides of the north;; ; consequemly
_1orth of the equator, or north latitude ; and that he saw it, we
have his lestimony, Ps. 132. He says, surely I will not come
doto the tabernacle of my house, nor go uvp into my bed, 1 will
mot give sleep-1o my eyes, or slumber lo my eyelids; until I find
aut a place for the™Lord, a habitation for the mighty God of Ja~

B
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“Tiol wo heard of it at Ephrata; 5
thc ‘woud. Vs. 3—8. Again, Moses says of the power of Josep,
through his two sons Manassch and Ephraim, that he shall pu%h
tue people together 1o thie ends of the earth ; and as Zion and Jo-——
rusalem are to be places of deliverance, the one for the saints, or
tiie children of God, the other for scattered Israel, thercovenant
- people of the' Lord, b) the promise made to our father Abraham,
“to himself and his seed, for an. everlasting “possession, will not
this prophscy be hterdlly fulfilled, when the law goes forth from
or out of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem, to ga--
~ ther the outcasts and dispersed of Israel and Judah'to their homAeW
and bring the saints to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon
~ their head? We have only to contemplate Jerusalem on the
~ “continent of Asia, amd %ron—beytmcrﬂhe*bounds -of the- Rocky
- - Mountains, on the.continent of America; in opposite extremities
of the earth, , and nearly the same latitude, and all the myetery of
l p 3] ed. .
But is Zion to be-a wddemess till the saints tako possessxon
of it? David says he found in the fields of the wood, exactly an-
swering to the prairies of the west.  [saiah says the wilderness
-and the solitary place shall be glad for them, and the desert shall
‘rejoice and blossom as the rose; then shall the lame leap as an
hart, and the tongues of the dumb sing, for in the wildérness shall |
waters break out, and streams in the desert; 35: 6. I will open
"rivers-in high places, and fountains in the mldquf‘ the vallies, I
will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry Tand : springs
of water; 1 will plant in the w11derness the ceddl and the’ shit-

fir treg, and the pine and the box tleé“t()ge her. 41:.18,19; Behold
1 will.do a new . thmg, now it shall spring forth, shall*ye not
know it? 1 wilt eyen make a.way in the wilderness, and-rivers in
- 'the desert, the beasts of the field shall honor me, the dmgon and
the owls, because T give water in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert, to give drink to my people; my chosen. -43:-19, 20, For
the Liord will comfort Ziom, he will comfort all her waste places,
he will make har wildérness like Eden, and her desert asthe} gar- .
MMM' -gladfess. shall. be-found themm, ,than_ksl

Welastly enquire, will the l(m dom of God be estabhbhed by the
agency of the saints? The Book of Mounams‘g?s, page 487, but
1fgthey {the Gentiles) will repent and hearken® uuto my woeds

“and harden not their henrte, [ will establish my church among

them & they shall come into the covenant,and be numbered nmonc

this, the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for
~their inheritance, and-they shall assist my peopte, ﬁﬁﬂﬁ&f‘%

- of Jacob, and also as many af the tiouseof Israel asshall coms, — -
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shall they assist my people, that they may be
gathered i in, who are scailers upon a )
unto the New Jerusalem..

that they may bulld a eity. whlch shnll be called tho New Jeru-~

- The Prophecy of Enoch, ‘translated from the. books of Esdrm,

in a pamphlet entitled'a warnmgmme Latter Day Samts, print-

sairts shall go forth to establish the Zion of peace, says, “for the
“space of ten years after this time, the:saints shall not be. consid-
ered by men, ns one of the nations of the earth; but in this time
fthey shall be preaching tho Gospel to those who have long dwelt
in darkness; and-shall change the wilderness.to a garden, and the
desert to a fruitful field.”’- That Zion in the wilderness is' to*be

made the home, the rest and the salvation of the’ people “of God,~

through the agency of the saints, is evident from the considera-
tion, That it isdo be builded and beautified - by the materials:,
gold, silver, brass, iron and precious stones, the fir tree, theypin
and box tree; also, that it wtgbaculuvated ‘where the samts ,are
eatthe fruit of them, and long enjoy the work of their own hnnds.

.Having now illustrated the doctrine of the salvation of- the
saints, in this dispensation we sée the doctrine of their alvatxon

differs from the doctrine of the.gospel of salvation in any 7 former—

dispensation. The gospel of ordinances and spiritual Tife, or. “sal-

vation in Christ, is the same-in all-ages and generations of the -
world, and without which, none can be saved in the day of }udg '

ment, but the gospel good news, or words of salvgtion, tempo-
rally, differs according to the circumgtances that surround us.
Yor instance, in.the days thgt were before the flood, the whole
‘earth- had become corrupt.save one family, and God had deter-

- mined to destroy by -deluge, or-avater, the entire population. -

But the one, the gospel of their salvaticn, was, the ‘building of an
Ark, bat in the days of Lot, Sodom-with the other four- LCities of

the Plain had only, filled up the measureof iniquity, & ‘wete doom-
ed to destruction, an cscape by fleeing from the overthrow. of .

those 0111esrﬂasihgggggl_gﬁxxs salvation; the gospel of salva-

tion to the saints in the destruction Gf“Jér’uszﬂem by the Roman
' power was, ‘ when yo see the abomination of desolation spoken of
- in. Jhe _holy plnce, then let him

BW

given in the above instances, was to aﬂ'ect the tempora' &sa vation

of deliverance, from the calamities that should come ' upon: :the
‘p,eople among whom they dwelt;. if then it was to be at the éom-

;ng of the Son of map as it waos in the days of Noah, and-Lot, then

it must be-by a literal separation of the righteous from the wucked
Now, it is evident khat lhe lustoxy of the Scripturgs;does not
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furmah us mth the know]edge of the destruglion of any nation,

by the judgment otmrgﬁt?,—wffﬁ out the offer of salvation,

and 1t{izqunl~}y‘ inconsistenf with his goodness, or Justlce, to in-
1

flict thie law of death upon his creutures, before he had given 10
thém o Thw of life,"in obediecnce to which they ‘might live. We
——beheveﬂ%—l&admltted by all who believe in-the-literal—fulfitmert——
~ of prophecy, tha: before the revelation of Jesus Christ the second
time, without sia to the salvation of his- people, that the whole
earth is to become greatly depopuluted; ~ fes Isaiah 24: “By fire -
and sword as two principal agents'of destruction.” Isaiah 66: 15,
-16. _In addition to these calamities the Savior m-entlons famme, o
pestilence, and. -earthquakes in divers places
Having, now, for the benefii of all saints’embraced in this mes- *--
- sage, all the doctrines, principles or roles of salvation that the
Scriptures present, for their goad, that they may escape all the -
-evils that shall come to pass, and stand before the Son of Man, we
: ﬁ——rsay«asdicu’am to-his brethren beforg the destruction of that peo--
ple! “Save” yourselves from this untoward generation.” -We -
have endedvored to write mtngrEﬁLplamnsss, not only to-satisfy
the many enquiring, but that we-may show to all that which is no-
ted in the Scuptunes of truth. Those that-are conversant with
~ the Serlptures will 1eadx1y discover, however, that the references
tothein in ouf quotations, is but an abridgment’ of the _testimony
of holy men, that have by the Holy Ghost writtenfor our instruc-
tion, and as we have now circulated four numbers of the paper, - -
in order that all may know of the doctrine, none will think us
illiberal if we discontinue the paper to those who-are not subseri. -
bers, not:.having the knowledge that they are esteemed of suffi-
cient interest to command- their attention. But as we are assur-
ed-that all will soon be interested in -the great events to which
they direct the reader Dby pr ophecy, for the good of those that de.
sire to understand the'things that belong or pertain to their _peace,
wb would suggest a wish that at whatever place this. message
shall- ~come, if' one alone feels unable to take it, others .may assist
and thus many may derive the benefit of its instruction, and doc-
tring; if it shall indeed, be the’harbinger of good to the people.—
In our next our views of'the special events that will bring to’ pass
- %he#ulﬁlment ~of - gerrem} prophecy that awa.xt tlmr generation,” =

- The New 'lestament commeénces a new orde" of things“from
“hat had been recogmzed in the Old 'lestamem it gives us-a
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pel dispensa’lion.: ‘The go.spel dlspensntmn has not’ yet closed; -
Or W8 -the New Testament given by 1 | Cla
:pnatlon Itisa hlstory of Christ and his fedchings, m@rven '
by those whom he chose to bo his witnesses. It also gives ds a
history of those that Christ chose and ordained tb be apostles,
&Hdmspued_mwe_gjt_oi tlie Holy Ghost:te establish his
kingdom or church.” He taught them for ilie space of three -
years pexsonally, and then met thh them several tlmes after his -

promise he fulfilled on the day of Penteeoct : ’
were endowed with power from on high, and/God showed WT\
_ that were assembled onthat-day- (whxch is supposed- to be mot-
~ less than six Thmn‘dj*thatheﬂ*eeegmzedihow so that all ~
the world could depend upon the things that they taught, for life
" and salvation; tifat is, Christ would- receive all those that fol-
lowed their teafchings; instruetions; and exampler T s
e that these men thus. inspired taught, and the ordinances thzi't’""thby
administered, and for what purpose they administered thém,
have been xecoxded and handed down for all after generationsto
follow, with a strict charge not tohave them -perverted. Down -
to the present generatipn the Lord has not.given, instituted, or_
recognized any other order or ordinances other than.those giver -
in the first generation of the gospel dispensation. Then we! -
have no other foundation but that order Lud down in the New .
lestament, to build a church’ upon.
-1 shall now proceed to examine: the teachings of those mspxred‘ .
~mens And while-we are so_deing, there is one thing to be
strictly observed; that is, to understand what chardgters” the
apostles were addlessmg, whether saints or sinners. Ahd as all -
are nocounted as sinners, we will see-how any came to be’saints.
See Eph., Chap.2, beginning at the 19th verse: “Now, therefore
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens: wxlh
the saints, and of the houschold of God and are built upon‘the -
foundation of the apostles and pnophets, Josus—Christ being, the
chief corner stone.’”* Ses Acts, Chap. 19. Here weleara’ “that -
_ avhile Paul was passing thlouoh the upper. coasts, he camety
Ephesus, and found certain dxscxples, that had been baptizéd, but-
- not by any one that believed in the gift of the Holy Ghost,ias
oht- thaLChuathad chosen to '}ay the foaﬂdanon “Then —

Paul had laid his h:mds on them, they receivedt 56
and spake with tongues and prOphesled ” And thus we lea‘r ‘
how they became saints.” . B
Now let us see how far this same prmcxple is- carued out, -
Lot us see what answers and instructions these men gave to
“those that inquired of them, to know what they should do:to be
saved. See Acts, 2d Chap., 38th verse: ‘Then Petex said.unto

S
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lhem, 1epent and be baptized, every one of you, 0:th6" name of

Jesus Chiist, for-the remission-of sins,” and-you-shall receive tho—

- gift-of the Holy Ghost.” - See also Acts, 8th chap., 12th verse.

~ Here we find the Samaritans believing Philip’s preaching, and

mem_buphz&d,rbmhjnmngjomen, and at the 'seventeenth

—- verse;-we-find Peter-and—John—layin g-{%ﬁu—hmd&ea_ghem and
they received the Holy (zhost. See again 35th verse. Hero
we. find Philip preaching Jesus unto the eunuch: and the eunych
says, “what doth- hinder me to be baptized?” And -Philip said,

" 4if thou beiievest with pll all thy heart, thou mayest.” And he
answered and suid, [ believe that Jesus is the Son of God. And he
baptized him.  See also Acts, chap. 9, verse'17. Here, in' the:
case of Saul’s conversion, he received the Holy -Ghost through
the.laying on of hands. Acts, chapter 16, from the 25th to 35th
verses. Ilere we have an account of a Pagan jailor inquiring -
what he must do to be saved. The answer wes, “Believe™ ot~
the Lord Jesus-Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.””
““And he was bapuzed he and all his, straightway.” And thiug
I have referred you-to five examplee showing how, in_the
commencement of the gospel dlspensatxon, all persons werc ~
received into Chris’s kingdom or church, - And then they wero
addressed as saints. See the address of ail the Episiles. All the

- instruction we find in the Acts is given to sinners or unbelievers,
.- . instrueting them.the Way to become saints. —

. Now let us surmup the order of the ordinances, as the apostlcs
taught them. First, they required them to believe that Jesus

" was the Christ, then repent or reform and be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins; and then hands
“were lald on them for the giving of the Holy Ghost. And any

. _nurnber of those thus administered. unto by those that hadbeon
called of God were . called a church of Churist, and were num-
here,,d ;among the saints. « -

Now. let us see how strict thase m%plred men were in theie
charg do the saints, not to alter,'add to or take from the ordi- -
that they delxvered unto them. ~ See 1 Cor., chapter 11, 2d
“veree. Here the apostle.charges his Corinthian brethren to keep
tbe Qramances as he delivered lhem.’ And agam, see (xalauans,

verting it. Then he says, “‘though we, or an angel from heavm,
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
-~ -preached anto you, let him be accursed. "As I said before so—
say I again; if any man preach any other gospel-tnto you than =
that ye have received, let him be accursed.” Now I ask who
will be so unwise as to take from, or add to, or alter-in any
_____manner the ordinantes, or any patt ar particle of the thmgs 1.hz§(i~
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the a ostles m receive the curse pronounced by~St. Paul, -
not only Uprtrme , an all the different orders that -
preach escape the’ curse, for whlle they differ one from tx
they certainly ‘cannot all be preaching the same gospel, that the
“apostles did. _See 2d Timothy, chapter 8, beginning at the 14th
“Verso— Here—Paul cbargﬂ;noﬂiy to continue in_the things
that he had learned and had been assdred of;,knowing-of whonr
he had learned them. For any person to come to a_knowledge
- of the different orders: practiced in-this our day (having never
seen the apostle’s charge) would well~enough suppose that Paut— -
- charged Timothy thus: Timothy, you need not be very particu-
- lar about the gospel that you -preach,. for there are a great many
ways for the gospel to be- preachedy-and. it _mattereth not who
you learn it from, for thers will; be-hundreds of churches, all
differing from each other, and yot all be right; - and they will all_
be established, or built up in different ways; some with bapnsm
-~ and some wnhout some will believe in the manifestations of the -
 Spirit as [ taught the Corinthian brethren, and some will not -
believe in the Holy Ghost at all. - But never mind, it is. all of
God, and sound doctrine.
Dear reader, just pause a fow moments;’ 1eﬂect and then With ’ 
sincerity. of-heart; say [ will take the~ scnptmes for my gmde,’“ ,
which Pauttells Timothy are given by inspiration and are ablo T
‘to make him -wise tinto salvation. See ‘chapter 4, verge .-
Here thé apostle forewarns Timothy (and from what 1 s :
hear, I think he must have had a-—view of this our day).” He -
~saysy-““for the time will come when they will not endure sound - -
doétrine, but after their own lusts shall - they heap to themselves :
“teachers, having itching ears, and they shall turn aW ny their
~ ® ears from the txuth and shiall be turned unto fables.” - . :
" Who are the characfers that will'hot ‘endure sound doctrme" i
I answer, all that make the least change from that- order of
things tdught by Christ and the 1;)05119&\_Po1jo—thiapoqt]o
“complains to his Galatian brethrén.~ Can it be unsound doctrine -
to carry oiit every part and particle of the things taught by~
~ those inspired men that Christ called, and ordained John 18: 16.
“Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosan you, and ordamed

set in the cbmch—ﬁrst “aposl es
teachers—after that, mnacles——-then gifts ot henlmn helps; g
" “ernmentand diversities of tongues. “['hus the Apostle has’ gven

us a full description of God’s Church. All that differ from’the -
- church-here

described, are not founded upon the rock Christ
: Jesux‘ and must be some other than God’s Chumh. We hmo.
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were | baptrmd and had ha.nds laid_upon them fon the gift of the.
+ Holy ‘Ghost were recognized as fellm? ‘citizens with the sainfss

And now let us learn how the Spirit ‘or Holy Ghost manifested
itself.  See.1 Cor., chap, 12. Ilere the apostle says:there are

_ diversities of gifts, but the same™ spirit, and dlve@umf opera-

Tions, but it is the same God; for to one is given by the Spitit,

the word of wisdom; and to unother, lﬂo_wﬁge', and to-another,

~faith;—and to- another, the gi < to_another, dis-
cerning of spiriis; “and to another, divers kinds of tougues; and-
to another, the interpretation-of teugues: . all by the self-same

’ w\plnt Thus the apostle has. communicated eight different ways-
ﬂ;la{ the Spirit of God is manifest in the church, that is, in God’s
church.

