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GENERAL CONFERENCE MINUTES. 
SEPTEY113ER 12TH TO 19TH, 1880. 

The Semi-Annual session of the General 
Conference convened, according to appoint
ment, near Council Bluff,;, Iowa, at 10 o'clock, 
a.m., on Sunday, September 12th, 1880. 

Bro. Joseph Smith was ealled to preside, 
and Bro. Henry A. Stebbins to act as Secre
tary, he to choose his assistant. He chose 
Bro. Eli. T. Dobson, and the choice was con
firmed by the Conference. 

At the opening session a hymn was sung 
and prayer was offered by John H. Lake, fol
lowed by the hymn, ''Glorious things are sung 
of Zion." 

A force of thirteen brethren was appointed 
as local police for the preservation of order in 
and around the camp; namely, Levi '\Vilson, 
G. E. Montague, G. C. Tripp, J. Dickey, G. 
W. Coffman, W . .M. Gore ham, Benj. Kester, 
I~. McCord, G. W. Wight, 0. Ballantyne, T, 
W. Chatburn, N. Booth and W. F. Lane. 

Bro. Joseph Smith preached, taking for a 
text the words of Christ, "Occupy till I come." 
He said that the text did not mean a sitting 
down and occupying in idleness, but an active 
occupying, with the wise use of all our facul
ties and powers. \Ve must exercise the forces 
at our command in a spiritual occupation. 
God says that all his laws are spiritual .in 
their nature and tendency, and whether Zion 
is to be a temporal city or a spiritual one, it! 
must be occupied by a spiritual and righteous 
people. The command to occupy has an 
individual and also a collective application to 
the people who are working and waiting till 
He who commands them to occupy till He 
come shall come. We have made progress, 
for the time was when many waited without 
occupying·, or were as drift wood upon the 
stream of time; but in place of drift wood, we 
now have much timber towards building the 
great structure, or they may be called "lively 
stones," as Peter spoke of them in his day. 
I look .to see much more done in the future 
than has been done in the past, for the work 
is gaining in permanency of character, though 
everything that can be shaken will be shaken, 
even all who do not become thoroughly iden
tified with the spirit of the work, and such 
will be shaken aside, and will so find them
selves in time. vVe have waited, and we 
could afford to wait; in fact we were the only 
people upon the earth who could afford to; 
that is we can if we only abide in steadfast
ness, and occupy in a faithful activity. We 
have been scourged, we have learned, and we 
must learn more still, and must occupy in the 
way God desires us to do. Men have said 
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that we were too slow, and that we have for
gotten the gathering, and temple- building, and 
the making of the city; but such have been 
anxious in mind only, and have not set at 
doing the required work that goes before, nor 
are they being prepared as lively stones in 
this waiting time. We are occupying spirit
ually, and ought to do so constantly, as under 
a spiritual law, and until He shall come who 
gave the command and the law, we are occupy
ing for others as well as for ourselves. We 
are occupying for Christ, that he may come 
into his kingdom when he desires to; and we 
should be so identified with him as to be doing 
his work among the poor, the down-trodden 
and the oppressed of the earth, that they may 
be lifted up and made free. There are indi
cations that God's Spirit is moving in the 
world, to call out men of enlarged and noble 
views, who may aid in the spiritual liberation 
of those whom we call the honest in heart. 
And we ought to welcome this aJvance on 
their part. Finally, whatever is pure and 
lovely and of good report, think upon these 
things, and thu~ occupy till He shall indeed 
come. 

Bro. J. T. Kinnaman was called to have 
charge of the singing during the conference, 
al;ld all the singers were invited to take special 
interest in these exercises. Bro. Almon 
Hougas acted as organist. A hymn was sung 
and the benediction was pronounced. 

No. 20. 

We seek to show that God formerly endowed 
his servants with the Holy Spirit,_ in order 
that they might teach a unity of gospel prin
ciples and faith, that they might all teach the 
same things. This continued for a time, but 
it did not last, for men began to use the 
agency that God gave them, and strayed from 
those pure and heavenly principles by which 
they had before been led into all truth. The 
Savior placed himself in complete harmony 
with God's will; for it is written, "l come to do 
thy will, 0 God." There is a desire among all 
men for happiness, but they seek it in many 
ways; and many of them seek it in perverted 
ways, and find no happiness at last, after all 
their seeking. H·3nce correct instruction is 
needed how to find true happiness. Without 
such .instruction there is no satisfaction. D<t· 
vid, the shepherd, the poet, the prophet, the 
king, said after all but these words, "'I shall 
be satisfied when I wake in thy likeness." 
There is much credible testimony that Jesus 
was and is the Christ, the Son of God. :M:en 
try to negative it, but the affirmative was taken 
by those who claim to speak whereof they 
know, and from experience. They saw him 
and conversed with him, and their testimony 
stands yet. That testimony was given in the 
midst of trial and at the risk of their lives. 
They affirmed that they !~new, but their op
posers affirmed nothing only that the others 
did not know, that no one could know. Hence 
the testimony of the latter class was rio tes-
timony at all. The others testified of Christ's 

At 2 p.m., the hymn "Guide us 0 thou resurrection, and that they were eye witnesses 
Great Jehovah," was sung, and prayer was of his majesty and glory; and they asserted 
offered by Bro. James Caffall, followed by this before a doubting. world, under unfavora
singing the hymn, "Praise ye the Lord." ble circumstances, while their opponents assert-

