MINUTES  OF. A

GENERAL CONFERENOE

- “HELD AT
Rirtland, Ohio, Angust 17, 1835,

KIRTLAND EDITION DOCTRINE & COVENANTS.

GENERAL = ASSEMBLY.

AT A GENBRAL = ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF THE
Larrer DAY SAINTS, ACCORLING TO PREVIOTUS NOTICE,
HELD ON THE (7TH OF AvausT, 1885, TOo TAKE INTO
CHNSIDERATION THE LABORS OF A CERTAIN COMMITTEE"
WHICH HAD BEEN APPOINTED BY A GENERAL ASSEMBLY
OF SEPTEMBER 24TH, 1834, AS FOLLOWS:

“The Assembly being duly organized, and after trans-
acting certain business of the church, proceeded to ap-
point a committee to arrange the items of doctrine of
Jesus Christ, for the government of his church of the
Latter Day Saints, which church was organized and com-
menced its rise on the 6th day of April, 1830. These
items‘are to be taken from the Bible, Book eof Mormon,
and’ the revelations which have been given to: said
church up to th1s date, or shall beuntil such arrangement
ismade.

“Rlder Samuel H. Sm1th, for the assembly, moved
that presiding elders, Joseph Smith, jr., Oliver Cowdery,
Sidnéy Rigdon and Frederick G. Williams compose said. -
committee. - The nomination was seconded by Elder Hy-
rum Smith, whereupon it received the unanimous vete
of the assembly.

(StaxmD) OLIVER COWDERY, | /1. ..
’ ORSON HYDE, > | Cumuxs.”
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Wherefore Presidents O. Cowdery znd 8. Rigdon, pro-
ceeded and organized the.high council of the church at
Kirtland, and Presidents W. W. Phelps and J. Whitmer
proceeded and organized the high council of the church

in Missouri.  Bishop Newel K, Whitney proceeded and
organized his counseéllors of the church in Kirtland, and
acting Bishop John Corrill, organized the counsellors of
the church in Missouri: and also Presidents Lieonard
Rich, Levi W. Hancock, Sylvester Smith and Livman
_ Sherman, organized the council of the seventy; and also,
"Elder John Gould, acting President, organized the
traveling elders; and also Ira Ames. acting President,
organized the priests;. and also Eras:us Babbit, acting
" President, organized the teachers; and also Williaw -
Burgess, acting President, organized the deacons; and
also Thomas Gates, assisted by Joan Young, William
" Cowdery, Andrew H. Aldrich, Job: [.. Lewis and Oliver
Higley. as Presidents of the day. organized the whole
assembly. Elder Levi W. Hancock appointed chorister:
~a hymn was then sung and theservices of the day opened
by the praver of President (). Cowdery, and the solemni-
ties of eternity rested upon theaudience " Another hymu
was sung: aftertransacting some business for the church
the audience adjourned for one hour.
| AFTERNOON.—After a hymn was sung, President Cow-
dery arose and introduced the *‘Book .of Doctrine and
Covenants of the church of the Latser Day: Saiuts,” in
behalf of the committee: he was followed by President
Rigdon, who explained the manner by which'they intend-
ed to obtain the voice of the assembly for or'against said
book: the other two commitiee, named above, -were
absent.: ' According to said arrangement W. W. Phelps
bore record that the book presented to the assembly, was
true’; -President John Whitmer; also arose, and testified
that it'was true. - Elder John Smith; taking the lead of
the high council in Kirtland, bore reccri that the revela-
tions in said book were true, and thas the lectures were
judiciously arranged and compiled, and were profitable
for doctrine; whereupon the high'council of Kirtland ac-
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cepted and acknowledged them as the doctrine and cove-
nants of their faith, by a unanimous vote. Rlder Levi
Jackman, taking the lead of the high counecil of the church
in Missouri, bore testimony that the revelations in said
book were true, and the said high council of Missouriac-
cepted and acknowledged them as the doctrine and cov-
enants of their faith, by a unanimous vote.

President W. W. Phelps then read the written testi-
mony of the Twelve, as follows. *““The testimony of the
witnesses to the book of the Lord’s commandments,
-which he gave to his church through Joseph Smith, jr.
who was appointed by the voice of the church for this
purpose: we therefore feel willing to bear. testimony to
all the world of mankind, to every creature upon the face
of all the earth, and upon the islands of the sea, that the
Lord has borne record to our souls, through the Holy
Ghost shed. forth upon us, that these commandments
were given by inspiration of God, and are profitable for
all men, and are verily true. We give this testimony un-
to the world, the Lord being ourhelper: anditisthrough
the grace of God, the Father, and his Son Jesus Christ,
that we are permitted to have this privilege of bearing
this testimony unto the world, in the which we rejoice
exceedingly, praying the Lord always, that the children
of men may be profited thereby.” ~ Elder Leonard Rich
bore record of the truth of the book and the council of the
seventy accepted and acknowledged it as the doctrine
and covenants of their faith, by a unanimous vote.

Bishop N. K. Whitney bore record of the truth of the
book, and with his counsellors, accepted and acknowl-
edged it as the doctrine and covenants of their faith, by
a unanimous vote.

Acting Bishop, John Corrill, bore record of the truth
of the book, and with his counsellors, accepted and ac-
kiiowledged it as the doctrine and covenants of their
faith, by a unanimous vote. Acting President, John
Gould, 'gave his testimony in favor of the book, and
with the travelling elders, accepted and acknowledged
it as the doctrine and covenants of their faith, by a un-
animous vote. s
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Ira Aies, acting President of the priests, gave his
testimony in favor of the book, and with the priests, ac-
cepted and acknowledged it as the doctrine and covenants
of their faith, by a unanimous vote. )

Erastus Babbit, acting President of the teachers, gave
his testimony in favor of the book, and they accepted
and acknowledged it as the doctrine and covenants of
their faith, by a unanimous vote.

Wm. Burgess, acting President of the deacons, bore
record of the fruth of the book, and they accepted and
acknowledged it as the doctrine and covenants of their .

" faith, by a unanimous vote.

The venerable President, Thomas Gates, then bore
record of the truth of the book, and with his five silver--
headed assistants, and the whole congregation.saccepted
and acknowledged it as the doctrine and covenants of
their faith, by a unanimous vote. The. several author-

. ities, and the general assembly, by a unanimous vote,
aceepted of the labors of the committee,
President W. W. Phelps then read an article on

* Marriage, which was accepted and adopted, and ordered G

to be printed in said book, by a unanimous vote.
President O. Cowdery then read an article on “‘govern-
ments and laws in general,” which was acecepted and
adopted, and ordered to be printed in said book, by a
unanimous vote. .
A hymn was then sung. President 3. Rigdon returned
“thanlks, after which the assembly was blessed by the
Presidercy, with uplifted bands; and dismissed.
THOMAS BURDICK,

WARREN PARRISH, CLERKS:
SYLVESTER SMITH,
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