~ "N6w let us see what these gifts were given for, and this we )
can-learn in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, chapter 4, beginning -

- -t the 8th verss; and.at the 12th verse. he sa)s “For the per-
fectmg of the-saints; for—the—work-of -the -ministry, and {or the
«edifying of the body of Christ.”” And new how long? Till weall
_come im the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Sen
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ: that we henceforth :be no more ¢hildreny
tossed to and fro-and carried about with every wind of doctrine;
by the slight of filen and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait-to decéive.”” What can “be plainer? Is not the princi-

-ﬁ,,;f?le thus taught by the apostle sound doetrine? 1f it is, then any”v

o th1n041ﬁ'er1ng from it is unsound doctrine.

Perhaps the reader-will say these gifts are done ‘away. 1
u&k, thenj has'not man done them away? .The apostle says God
-~ has, placed, them in the chureh. And again he says, ‘‘covet
“earnestly, the best gifts;”” and in the 14th chapter hesays, “follow -
afler charity, and- desire spiritual glf’ts, but rathex that ye may

~ -prophesy.”

-~ In the foregding, I have shown how sinful mortals were taught
“and.instructed by those that had authority so to do; how they
eould become fellow citizens with the saints, and in the end be=—— -

- «ome’heirs and joint hoirs with Jesus Christ. [ have also shown
how any one may know Christ’s_chareh from the ‘church of a -

~ _man, _For | canpot ’ own’ "m thé

leadeth umo hfe . ' L ~
Af'ter the-apostle .had instructed his Coumhmn brethren con-
—cermng the spiritnal glfts, and the manifestations of the Spirit,
the says, “Yet show. I unto you a more excellent way’—12: 31.
Remember that he is talking to saints—those that were sanctified
in Christ Jesus. He goes on to say that to be in full possession ,

*al_nhmﬁp was_more_excellant Lhmm be coveting the gifts: for
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he says, “wuhout chanty, they were as soundmg ‘brass, a*nd‘w*
Y}TY ing cym bal.* :
Twill glye you my iden of charlty Ris the ‘pure leve ofi
Christ; lhay,spxrg of Christ. - The spirit that he posuessed was to
forgive all en. See Luke 23: 24—¢“Father, forgive them, for
) "*theywknmvmet‘whu{ meyudo.’l,‘lflath'l » 12, He taught his L
-eiples to pray, “forgive us our debts, as we forgne vur-debtors.”” .
~ . Then charity is the principle of forgweﬂess. Charity will not -
~* seek any reVenge - consequently there ean be no war by those - -
in possession of charity. Such will sooner give..up their lives.
~than offel any resistance, or seek any revenge. Christ our pat-

iem\sefﬁe cxample. - 7 —H ALDRECH

o
A S a0

— S Fturs,. i L,

The Writings of Em)ch cmlcermﬂg the Chureh of (}(Hf |

[CONTINUED FROM THE TENTI BOOK OF Esmns)

SFmNGrrELD, Ine.,. Sept 1848

" The beginning of plocpentv is peace, the continuance fhereof" o
is righteousness.  If ye work not righteousness and practice, not .
holmess, the- end of your werk qhall be in darkness. "Phat
which is good cannot be hid, and that which is perfect canmot be
eoncealed. All that is for-the good of the saints doth the Most
= High reveal unto them; and if ye will understand: H)S@’m};d in.
its plainness; ye will not go astray. ~All that cometh fidmGod,
ealighteneth the mind$ of meg, and gweth them to undgrsmnd'
the ways ard the works of. the.[:laghest and.is for the. msuucuoﬁ' ‘
and edification of all that will receive. thoreof.” D - o
The beginning of- destructiér—m—xvrrr—rmd—the end thereof is -
death. L=t no man s'zy that it is the' will of God that the sainis
‘war with their-enemies; for.whoso sayeth it, is a txansgressov,
and the truth and the light of it is not in him: . Let not ghe
sword prosper; let the hand that draweth it in the namg;of the -
- ——Ford be accursed, saith _the. Almighty. In peace only.can.my
pe,ogle be bullt l}p, aad4£ they taauxgl eW"T’—eﬁWSW npf’”""“

it : o
L} =

mies; for byt trmw S :

power shall be'of no avail, and all 'lhat they desue 105 G0 uam ‘

vou shall be done unto them. In Sorvow and in anguish shall
thoke that oppose see the work prosper, and the chmch oFad
ncrense, until all the righteous are galhered ang lht‘ perfect gm-

. .ernment establishad. :

R Let lhe eanh ley)ﬂ‘e for the trath is about to le pi‘oclaimed«, a
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undthewﬁ?kes It-be-astonished mble,-and-thev 'odly
shall be amazed; but the saints shall be glad, and” those that

~ mourn shall be comforted, and those that.are afflicted shall find.

toace and rest. If the servants of God fear to '_l}%oclalm His
word, they shall not be rewarded, but shall Le cast 6ff=as slothful

o amlﬂ"l servants, in “whom Lh(LLmd God hath no dehght

Liet those who are called to. pneuch the gospel unto the nations,

.. lift up-their voices énd warfi them to repent and flee from the

‘;;dn T‘cmot.:berﬂelaycd -until the 111ch &“T

evil of their ways, and escape the wrath and indignation that is to
be poured out without-measure upon thre wicked, "If thev per- -
-secute you, withdeaw froin them, and if they will’ not. hearken to
_your wmds, wo be unto them; for they shall not_escape. Call
upon God in faith, and in every trial you'shall be suppoued and -
Sin é“verw danger you shall be pne\erved ]

THE ORDER OF TH"‘ CHURCH\— -

In the chuich are set several offices that are for the govern.
‘ment.of the church, that thete may be order in the church, and
that those who transgress.. the Taws thegeof may- be pu‘mshed and
alsothat order may be preserved in all Yheir aztions-as a body.

First, let the church choose or clect an officer to preside over
the whole. e shall hold his office until he transgresses: or in
other 'words, e shall not be removed by the church,?except for
~ transgression, but- he can at any time resign if he choose.
{His first president shall choose two others, or he shall have the
privilege to-nominate two to be chosen by the vote of the church,
10 stand as his counselors. ‘Fliese are to preside when the presi--
- dent igiabsent, and are to assist him in all his duties, and counsel
with hitb,-so that he act not rashly in any thing. = This council -
of three forms the.first presidency ‘of the church, and they are to
~see that all thing® relating to the public affairs of the charch-are
“done it 6rder, and that the apostles and elders sent eut to preach.
“afe propefly instructed. in their dutiesy and also that they teach
nothmg contrary.to the principlesof righteousness, or any new -
doctrine that is not received as a part of the faith of the chureh.
'The presidericy also has power to call a gencral assembly of the
~church-whenever it is-thought proper, and there is business to boe

“theregutarty ——

The church are also to choose twelve . men,
“called apostles. Their ‘office is to preach -the gospelkto all the
~world, and to organize churcles whereever a sufficienit» number

~'behew Thess shall -travel into whatever=countey the Spirit

shall lead them, and shall, whenever possible, attend -the general
assembly, and when they cannot attend, they shall sénd in un ae- e .
~ount of their labms, to be 1ead before . thc church, an

B




: IR 2 :
—'There shall also be nppolited other elde‘n,sth“

be to preach whenever -they have an opportanity, and are to ho—
sent out by the direction of the presidency to preach the gospel.
"These.can, a\lso organize churches. The difference between the |
apostles ant elders is this: the apostles are to spend all their time -
in splcadmg the gospel; the elders are not required to spend all -
their time, bat oxﬂy a-patt,” These elders are to be divided into -
‘classes of seventies. Over each classa president is to be chosen,
As many elders shall be appointed -as are required for the work
Besides these, there are other offices that are for the purpose of

" keeping the C’Eu:ch in order, and to prevent difficulty amongst

_ its'members. . The first of these are priests, whose duty it isto- .
teach the \,hmch ‘These also have }iberty’ to preach to the -
world; whertf it is necessary; but are not to b sent out to preach .
the gospel. Their officé and business is in the church. Teachs
ers and deabons are also to be arpomted their otﬁce is to visit -

' settle all d:(ﬁcult:es that m'xy arise: - These are also to see that
-the poor of the church receive assistance;. \vhen Ihgy_jtand in

need. . It is. not necessary-that more than one of each offthe.
last named vorders (priests, ‘teachers and deacons) be appoiuted to

. every one hundred members. The general assembly of the
church shall meet once every year.” One or more represema- .
tive shall be sént from eaclrbranch. Every membor presentin -
‘the assembly (in good standing) has liberty to vote. Let ev exv
“one vote a(‘cordmg to their own npinion, and let all ‘have. perfeot 4
liberty, but keep all things in order. liet. nothmg be dong, in -

- confusion. I.et the church observe this order, and nenhé“ *
diminish, ahd they will prosper: Amen. ‘

The ofﬁce of the plesldenfé of the elders (or se\enf'ea) does

py to\) much time, shull be brought But if the parnes are not
satisfied with the decision of the council, they can lay the uase.
before the gencral assembly, and this decision shall be final. _
'The presidents of the.elders are requited to meet with evsry—
— genemkagsembl&._ihnsemio preach shali*teach the

€0

i

1he} can agt am*ﬁﬁ‘g"ﬁmnm thcxr in itaxj)c,es’." _
The" council of presuiems shall consist of 4l least e sev I Tgen-
bers.—Until there i is that uumber, this’ qouncT may TR
with, o

Whenever there is o branch orgumyed let there be np
pOln\ed an elder, a pnest, a teacher ‘or..deacon,’and whercever -
here is a branch, meetings must be leld regulmly Lct "aﬂ
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— who—-sreorduined, be. fai and roe}a4m the _word of (:od’
nnto the woﬂd and warn all to flee from the evils th '\tW‘
ing mgh and teach them how: they may escape thage things.

James Ci

A A

[

Extmct“ﬁ'omthé‘ Bodkﬂis;f ﬂl(;Pl’Op[letSi 7’

The “’ord oﬁ _the Leord to Enocin, colgggrning llm‘ e
& smnis in the Last Baye, -

“IT yo do not fail to do any of the things that I ha\e\requu ed« 2
‘of my people, ye shall continue to prosper and shall haye power

~~ to preach my gospel unto all the inhabitants of the ldnd, and no .-

. power that shall rise against you.shall be able to prevail, for my
 wisdom is gxeatex than the wisdom of men or of Satan: and inas- 7
“much as ye continue in righteousness, andc refain umble, and
live in peace, and refrain from all strife and contentions, I will
pout out my blessings upon you, and whatsoever ye ask of me"
in faith, the same “shall be given unte you, if. it be not-in un-
nghteousness that ye ask. ~Corsider therefore, and beware lest
ye ask: for that which ye should not, and asking, ye receive to -
your destruction. Be not froubled because of your enemies; -

. neither be afraid‘of those that oppose you, but call upon.the. Most
-High in faith, and doubt not, for the fearful and the doubtful are

- not acceptable in my sight.

-; 7fot easily offended one with another; and in.all tlungs seele

~~to-stréngthen eaech otheér in the truth-and in righteousness: for

“unless ye all strive 1o keep my commandments, ye can not pros..

per° but inasmuch as ye do, I will. uphold and strenothen and

e Amen A
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- Address to the Saints, "

- All who read the writings of - Esdras, brought foxth unto us. us
by Bro. Brewster, cannot but understand Ihnt the Lord is calling
afier oll that bear the- name of "Saints; and will accept of all
that will now take hold and do the work that-they once com-
menced. to do. All you who have been wandering in darkness
because there Was no-shepherd, the Lotd will accept even atthis © .
late hour, if you will now commenee and-keep.all his. comtiands _
menm and turn flOD] B:Lt.mu» avs of balan, and from thls nme ‘
glfts that were bestowed upgn_ygu,A,EOLJhﬁLg‘fectmg of- the': ‘
Saints. _—
~The Lord wi i1l call s toHh account some day, and if we. have
not 1mp10ved anon our talent, He- will $ay, ‘Wo be unto: iYeu, . .
thau unfaithful: and slothful servani; because you did not- "’mmue -
- in.my service all the day, you are no gnutled to’ any i‘ewald ;
~save it be the reward of the transgressof: Bl e
~_ Bome say they cannot do anything because they-have-poraw= .
thority to act. ~ Have you lost your pnebthood by the death of .
the president of the church? Inasmuch™as such a thought has'
entered the mind of dany, it is a thought of_ insanity.” =
Lot us reason a little.  Did all the officers of these Utmfedh
‘States lose their officé by the death of President Harrison, or did
“any of the'adopted citizens lose their right of citizénship? * Cer-
~—tainly-not:.neither. has any member of the church lost—thejr
_standing by ﬂ’reAdea{h 943 thei’xes,uien‘t oTH e churchy meitlier

of any plesndmg oﬁ;csr,\ ’
- It certainly is the more necesswly that we should be the miore -
actrva in xvm%m §-been ordaimedrto. 7.
Then et every elder, pnest, teacher, dencon, and nriember be
active. Stand no longer idle; do, as well as say: -adidrat“the”
end of the harvest, if we are faithful, wé*shull Legmve the penny
__and be applauded as wise servants. ; :
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V\ ‘That all may understand we will gwe a descnpnon of our or-

1y roed fmrrr the avritings‘of Esdras, and the

- same has since been published in the Olive Braneh, that th
was to Saints, to commence anew upon the same f‘oundaimn

We counselled together and agreed that none were acknowl-
edged to be Saints by the Lord, butBthose that had mbelyed the-
gpsgel as set forth in the Bible and Book of Mormon his'we
had already done. ~ Weo had those amongst us that had been-or-—---
dained in thd commencement of the church, under Px esident
Smith’s organization. We then adopted the followitig: -
~ We, the undersigned, being members of the charch of Christ - -
of Lagter Day Saints, or Saints of the last days; having received

- a commandment of the Lord, given by the prophet Esdras, and-
- _revealed and brought forth by James Colin Brewster, to whom
ower has been given of the Lord, to bring forth- tﬁat “record- -
~unto his Saints, for their salvation in the 1qsl days, do organize
ourselves on the first foundation of the church, taking t the Bible -
and Book of Mormon as the standard of our faith and the rule of

~ eur practice, in this the church of Christ.

"We then chose one to pres*dfﬁppmmed%e}eﬁfﬂﬂdm

j —stand forth as the church of the Savior and Redecmer of all the-
saints; upon the sams foundation that the church did in 1830.*

And now, as we have said in a former address, it is the privi-
lege of all that are called Sairits, wherever there is a sufficient
number, to choose one to preside over the branch, hold meetings,
strengthen and edify each other by improving each his or her .

m. - -

& In the word of, the Lord to his people, you will learn that-the -

>~ Lordthas appointed. the place of the Temple, or in other words,
Kirtland, for the temporary gathering of the Saints (save those
that live nearer Calffornia).. We deem it the best economy to-
have the general church record kept at Kirtland. .