Bro. Columbus Scott preached, starting ed the negative under favorable and poputar 
from the words in Jesus' prayer, wherein he circumstances. Christ asks us to comply 
asked the Father that all might be ane in with the conditions, and he promises us a 
them and with them. He said that the state knowledge, such as will be irrefutable. But 
opposite to one of union was one of trouble, all our powers must be subject to the law of 
unrest and unhappiness. Man has never yet love, the law of charity and of peace. The law 
been able to invent a system of principles that of love is the divine law by which Christ will 
would bring either union or salvation. Hence subdue all things to himself: Though all other 
Christ, the perfect man from heaven, gave a things fail, charity never faileth, but exists 
combination and union of principles that will always and everywhere in the eternity of God. 
accomplish the object. And in the first cen- Afte:r some appointments a hymn was sung 
tury of our era, they did cause a unity among sung and the . benediction was pronounced by 
the early Christians that was glorious. I be- Bro. Charles Derry. 
lievc that the time is near when the conflict At 7:30 p.m , Bro. Z. H. Gurley pr~ached, 
will be between those who believe in Christ, assisted' by Bro. J. H. I~ake. Bro. Gurley's 
in his Messiahship, in his atonement, and those text was, "I speak as unto wise men." His 
who deny his Sonshjp and his atoning power. subject was concerning the Church of Christ 
Many admit now that he was a good man, a in the past and in the present, that it and the 
man of spiritual power, a good medium, etc.; gospel are unchangeable. He stated that, as 
but the vital quJJstion is, Was he indeed sent a people, we offer what Christ and his apostles 
of. God into the world as an offering for sin, in offored to the world; nothing more and nothing 
fact just what the Scriptures represent him less. We preach that unchanged gospel of 
to have been in his character and mission .. former days, with all its powers, privileges and 
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blessings. It has been restored to men in 
these days by the Almighty, through the min
istration of. angels, as promised in his word. 
He referred to the experiences of men and 
women now living for testimony and witness 
that these things are so, whereof all may be
come acquainted by a like obedience to the 
truths of heaven, and by righteousness of life 
before God and men. 

Bro. Joseph Smith preached in the chapel 
in the city. 

MONJHY, SEPTEMBER 13TH. 

The morning prayer meeting at nine o'clock 
was in charge of Brethren B. V. Springer and 
Henry Halliday. During the morning four 
persons were baptized by T. W. Chatburn. 
Also quorum meetings were held by the 
Twelve and by the Second Quorum of Elders. 

At 11 a.m., Brethren C. Derry and Heman 

been made during the past nine months in de- withstanding the slow progress of the work there. 
claring the word of life, in distributing the printed He has labored some in Nebraska since returning 
matter, ·and in gathering in converts to the true from Colorado in August, and finds that mn.ny 
faith of the Latter Day Saints, as presented by openings for preaching exist, and he thinks there 
the Reorganized Church and its ministry. They is great room for diligence by the local ministry 
have presented saving truths and taught civil and in direct duties, such as would lessen the dis
religious liberty, also loyalty to civil rulers, and cussion of abstruse and perplexing questions, 
have sought to correct the errors and sins of the whose consideration only tends to darken and 
apostate leaders of the Utah people. Promising bring dissension. He is willing to labor, and 
fields are open all thr{)ugh the valley from Malad, hopes to continue to the end. 
Idaho, to St. George 'in Southern Utah; also in Bro. J. R. Lambert, of the Twelve, (present), re
Montana and Nevada. He thinks that the masses ports having traveled and preached in various 
are willing and anxious to hear our teachings, and parts in Minnesota and Iowa. He also was at 
many do hear and rejoice; but very many are kept Hudson and North Freedom, Wisconsin. Bro. D. 
in the bondage of fear by their leaders, and by G. McPherson assisted him a portion of the time, 
.their endowment oaths and covenants. But this and in nearly all places visited they were received 
bondage is· passing away, and these evils will ere with kindness. Two of the branches in Minnesota 
long be only in the past. In fact he believes that are in the southern part of the State, and the other 
marvelous and gratifying changes are at hand, two in the north-western part. In that portion of 
and it is for the Reorganized Church to rise up to Northern Iowa that is not supplied by district !a
its duty and privileges. About 150 persons have borers, there are but few of our people, hence the 
been baptized during their ministry there the past neglect; but it is beiieved, Bro. Lambert says, 
year, and thousands more have learned of our that two "good Elders" could be and would be 
doctrines. God blesses the teachings of the El- sustained in that field, if they wisely and properly 
ders, and he is working through them for the dispensed their ministrations, The population of 
reformation of the people and the redemption of Minnesota is largely Scandinavian, and the Utah 
the erring. In Salt Lake City the Church is in- Elders have recently met with some success among 
debted to Mr. H. W. Lawrence for the free use of them. Hence the true faith ought also to be heard 
the Liberal Institute. Also, in some places, the by them. There is a large settlement of Welsh 
Methodist, Presbyterian, and Episcopal societies near Lake Crystal, and it is thought that an Elder 
.have given the use of their chapels and school- speaking that language could do a good work 
houses to us, and liberal souls have assisted in among them. Bro. Lambert says that in some of 
lighting and warming them. Bro. Blair says that the fields visited the outlook is quite encouraging. 
they need a number of faithful and spiritual min- His personal labors were greatly hindered by ill 
isters to labor in the various parts of the mission, health. 
and they should be able to remain one or two 

C. Smith occupied the stand, the former offer
ing prayer and the latter preaching·from the 
saying of Paul, that no one is crowned "except 
he strive lawfully." He appealed to the law 
of God for witness of what is necessary to 
constitute a lawful striving, and stated that only 
by adherence to it and its requirements can 
man be saved. He said that men had striven 
as earnestly and zealously as any one could, 
and yet.have failed because they did not abide 
in the gospel and its principles; and so it. will 
be with any of us who do not so abide and 
stand; for ~incerity alone is no security. He 
further said that no man gave the Holy Ghost 
which is. to confirm the truth to men's 
hearts. No priesthood can give it, nor any 
power on earth, but God only can give it, no 
matter how much power he give to men to aid 
in performing his work. 

years. He says that they need plenty of printed Bro. J. H. Lake, of the Twelve, (present), re
matter and tracts for free distribution, for these ports having preached in VanBuren and Decatur 
reach those who are afraid or ashamed to come conntyes, Iowa, early in the the summer, and with 
out to hear. The mission has been somewhat ex- good liberty in the Spirit. He baptized four in 
pensive; but it is likely to become more than self the former county. Went to Bevier, Missouri, by 
sustaining at an early day. Bro. Blair expects to appointment of the First Presidency, and with 
return east in December next. He says there is Bro. B. V. Springer aided in settling some diffi.cul
a great inquiry for Bro. Joseph Smith; that he ties there; also preached to the people. Also, 
should come to Utah and preach, and thousands preached in another branch, same region. He 
will joyfully hail his coming. went to Pittsfield, Illinois, awhile, but by direc-

Bro. A. H. Smith, of the Twelve, (present), rc-. tion of the Spirit returned to Bevier, having prom· 
ports that the circumstances of i.nconvenience sur- ise that he should be blessed in· so doing. The 
rounding him have prevented his leaving home a result was that he baptized five more at different 

At 1:30 p.m., sung, "Go ye messengers of great deal. ·He has visited portions of his mission: times during his stay; also two at Salt River, in 
twl·ce, and when at home has been engaged 1·n the same county. Afterwards he was at Keokuk, 

dory.'' Prayer was offered by Bro. Joseph Io a and the t t Sh lb t I " preaching on Sundays in the branch meetings. w ' nee wen ° e Y coun y, owa. 
Smith. The quorums were seated in their Has lldministered to the sick and attended to other He does not wish to cease the conflict till the Mas-
order, and were requested to so continu~ to duties of his calling as an Elder. Should the ter says, Enough. 
seat themselves during the remaining sessions. Church think well to continue him in the previous Bro. Z. H. Gurley of the Twelve, (present), 

appointment he will do the best he can with his reports that he has been engaged in the ministry 
CHURCH SECRETARY'S REPORT. circumstances, and if the proper arrangements as circumstances permitted. Has maintained 

The Secretary read the reports of the min- are made to sustain his family, he will be glad to regular appointments at places in Decatur county, 
· · f 11 d b h b spend his whole time in the field, which matter Iowa, and also preached at others, more or Jess. 
lBtry m u ' as presente Y t em, or sent Y rests with the Church; for the progress of whose Has enjoyed a good degree of the Spirit, and had 
letter. Herewith is presented a condensed cause he ever prays. attentive a.udiences. 1'he interest to hear the 
statement of the main and essential features of Bro. James Gajfall, of the Twelve, (present), word of life is increasing, and new openings, as 
each report, namely as follows: reports his return from the Colorado Mission in well as t.he old ones, arise on every hand. The 

August, after ten months' labor, traveling and grace and favor promised of God are visible to all 
MINISTRY REPORTS. proclaiming the gospel of Christ. He proeecuted who look. He feels, therefore, like laboring where 

Bro. Peter N. Brix, missionary to Denmark,· the work under some difficulties, and found much there are so many inviting fields, in preference to 
writes from Aalborg, Denmark, that their hopes prejudice, and some religious intolerance to face, going to distant and expensive ones, where it 
of help. from America were not realized. Bro. as well as skepticism and infidelity. Also, more seems necessary to buy our way. Marked bless
Odin Jacobs came, but went on to Norway. Bro. expense is made necessary in that field than in ing has attended some of his administrations to 
Brix does not know how he is succeeding. He many others; but he was liberally aided by the the sick. He is making his arrangements to give 
thinks that more attention should be paid to the Saints of Hutchinson and elsewhere to go on with his entire time to the work, and hopes soon to 
ministry going out t'wo by two to labor. He re- the work. In Denver, however, the expense was make his family self-supporting that he may go. 
ports having baptized thre.e since last conference, too great to warrant doing much. The press Bro. E. G. Briggs of the Twelve, (present), gave 
and had one more to baptize when he wrote. He showed them some favors, especially the Denver a verbal report, saying that he had not labored 
again asks that the Church send some, one or Tribune. In localities prrjudice is considerably much spiritually lately, as he had done formerly. 
more, to preach the gospet to the Scandinavian decreased and friends are increased, those who His reasons for this he wished to give. He enlist· 
nations, for he feels the burden that rests upon fully diatinguish the difference between us and ed in this work not alone from being convinced 
him there alone; but he stands firmly in the faith the Utah people. Five baptized since his last by human reason and argument, but because of 
of God and of Christ, and will submit to the will report, and others endorse our doctrines, so that light and intelligence received from on high. He 
of the Church and of God concerning his labors. the prospect for success has constantly increased had not doubted the work since his acquaintance 

Bro. W. W. Blair, of the First Prtlsidency, by their persistence in overcoming the obstacles with it in 1842. In 1844 he saw the dark cloud 
writes from Salt Lake City, Utah, reporting as in the way. We may never be able to destroy settle upon the latter day work, but he heard also 
President of the Rocky Mountain Mission, men- certain prejudice that exists concerning our faith, the divine statement, or declaration, that gave 
tioning the labors in Utah, Idaho, Montana, N e- but all should see to it that there Is a harmony assurance of the divine calling of the present pres
vada and Wyoming, of himself and Brn. Derry, between their precepts and their practice. The ident of the Church. He went:into the ministry 
Anthony, Brand, Luff and Deuel. He speaks of toil, care and anxiety of a messenger of salvation when the Reorganized Church was poor in pocket 
the difficulties that are in their way and the priest- is not always to be measured by the number he and small in numbers. He thought that the 
ly intolerance that they had to endure at the baptizes; nor should coaxing or over-persuading Church now needed a defense from internal 
hands of the Utah church authorities, with few be resorted to in order to bring in those who are broils; but believed that no question was so knot
exceptions. But, notwithstanding the obstacles, _partially convinced. Bro. Caffall thinks that ty but what it could be solved by the pure in 
he conijiders that very considerable progt'ess has. further efforts shottld be made in. Colorado, not- heart, and in good feeling and brotherly lQVe. 