. Bvery branch and individual saint that is willing to start with-
us on the first or same foundation, can make out a list of their’
names, stating what office they hold, if any, and forward them to-
‘Kiriland, and they will be put upon the general church record: -

The sentence so often found in the-writings of Esdras, same
foundation, may be coustrued two ways, (our orgamzauon em-

":ng_them %rh j; _the first is the articles ud

The church in 1830 was’ orgam?ed by rovefanon _The

— - church was established anew on the 26th day of June, 1848 by
srevelation’ (compased of nine: members) embracing the same
principles as did the first organization. The correctness of the-
7é~#gsm0n1hﬂL&\La_h§M_ﬂLJms besn conﬁlmed unto us thL ih

e ———
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the writings of Esdras. » The order of ‘the church “published in
the fourth number of he Olive  Branch ha: ‘ :
Brewster since establishing anow. - o
We adopted the following articles at o special conference since
our organization: . o - -
7& Resolved, That we do firmly believe that it is cantrary to the
doc_trine taught by our Savior, to~form any secre' combination,
~ society or confsoaialion,-Wiﬁf’ﬁirh?ﬁﬁ?r—ﬁf'mﬁlﬁﬁmn‘ 2
form or join any such soeiety, without violating the command- -
ments contained in the sacred scriptures, which are the founda- -
ton of our. fuith. -~ = - T '
Resolved, That the spirit and principle of war is contrary to
the command; of our Savior, who said, “Lovg your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them whiGh hate you and des-
pitefully use you,and: persecute you.”  ~Therefore all-members- -
- of this church are required to refrain from- all participation in ~~
war, or warlike preparations, as far as agreeable to the laws of - -
our conntry. - - ‘ S o S
Resolved, That it is the indispensable duty of dll the members
. of this charch t6 observe the laws of our-country as good and -
peaceabls citizens, and that we will not fellowship any who are .
guilty of the violation of the law, or seek to screen others from -
the punishment due their crimes. -~

- -~ H. ALDRICH.

has been-written by Bro-

- Doctrinal. - _

: &

“1 have long beep convinced that thdse who profess the religion
- of Jesus Christ generally are too careless—that we do not ;f_‘eeirl as
forcibly as we ought, the weight and importatice of the subjgct
of salvation. Religion is love, and where love is the theme, in-
difference is death. I - 4 -

Inattention to business and a careless disposition are the cer-
tain roads to poverty and shame. . Qur Divine Master says,“The
childreti 'of this world are-in their generation wiser than the .
childten of light.” The children of this world who l.vok‘onl‘;y
to the perishing things-of tima as the source of all-their happi-- -

" figss, &F6 BTy CaTe PR 1H§;ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ§em33t%£5malLthi;ngs<~ H O
iev.areindused.o.belioy even to suspect that therois & flaw

S tl

in the title to their earthly p , t1 ,
until the subject is investigated an the; error correqtgd._‘?_,,'l“,be,
traveller is particularly careful ;in examining the road, logknoy -
if he is traveling -the one. that -leads to his placg of destination. -
He is not ashamed 1o ask and receive information from a,poary
ignorant_African, and if his mind isin a state of suspense ge, -
- speeting the right way, he feels neither peace-i:er-vest unfil the
~—difficulty-is removed. -But when wo turn to-those-who arejealled. .
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" how astonishing it is to find, them-in the nmportant

religion, where an error-in - judgment may lead to an errot in

practice and terminate in their ruin in this world-and in the

world to come, all perfeetly-conflident in their-own opinions, not
: doubtmg for a moment that they are right, though on that suppo--
sition all the Fest of the world must_bn M In many

instances, the sentiments aund belief of diflerent pelsons are in

““direct opposition te-each other, yet bt pariies are equally con-
" fident that they are 1ight; (.on\oque';ti" buth cannot receivo

their impressions from heaven, and that which does not emanate

from;cannot-lead-to(xad

It is evigently 1he.,de=|gn and will of A]m'g‘ny Un(l, mgiving

~ man His revealed word, that ail.who hear it should atiend to the

N

things contained therein. = ¢ {herefore we onght to give the more

earnest heed to the tlnngj which we have hewrd, lest at any time

we .should let them slip, for if" the word pol\m by angels was
steadfast and every transgression and disybed ence rec seived a

- just recompens2 of reward, how shall we -escape, it we neglect

fso:great a salvation?”” Hmue the necess ity of attending care-
fully“to the impressive daty enjoined in eur text, “examine your-
selves.” In dl»c,hau«rmg this iinportant duty, \ye shall -

I. Examine whether there can be-any allowance made by a

just and holy God, in the ‘day of judgment-en wccount of our’

infirmities, or fur a failure on any other grounl, to comp y with

" the plain requisitions of the gospel ol Jesus (,nll:t with which

we have the power to comply; and

1k meme what the gospel requires of man, when“and how
its 1equmtxons are 1o be attended to. -

e

1."Can there .be any allowance médde in the gudgment day, if

~wa fail to comply with the requisitions of the gospel, admitting”

wo had the power to [ulfill those requisitions?=—Christ expressly

. says, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall not
away.” :

~ Our_business is'not with those who fire 1gﬂmant of the gospel

of Christ, but with those who have heard and received tiie full--

~mess of the gospel. To suppose ihat persons who are favored
rith: il of.Christ’s

and ton}mpéauh the chatacter of Almighty (:od Wnu]d it be’
mse 'm*any sovereign to enact unnecessary laws and make use-
éggﬂ'mons for the government of his subje\.ts’l And can
we suppase that the infinitely wise God who rules in heaven and
-——-earth,:at-whosg fiat all' nature waked inio existence, moving in

4R hvrch atrd-%~lm~+evealed4mnd of -

, ,; obedience to his word and. wil}, would give dependent mana rule——

smétfy ‘and constantly 16 observe? If a very shght'aevmtxonv
www.LatterDayTruth.org
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from the high and holy standard of the’ gospei can be exeused er”
: fOMLlaokﬂd,ﬂu_\he_gmund of God’s -infinitp mercy, or of man’

infirmities, then n more important : deviation may be passed oyy
or else the first oflence becomes the standard and not the word of
God! And if-one can be excused who is g veryslight delin
quent, another may also be cxcused wlio is very little below him,
_and another a shade lower still, &c., until by this process the
~bottomless—pit would be swept of “all its incumbentz: not one
- would -be lef. there. “I'hc great gulf would be filledupand——
paved with mercy torn from the insulted justice of Gad! heaven
and hell would ba connecte | together and identified as one place!
When the justice of God fails or is impaired in the slightest

degreerhistheand must-fall.. A just God gapnot ‘demand more of
: one than another, under similar circumstanBes, or give a rule for
tie governmeut of his creatures which may be evaded or de-
parted (rom with 1m.)mut3 The perfections of God forbid the
most distant hope that-any one at all defective can enter-into
heaven. Livery tnnrr His. Almig hty hand has forned is perfect.
It must necessarily be so. 'lhe slm‘lteat shade of . deformity -
would cast a dxrk reflsction on his charactel. Creation bears
the impreés of perfection, wherever it has not been darkened and
deformed by sin.  God created the world, with all that is therein,®
in six davs, The work of redemption was the work of "thirty-

three yeim \\g\m\\\

1

“Our salvation is of the Lord,” and must therefore be perfect
and entire, wanti ng nothing. I‘hﬂ purity of God’s nature, whose.
nams is hoh, et 1' ars it lmpldct ‘cable for those who do not reachi-

“the gosoe] siandaf { nver to appear in hﬂ“pu,sence God is light, -
and in Him i® no darkaess at all. Light..and darkness cannot
commingle or dwell¢ togather, Evely devigtion (rom a perfect
ctanda'd is darknsss: it pmdw-es greatsr or Téss.shatne; an emos:
tion which cannot be felf~or known in heaven, for it would HER e

. state of unhappiness which caarot exist m that holy and- happy- :
= place. . =

One of the most cogent arguyments to prove that we mustﬁbe -
all that.the gospel - requires of us, is drawn {rom a considetation
of. the price paid for our wdempt'on “Ye were not redeemed

- with corruptible things, as silver and g')ld but with the precious

w00 0f . Chirist?? - Ail-heaven had to g givo was pald for out-ran-——

Som hut,if wo 5 e Freprrice 00 gL VYT Pl

attribute of his c‘halacter‘*“\Ve must be hke gnt‘d“ mgd in+the’
“fire. The heathen king Belshazzar was weighed in the Balance: .
and found ‘wantitig: we pray this may not be.the unhappy lot of o
any before whom Jctlh Christ-has been set forth crucified.
72.\What does the gospel Jequxre of us, and how and: when ure
its requisitions to be attended to? =~~~ - . eoadbe
~-»~~,,uTh&gospeLQr‘LaL of our Lord Jesus Chmst s \zery ooncwa»
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and may be expressed in one word, namely, Love.— “Thou shalt

lova the Lord thy God with all-thy heart, with all thy soul and

with all thy mind.” This is the first:and great commandment.

And the second is like unto it; *Thou shalt love thy neigﬁﬁﬁfx

as thysell.” The apostle says, “For all the. law is fulfilled in

one word, even this; thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”’

* Thus without obscurity and in a few words we have the gospel ’
 standard delivered 1o us by the—King-himself. — All who read this _
divine standard and continue- faithful until death will receive a
crown of rightecusness, prepared for those that-love his appear~ - —
ing. This is the sum and substance of christian perfection. All
who receive and obey the exalted ar.d reasonable command will
. be saints in very deed-—-will. be_pure in heart. "W heve sin exists,

_ the Spirit of God cannot dwell.~ Therefore in order to Jove God

with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our minds, and -
to love our neighbor as ourselves, it is necessary that every stain
~ of sin should be washed away by the purifying blood of Jesus.
- The natural effect of sin, wherever it exists, is to darkea, to
- - harden, and to deform.-:God-is angry with the wicked every day:
He;cannot look upon sin with the least degree of allowance:
thereforo it necessarily follows that-where sin exists the love re-
quired of us cannot be found. : : '
7 "But'how and when ate these Tequisitions-to-be-met2- By faith
in our Lord Jesus Christ. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved.”” “To him that believeth all things are
-‘possible.”” 1t is by faith we are to be made whole and enabled to
"kaep-the ecommandments of our Savior. The work may be ac-
complished riow as well at any futyre period, yea, Just as well as
" one day or one hour before our dissetution. T'ruth’is a divine, a
powerful, a victorious principle, and points not to some future
period; it embraces and receives.God’s word.when he says
~ “Now is the accepted timg, behold now is the day of salvaticn.”
~— If; indeed, we-expect-to realize 1l blessings of tae gospel which =
© are present—peace-and joy in the Holy Ghost, and adeliverance
-~ from sin by our own works, our natural”life would be a period
too limited to effect the object. For in his ewu strength ne man
--can resist the temptations of Satan. It is very evident that

—.._whatever the pospel requires-of us; it requires-now;e

0 P
) g

ment of our lives. The language of scripture. i§, “Beé~thol™
faithful unto the end, and I Wwill give thee a crown of life.”
“That which thou hast- hold fast till 1 come.” It does not say .
that it will bear with our remaining complaints, with the remains
of our carnal miud till death comes to deliver us from our
_ troubleseme and tyrannical- foes and malie us perfect in God’s”
love. We have no promise for to-morrow in the scripture; there
... no.command given which suspends the motal obligation it im-~

- pasas until the succeeding day or some future period. ™ The tam=—"
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guage of heaven is, “Therefore ‘be. ye also ready, for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”” If we could not
live 50 2s 1o be ready now, and continue in a state of preparation
-every day, to.mee} the righteous Judge of all the earth, then did
‘Christ speak unmeaningly and unwisely in the above passage, by
demanding of us.more than it would be possible in us to comply™
with.  In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins it is said
that the bridegroom madé his appearance at midnight, and none
but those who were ready went in with him to-the-marriage sup-
per:-those who had their preparations 6 make at that upseason-
able hour were shut out. ' I
. That it is our exalted privilege as well as our duty to live
without violating any of the «commandmiénts of our Savior, is
perfectly consistent with reason as well as scripture, Nothing
-that is'unreasonable is required by heaven or is binding on mor-
tals. Many things may be and are far beyond “our comprehen-
sion, but they are not incompatible with the true principles of
reason; if they emanate from God. It would afford little com-
fort to a man of refined feelings, who was compelled to suspget ..
t,_ha't his wife’s affection for himn was not as pure and as ardent as
1t should be, were she to say, “I intend to love you fervently just
before [ die,” when all the other objects of her affections were
____about to be placed beyond her reach. To impose on a just and
holy God that which would be—insulting to-a-man, mustbea.
‘erime of no ordinary magnitude. Suppose the profligate son
should say to his honorable and affectionate father, “It is my in- <=
tention to reform a few days before my death and become as vir-
tuous and as honest as any man on earth.” Would this'be an .
honorable sentiment, or at all calculated te soothe the sorrows of
his honest, grieved, gray-headed sire?. 7 I
Does the inspired writer say, “Now are we we sons of God?”
And do we wound-and”insult our Heavenly Father by saying
that at some future period we intend to become righteous and
holy, and serve the Lord, as is required of us in Eis holy word?
Are we recognized in the sacred seriptures as the- bride, the
Lamb’s wife? , And do"we say to our exalted bridegroom, whi
isthe king of heaven and earth, “To-morrow, or at some
pariod, or at farthest just before we die, when all other obj
sure-are fading_ befora our dim eyss, wo-will love-the
the Holy One.of Israel? ~Any

) ation.a.mockery and am s

= iR e

to ~thing—short of a jresetita
gorf‘ect salvatipn, agresable to the standard-already erected, iy
e dishonorable-te God and degrading tv'fiman— et
It is possible that many will dissent from: the statement, lybé
senable as it is. Well, we will not fall out by the way. -If we.
could believe that -their views and sentiments.were more honor-
able to God, and more consistent with reason and revelation, we — —
- -would -promptly embrace their opinions, As we cannot think _

»
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hHS, we- would Say. o them, Do not condemn us; beheve wo ares
true men, and no spies. ~We are all brethren, and if youenjoy— - -
more of the ~miles of-heaven apd more of the consolation of the-
Holy Splrlt than we do, we will'not envy you but rejoice in your
prosperity and happivess. - If' we cannot see and think alike, sfill:
‘there may be a union of feeling. We may, nay; we must Tove-

~one another, or we cannot be . the children of our Heavenly -

a er T B A — e
- ST (To BE CONTINUEW.} ER . L

The Gatheuw of the amta. R
. WRITTEN BY » C. BREWSTER.  — ~ — — ———=

This is a Silbjert that -frem-—the commencement of the church-
‘has been considered one of the greatest 1mpfntfwce lo its mems
. bersy and pelh')ps il righitly understood there is no other subject ?
of any move intérest.to those who believe-in-the work of the Jast
days. Tof seventeen years it has been- preached- commually
tﬁat“"lt was our indispensable duty to gather wiih the Saints-in
sote’ Place of refuge.In the beginning of this work, Indepen.’
dence it Missouri-was pointed out as the place where the Saints
mmwmmﬂm%mmfm but -
they were doomed to disappointment; they were driven {rom
their poqqescmna by thre power of a lawless mob, qliﬁgomlhat S
" day 1o this their enemies have possessed ile lend, -
Next, far west in the same State was declared to be the p]ace,
.. and-all the ‘Saints were called upon to gutuex there. Afler a-
shdtt period of prosperily their cnemies again assailed them, and
~ the Saints assembled there endeavored to resist them by force of
- armg, but they failed and were expelled from that State. Thus *

-~ ended thé sécond attempt 1o establish the church asa temporal
body. '
We next find them assemblmg at Commerce, since called -
Nauvoo, in Illinois, which was chosen as the place for building:
—up the city that was designed.to be the home of all the Saints.> . -

In a‘ spo

time’ their condition became very prosperous, more so-
“beéen af any of I’ﬁén former TﬂﬁCe'S*‘miHhejLeeﬂkw

y engaged in extensive mlhtmy plepruatron, and en. .
red to risks themselves a terror™ta théir -enemijes by the
T Rewer of their arms. . There also, at an 1:nmexISL§xl)ense, they
<« built that Temple which was the pride and " boagt cf the church,
and “ils niagoitude and beauty drew forth the admxmtxan of all
beholders: o -
When the chmcleﬁ f'xpt eshblnslmw themse:]ves at Nau- T
B Wm The ninth—baplkof- Eﬂw%&d—%ﬂamn&&
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e Saints.” I commenced it m the fall of 1841, and ﬁmshed it
the-winter following., -
This boolc plainly for ton that the drurc%rﬁeréwas going

_wrong: it alsy mantioned several times the secret combmauons,

works of darkness, &c., which they have since taught and prae-

ticed, and (oretold that finally they would be-driven bv fireand - -

sword from their inheritance on account of thsir transgressions,-

that notwithsianding all their boasted military power the enemy

should prevail and the cify be overthrown, &c.—Sornafier it was— —
- written, we commnenced reading it to every member of the -

church that visited us, and- continued to do so up to ihe time of -

 the publicationot—a-part or an abridgement of the boolk, in July,

1845, But the belief that Nauvoo could not be overihrown was

so firmly mhb‘,ls%red in the mLLda of xe'n]y every member of

the church Hmt Afiec warning was not received Wﬁ ‘truths were -

. - - rejected as a thing of nb“ﬁg*frt%-x I .
- “The resultof the gathering at Nauvoo is well known t@u‘
enemies prevailed over them and -the body of the church, guided
by the twelve, have fled {rom their enemies and are now seekmg
another place of safety in the vallay of the Greai 8all Lake: fhe!
remainder are dispersed throughout thg_giulmy, and pmhap?’tl?@
number now in this country far exceeds tie numbe1 of" those who. .

have gone to the West. -

Besides the places o
others have Leen pointed out as places of refuge in \auous parts
of the couniry by Liﬁnso who have since the overtirowv-ef -Nau-
voo come out as leaders of the church, but none of these are lo- -
cated in sitgations that are calculated to render them prosperots
and flourishing seitlements.  All ‘these places mo'(\xi'th one ex- -
ception) inland situations remote from any navigible waters.
That;there is a place of gathelmgﬁ"on the »Jllnt\ in this cur
day;no one can deny who believes in the work of the last days- ,
The book of Mormon plainly says that such shall ba the work

~ on this continent; see page 487, third edition. -Speaking of tha

- Gentiles it says, «But if they will. repent and heaxl\eu unto my
words and harden not their hearts, 1 will establish my‘church
among them, and they shall come in uato the cov enantand-be

.. numbered with this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom. I have

e given Ihis h‘mj ¥o#ﬁwwheutancgi ard lho) Qbu]l u531st -y .