\, 
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Bro. T. W. Smith, of the Twelve, writes from I visions are made for those dependent on him. 1 Bro. lYiUiam T. Bozarth, of the Seventy, (pres
Fall River, Massachusetts, that since his report Otherwise it will be necessary for him to leave ent), reports that, pursuant to his appointment, 
from the Eastern Maine D~strict to the AprilCon- the ministry and care for them. He is satisfied he started for Texas, May 5th last, and arrived 
ference, he has continued in the New England in the gospel, that it answers all the demands of the 7th in Red River county, where his work was 
Mission, laboring in both the Eastern and Western his mental and spiritual nature. closed soon by threatened violence from a lawless 
1\l.aine Districts; also,_ in the M;tssac~us~tts Dis· Bro. Glaud Rodger of the Seventy, (present), mob of opposers. He then went to Robertson 
t~ICt. Th~ branches I? the .Ma:ne d1strrcts con- reports his having been unable to fill the appoint- county, where he preached, and baptized three. 
tmue~ to 1_mprov? durmg_ his stay among them, ment to California by reason of circumstances, Thence to Bell county, preaching and baptizing; 
both m s~Intuahty and m gover7ment. There but he desires to go and hopes that the way may Bro. H. L. Thompson with him. Then to S!ln 
a~e s~ven m the ~astern and five m the Western open 80 that he may go unless the Conference Antonio and into Bexar and Wilson counties 
D1stnct.. Th~ Samts ar~ noble and large-hearted, directs otherwise. doing like work. Visited Hill county. Returned 
earnest m fa1th and domg what. they can for the , , to Bell and Robertson countie~, and baptized 
cause, or most of them. Some remarkabla cases Bro. E. 0 · _Brand, 0~ the l::leventy, (present), re-. more. He returned to Missouri at the time he 
of healing have occurred, by God's favor to his por.t~ that_ since Apnl Conference he has been expected to. During his stay in Texas he organ
people. Late in May, Bro. and Sr. Smith came to afflicted with much Ill health, ?ut has labored all ized one branch and visited five others, preached 
.Boston and Providence, and they have been en- that he has been ll:ble, _Pre~chmg at Shenandoa_h 68 times and baptized 18 persons. He asks the 
gaged in those branches and at Fall River since and elsewhere, besides 1?- his own branch. He 18 Conference to send some one there to stay longer, 
that time. He intends to visit other branches in t~ankful to God that he IS r_estored to he.alth suffi- and desires himself to Jabori n Missouri for the 
that district and then work their way westward, Ciently to take the field agam. next six months. 
via New Jersey, Philadelphia, Pittsburg and Ohio, Bro. J. C. Foss, of the Seventy, (present from 
this Fall and Winter. .Bro. Smith writes upon the Maine), reports that he has devoted all his time Bro. George S. Hyde of· .the Seventy, (present), 
subject of there being a General Assembly con- to the ministry since the April session, and has reports that, agreeably with the instructions of 
vened to decide on doctrinal and other matters baptized nine. The feeling among the Saints in the April General Conference, he has labored in" 
of importance to the Church, that unity of teach- the East is good, and prejudice has greatly de- Nebraska and Western Iowa, being measurably 
ing and government may be had. In this connec- parted from among the people, many of whom call blessed in his preaching, and baptizing six. He 

says that he loves the cause of Christ, and that he 
tion he mentions the proposed consideration at for something better and more scriptural than they desires to so live as to exemplify the fact that he 
this session of the question as to what is the found- have had, and are investigating the cltlims of 

C 
. does. He wishes to labor as the Church may 

ation of the Church of Christ, the "rock" upon hr1st's revealed and established church. On his direct. 
which it is built., only an opinion upon which does way from Maine west he called on the Saints in 
he think the General Conference can givt>, not a Boston, Providence, Fall River, Brooklyn, Hor- Bro. James F. JJfintun of the Seventy, (present), 
decision, and he presents some of the obstacles nerstown, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, in which reports that he has acted as president and clerk 
that he thinks are in the way of reaching a satisfac- branches he thinks the Saints are striving to pro- of a branch and as assistant secretary of the 
tory declaration of belief on the subject, with mote the cause, and he was pleased with the Little Sioux District; has baptized ont>, preached 
such a contrariet.y of views as now exist. Bro. spir-it manifested. In all the districts he was in- eleven times, and administered to. the sick. Feels 
Smith wishes to be continued in that mission as vited to return and preach; but he thinks to make that the gospel is indeed the power of God unto 
long as he feels it to be his duty to remain. He a home somewhere in the West, and also to preach salvation, and that he should work for the Lord 
feels that he bas tried to teach the whole counsel in western fields, unless Conference orders other- all that he can, although he can take no mission 
of God to the people, and has defended the latter wise. He says that he half never enjoyed better now, he hopes to be able by and by. 
day work and upheld the three books of our faith. liberty of the Spirit than he has lately, especially Bro. Robert J. Anthony of the Seventy, writes 

since he started West. from Lehi City, Utah, that from April till July he 
Bro. W. IT Kelley, of the Twelve, writes from 

Coldwater, Michigan, that that mission is about 
the .same as it was at last report, although ad
vancement is being made, especially in the parts 
that are supplied with constant labor.ers. Some 
effective preaching has been done this season by 
those appointed to that mission, and the Saints 
are zealous and growing in faith, and usefulness. 
Among the people there is also an increasing 
desire to hear and to investigate, so that it is 
impossible to answer all the ca.lls with the few 
laborers. He thinks that his field should receive 
serious consideration when the subject of missions 
comes up, for the work has been established and 
the attention of the people is being fixed upon it, 
so· that good men and enough of them are needed 
to carry on the cause to further victory. Bro. 
Keliey says that the method of publishing itemized 
reports of the Bishop's Agents is very satisfactory 
in that field. The Saints are beginning to see the 
wisdom of keeping the law which points out the 
Bishop and his agents as the legitimate channels 
into whose hands the finances of the Church 
should go, and by them be apportioned out and a 
record thereof be kept. The obligation placed 
upon the people is to put their tithes and offerings 
where God says to put them. 

Bro. Charles Derry of the High Priests, (present), 
reports briefly his work in the ministry in the 
field assigned him one year ago. He preached in 
Salt Lake City, Union Fort, West Jordan, Sandy, 
Provo, Springville and Wanship, in Utah, and in 
Malad and Soda Springs in Idaho. In Salt Lake 
Cit.y occasional additions are being made. In 
Provo and Springville good interest and a fair 
work is being .done. In the other places named, 
not much interest in our work, except at Malad, 
Idaho. He feels !hat good has been done and 
that gooii will be done, if the mission is properly 
su~tained. There are sorrie earnest co-workers 
among the Saints in those regions. Money is 
needed to hire halls to do a more effective work. 

Bro. JJI. ll. Forscutt of the High Priests, (pres
ent), reports his labors, chiefly in the city of 
Chicago. On June 20th a branch was organized 
there that now numbers over forty members, and 
the prospect is still encouraging. Has baptized 
thirty-one persons. He presents himself as still 
being the servant of the Church, and is willing to 
go where the Master shall direct. He would like 
to remain under his present appointment if pro-

Bro. Heman C. Smith, of the Seventy, (present) traveled and labored in Idaho and Northern Utah. 
reports that, in pursuance o( his appointment, he Afterwards he was with Bro. Luff at Provo and 
labored in Michigan and Indiana for two months. Springville, Utah, where a fine interest existed. 
Then while on his way to Nebraska, he preached He went August 6th to Heber City, and also spoke 
in Western Iowa. Arriving at home (Newman's at Midway. When he wrote, September 1st, he 
Grove, Nebraska) he spoke at a number of places was preaching at Lehi City to large congregations, 
in. that district and afterwards in the Southern about four hundred, and good order prevailed 
Nebraska District.. He feels firm and strong in each evening, while the majorit.y seemed to be 
the work and in its future triumph, and he has re- earnest listeners. It was quite in contrast with 
jlniced in laboring for its advance. He presents the time when the Brlghamite bishop threatened 
himself as ready to go wherever the conference to drive Bro. Brand out with a club if he persisted 
may direct, as he wishes to make it his life-work in preaching the Reorganized Church to the 
to prea.oh the gospel. He has baptized two since people there. Bro. Anthony is confident that 
April. many of the dogmas and doctrines introduced by 

Brigham have lost their hold and power, are dead, 
Br,o~ Columbus Scott of the Seventy, (present), and the people are ashamed of them. He also 

reports ha-.;:ing been constantly engaged in the says that never before was there so good a time 
work, chie·fly in Michigan, but he also labored in for the Reorganized Church to put forth a strong 
Ootario, Canada, a few weeks, and intended to and lasting effort as there is now, for the Lord 
labor longer, but circumstances prevented. He is working upon the hearts of the people to bring 
never before knew of so many pressing demands h d 
for preaching as he found the past season in the t em out of their superstitions and bon age, that 
fields he visited. There is need of more laborers, is those who will open their eyes to the truth, 

which many seem now to be doing. He does not 
and he hopes that the Conference will send more expect to see hundreds coming in flocks, or any 
to that field. He baptized one and confirmed great immediate results, but certainly the Lord is 
three during the season. working by his own power, and that signally in 

Bro. JJf. T. Short of the Seventy, (present), the way of houses being thrown open for the 
reports his labors in Michigan and Indiana, and Elders of the Reorganized Church, and in the 
he confirms the statements of Brethren Kelley and increased spirit of liberty seen throu!(hout the 
Scott o.s to the needs of that mission and the territory. Bro. Anthony believes that President 
demands for preaching. He baptized five in Indi- Smith ought to come to Utah soon, and believes 
ana during his stay there. that no ho::~se in any of the settlements would 

Bro. Davis 11. Bays of the Seventy, (present), hold those who would come to hear him. Bishop 
reports that since his return from the Texas Hatch of Heber City, offers their meeting house, 
Mission, late in 1879, he has labored in Western and also the one at Midway was thrown open by 
Iowa, mostly in Ida county. Several have been Bishop Von Wagner; Bro. Anthony says that 
baptized and others are r.ow ready. During the although the mission is not pleasant to him, yet hlo' 
Summer he has had to labor for his family's sup- is deeply interested in its welfare and progress, 
port, and also with the view of more fully pros- and labors for its triumph. 
ecuting the work of the gospel the coming winter. Bro. J. S. Patterson of the Seventy, writes from 
He feels no fears concerning the success of the Lewiston, Illinois, that he has labored all the 
cs.use, and he wishes to labor and to sacrifice for it. time in the field assigned to him last April, and 

Bro. J. F .. ~fcDowell of the Seventy, (present), with fair success, preaching and administering 
reports his ministerial work in Northern Illinois the Church ordinanoes. In many places the pros
and Southeastern Iowa, the most of his lime hav- peels aTe very favorable. Has baptized and con
ing been spent in the Nauvoo and String Prairie firmed seven persons. Is now laboring in good 
District, in which district he has baptized twelve. fields, and intends to prosecute the work vigor
He says that he feels strong in the work and ously in all places. 
fully ass·ured that it will be crowned with success Bro. John T. Davies, of the Seventy, writes from 
and gather in the noble and true cf the earth. Cherokee county, Kansas, stating that he has been 
He wishes to be continued in the present fieltl, constantly in t~e field, doing duty as president of 
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the district., and has preached with apparent suc
cess. He desires to remain in the same field. 