AL R

bereatled the N@w Je“u%&lem and- %cnj}mll thov awst my péOa ,
ple that they-may-be gathaved in that are szattered wpon-all the
* face of the landsunto the New: Jerusalem. And:thenshall the -
power of heaven come down among-them, and: Falso-will-beinr
the:midst, &c.”” But it is-evident that afier all that has heen:.
done, the city of peace has not besn built-and the Saints are still
without a résting place, Every thing that has been done ib 1&:3
T e .www.LatterDayTruth.org
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. gard to the gathering has failed to be of any benefii to the chureh,
~-and what-has been the cause of all this. ~ It is evidently one of
two things: it has either been the work of men without any au-
thority or command from God, or the church have by their
. transgressions. forfeited all. claim to the protection of -the Ai
__ mighty in_every plade they have undertaken to baild up. It is
also evident that the order for_ building up the tewnporal ‘kingdom
_has never been revealed to any that have attempted to establish
#, for it is plain to every observer of what has transpired that
:~  neither order or wisdom has been displayed in those places of
-~ ——gathering: on the contrary, it has been a continual display of -
~folly and ignorance, and the result has-been confusion, disorder’
- and-bleody strife, ending. in_the overthrow of the church, the .
| ruin of their city and the destruction of their beauti{ul_temple.
-And according to-the predictions of Esdras, the end of their ca-
- Jamities is not yet: his writings point out the place where the
- Alpiighty designs to have the Saints gather and build up the city
of refuge and enjoy all those blessings _of peace und rest-that
has so long been promised unto the faithful servants of the living
G&d: His writings ulso Teveal the true order of“the gathering
and'the time and manner of establishing the temporal kingdom. .-
. "The order thus revealed far excmw
hegetofore beeti brought forward in its simplicity and equity, and
thie equality and: peace it is calculated-to produce. The first:
defipite light that ‘we received on this:subject was in November,.
1840. It was ia these words: ' : oo
- “Arise and gird on righteousness as a- breastplate and faith as
~avshield, and flee from the wrath- to come with those tifat do like-
“wise, that turn from the evil of their ways; for the sword is upon
the ungodly and~the” pestilence among those that fear not God:
~ the fenced cities are made desolate and the strong fortress is de-
molished, blood, fire and vapor of smoke. -Upon the: river of
Bashan, beyond the wilderness of Deluce, shall the righteous ..
have peace; there they shall build and inherit, plant and eat the
-fruit thereof, while the overflowing scourge shall pass tarough:
Amen:” - : -
- This, however, did not show where the place of safety was,
utawe-learn from this—that -the—-Saints must-ge-to-some-place.of ..
e 28fuges and the warning to the Suints, writlen soon after, siowed
place, and this™ prevented  us-froni
going there, and thus we were saved from the trouble and
afflictions that those who did go have had-to- endure. fn
April, 1841, we learned from the writings of Hisdras where the
place spoken of in the above quotation was:situated, and that the °
river of Bashan isthe one now known by thp name Rio Colorado,
" or the Coloradoof the West, whi¢h rises in the Rocky Moun.
tains, in latitude 42° or 43° porth, and empties into the Gulf of
= —3alifornia near lat. 32° narth, and, following. it§~winding, it |
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somo twelve or fifteen hindred miles in length " The place
-where the work of the gathering is to commence is on this river,
near its mouth. In a futuie number of this periodical, a de-
scription of that country will bo given, and also.of the country-j
selected by the twelve as their plice of gathering, showing the
difference between the wisdom of God and the wisdom of mep in
choosing a place for the: gathermrr of the church. In the valley -
of the Colorado, the Saiuts will finally be-established in peaco
and enjoy tho rest that remaineth for the people of God, of
which so many of the ancient prophets have spoken. :

In the third pamphlet, entitled, “A Warning tothe Samts,
prmled July, 1845, the reader w:ll find an extract from the
prophecy of Enoch, which ‘speaks particularly of our nation, and
says that in ils seventieth year it shall bagin to fall, &e. -The ¢
“truth of this statemnent will bs shown hereafters- Enoch also =
says, “In the same year that this nation shall begin to fall shall
the kingdom of righteousness arise: the power and authoritfgg,of -

. God shall then be given -to those who strive'to keep the Sm-
mandments and break not the law, &c ‘The -authority here
spoken of, it pleased the Almighty to give unto me on the. ;igr&
of July, 18486, at whichtime 1- recexveaLHq-\LLsumJ.b:a&mlm1ssmam77’j
to act in this xmpontant worl in the following words: &
4Thus sait or “both - heaven an emlh “Arise”
‘and do the wo:k unto which thou art appointed.” For unto-you"
ahis day is given the: power and the aathority to establish and -
build up the kmgdom ofnghteeusneqs * . Therefora féar not the
- power of man or Satan, neither secret eombinations of wicked -
men, but go forth-and build up the kmgdom, and you shall be
-~ prospered in all works of righteousness, for ﬁxus saith the Lord, —
your God, even Jesus Christ: Amen. -

e o ('l‘o BE comTNUED)

3

- The ertmgs of Enooh---Commued.
\ -
WRITTEN SINCE OCTOBER, 1848.

A)l ye inhabitants of the earth, gwe ear, for the Lord hmh;
, m&kﬂ&eermt&shgﬂjgc]are it unto you. Letthe wxck,_
corrfor tdedﬂﬂd“%he—emlm eraof-be-

_power shaﬂl be made mam(‘est unto all m The Sam&rs
prosper in the lapd and the righteous shall %ounsh in the coun<
tries of the west. The just and the upright shall gsther there.
but the unjust shall be afflicted and tormented, and the workers in
darkness shall be brOUght to nought. In the rwhteous nation — -

. 'ghe kingdom of rxghteemeas here apoken of Is the temporal kmgdom
T e o WWWLatterDayTruth org T
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~\e¥w$man£hanmhls own mhentnnce tmd none shaﬂ take’ —
it from’ him. _The laws shall be @bserved and none shall-molest—
or milke aﬁ'md but the Jmhteousneas that oxalteth a hation shall .
be there.
- Woto the peaple of dmkue,ss, he generation’ that will riot-un-
rulers are in the dark and whose gmdes me?ﬂmtf
that they cannot see the light. Their priests offer
the ‘gods that aro not; aud the people are deceived and led in the'
ﬁa\@‘b‘f*hwresmfeﬂ-—ih&;mw““““ de-
_slruction; in their eyes the just are condemned and the righteous
: manh despised. ~ My gloty they shall nét see and-my salva-
' e tlon thev shall not m‘leut " saith the~Liord: - Shall this people”
* s hﬁ%@nmm them?  shall they be cut oﬁ'
in their iniquity and no man show them the tru UWW
tribulation and glovmmms and-anguish such as_they havenot -
_known cometh; it shall not tarry. “All shall cea the powet and"

dgments of—l:hm who *aketh vengeance on all His adven‘su-'
i l

¥

3of peace, ve- m“%s%ﬂn'ela of truth and
”‘f_zumo tho pcop}e warn the ungadlv and rmthexjggether and
: G faithful and that go not astray-after the ways
sof . dmkness, 'ml who follow not those who guide
are themsclves blmg, thﬂy 560 N0t nerthel do thf\y pexceﬂreﬂa
right way. = -
Let thoso that are wamrd warn those-that are not and admon- -
i$h those that will hn’umn untn thom fm the davs of tribulation ;
" are near. ye : bles and evils that are
"appxoachmb, se faith ful m the just cause anddo all that the Lord -
equireth of His sen'mtx, which ™ has been “revealed tnlo- you.
Vo unto thoso who delight in wickeduess and gloty in that which
isqot right: their prido ohwdl be bxoaght low cven unto the;dust,
and theu glory shall pass-away as the morning; darkriess shall
cover them, and their works shall=ts—their . overthrow. All that
desire to bz exalted shall .be brought low and'all that desire to
+  rule in eppression shall be tloadul under. fost by those whom
théy despise. .- -
*!he Most Hx h wor kc‘h not in. thc l:ecwt councxls of' men,

— and réceive the uuth and the li gm they must wzrmjh “indarkness. ——
Lidtthe truth be m?;xdexlxnown in .its ‘plainness, and’ tF_T‘gb‘
theleof §ﬁmefonh Cincits: blfjﬂ’t]l“reﬁs till the land ﬂs ﬁlled w;th

,,,,,,,,,,
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(}? Cncumstances beyoad om" 'contxol hava prevented the
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A, I‘(,T':"(.’Us Rlchard ulomleamos uchovnll Hugh He
“shaw; &Vxllnm Terman, %T(Jonﬁhl& :  Kincaid,

nger and. Oll‘(_‘u, extracts : from all of Whn,h would Cnll,(,lt,;e‘
“us _té-publish, as they breathe.the same spitit -
that moves us forward, and 1hat is, to DTI ;
- therefore Ihey ‘hml be blessed with tue gxtt and powerﬁof' the _
Holy Qhos‘t See Book.of. Moxmon, page 32. Batas they¥~~—-
have not been requested a place in the Olive Branch by their « ~
authors, and as the p:mc-lples and manner of-the renewal of thls
“work Tasetiel ey_among_our friends in- 1elau
its power or authr ity to do the, work, we are constrainet
troduce - that authority and power before the Saints. ,
\lg Ouf answer, then, to-those that would examipe us fs, first, tﬁf
» James Colin Bl ‘ewstery @ young tan, tweuty-one years of agey is
a translator of ancicnt sacred writings-for the chureh, and not, Of
sacred writings onlv, but of &l litérary-works ‘that have. as yet
- come before him also whether in Tho-engraving of - (»alher. ad - -
and- Steveus in théir discoveries in Cen'ral‘:An?‘cnca LOr on, plates __:

'of recmds frbmned imm the bowels of the emlh, as those ﬁ)und

propheey and- revelmmnﬂg_pm-son m“thﬁtﬁ%dmunve of .1l
“" Ingom-of hands of those that are sealed to that power: 178
"84,  As in the case of dur brother, the evidence that heﬂb A
glfpof seeingin. vision distant objects not seen by the na

s wled & of‘ some of the ﬁxst authom
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Lo;d, and under the hands of the pxesxdem or patuawh “of the
church blessed by the spirit of prophecy,-wiih the gift of seer, - *
prophet, revelator and translator.  His own relation of the cir- -
_cumstance i8 gs follows: “Soan after this interview [oe visit they
- had received]\L.and my faher were requested by J. Smith, Sen.
-and Elder Beaman to come to the house of the Lard. \Ve went
" in and the door w:  cotiversation with Messrs,
Smi:h, Beaman and. Holman, Elder Beaman celled upon_the Lord:

#4 ' d -to lay thieir hands upon my head and pro- .
nounced o ble:smg upon me in the name o
~-Holy Spirit, and_sealed it upon_me by the powel of 'ihe holy-

pneslhood which' they held, J. Smith then ‘acting “as first’ presis

~__dent of the churelr n Kirtland. 'The prophetic blessing was;
that [ should be a prophetyaseer,a +evelator and translator, and
that I should have power given me of God lo discover and Obtam\
*the treasures whichare hid in the edarth.” : '
'Phnt he is a seer, a revelator and translatox, whrch ofﬁces al;e
synonymous in some respects, is, with us, unquestionable. "That

"'Z’hmajjrophet by, the gift 'of the Holy Ghost, independent of -

- - thé;prophecy given.us through Lis translations, we shall not as-

_siméthe pmvmce to determine. Feeling- confidént, however,

- rar gift that he does not
- possess, we rest in quiet in that reSpect. 4 his-manner he 19—
*. unassuming, in argument cool and collected, preserving a pres-

_ence of mind in lisigation that enables~ him to exercise the wis, .

- "g#m that he possesses without undue excitement. - Innocent in”

all his manners, even—his enemies have rnot -attempted to cast
‘even a shade on his moral character. Indeed the doctrine he
-ingulcated in his article published in this number; is as a mlrror, _

* reflecting the purity .of his-mind. -In short, he givesifull evi.
dence of the knowledge of the_important-work to which héis
called ‘and of his ability ta_accomplish it. :

The present presiding elder of the church, Hazen Aldnch. en-. -
tered -into the work at-an early ageiof the church, aiid was-or- _ .
dained an high pr jest aecording o iis laws. fle lelgently labored™

_ia the ministry as-a_missionary for years, p!oclmmmg the pure . |

: j,mncx,)lesjaf the gospel the power and blefsings of which he ‘

=zshad Fecaive ) ated-b: Lheﬁplxﬂ_ofgpeculaﬂon zmd ag

' promlsmg "wu"fe\ ety [7 i Fdans oudl
trine-of Christ, he turned not,. ﬁ;rde aﬂei those. thaLlecIﬂlQ ‘péo=
ple astray,’but maintained his integrity and waited for the salva--
- _tion of God. ~His inmocent life and mapners have obtained-for
' ,,Amm a’reputation for moral virtae that. (where he-is acquamted)

retidershis—moral character mvulnelable to the shafts of even
- malignity itsel* In his counsel= :

~——tery-of- whose life in th thws fonows' -
- HB embraced the gmpel in 1835, mxne’d mfhg’rr%s&wﬂu
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1837, nnd at the exodus of the ﬁret pnesudency of the chureh
f‘rom Kirtland to the Far West, he was made a counciliorin the-
_presidency of the stake in Kirtland, moved to" Nauvoo in-1840,
and at the demise of Colonel Seymoun Bronson, a.member of the
high eouncil, was appointed to fill the vacancy ingsaid council,. |
chosen first councxlor in.the presidency of the stake at Nauvoo,
R )prmed in his office by all Tiie subsequent coriferences, till he- -
resignéd his office i suid-council in;1843,-and-when W, Law, - -
one of the first presidency of the church ‘stood up to stay the-
plague and turn awny wrath that afierward destroyed the city, he: -
was called to be his first councilor, at the disorganization of the-
a}'eh in the quorum of its first autherities by the death of the
prophet and patriarch, in a-general conferenée called by- the first
~ eouncilor in the presidency of the church, Sidney Rigdon, con-
~ vened and orgarized at Plttsbtﬁ gy Py 1845,~hemunammously
~-chosgn’ first president of the High Priesi’s quorum, the highest -
“office'in the church in that organization, save the grand- councxl
of kings and priests... He was ordained ,under tho hand ofthe
first president of the church and kingdom-to pwsxde in his_
over the whole_church in his absence. See Messenger nnd
‘vocate of the Church of Christ for April 15th and May 1st, 1845,
Charge to the. Pnesuiems of the ngh Priest’s Quonum, page 115

rum,yage 186. ,
Here wé remark: that no Samt of p.ny party of the church of
God will pretend that either President Law or President ngdon. T
have. been legally displaced from the office they held"in the first
presidency of the church, by any decxsupn of the chureh. Unless-
-he-would manilest: consummme ignorance of the circumstances-,
of their -trial, or of the law'of the church, President Law had.
neither legal ‘notice of trial-or change, nelthex r%a;d the court* jus
fisdiction in the case. So alsg with President Rigdon.” Toithe -
law then how readest thou? - See Doctrine and_Covenants, Sde- -
tion 3d, par. 85 and 37; “And inasmueh .&s a president -of the
high priesthood shall transgress, he shall be had’in wmembrm;g
beforégthe commor coancil of the chmch (the-twelve high coun- "
cilors), who shall be assisted by twelve councilors ofithe high .
pnesthood und thexr decmon apon his head shall be an'end ot'
arsy-coneerpin 2__The: actors in the-farce of° their