Bro. John H.liansen, of the Seventy, writes from 
Farmington, Kentucky, that some Elder ought to 
be sent to Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia, to 

assisted the president of the Southern Nebraska 
District in regulating branches. Sicknel!s and 
lack of means prevented his going into Kansas and 
Missouri. Is still willing to labor and to sacrifice 
for God's work. 

labor this winter; the work demands it. He has Bro. A. J. Cato, of the Elders, (present), reports 
been called to go to Tennessee, where he preached· having preached in the field to which he was as
last summer, and some wish to be baptized. He signed and with some success. Was associated 
will try to go for a little while, but he wishes to with Bro. J. T. Davies part of the time. Preached 
spend the winter in Western Iowa. After that he 62 Urnes and baptized one person. Has rejoiced 
will go at the bidding of the Church elsewhere. in the measure of the spirit received by him, and 

Bro. Isaac N. Roberts, of the Seventy, writes .~hough he believ~s that he could do a goo~ work 
from Dickinson county, Kansas, that his temporal m ~exas, yet Will lai>or as the ~huroh ~1rect~. 
circumstances have prevented his traveling the He I!ltend~ soon to go mto the Indian Territory 1f 
past season, but he has preached every Sunday in contmued m that field. 

of his wife. He desires to labor steadily, and will 
endeaver to do whatever may be appointed to him 
by the Church, for he rejoices in its work and 
progress. 

Bro. Charles Wickes, of the Priests, ·writes from 
Limestone county, Texas, saying that since ar
riving there, in May, he has been actively engaged 
in the Redeemer's cause, and, though he has bap
tized none, he feels that he has aided in leading 
some to the knowledge of the truth. He has haLt 
trials and privations, but has also received of the 
comforting Spirit. As he desires to return North, 
he asks to be released by this Conference. 

Bro. Rudolph Etzenhouser, of the Priests, (pres. 
ent.), reports having assisted Bro. I. N. White, 
with whom he was appointed to labor, as called 
upon, and feels that he has been blessed of God 
in his work. Has baptized twelve, partly the re
sult of his own labors, and partly that of others. 
He would like to be continued in the same field. 

HENRY A. STEBBINs·, Church Secretary. 

BOARD OF PUBLICATION REPORT. 

various neighborhoods around his home, as well Bro. Frank P. Scarcliff, of the Elders, writes 
as served as Sabbath-school superintendent. He from Milton, Florida, that the outlook for the 
feels that the Lord has greatly blessed his labors. work in the South-eastern Mission is encouraging, 
Has bapt.ized three, and a good many more are though in some localities the spiritual condition is 
near to the kingdom. He has labored with his very low, yet he never was in a country where 

·hands by day to support himself and family and better attention was paid or a greater interest 
preached by night, and thanks God for having manifested in the preaching. Bro. Scarcliff urges 
been able to thus advance his cause. Many calls that .the necessities demand the presence of one or 
for preaching, but he desires much to go to Vir- two more Elders in that field. Bro. L. F. West The report of the Board of Publication was 
ginia, to teach his kindred and friends the truths and a few others are doing something, but not ac- read: 
of heaven, and he hopes yet to do so. oomplishing what they would like, as their labor 

' The Board of Publication reBpectfully submit the Bro. Gomer T.. Griffiths, of the Seventy, writes for their families takes most of their time. Bro. . f h H ld Offi · H G following report of the busmess o t e era 100 
from Ontario, Canada, saying that he has been George · raves, the minister to the negro race, since the General Conference in April. There has 
constantly in the field since the April Confer- sent by last Conference, has done and can still do been printed an edition of 500 copies of the Holy Scrip· 
ence, having' labored two months in Michigan and a good work among the colored people. Bro. tures (Inspired Translation). These have been bound 
three months in Canada, in all of which ministry Scarcliff stands ready to do the will of God and and are now ready for sale at a considerable reduction 
he has had some success by the favor of God, and the Church. in price, as compared with the former edition. There 
also found many friends who ministered to his Bro. Hiram Robinson, of the Elders, writes from has also been printed an edition of 500 copies of the 
wants. He was holding a series of meetings at Pennsylvania, that he has labored to the beat of Harp, which are in the binder's hands. The work 
Walsingham when he wrote. Has.)Japtized seven· his ability in that State. Has assisted in regula- of setting and electrotyping the Life of Joseph the 
teen, confirmed twelve, and assisted in confirming ting affairs in. branches and opened a number of Prophet has been completed, and an edition of 1,000 
nineteen others. He desires to continue doing new fields for preaching the word, as well as en- copies printed and placed in binder's hands. The work 
what he can to advance the work of God. couraged the Saints to go on in the work. He has on the binding is being urged forward as rapidly as 

Bro. James JJJ. Waite, of the Seventy, writes baptized several, and the Spirit's presence has possible, and it is hoped that a shipment of them can 
from Binghamton, Wisconsin, that he is preach- gladdened his heart so that he does not feel like be made to conference before its adjournment. There 
ing every Sunday and is blessed of God in so do- giving up, but continuing. There are many calls have also been printed and bound 80 Branch and 
in g. There are many calls and he can not sit still and more laborers are needed in that country. District Records, 150 copies of bound tracts, 500 
and see them starving for the bread of eternal life. Bro. Jaines W. Bryan, of the Elders, writes from copies of Joseph and his Progenitors, together with 
He is advanced in years and also labors to support Elkhart, Texas, that his bodily infirmities have some 30,000 tracts of all kinds. 
his family, as well as presides over the branch at kept him from traveling about much, but what he The reduction in the price of the Scriptures is dne 
Binghamton. has done has proved effectual in removing preju. in a great measure to the acquisition of the book press, 

d. d · k' · f f t 1 b H the Board being thereby enabled to do all the press 
Bro.JosephLuff,oftheE1ders, (present),reports, ICe an mma mgopemngs or u urea or. e work of this book as well as that of "Joseph the 

that Bl·nce his appointment to Utah, one year ago, hopes to do considerable preaching this Fall and . ld h b d . 
W. th h d · t h h d Prophet," which otherwiSe wou ave een one m 

he has preached 85 times, baptized 35 persons, mterh among oae w 0 esue 0 ear t e wor Chicago, it being impossible to print those two books 
held one debate and performed other duties. Ill of trut · upon the old press. The Eaving in this one item 
health prevented his doing more. The opportuni- Bro. Joseph P. Knox, of the Elders, writes from amounting to $60, or 30 per cent. The press will also 
ties were very many, and the prospects in Utah are Marion county, Iowa, giving an account of his effect a saving in many other respects. 
as good for the work as anywhere else, better than mission to Pennsylvania, given him in April, 1879. The total outlay on the Life of Joseph the Prophet 
in many places, and he experienced more of the He preached in the Pittsburgh District, and now to date has been $2,400, of this $1,400 has been paid 
guiding influence of the Holy Spirit than he ever feels drawn towards the same region and desires out of the current receipts of the office during the 
did before. He is sanguine of the ultimate sue- to labor in the Lord's vineyard if the Church shall past year. T·he Herald subscription list continues to 
cess of the work in that field, if persistent and ju- so direct. He feels that the best days of his life improve; about 75 per cent of those taking advantage 
dicious labor is performed, in the spirit of meek- were wasted in trying to find the true Jeader, and of the six months' credit offered in November last 
ness and charity. Such a work will result in the now that the Lord has shown him the ·true' organ-1 having paid up as the time expired. The circulation 
recovery of hundreds of Israel's wandering sons ization, he wishes to spend his remaining days in of the Herald is now about 3,000, that of the Hope 
and daughters. God's service. 1,700. 

Bro. Gordon E. Deuel of the Elders, writes from Bro. Clarence St. Clair, of the Elders, writes The books of the ~oard of Pu~lication were clo~ed 
Payson, Utah, that since the April Conference he from Chicago, Illinois, that since his ordination September 1st, showmg a net gam as compared With 
has preached in Salt Lake, Juab, Utah, Millard, and appointment, he has preached a few times, the balance sheet of March 16th, of $1,0.83.05. A 
Washington, Iron and San Pete counties, and and considers that the work in that city is pro- copy _of the bala~ce sheet and ~he financml rep?rt, 
distributed many tracts from house to house. He greasing gloriously through the blessing of God show_mg the recmp_ts and expend1tures of cash: durmg 
considers that the shackles and galling yoke of upon the labors of Bro. Forscutt. Bro. St. Clair th: s1x months endmg August 16t~, ar: hcrew1th sub-
priestly bondage are falling from the people, with says he hopes to abide faithfully and to be made m~tted. For the Board of Pubhcatwn. 
the burdens wherewith they have been laden. In strong in the truth. LAWRENCE CoNOVER, Secretary. 
nearly every place he has been welcomed by some S ~r BALANCE SHEET, SEPT. 1, 1880. Bro. G. . -'erring ton, of the Elders, writes from 
whose hearts yearn for the truth as it is in Christ. Providence, Rhode Island, giving an account of 
Others have lost their love for it by reason of his labors since April. On his way from Plano to 
false leaders and false teaching. He has baptized the East he tarried awhile at Chicago and aided 
31 sinoe Spring, and preached 68 times. The Bro. Forscutt in preparing the new hall for hold
spirit of freedom and of hospitality constantly ing services in. At Savannah, Wayne county, 
increases in Utah,so thatEldersoftheReorganized New York, (where Bro. Jesse Seelye presides over 
Church now have advantages not formerly had by a branch), he made appointments for preaching, 
them. The spirit of inquiry shows the signs of but news of the dangerous illness of his wife 
the times. He feels that the better day, the day caused him to hasten home. Though she has not 
of deliverance is drawing nigh, and rPjoices in the yet fully recovered, he says that he has not been 
progress being made. idle even one Sunday, but has preached in various 

Bro. Robert M. Elvin, of the Elders, (present), places in Rhode Island, also in Massachusetts and 
reports his labors in Iowa and Nebraska, having Connecticut. He feels that he has been blessed in 
preached in eighteen places or neighborhoods in presenting the gospel of Christ, to a greater de
the latter State, and at five in the former, in all gree than heretofore. The calls for preaching in 
101 times, baptized 17 persons and confirmed 14, that region are more than can be filled by the 
besides administering to the sick and doing other ministry now there. The Saints are poor, but are 
services, including the holding of one debate with striving for the inheritance to come. Bro. Yer
D. R. Dungan of the Christian ChJ.~rch. Has also rington asks the prayers of the Church in behalf 

RESOURCES. 
Stock, as per inventory ................ $15,591 18 
Bills receivable .....• , , ..•........... , 322 00 
Accounts receivable ... ,., •. ,., .•• :.... 11533 82 
Cash .................. ·.............. 5 85 

Total resources.,, •.. , .. , , ... ~~~_'1,_4_52 -~-5 

I.IABILITJES. 
Bills payable .......•..• ,.,, •.•• ,, •..•. $4,290 00 
Accounts payable .....•...• ,, ...•..• ,,, 2,356 52 