R T LY

foregomg dasclosule, not that we have pxesun’xed to exercise the
~ authority that miny: have'bien-eonferred on- us by thé ‘ehiirch, for
we.hold that ipisthe prerogative of the churqh" »tirfgevem in all
matters of authority and not the 1‘1ght of it: eﬂiber& or-servants -
_to rule in 4dactrine_or government in any: mannef -;mdependant,
mfﬁe whols

. . "é&{*“’ii . 7 -'
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ITeen among 1he ﬁrs..tttpumt& ‘in- esmhh;hm& the church on n ite—
first foundationy-vet it-is not “for any wisdom or gnodness inus
more.than. in the rest of our brethren that may do this woxk, that
we .are first in. this matter. Our location has been the imme-
diate cause, and cheerfolly, yew-gladly will we -unite with the
church in any general %sembly convoneirm_placmg the respon-
sibility of the highest duties of the church on others, when it
shall be by the charch eoxged expedient: indeed- the responses
- of ‘our brethren abroad, in their communication to us, seem to
-say as did Samuel to Lh the priest, “Here am 1,” and admonwh
as that the Liord is C‘ﬂhnc “other men men :
__the Saints in the way of peace und 10 become 1ulels i
ngggam of right cousness. L "
o As concé\mng us, our only wxsdom %4&@@%;@0 cougSel
the church) is in (le.sr, and if he has made us nble ministers Jn,
this wark, and though -our ‘moral character befré men.,
. proachable, yet bolore God we have nouuht whereof o ast,
,f‘ygtn#r work is plain before us and our conﬁden;-ewm}wmermgu,,
hercfore let o mian trouble —us, orsse i
um:novqblc is our. position and unamswerablo. will bé the g 'ugu-
s jn its defepce, by any who believe In thL liter alTulullmem
of: prophecy. . Therefore a T :
neéd ot expect to be reckoned “first best ”. '
[n relation to a prophet, we answer, t h'lt there ls o, man,
e fwemm, or child that has received the gift of the Hol y Ghost, but
~ what is endowed with the power of prophecy in a greater or less
degree, because that Comforter - will -shew thém more or less of
-thir sloéome\uence, while some place the diadem of au-
“thority 6n some one winit, who s to. glm“m?mnﬁspeﬂs%\
to the-examination dand. .judgmeiit of* the church, and_to which .
" they are bound 10 give heed, and then exclaims, A chunch with-" .
- ‘outsn prophet is not the church for me,”” we nwpond A chureh —
thh but one pxephe{ Christ’s church can never be. “Ep.

(To BE CONTWUED) o T
‘G' - N N "‘—‘« . e s . — : - br - - V . - )
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s r'kﬁamesm»&hei 'Emnslaiion.

T B G YT e £ arEiery, ri
is South America— The Strpng Isie is Great Dritain==Diban=

~Ching—Scythia is RUSsm—ﬂC‘edomw s the. Corl'a(}o-‘-»C'eVdron i8

- the Mississippi. Rwer-——E]m’\zazm, or,‘the Sons-of Josepk, are

part of the Indign tnbes——Betlmala, avhén speaking of nanon or

wexmnanl, mmesents the rmw Umted ‘States. .

- in the “'[ranslations a}ready
pubhshed it becqmes ‘necessary-that our xeudm's are mW
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_other. “Every one of‘ us shall gwe an accouht o

Herald of Peace aml Truth to all Samts.

ued Monthly at One Dollar per anpum.  Edjted | by AUSTIN COWLES, i’nir
lished by HAZEN ALDRICH. '

Peocirinal.

In accordance with the letter, and also the spirit of ot
we will now proceed to examine, not-others, but ourgelve
ate not qualified to judge others, we cannot see- theit he
are unacquainted with their motives or with the peculiar ciretim-
stances in which they may be placed ; thereforé: we shonldi-rex-

{rain from scanning their-conduet-or Words wi j%uch-*ngor,
or passing, a hasty sentence upon them. Our divine Master
forbids this, and plainly directs us to remove the bea,gg from our
own, before we attempt to pluck the mote out of ou¥ nelghbm"
oye. The apostle to the Gentiles says: “Therefore thouirt in. -
excusable, O man, whomsdever thou art that judgest, for thou that
judgest another doost the same thintgs.”- Were all mankind gov-
emed by this reasonable and honorable rule, the world wouldsoon.
refletthe image of heaven from its:tranquil bosonm= Or Tiord
Jesus said on a particylar occasion—*‘let him that'i§ withe&ﬁ?gm ,
cast the first stone.” ‘Were we all to observe this excellent rule -
—were we never 1o reflect on others until we ourselves were_
faultless, there would soon be universal peacein the Churghzof
Christz - Reader, follow traveler to, the bar of God, obsstve this
rule faithfully, and you will do ‘more than Alexander ot Ceesar
you will, through ¢ divine assistance, soon conquel your own fallen

the present occasion; wa assre o 578 thit
not our ifitention td"aim a pdisbned arrow of° pregudlce or mahce.
aginst their name, or party,.or private sentiments. We will not in- -
tentionally, or knowingly, violate our good master’ arlﬂg—j‘let every
man be fully pursuaded in hisownmind.” Wearg all strangars,——
in a strange land, and equally dependent on God; aniqxuaeh

. ) - WWW. LatterDayTruth org
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God.” 'To our own master we must stand or {all. Let ns, there-
~ fore, fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his xeét
. any of us comg shortof it.
In investigtting ourselves, we will examine our faith, - With-
out faith it is impassible 1o please God. Faith is the main-spring
- of the Christian life. If this be weak, the whole system will be
-~ enervated and disordered. ~ So very important is this principle,
that our salvation or damnation depends on the exercise of it.
“He that beligveth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that -
bélieveth not shall be damned.” When the trembling jailor cried  *
out, in the bittérness of his soal, “what shall I do to be saved ?”
thie réply was, ““believe on the Lor&Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
befshved.” Again, “To him that believeth all things are possie
-ble.” _ “According to your faith, so be it unto you. “Thy
faith hath saved thee, go in peace.” ~To mention every passage
in the word of God tha't speaks of the necessity and importanes
of Faith, we should have to transcribe alarge part of the*New
Testa!nent Unbelief hardens the heart, and renders man miser-
Chirist suys——“Jf ye have faith asa grain of mustard seed,
“ye shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder place,a
. atid it shall, remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto you.’
—The_  exeroise of faith throws a shield of defence around
the c’hnstmn which ren eLsTuTnl\mitﬂner&bl& to-all the attacks of
his numerous aneLcombmeﬁ enemies, and arms him with a divine
energy which overcometh the world. Even in the jaws of dis
solving naturs jt gives him the vxctory over the kmg of_terrors,
and enables hxm confidently to sing-—~

‘@l‘."*

| eeYet these, new rising from the fomb,
"With lustre brighter far shall shine, . S -

-~ Revive with ever-during bloom, C '
Safe from dlseases and decune 5

It Is thought by many, that as Faith is the gilt of God We can.’
not exercise it at outr amcretlon-——that an ﬁﬁmedxate and peculiar.
- power or permission must be ngen by Almxghty (3od, bafore wo -
can beh ve or exercise faith in God. ~ The opinien is no doubt
: t_,NlLke many other valuable truths, it hds been: dx§torted
5 H&uiﬁm@p:npg&e? -and- thus :caused the ruj

cred scnptui &3 th h say 85
by no menns  express: “F by grace are ye ‘gave 1, ug
faith, and this 'not of yourselves, it is the gify pf God's” yet,'
fully beligve it to be true ; nay, more =] bef;;eve therg“l§*nothing
good in this ewil world, whether it pertdins fo men of things, but
what M&fmwot proceed. from an- evil
source, “nelthell ean evil emanate from a godd ’Gufl;c&*—The‘refme

- no geodithi mm;me ‘can proceed From our fallen nature, or
~ from the Dg\%l All*that is go%f?ﬁist necess:mlyvmanawfmm
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God, through Jesus Christ. 1 can no more raise my hand to my
head of my own mdependent and inherent power than I can move

a mountain. 1t is by the power ofythe, Almighty, alope that we
can act or Speak or think. “In him‘we live and taove and have ' - -
our being.”” Faith is a prineiple of the utmogt importanice” to
every christian—without it no act of devotion can be pleasing or
acceptable in the sight of God; it must therefore be the. gift of
God. But how does he impart this divine principle- to man—
arbitrarily, or freely ? He gives us power to speak, but he does

" not.speak for us. He gives us ground to cultivaté; but he does.

"~ not cultivate it for us.. To understand the word of ‘God, his
<character, the relation we bear to- him, and our present condmlop, L
must be duly considered. It is unwise and-uncharitable to insidt )
on the rigid application of any genelal psincipls, or the excluswefj,- .
interpretation of any expression which will bear two of more,
rational constructions. You say, “Faith is the gift of-«God, and.:
you:. ‘ein no more believe or exercise faith, of yourself, than: -
vou can make a, world.” This is all true, but suppose [ say
whigh is equally true : “grain is the. gift of God, and I ¢
more,make a grain-of: corn; of myself, than I cdn grggkp aw
Now, because this is true, must [ wait until God makes windowss
in heaven and pours d6Wn grain intd my lap-+ He can do this-
with as much ease as he can make it grow in the ground “sbut-as

—sureag1-wait-for-this to 1 shall perish for the wapt of
bread. Although God alone can make glain, yet the most igno-
rant cultivator in the world knows how it is to be obtaiied. (xod
never fails to bless the honest exertion of man to do good .for
himself. - To suppose.that God imparts_ faith, or the power to be-
lieve what he himself, has promised to his dependent creature
man, in a different way from that in which he bestows all his:
other good gifts, so that we cannot employ it as we do our words.
_or physical powers, is"to cast a shade of deformity”6ver his ghar-

3 acter, and impute to him conduct which would dishonor the name
or reputation of any man on earth. 'To illustrate this sentiment, . -
let us suppose.the, case of two individuals, A. & B., neither of
whom can live,ifr~move, or speak, without the: power of God

A. is a serious, péi‘qbn and*wishes to embrace lehglon But i s
under the imprassion that as faith is the gift of God, e eannot
_ exercise-it-uriil-God imparts it-in-s6ine pecul'ar way to him ; he _

Ig,h,r d, as he beliéves, hdnor:rbjry‘m{—{}ef}eomf —

months, amﬁyeal "eg,use a mex ciful (zod vsbo has called h;m to
forsake hi§ *&lns, z;tfdﬁgme to the fountain opened to the house of
David for sin and: pollutlon, whgse Spirit has been str 1vmg with hls
spmt for years, doss not, according to hjs mistaken impwsmon,
give him faith to believe on the word of Jesus  Christ, to the salva-
non of-his'soaly” B. neithér fears God nor. regardsman.- fHe?ie-—;
pmrs toa smk of quultv, drmks hxmsolfdrunk, wallows in hig"
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shame, degrades the man below the beast, blasphemes the worthy”
name of God, and ultimately commits murder. Each of these
men derives all his vital energ¥ from that God who declares that
he isangry wifh.the wicked every day, and stands at the door of
the sinner’s hearti'knocking for entrance, and yet, admitting the
. premises, he gives B. power to drink, and blaspheme his name,
and to commit murder, but does not give A. power to believe that
he may become a holy, happy, and honorable child of God!!
Bugh & supposition is-too absurd for serious thought. The right-
eous Judge of all the earth acts righteously. Man may, and can
believe ; and God is just and righteous altogether when he says, .
“he that believeth not shall be damiied.” Man has imparted to -
him:hot-only power to believe freely, but his faith may rise to a
high and honorable degree of perfection. We need only call
~ your attention fo a case in point to prove this important fact to
every reflecting mind. The President and Directors of a cert&in
Bank promise to Pai me fifty dollars, on demand, and write this
promise down. on-a very flimsey piece of paper; [ receive it, and
, . sostrange is my faith, and so perfect my confidence in their word,
that I unequivoéally declare I have fifty dollars in my possession, -
nor is there one doubt on my mind respecting the fact. If I had
= the gold or silver in my hand, I could not be more confident
—tham Tam,—with-this promise in my possession. "I exercise this .
faith or confidence, too, in frail men, who are subject to various~ -
- contingencies, on every feature of whose existence vanity and un-
certainty are written: But when we are called upon to believe
in, and rely on, the word of God, who cannot ‘lie, whovhas all
power in heaven, and on the earth, the eternal, the immutable
Jehovah, who'is seated on the throne of heaven, and occupies-the- -
earth as his foot-stool, and who will forever sway the sceptre of
' —eternity, whose love and tender mercies ate as boundless as his
*  power, when he speaks and makes us & promise-and-records it inm .
_a sure and honorable place, when he gives his bond, and endnrses: *
~itswith his oath, and seals it with own Son’s blood, and delivers it
in the presence bf a cloud of honotrable witnésses, we begin to
moke excuses. .**We cannot believe==faith is the gift of God,
_thetofore we cannot exereise it—we are very frail; we'must doubt, «
—itdy-our-natare,” Do weTiot; by such-dishonorable conduct and
iatulzunbelief,-write-our.own condemnation, “in clifirac

O £x] Yy 00, st i

highly offensive in his sight, and insulting-to his chat&éter; but

“to_believe the word of our most igndrant neighbor more sacredly -

than the word'of God, must be'a crime of ‘mo ordfnary character,

and yet ‘many of us are guilty of it, and séldom think of iti——
—God’s_word_declares, in the most positive manner, that he will

coms’at an unexpected hour—that hewill come-as a-thief in the
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mght consequently he may come and we should look far. his ap-
pearing. For he nlso commands us to be ready, and prepared to-
receive him. - Notwithstanding - this, we liye carelessly and
contentedly as though no such command had beengiven, con-
soious that we are “not ready or prepared to t the righteous -
Judge. But if one’of our most ignorant neighbors informs us that -
he has' heard two men ploting together to burn’down dur house, -
in the course of a month, and had not determiifed upon the night,
would any of us lie down, carelessly and' composedly, without
placmga watch, or making due preparation to ward off the dan_
ger., We believe thete is not one in a- thousand who would beso
insensible and foolish as to risk such a danger without prepara-
tion or concern about it. And yet the mighty God daily
witnesses his holy word trampled upon, and almost entirely disre.
garded although the consequences are. of-infinitely greater impor-
tange to us. Man’s word is respected and acted upon, whilst the
word of God is treated with the most profourid contempt and-in-,
difference. Lt us wake up to a sense of our real condition'#hd
‘danger. We must all stand before the judgment seat of Chiists
then shall we learn that God’s word, and every iota of‘ ity Wﬁl -
stand firm as the pillars of eternity. Who of us now belie¥ &
unwavetingly the word of our divine Redeemer. It will not'dd
to doubt, ‘‘for he that wavereth is like a wave of. the sea, driven
_ by the wind and tossed ; for let not that man think that he shall -
receive anytﬁmg of the Lord. A double minded mag isunstable—
in all his'ways.” We must not disbelieve one word of all that
" Jesus Christ has commanded, or has promised, else’we make him
a liar. Who of us really believes that for every idle word we
speak we shall have to give an account- thereof in the day of
judgment:—W-e--sometimes think and say that we have not the
power at all times to regulate our words and govern our paSSmns, .
but this wllt only be a fig-leaf covexmg; the real cause why wes
* cannot regiilate qui words and pagsion is because we do not*bet"
lieve what God. has said of' himself; or of us.” Inthe presence-of .
great and wise ang ‘good men we do restrain our passions and’ re- -
gulate ous wordg; rior do we say anything whxch we fear wﬂl oft
{end them, whlrenwe are in their company.’ Under this, viéw of .
the sub_]ect, our hearts must, in many instances, condeék :
- We can, and.do, honor ‘man, but how greatly do we- dlshonor v
“But how sha}l .[*pl ogress -and be able 1o exemmerthatfaﬁh—whleh —

S i

consta.ntly exelt 1ts contro =
works,” | hear oné inquire. Another says—«I have been for:

years raymg——Loxd increase my faith, and yet iny wavering -
unbelief dishonors God, and déstroys my real peac&of mind:; 4
weep over my leanness and the weakness of my mind dally G
tell me how I may be strong in the faith, lilke. Abrahum; fnd then . _
avill I also glorify the God of lsrael.” The mspxred w'x‘ﬁ%ﬁﬁys’ O
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“show me your faith without your workg, and I will show you
my faith by my works. For as the body without the spirit iz
dead, so faith without works is. dead also.” Then to ascertain
how to gain this important principle, or, at least, to discover why
our faith is weak, let us examine our practice, or our works.

% OQur faith is dead, it is inactive, because our works are not
righteous.. We do not live as we ought to live, and therefore we
have not the faith or confidence which we desire. Except ye
deny yourselves daily, and take up your cross and follow me, ye
cannot be my deciples.” **W homsoever will be the friend of the
world-is the enemy of Gad.” It cannot be sajid to any of us, who
‘neglect these precepts, “well done good and faithful servant;”
hence our genuine, living faith is weak. Are we at all times
governed by our Redeemeér’s words, or precepts?—He says—

- “blessed are yo when men shall hate you, and when they shall -
—separate you-from their company, and shall reproach you, and
- shall cast out your name as evil for the Son of Man’s sake.”
Again, Christ says, “Love your enemies, do good to them that
- hate you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them that dis-
pitefully use you.”” Who of us comply with this°plain precept ?
When all manner of evil is said of us falsely, and every insult
-1s heaped upon us, do- ©; , or-pray for our insulters
and persecuters. Do we ever bear such_treatment with patience?
1t will net do for us to'say- that we cannot ‘comply with the requi-
- sitions-of -Jesus Christ that would make him-unreasonable and
" unjust. ‘Rather let us say honestly, “such trials are net plessing
to our fallen natures and we will not obey the command of Christ
- whenexercised under them.”” This neglect to _do- the works
which we know are required of us is the cause, the only cause,
- why our faith is weak. “For, if our heart condemn us, God is
_ greater than our hearts, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our
~ heart condeinn-us not, then-have-we.confidence toward God, and
whatsoever we ask, we receiye of him, because we keep his com- -
mandments, and do those thi%gs that are pleasing im his sight.
And this is his commandment—that we should believe on the
- namé of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another.

1 wish to have the reader understand that the kingdom spoken
of in this commandment is the temporal-kingdom, or the order of
overnment that is te be established for the.-saints in these days=.
The spiritual kingdom or_church is already established in the
earth ; first, on the 6th of April, 1830, and re-established upon ™
the same fouindation, June 26th; 1848 - T'he question-ig often.ask-
_ed, by what.authority. was the church established anew-—whotias - .
" “the_right to-lead-the-people-of Ged, &c.. “In_the word of the
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Lord to his people, the following propheey is recorded: ‘“Thus
saith the Lord, in those'days one will I cause to be appointed, to -
go forth and build up the kingdom of righteousness, and he shall
call together all those that desire to keep'my commandments, all
those that love peace and truth, that remain faithful and sieacffast-,
that turn not aside from.the right way.” Again, in another place,
Lsdras says—¢The Most High shall, in those times, (when the
earth is filled with violence, and the land of Bethsula -with all
manner of crimes,) call and-appoint one who shall- call together
the pure in heart, and cause them to assemble at the place ap-
pointed, from whence they shall, from time to time, go-forth to
the land that is prepared for an everlasting inheritance for the
saints. 1t was in obedience to this, the revealed_will of the
Lord, that [ visited Kirtland, with the invitation to all the mem-
bers of the church to unitetin this work. A few received -it,
and with the determimation to-build upon the first. foundation,
which is the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, we commenced
rejecting all doctrines and principles that are not in accordance

~with thosé that. are taught in the New Testament and book of
Mormon. o ' ' ’ ik
" In the last named book, we find a rule given by which wéZean
determine what is of God and what is not, with zs much ease as

~Wwe-g dio! _difference between the daylight amd‘the
dark night: Now this being true all that remains to be: i
order to know, even with a perfect knowledge, from what source
those writings of Esdras proceed, is to examine them carefully
and honestly, and with the book of Mormon in-his hand, and be- .
lieving it to be the word of God, given for the instruction of the
saints, he must be blind, indeed, who says he cannot decide whether
these things be true or not, and he who condemns it as false, must
also condemn the rule referred to, for it is utterly impossible fo:-)
any one, however diligently he may, search, to find one word in
all those writings that teaches aught but righteousness, to:love
God, and to serve him, and to kedp his commandments. “And
while they teach these, things, they reveal the plaee of safety or
the place for he gathering of the saints. The time when the firstf

~.company shall §tart is not positively stated, but I think I am safe

in saying that nene will go until two years after the-re.establish-

- ment of the church, or until after the 27th of June, 1850, and -

- alsothtat-we-will-arrive-at the place_sppointed before the-close of
S &”:‘ ilgcbut-how.lo Q@ﬁ@ﬁzﬁ@é&&i&ﬁ#é&dﬁw

not - prepared to say. These conclusions “are drawi from the==

writings of Esdrgs, and are sufficiently definite fory every practix

cal puarpose. As for the route we shall travel, Eédras says

: nothing, and for_the present it i immaterial what road we shall

= . take in going there, for it i§ written that all shall” be-inade plain
~ beforeus. - The following description of California is copied from
a late work entitled—=“Scenes in the Rocky Mountains, Oregon,

TE
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California, New Mexico, Texas, and the grandprairies,””-by
Rufus B. Sage. (See page 1883.) :

- On referring to-the map, a large extent of country will be
noticed, bounded on the north by . Oregon, east by the Rocky
Mountains, south'by the lower province and gulf of California, -
together with the Rio Gila, which separates it from Sonora, and
west by-the Pacific, situated between latitudes 32° and 42° north,
which is now known as Upper California. The entire country
i3 more or less broken by hills and mountains, many of them tow-
ering to a height of several thousand feet above the level of the -
sea, whose summits, clothed with eternal show, overlook the valleys
of perennial verdure, that so often lie around them. The most

‘noted of these are the California or Cascade, which, by intersect-
ing the province from north to solith, separates it into two grand
natural divisions properly denominated Eastern and Western
California. The above range, though higher than the principal

- chain of the Rocky Mountains, is passable at several points. [t" *
is situated inland from the Pacific,at a distance varying from one
hundred and fifty to four hundred miles, tracing its way with
dimjnished altitude adown the isthmus which forms the Lower

~_province. - Owing to its locality, a description of the: Eastern

- Division seems to come first-in-order- : o

- 'This division contains about 330,000 square miles. The north-
ern’part is mostly a barren and uninhabitable waste, with a few
ferfile spots. A minute description of this portion is given by the
author of the work just quoted, but will be omitted here. *“Be.
tween the Colorado river and the California mountdins, south of
the cheerless desert above described, the prospect is far more flat-
tering, the hills-are of varied altitude, and are“usually clothed

“" with grass-atid-timber, while comparatively few -of them are’de-

- nuded to.any_great extent. ‘The landscape is highly picturesque,
and pleasantly- diversified With meuntains, -hills, 4nd. valleys,
which afford every variety of ‘climate and-soil. This section is
principally watered by the Rio'Virgen* and lateral streams, and
though little or no rain falls in- the summer months, the copious-

- . ness-of nightly dews in some measure make up Yor this defeet.

The superfice of the valleys fanges from ofie to three féet in

T oanerall:

‘depth, ar consists of sedementary deposits,. and the
=debris;of-rocks, botne. from ighboring hills by aqueous =
attrition, which, mingled wi 1 4 smponidatdsise.

- of clay and sand, and- various organic and vegetable remains,
-unite 10 form asoil of admirable fecundity, rarely” equalled-by
that of any-other-country. . ~The hills, However, are unfit for cul-

= --tivation to-any great extent, owing to their. cBmmon sterility as -
- - well-as the abundance of rock in many places, yet they might
serve a_good purpose for grazing lands. ~ Thé prevailing rock is
-~ -said to.be sand-stone, lime-stone, mica-slate, trap-and basalt. The
minerals, copper, iron;.coal, salt, and sdlphut. —Garie exists i
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gre&% abundﬁﬁeer*ong wiiich are included antelope, deer (bl&el%
and white tailed), elk, bear, and immense quantities of water- -
fowls.. Large herds ‘of wild horses and cattle, also, are not  ufi-
frequently met with, Timber is usually a scarce article, which
constitutes one grand- fault in the entire séction ‘of Eastern”Cali-
fornia. This evil, however,. is partially remedied by—a mild
climate, and only a comparatively small amount of wood.is re-
quired for building, fencing, and fuel. Fruits ‘of all kinds, inde-
. genious to the country, particularly grapes, are found in great
profusion, and those native only to the torrid and teffiperate zones,
may also be successfully cultivated, Among the grasses, grains, .
and vegetables, growing spontaneously in some parts, ake red
clover and oats, (which attain a most luxuriant bulk,) flax and
onions, the latter not unfrequently equ'tllmg in sjze the proudest
products of the far famed gardens of W ethersfield. -

W are now naturally led back to the Colorado, and the coun-
try lying between it and the Sierra de Jos Mimbros range en the
east. This division embraces much choice land in its valleys,
but the hills and high-lands present much of the dryness and
sterility incident to the grand prairies. The valley of the Colo- ..
rado averages from five to fifteen miles broad for a distance of
- nearly two hundred miles above its mouth. We now come to .
~ the south-eastern—extremity of the province, bordering upon the
Rio Gila, which separates it from Sonora, and lymﬂ%Wth
Colorado and the-Sierra de los- Mimbros range. This tract,
though less fertile as a general thing, partakes of much the same .
characteristics as thaton the opposite side of the Colorado, and - -
upon Rio Virgen, south of the Digger country, which was sp-fully
described upon a former page. The soil is not generally so
sandy, and the landscape is far more rough and broken. The _
bottoms of the Colorado and Gila, with their tributaries, are broad
rich and well timbered. Every thing in the shape of vegetatlon
attains a lusty size, amply- evmelﬁg the exuberant fecundity of .
the soil producing it. There are*many sweet spots in the vicinit;
of both these streams, well deserving the name of earthly Eden.
* Man here might fave sumptuously, with one continued feast spread
before him, by.the spontaneous products of..tho earth, and revel '
in-perennial spring, or luxuriate amid unfading summer. Yet,
nolwnhﬁ_tahndmgthe* othmkattraehonaheldgt, ‘gamg is .much 1ess

h “th"' ¢ parts, probablyowm gto the. wanmthn;""' _
: TooRy KT-.}. r 4h

. plentiful

" marks its. presence from that of other seasonsns*the contmuatlon
of rainy and damp weather for some two or three months.-"Ehe
entire Eastern Division of California. possesses a unifor mlv salu-
brious and healthful atmosphere ; sickness, 5o far as tny ] know-
ledge extends, is rarely known. The natives, for the mast part,
may be cousidered fuerrdly, or, at least, pot dangerous. - ~8omo of !
_them, in-the _neighborhood « of the Gllﬂ. and the Gulf of Cahforma,
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are partlally advanced in civilization, and culm'tte the ground,
taising corn,- melons, pumpkius, beans, potatoes,- &c. Thess
(Indians) live in fixed habitations, constructed of wood and coated
with earth, ina conical form, much like the Pawnee huts. The
condition and character of these, tribés present most flattering in-
« ducements for missionary enterprise, and should efforts for their -
aitielioration be put forth by zealous and devoted men, a glorious
fruition of their most sanguine hopes might soon be expected.
There are no seftlemerits of either whites or Mexicans, to my
knowledge, throughout the whole extent of this territory. Indi-"
ans may, therefore, be considered ils only inhabitants, other than
the strolling parties.of trappers and traders that now and then
travel it, or temporarily establish themselves within its limits. Of
course, then, this division of California must be considered with-
out a peopleor a government. The Rio Colorado risesin latitude —
'42 dgg. 30 min. north, and empties into the Gulf of California
%zxntude 320 nmth and, following its wihdings,-it is some
welve or fifieen hundxed mlles in length, This stream, with its
numerous tributaries, is the only river worth naming in Eastern
California, and, to a great extent, serves to water that country:
Owing to the l*ﬂ.p'ifhty of its current, and. its frequent falls and
———eascades,the navigation is entirely destroyed till within one
.handred miles of the mouth, at the head.of tide water; from this- —
on rio further interruption occurs, -and-the depth is sufficient for
. vessels bearing several hundred tons burden. The Gila rises in
| the Sierra de los Mimbros rahge, and pursues a west south-west-
erly course, till it discharges itself into the bay. of the Color ado.
Its whole lengthis about eight hundred miles, for most of which
distanéd its navigation is lmplactlcable, with the exception of some
forty miles or more at its mouth. These two rivers are said to
- afford immense quantities of fish, especlally near—theirconfly-
ence with the Gulf of California. ‘The Gulf also contains a
large variety, and exhaustlgss supphes, of the finny tribe, to-
. gother with several species of the crustaceous and testaceous or-
“’dér. Among the last named. are lobsters, crabs, clams and.
oysters.. Oysters are yery numerous, and include in variety the
. genuine mother pearl.’! - -
“;‘Another extract from the same wmk “By’ mformatlon de~
ived from varibﬁﬁu?’ s, T-am enabled to -present- thefollowmg .
atett tativéits: teFesting-people.zThe:Munchiesare.n. ..
- nation of white abongmes actually exxstmg in a valley among the
,-Slexm de los Mimbros chain, upon--one of the affluents of the
Gila, in the extreme north-eastern part of tﬁe‘prownee -of -So..
nora. They number abeut elght ‘hundred in all. Their country
is surrounded by lofty mountains at nearly évery point, and is
well watered and. very fertile, though of limited. extent: Their
. dwellings are spacious 1 #partments, neatly excavated in the hill-. -

sxdes, ‘and arefrequently cut in the”s?ﬂxﬂ rock. . Thisy wubsist by -

4
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agriculture, and raise cattle, horses afid sheep. Their features
correspond with those of Europeans, though with a complexion
perhaps somewhat fairer, and a form equally if not more graceful.

Among them are many of the arts and -comforts of civilized life.

They spin and weave, and mannfacture butter-and cheese, with-

many of the luxuries known to more enlightened nations. Their
political ecqnomy, t houo'h much after the patriarchal order, is
purely repubhcan in its character. The old men exercise the
supreme control in-the énactment and execution of laws. = These

laws are usually of the most simple form, and tend to promete’che -

general welfare of the community. They are made by a con-
cutrent majority of the seniors in council, each male individual,

~ over a specified age, being allowed a voice ‘and a vote. Ques-

tions of right and wrong are heard and affjusted-by a committee,
selected from the council of ‘seniors,"who are alse empowered to

redress the injured, and pass sentence upon the eriminal. In °

morals they are represented as honest and virtuous—in religion
they differ but little from other Indians. They are strictly men
of peace, and never go to war, nor even as a common:thing op-

pose resistance to the hostile incursion of surrounding nations.

On the appearance of an enemy they immediately retreat” with
their cattle, horses, sheep, and other~valuables, to mountain

— —caverns fitted-at all times_for their reception, where, bysbarricad-

mg the entrances, they are at. once secure witho grﬁe\

arms. Inregard to their origin they have lost all knoW}edge,
and even tradition.”

‘Such is the description given, by a disinterested traveler, of
the country, and its native inhabitants, where the Lord:-has-direct-
ed those who love righteousness to assemble and build up ‘His

kingdom. Let the reader compare the foregoing with the dis-

_____eription contained in the. song of Enoch, pubhshed in 1843, as

follows e,

Where the wide spre'&ding waters reflect the blue sky,
And refreshing, cool zephyrs forever draw nigh,
And in the rough mountains the hard minerals sleep ;
Wheére the mountains, the vales, and the wxde-spreadig plains
. ) coveredwﬁlt}rverdure,-wuh choice herbs and grain--.
i ‘may dwell; ”?i thevamts have their fill,

R A ey e R e S

Along the broad river,

Anothér of the lnsplred writers speaks as follows of this land :

In modern days, when saints are few,

And wicked men their caurse pursue, n

‘ When uriopposed they pass_aleng, '
e _Am;g,qg, a rxch and powerful thron

e ‘_,.,“_ﬁﬁq...f R e

~
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. A people few, a people weak,
=~ Upon the shore for peace shall seek, - :
And to the king and prince of days o

) o .~ 7 A city on this land shall raise, T
Jx —Whose glory all the world shall see, -

# Before which kings shall bow the knee.
When every other land shall weep,
And war has spread both wide and deep,
When cities burn and nations sink,
And the prond powers become extinct,
Then'shall this land in glory rise
Above all powers beneath the skies ;
Regardless of the fire and ﬂood,
They trust-in God’s prevallmg word,
But not in numbers, forts or arms,
Or war's unrighteous, vain alarms-

* The place selected by the Twelve for the gathering of the
=saints is near lat. 40° north, in a valley on the shores of the
Great Salt Lake. The country in which they have settled is

\eee&pie%whﬂilmltlnd\xang,imbe that has not made the least
progress in civilization; indeed a part of this nation are represent—— —
ed as: “treﬁcherons, and ill- dlSposed, and dangerous .opponents to -
‘the whites, wherever any opportunity is afforded.” The soil of
the valley is said to be good, but Bringham Young states that “it
will'require 1rngauon,” watering by artificial means, to produce
crops, for rain does not fall in the summer months. to any extent.
- Winter is not there unknown, as in the valley of the (Joloxado,
— covered withsnow to the depth of several inches
~ during the winter months. The site

is more than five hundred miles from any navigable water com-"
municating with the Ocean, consequently nothing can be import- -
ed or exported, to or from -that place, without an overland car-
rage of from five to seven hundred miles. Timber is also ver

. scdrce-in that place, there being none within ten miles of the
7cxty ’I‘hese facts are drawn from the wntlngs of the latest and

Lompane the two placesa.n -y W onea-betive
- the works of God and the worksof man. You wal saeathe supe-
" riority of the wisdom and the ways of the most High over the
councils of the ungodly. You will s8¢ how much more éxcellent
a place the Lord hath chosen for the gathering of the church,
- than-has been chosen by. the T'welve. I therefore call upon all
- before whom this may come, to relmqulsh the vain idea of build. -
Tangrup ity -in-the—valley--of e, and also ‘abandon
~ andcease from the false: Hoctrmes atd pmctices “of_thoge Who Tead
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astray the people that were gathered in the name- of the Lord, and .
then come and unite in this work with clean hands and pure hearts,
—_and your reward shall, in this world, be an inheritance in the’
kingdom that shall never pass away, and in the world to come life
everlastxng ‘ . o Y

S 3

Ameriean Annquntles.---'ﬂ‘ranslauon oﬁ Hleré-
~- ) glyphics. '

For the last ﬁfteen years tnis subject has been the ‘theme of
many gifted writers, and the study of many learned antiquarians,
who all agree upon one point, viz : That this contmen‘,ior, at
least, that part of it now known as Mexico and Central America,
has been peopled by a race of men who attained a high degree of
civilization, and who employed a kind of hieroglyphical writing

—in 1ecoxd1ng.events, many fragments of which still existin Cen-
tral America and Mexico, upon the Monuments . of Qpan and
Quirigua, the tablets of Polenqua, the Pyramld of Xochagplco,
&c. That the mysterious characters found in these places con-
tain the history of their builders, is the-opinion of the most intel-

———ligent travelers who have visited them. The ruins of seventy.
ancient cities have been discovered, some. of _them of great
extent, and decorated with symbolical figures and hieroglyphics,
amply 111ustratmg the wealth, skill, and civilization of the un-

~ known people once inhabiting them.- But after all the researches.
of the enterprising travelers, . and the diligent inquires of the
antiquarian, the subject is still shrouded in darkness, the origin
and history of those nations ara alike unknown. The modern

_____traveler gazes with admiration and. astonishment upon their works,
= anmglﬁmm J ic_and symbolic or-
naments with which they ddorned, and is finally Ted to gon--
clude that an origibal race, déreated upon this continent, has exist-
ed for unknown ages, and who, in power, civilization and enter-
prise, rivalled the -greatest nations.of antiquity in the old World,
have at last been overthrown, and the knowledge of the language .

_ i which theip_history is written, lost, he fears;-forever. “But
: thexe s 8 (504 i;a;venih&t }evealeth SBQLetS,” and who has smd

by whxehte Ve ZfF oenrliest- 8208,
may be brought to light. . By means of the glft that God has
“ given e, I have made some discoveries relative_to-those hiero-
glyphics, which/I beligve will prove a Key to the Ianguage of the
Tolteoan nations who erected the vast works found in the South-
ern _portion:of North America.  The dlscoverxesl have made-r
may be bijefly sti ated-as foljows: =~ ~ -
1 Thig:higroglyphics are not alphabeué nor syllab;o,i bm, like _
i " ST M
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the Chmese mode of writing, each character represents a word,
e same chafacter always having the same slgmﬁcuuon.
2. Severalcharacters were placed together, forming a block,

- 50 ag to present a more uniform appearance than they otherwise
woulds ———————

3. They were generally placed in vertical columns, and read
- from top to bottom ; in some instances, however, they are arrang
ed horizontally, and read from left to right.

4. These hieroglyphics were in use among dxﬁ"erent nations
whose spoken languages were not the same, the character in
almost-every instance, retained their - orlgmal meanmg, though
called by a different name.

5. These hieroglyphics were inuse at a very early penod and
the. history of the New World is written in them as petfectly as
the History of the old is written in records of antiquity.- [f I
could command the means requisite for the accomplishment of

--such awork, I would publish a Key to the American hieroglyph-
ics, by‘the aid of which any intelligent person might become suf-
ficiently~ fequainted with the ancient languages of the abougmal
nations to decypher the inscriptions on their ruined edifices with.
‘the same ease and assurance that the learned antiquarians ean
read the hieroglyphics of Egvpt [ will now present the trans.
lation of a few hieroglyp ich-are found-at Copan, and the
copy of.them may be fouud on page 141 of Stephens travels in

Central America, &c. In this instance the charactersare placed -~

in horizontal lines, commencing at the left hand block of the up-
per line.
_ SIGNIFICATIONS.

1 block, 3 characters, A monumént erected over the grave of the~

- - King, o
mmw

“- By the Natjons of Peace.-
“ Ans1beda, the son of Chima,
-« The fifteenth King of Copan,
' - The deceased King
.G Enlarged his Dominions ey
4 —From the seanto_theiland,o_.; i

TTACTSTS OIF te pages. hoping‘thatn
) ) not, ,ligf‘;i‘ n’)yself‘ Wwoll sttt
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shown incorrect. ldesu'e that it may be tested, as:I believe ity
will.ultimately be the means of throwing & ﬁood of light on the."
oarly history of this continent. J. C. B—REWSTEK.

[N

-
' ' Translated from Esdras.

' Risé’" son of Righteousness, arise, - C T
~ With healing in thy wings,
" Ilume these long benighted skies,
: ~ And show us better things. - :
. 7 - I\(Iamﬂe way of—Pam, o -
o Thy captive children free, ' o ‘
Let truth and peace and joy inereass .-
Ou earth continually.

—r

‘:r'*- -

PN 5y

~

T i ¢
Essay on Prophecy. [Ccntinued from page 96.]

- Whatever the cause may be, it is evident that a universal in-
terest is felt by professing Chrlstmns of all denominations, in re-
"W&GMMM@MCI eclesiastical, that are -
- moving the foundations of the earth oum“s,
[Ps. 82d, 5th,|-and while they contemplate with increasing
anxiety the present-aspect of the world, and desire, as did Nebu-
chednezzar, to know not, as he did, what should come to pass in
the latter days, but what ‘shall be the end of the vision ‘now be--
fore them, even in this generatién, when the stons cut out of the )
mountain is to fill the whole earth, yet, in the midst of all these:
— '——'—ﬂ»meanuszy anticipate will revolutionize the world .
and change its entire government, and introdues-a-scene-infinite.
ly more glorious and grand than any that has dawned upon our -
world since the creation, when the. morning stars sang together,
the blind”sectarian, whose only fear towards God is taught him-
by the precepts of men, will gravely tell us that there is to-be no " .
more prophets, that the small portion of what has been revealedto~——
' mzm‘i that is cent&lngd ine theser;ptums Qf the Old and New Tes- ‘

4@ and to stand, approw?ed before the.. Son of Man., But bef‘ore We'

—direct the attention of the honest enquirer after the ‘truth. that
‘pertains to the temmmﬁ)f truth— concerning- - -
the marvellgus works of the Lord in the restitution that he has
promised to bring to pass in the latter days, in the establishing of

"a universal Kingdom that shall fill-the" whole-earth,_and conse..
_quently no other domlmon can exist on the ?face of the .earth; W

www,Latterpamith org




R

say, that as the Lord hath so, kindly- condescended to reason with -
fnan, in so domg, he has shéwn that his ways, however inscruta-
ble to our circumscribed knowledge, in many of hisiworks, yet,
when comprehended, that principle or rule of his works, which
__ _to us may now be most mysterious; will, so far from controverting
the present knowledge he hm
acter as revealed in his word, and which he has addressed to our
Teasoning powers, be in perfect ‘accordance with the plain
understanding we now have of the attributes of his character,
Holiness, Justice, Goodness, and Truth, which are broughtto light
by the principles of the Gospel. Now the characteristic features
—of these priticiples are so clearly revealed in-man, by theinspira. =
tion of the Almighty, that giveth him understanding, that his jus-
tification or condemnation, his happiness or misery, is the result
of his obedience or disobedience-to them.. Here we may analyze
the attributes which we ascribe to our Heavenly Father, and show
-that we do not mistake their signification when applied in our con-
duct fowards each other; thus, holiness, another word for right.
eousness, is the opposite of umwhteousneSS, justice is the opposite
of injustice, goodness or mercy of unkindness or cruelty, and
truth is the opposite of error or falsehood. That these attributes
that mark the character of the Deity are inseparably connected,
is manifest from the fact that a violation of any one of themis a
‘vidlation of the principles of the whole; thus, if I tell a false-
Thood 16 the injury of another, 1 violate the principles of truth, of
~goodness, of justice, and of righteousness towards him in that one
act. Hence the saying of our Lord——if a man keep the whole
law, and in one point only offend, he is guilty of all.” And
__why? Verily, because he does violence to every atiribute in_the
‘glorious character of his adorable and divine law- -giver. Hence,
___ also, the command of our Lord—*L.ove your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray forthem
that despitefully use you and persecuie you, that ye may be the
children of your Father which is in heaven;” and an Apostle
sums up the whole thus: “the whole Law is fulfilled in this-one.:
word—thou shialt love thy nelghbor as thyself. Love workethno
ill to hig'neighbor, therefore, Liove is the fu]ﬁllmg of the Law.”
We aré, therr, brought 1r1'e31stably to the conclusion that, from
grep of E_rfectmn, mspired

<53
?ff
z
‘53
)

yt e exergise of t ] : R
" ted every principle or rule of. action (as law), to govem every
~‘mielhgent.hnaccpuntable be4 in his universal don dommlon e

[To be conimucd ]
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NOL. I. KIRTLAND O, FEBRUARY 1849 ),

Tesued’ M‘onﬂﬂY &t ﬁne :Boﬁar per-apnunl, Edite:Lb
_lished by HAZEN ALDRICH.

~

Jluence -is e\,tended in all the oreatxon of God and Lhat oxﬁﬁe‘oﬂﬁéf
hand, the principles of hatred (its:_opposite) iy the IOOI,-J}&§;I}§BB
pxod’ucuve-of dll {the evils, both ‘mentpl and physical, tsbm hgve
blighted: maédeféﬂeummanhewaHMQ the.glo-
~zious:works of the Infinite God, so that the falling tear; the .pen-
sive sigh, the hegvmg bosom, the orphan’s moan, the widow’siwail,
or the . plamnve gong, all; all tell ug,.in accents not to be-mis
derstood, that an Bpemy: leth entered , this fair;portion, ofgghe
ation, and has spread a-pestilential influence in every -land, zibd
in every clime,. fixing on the vispge of. every animal bemg,, the
indellible impress-of pain and:death; and writing on: :everyahlet,

- like Ezekiel’s Roll, .the dolorous .spunds of L&mentat;on,jlagnd
mnurmm‘r and woa, \;V hen theleforg we. eomemnlate fhut Bﬂml-
ty.or hatred hath prevailed.giainst. love, ever since.. itsifirst guc-
cessfuliattack-in the gardeny «of. Eden, .and will,continue o, ;prevail

- agamst the: Saints till. theﬁAnclem of- ,Days sha%&l;t g lwhgt ma’gvel
is; it that the loving kindness of- the Lo,rd shauld open;the: visipns
of the futureslo those holy-men, who. lived in, the, T8t ages.of tha -
world, and who,-were to fam@f .entering iato their sxest till they
hadgslept fomhousands&f -yearsin the dust of the.earth,.. Bu;,

mdences ef~1he conLumed ze_vela.tm,, " hg,g '

R y T
rve to shog }hat they not; on\y had thp kn@w edge thagpme _
-earth swould: rest from. violenge; -hut; tht till: then,

would their redemption: from gil’ th& evilgof sin be. perfeqted;gnd
_ their enjoyment -full. .« We comnience .with- ithe history:of 6ur
fathar, Adahy whoy 1lfrmeafs—b ‘his _death, called.t _Qggher ,
“the Hepd Fa&hers, ar Patriarchs of, the ) families. jof seven. genere-
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ations, to wit : “ Seth, Enos, Caiman, Mahalaleel, Jared, Enoech,
and Methusaleh,”-who were all high priests, and the residue of
his posterity, who were righteous, into.the valley of Adam Ondi
Ahman, and there bestowed upon them his last blessing, and the
Lord:appeared unto them, and they rose up, and blessed Adam, and

called him Michael, the Prince, the Archangel, and the Lord ad-
- ministered comfort unto Adam, and said unto him : “ I have set

- thee to be-at the head :: a multitude of nations shall come of thee, ‘

and thou ‘art a prince over them forever. ‘And Adam stood up.in
the midst-of the congre%atlon,and noththstandmg he was bowed
down with age, bemg full of the Holy Ghost, predxcted whatsoev-

~ ershould befall his posterity unto the latest generation. These _

- things were all written in the book of Enoch, and:are to be tes-.
tified of in due time,” and that Enoch: did behold the latest gen--
eration, we have the testimiony of Jude, saying, *“-And Enoch,

also the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, bghold

the Lord cemeth with ten thousand of his Saints, to execute-
judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among:
-them of" all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com-

miitted, and all their hard speeches which ungodly' sinners have
spoken.against him.” - Nor is Abraham less favored of the Lord
to -obtaln” promives, for he not only received the covenant of cir-
cuimoision, by which he had the promise of all the land from the
.xiver of Egypt to the Euphmtes, for the everlasting possession of
his literal .seed ; but also, through- the righteousness of faith in
the promised seed of Christ, not only his literal seed through
Isaac, but all the families or nations of the eajth should be bless-.

ed: Hence by faith he saw the sufferings of Christ, and the-

glory that should follow, and-attained to the charbicter of the.

_friend of God. Hence also the-

, saymg of Christ, “Abraham rejoiced-to. see my day and: was

glad.”” Isaac also blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things.to-

come. Jacob, about to sleep with fils fathers, calls his sons and:

says, gather yourselves together, that:I: may telkyou that which

shall befall you in the last days. But'the witnesses, who saw by

faith the promised restitution afar off, obtained the promisa of its

‘enjoyment, increased insomuch ‘that Baulv says, the time would

fad ‘him to-call-them up ;- and -he £ompdres. them ato a eloud. of”
. ho all,dxed in fagth ot bavmg recewed the promise.

. of menemy, or ruling power, gt{’éhwouidrr
man should overcome all hxsg@rxncxpalmes audqpowers, bind the-
strong man, his onemy, and ‘spoil his authorigy. And: conse..
quently that they Weré ds pilgrims and strangers, nor having any
_enduring inheritance. “This being the case, we understand:why- -
the Aﬁostla should say-that the whole creation groaneth. and tray-.
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) “thehistéryeefitheuncientBaints,.
establish the faot most clearly that ‘they-- wmfavered with the-
g o hengcem that the earth was- m the possessnon *
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aileth together in pain until now. Not enly those spirits of just

men made perfect, whohave put off their earthly house or taber- -
nacle, but we, also, who are of the first fruits of the Wmt, and
while we are at home in the body do groan, not that we might be

as the spirits of the just have been, who have put off their mortal-
ity as corruption; but that we might be clothed 4u&grnyl,t_l‘) qur
house from Heaven, that mortality might be swallowed up ol life.
If, then, the whole creation are anxious to enjoy thejr bpdlps in-

corrupuble, with what intense, yea, with what inexpressihle desﬂ}i

must the souls under the altar ‘of them that have been slain_for
the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus, as weﬂ as ail 1
spirits of just men made perfect,’ look upon the seeges that are
now a(‘tmg in this world’s great theatre, and: 'W’hx‘éhwvﬂhmrvﬂttcai"
them into its possession as their everlasting inheritance, in the res-
urrection of their bodies to life eternal! Now if thig is the gene-
ration-in the which these momentous revolutions are to-be effected
it is of the first importance that we understand the succggdmg
events that shall bring to passthe “end of the vision;’’ this. ?l‘mgs
us to the subject of prophecy, for the apgel said to Daniel that
though none of the wicked should understand, the wme sfxould
understand. Now they can only understand by the spu‘ﬂ: of. pro-
phecy, or the study, of prophecy. In the aneient schools of proph-:
ets it is evident that they not only reasoned from cause to effact,
(philosophically,) but physically and morally: Physically, tiius,
when Ahab, with his mighty hosts, aided by that of Jehosﬂphat, ’
the King of Judah, the whole four hundred prophets of Ahab,
were unanimous in the prediction that Ahab would prevail, on thg
same principle, or rule, that we should: predict, that an army o
the United States would overcome the like number of n mtqred’
~Mexicansin battle. Another rule by which men attained the char-
mﬁijmgudy-eﬁpmph
principles.  Thus when a ndtion or kingdom became dlvide;i p}gg
violende and anarchy mcreasécfv .among the people, they, from
study of history, could view’it'as the infallible precurser of ruin.
Flence it cannot be sipposed that the prophets of the King of Ju-
dah were esteemed as false prophets: on the contrary, their predic-
tions in many instarces, ebtaiped for them not only a living, bug_
honor also. “All the above principles of propheey maéQbe obtaine. ..«
ed by the study of prophecy, withiout the gift of the- Haly G
“bu when the Lord hath de o doa ygg;;k l{ndéend
natural causes, or above ifetice, he g
410 his servants, the prophets, by the gnf’t of Lhe Holy Ghos,. 7
___ the caseof the prophecy of Isaiah agninst Senncheub, t>ha King -
of Assyria; Havmg m Wﬁmﬂﬁs jchh —
all prophecy is given; that is, by study, or by the. lmmedtate in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit, we will expmine the Tgo;md on
which is predicated the prophecy that ¢ ace TTQ the rong ugjr
of time, the révelation o Jesus Christ from Heaven, with. hus

s
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mxghw’a'ngh]k in flainin o'ﬂre, o take Vcngcnnce on them that lmow
not God, and chey not the Goepel may be loked for xmmedla'elv,
ard cpr;tmua’lly, antil’ he shall come. ~This position, obtained by
the study‘af ‘chronolo brmgs all tllOSn who p.ofess to 10\0 his
ap‘pealm gconc WT&L all thepe Jew
oF Gentile; ,concexnmo' Zxon or Jexusulem tlmt ‘are to be accom-
pii%ﬂed before the coming of the Son of M: m, have been fulfilled.
Now it i§" evidert that nmong the thousands that have predicted
the coming of Christ, on dates that are passed, not one has dove
it by the’ Holy Ghost, the Spirit by whxch the plOpLeH spoke, and
Wiote; 6 - Ghost _erreth not in sho&vxi things to come.
Here suﬂ‘eLme Dot to detract, by my per, from the excellent spirit
of the mavy ihai have looked for, and are now waiiing in daily
expectation ofthe coming Meseiah, for Tbare them xccmd that mn
mofal.gtcellence they are not a whit belind any people w ith whom
I:dm aéquainted; but 1 mske this remark to show how desiyable,
~end necessary it is, thatin the.greatest and mosi eve entful epocii
ofZour world, when revolutions L’Fec“fmg the eternal. interests of
our entn‘e raco are to be made, and, ihat, too, by 1!*[ immecdiate
agency df the great God, we- <hould Lavs the spirit of prophecy
: tcruhdmst'md the th,ngv that beleng to ouf peace,  Come then and
18t ug Pedson together, and passmd the dectringthat we may leol
dmly fofi the"appearing of the Son of Man, let us see if the just
’vprmcxples of reason will permit us to do 1t.  Now any prophecy
that will conflict with th's &ttributes of the Deity, caunct ‘be true;
but ‘the immedinieicoming of the Lerd, 'to punmh with an ever.
Ia’ﬁtmg destriciion, all who, know not God, and obey not his Gos-
re] ﬂ*duld conPlct with all ‘his dttn.)ute ; hc}efom, such & pro-
B;tnue.' for how couid ha judge and mndemu
nations ‘for x‘ot o’Leymg a law they ve NOVCE TOGEIVE Y
heﬁevmg ina name, of w hxcb by t;)e Gozpel, they have hever
heard’t ' _ '

Oaét beheﬁg%@ahi@m‘xa, or nbe coramau'y 'E;e‘ymmd Ehe
it R Wnlﬂemnéss ﬂji Elehxma.

OE" The J‘éﬂdcﬂ Wﬂlﬁnot,ce 1he uegcx zphon of E:xstern Cahmx-

pogent date I‘o hils' hlStOlV We sul
' ‘6 fas, as‘hnnslated Byﬂames Colin Riewster, and pumed in. hxs "
§eichdeamp_hlet. at ‘Splmgﬁeld ., March 20th, 1843,% showing

a»*péj'fect ¢dincidence in his history i in al] the_geneyal characten\s-:
tics of that countty; as given by our Br., astt anslated {rom Esdras,

Q}om the desc; iption given. bv? —

long béfors dny pariicular aecount tigd boen-given by any other

writer, tfhus wimessm gthe truth of A1 ‘wxitlpgs of the prophet
Mﬂms. “The reader wijl also notxMT& Jand ofBashan Tep-
regents the whole of fhe Californias in the de@cnohon glven by

-
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Esdris, and that the river Bashan.is the Rio CQlorP,go, Jhat emp-
fies ito -the Gulf of Califoraia . N R T

#We boliévé the. fospel that was preaqued“b j}eélus ‘Qhrigt and
“his Apostles, wfmh is comamed in the New qstameg ?‘“d 1& ok

and [ am w1limg {0 believe what he 1evefdb to m:e»,g 160y
be called a humbug by those who- cansider thg;pselv §:dn.h
standmg in the Mormon churgh.,” h’er"ud it not, but,;w'_ 1 *f
God aid ndt manj and, therefore, will Totire beyond the wi
DeIu,_ 3, 91 d’:e land of Lale)rnxa, of , which the f(‘ﬂ

The folIO\viﬁgx descrip,.ion is taken from one-'bf fhe Bt)eksih_ Esdi-as,x fgz
. have ten of. those. Books, in mnnuscrrp‘, which we: .could puhllsh dffWﬁ bnd
suffxcnent means : R N U 23

" Crimare.—~The clxmate of This counny is genera,ll" ';n
emnperate though very different in varxous pf;rts In!
era’ part of Cnleggnm, tﬁrwrm@s%,_ , Y @
weather is mild, there being. fow §toxms, ,,In some: }Jla
is xery dxy, but there is much rain in'the prmn “The*eol
Lsing very hilly, renders the air warmer in wmter, a1
mmmex, than other countries in the same Iautude,,ni?ﬁw h

shore the airis very dry; further souath i it becomes wa;mar,zu bemg
warmerin summer andnot as cold,in wmter asin (,aledom ¥ Soma
ef the. moumams, bemg a mile hlgh, are desultute (;rf bQOWf ‘lel\v
-t faw weeks in thd summer, whieh, togemer"x ith Lhe,sé’ﬁ breezes,
reuders-the weather-mild apd agteeablg. «In‘;bg sog;hem part ok

»»»»»
I

¢ 'ﬂxforma, the heat in sumrger is excesslve, there bemg SCQ]CLIJI
any winter in the valleys...’
NaTIvE PRODUCT[ONS ——The native ‘productxons 0 thxs‘ country*
are vory numerous. The Jet beuy foynd- in Qal@dom%_ grpwm
on a bush ten or twelve, feet high, is a:small blac ;_;er Al bt B de

cious flavor.  Thé Quinta, or wild squash, which gIOWS oi‘i‘fx vm‘é

L

20 or 30 fest lang—-t'xe fruit'ia, small, not excoeding ord 1h’ h
7 mlength thcugh -the vine has adtsagg&e‘uﬁ_’r_e smell, yet it Dy
oopalEnE ey raod o ’

d

and papews, otherwise eblled quishpe, ~ Along the'd n
ver Bashan, is - very singular plant called ]}sl;,, fs ax( I%pt
food when wilted and fr;qd in bul;ex, At the mouth of(ijhe nﬁ/{"-

toss, and corn of an .nf‘er;d; qualny To, the, sou& I;El:s
i *wrlcg rice, sugar cang, aqdiomt&gs, bes ;}es [ ﬂea; variety o[‘

Bashan i is_a shrub bearing small il perries;, there,i 11 it

grapaa, anjong wbmh is the vine of Aulesms,ﬂ
: :IQL”(T AINS. —-lbe mountains of this counfrjr

&l

ré’ vary numg

il?
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 yolfs. - 'The wholé of Caledénin is filled with detached ridges and
summits, some of which are from 2,000 to 6,000 feet high.
‘*“”Fo‘gﬁ ord.—The forests of this country'are principally in Cale-
doiitd.” The principal trees are birch, besch, pak, -chesnut; hiek-

inie; besides thé’se, there is a great number of smaller trees 'o’f less

e

"*Z{Nii&fﬁfﬁé—fl‘ha animals of this extensive-country are. as fol-
-lowk:—the buffalo, which goin herds of several thousands; the
cotiiinén desr, and antelope, the wild gnat that lives chiefly upon
thd mountains; the wild hogs, ghid horses are found in great abun.
dithes ot ‘thie plains, and in the forests the eantacula ot found in

- _some places. Thé elk is common to this country, and thé moose
is seldom found. The ferocious animals, are the red, grey and
black wolves, the black and grisley bears, panthers, two species of
wild-¢ats, besides a great variety of smaller animals, and the wid-
ner, a strong, large and ferocious beast. '

Minerar SpriNes,—There is an iron spring near Kent, and
one of copper in the same mountain, and a medical spring near
the moﬁi}aof the Bashan, for the cure of almost every disease.—
Théje a6 various other medical springs in this eountry, many of
whiich dre of great use to those who shall go théfe. ~ = 4

" Fisngs.—Thé prinotpal fish%of the rivers areé shad, trout, cat-
fish, and eels, besides thess is'the vent, a fish 8 or 4 feet inlength,
{lie sitiida, which is 6 ot 7 feet long, besides a great variety of fish
unknown 10 other waters; the elt is a delicious food; “the cond is
about 20 ches in length, and will weigh from 10 to 15 pounds.
There is o great nnihber of shell fish in-the Gulf. On the coast

- gf Caledonia is herringin great abundance; alsq a species of small
whale;-which furnishes zeg;;%ﬂ‘em oil. ' o

Bins, t8p Wivp Fowrd.—The principal birds of this coun-
try ‘are the same as are common in the'same latitude. There are,
liowever, found hére twospecies of parrots, the gier sagle, and the

 ‘commbrant, and several species of -smaller birds unknewn to the
rést of d, many of which are very beautiful. " The wild
fow)s areH ws—wild tirkeys, hens, ducks, geese, pints, and

- wildoes; and-several-species of smaller water fowls, =~

OBR —Saveralspeciesof serpents are found inthis country,
! ‘ 3 3y e 7‘- ‘fﬁﬁﬁﬁi*s

- MiNERALS.—The minerals of this country are very nimerous,
fron is found ih the mountains of Kent; lead is found North of
Camba and a)so in several places near the-Rosgo (Rio Martires;)
zink andBoppérnsrthe Calmeéntd (Yaquiriver.) ~There isabed .
of silver Tear thé eentre of the Gutf—thersare bedsofslate stone, - -
and coal—there‘are quarties of fine rhitble, some of it is white, ;
others brown, red, and ¢louded with bloe and white. Sevéral other * -
spacies of Stone are found of thebest quality. “There is a quarry 3

- Www,LatterDayTruth.rorg




b [ 118 ]

-of natjve burr-atona near th&mouthﬁ;f -the Basban.s There me
‘alse other mingrals in this country, |
Narvoral bunxosxms.-—-The natural c.urlosmgs of thla coumry
-are very,numerous. _ The prmcnpal of these ar the plains, some
__of which  are 50 or 60 milesin extemrcaveredm; “grass; Glover.
-and grain, Bome af ‘the plains are covered large dou ;
ver of.a very singular appearance. Others are covered w;th a
short fing-grass. There are two or three species of ; g;a;gxfonnd
which, when cultivated, is excellent food for cattle. In.some pla-:
.ces groves and springs of water are found, but for the most, paxt
the plains ate without water. This country is full of curiosities,
which present & very singularappearance:. :There isa smalljake
‘on one of-the mountains of Cahforma, which is exght hundred ﬁ;qq
above the level of the sea; there is also & rock on which charac-
ters are -engraved; there are also. manyasmgular hills in this
country which cannot be mentioned in this book. There are in
‘many places ruins of cities,-and fortifications; there are the ryins
of a fortification near the mouth of ithe Bashan, also the remains
-of a city:at the mouth of the Rosco, and in several other parts of
the country. e
GrawN.—There is in this country a gram, vary much resgm-
bling rye; it grows in wet land, and if mown in Jupe,.it will be
sufficient for the feod of all kmds of cattle. Thera is ggnother,
:somewhat resembling wheat, but is a much coarser grain; it is
found scattered about on the plains; the third species is; smaller -
and much better than the other two: it is found in abunddnce on
the boundary: between the states of Calmenta and Cnspa, also-in
the country of Luthina, and several places along the river Bashan,
or Colorado of the West., L
Divistons.—This - country is divided into many small states;
- there are alse many mountains, lakesi%;g nvers, gulfs, bays, islands,
and harbors, which cannot:be mentioned in this book.’
Extent or Tas Counthy.—This country measures from the
lower point of Vintress to the Northern botndary of Ominda, one
thousand nine hundred and fifty milesy and frons {8 malit
Rosco easiward tothe mountains of Vintray, (Rﬁ‘ék‘yr foui
is one thousand miles.. = _
‘ They thatare saved, shall, go there, the all buitd and inherit,”
N plant and eat the fruit- xhexteof thay shall” wfeur‘Sa%answe—nm .

of all rlghteousness, and- wﬂi destroy Tig :
In this land the wickéd shall have:no poser, for God created
this.land - for the righteous, and they that will seek to keep his
commandments shall go there, and they shall predoh to the Islands
of the sea, and to the nations afar off, and they: shall.go to Bashan,",
_ . which ig in ~Bethsula, (North- America,) by the; sena side; the -
 wicked shall be-afraid, for death shall come into. the land of the

-ungodly. . - o &

WWW. LatterDayTruth org -




xﬁ 120 ]? . R e

Mamﬁsrgns $Hall*ba sden “in: the*hé&irehs* befsreths destriction -
of this nation, (the United Statss‘of“At ne‘x‘lca“)“ﬁ)ere ghall be-
' tr“ﬁ‘érmg,'and rnghmings, an& sto‘vms, the éarth “shall tieinble,
“pll-mén shall bevafraid, for i ~detlcas night,
add-the mghﬂ]gﬁﬁas“day‘%? ings-shall -be+seet sky-whichs
- wilk ﬁil then’ with fear, and their hem'ts shnll f‘aﬂ them because of
tﬁeitﬁt’ngs*w et §Hﬁﬂ*‘ﬁeseen. * S K
' There’ éhﬁll Be blodd; fire; vapor and smoke, but 1hsy that fear
- Giod @id wotk rlghteousness, shill be preserved fromall evil, they  ~
~shulli n6t Be destitlyddh by the: wicked; - neithet'cut of'by theungod- -
lym‘théfeﬁix‘mserve ‘God ‘thitity® 'may ‘be'saved,-for they-that serve

Sutal’ shan“su e}yffzﬂl they shall not remain wlth the smnts of the
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