Total liabilities ..• , .. , , .. , , .••. $6,646 52 

Balance l'let worth ....... , . , , ....... , .$10,806 33 
Net worth, March 16th ..• , .• , .... , .. , , 9, 723 28 

Gain, ••...•.••••. ,,,,,, ... ,, $1,083 05 
-==-~--=-

Pinanciallleport of the Board of Publication, fn.rm 
FebrU<lry 16th to A1tgust ltlth, 1880, 

CASH DEBIT. 
To Balance on hand, FerJruary 16th, lRBO. $ 35fl 2:1 
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To Receipts by mail, papers and books ..•. $4,403 81 
" " on deposit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,465 00 
" " Office sales book, oil, &c.. . • . • 122 58 
" ~ Job work .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 126 80 
" " Church Heralds and books... 108 03 
" " Bills payable............... 500 00 

1'otal cash debit ......•........ $7,084 45 

CASH CREDIT. 
By wages Herald Office ................. $2,709 28 
" Book Press ............•. $1,300 00 
" J<'reight and foundation . . . . 61 92 

---- 1,361 92 
Mailing Expenses. 

" Semi-monthly mail •........ $ 80 28 
" Stamps in mail. ............ 185 74 
" " and Postal cards bo't. 25 75 

-- 291 n 
" Freight and expressage on books and paper 57 89 
" Expense oil, soap, repairs, &c. . . . . . . . • 2 7 34 
" Railroad fares ...................... , 10 01 
" Coal and wood..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 26 
" Tribune and Newspaper Directory . . . . 10 00 
" Taxes and Premium on Insurance..... 102 42 
" Olive oil . . . .. • . .. . . .. . . .. . • .. . . .. . 16 38 
" Books for Church Library .......... , 40 35 
" :Money Order and cash returned • . . . . . 8 40 

Stock. 
~" Bradner Smith & Co., paper .. $491 42 

H A. J. Cox & Co., binding ~ . . . 336 44 
" Jansen, :McClurg & Co., books 33 77 
" Marder, Luse & Co., type and ink 40 35 
" Rose and Hodge, ink........ 10 27 
" Chas. Nicholson, books...... 4 30 

" Paid out on deposit ................ . 
" Bills payable, I~. S. "\Varnock's note .. . 
" Interest on above ............•...... 
" W. W. Blair on Advocate account ... . 
" Church account ................... . 

Life of Joseph account. 
" E. yr. Tullidge ............. $500 00 
" Shniedewend & Lee, elec. plates 232 80 
" H. B. Hall & Sons, engraving. 150 00 
" Expressage ori plates. . . . . . . • 4 7 7 7 

916 55 
275 30 

60 00 
4 80 

'135 00 
54 23. 

930 57 
Total Cash credit ...•.......... $7,041 47 
Balance on hand, August 16th... 42 98 

$7,08445 

LAWRENCE CONOVER, Secretw·y. 

It was moved that the financial statement 
in the report be referred to a committee of 
three, they to report next April, but this was 
defeated by a vote of 22 against to 18 for re
ferring, and no further action was had upon 
the report, except the placing it upon record. 

Certain papers and docullients were pre
sented and read, that the Conference might be 
prepared to consider and act upon such as re
quire action or legislation upon during this 
session, namely: 

A message from Bishop I. L. Rogers, which 
includes his request to be released as a member 
of the Board of Publication, and a wish that 
his Counselors may be allowed to nominate 
men to fill vacancies that may occur in the 
Board.; another letter from Bishop Rogers 
concerning the finances of the Church and 
suggestions as to mission appointments; the 
resignation of Bro. David Dancer as a mem
ber of the Board of Publication ; a resolution 
as to what is the foundation of the Church; a 
resolution concerning the ministry and their 
teaching as to the revelations in the Doctrine 
and Covenants; a petition from .Bro. Alexan
der Fyfe concerning a note that he holds; also 
petitions for special laborers to be appointed 
to or continued in certain fields, namely: one 
from Johnson county, Missouri, for Bro. Bo
zarth's presence in that region; one from Col
orado for Bro. Caffall to be continued in charge 
of that mission ; one from Chicago, Illinois, 

asking that Bro. Forscutt be returned to that 
city, and one from the South-eastern Mission 
requesting thatwBro. Heman C. Smith be sent 
again to that field. 

The letter from Bishop Rogers concerning 
Church finances and missions was read as fol
lows: 

SANDwrcn, Ill., Sept. 9th, 1880. 
To the General Conference, Greetz'ng :-Not being 

with you in person, but feeling it to be my duty to 
express some of my views to you on financial mat
ters, I do so by letter. I consider that the. finan
cial affairs of the. Church are of great importance. 
I have served the Church as Bishop for over twenty 
years, or tried to do so. I have seen the work of 
the conferences, and the great interest felt by the 
Saints in the cause, but I believe that some very 
important things have been overlooked. 

First, I believe. that God made a law to govern 
his Church, and in an early day he told us that 
the Twelve should go first, and into all the world, 
to open up the work in all countries. Now I be
lieve this, and I would like to see that plan carried 
out. Since the command came to loosen the hands 
of the Twelve I have paid out thousands of dollars 
to carry on the work outside of that command, and 
l b'lllieve that in some degree God is holding his 
blessings from us. But in order to prove this, 
let us seek for the old paths and walk in them. 

I also believe that the greatest of care should be 
taken in the sending out of missionaries and minis· 
ters, namely, in seeing first if we are able to sus
tain them in their missions. Beloved brethren, 
you may not see the importance of this matter as 
clearly as I do, because you do not hear the cries 
that come up daily from the families for bread, or 
for aid to get it and the other necessaries of life. 
And can we take husbands and fathers from their 
little families and let these suffer. No; God forbid. 
There are many things that I would like to say, 
but can not do so· on paper, but will say in brief 
that my Counselors Henry A. Stebbins and David 
Dancer will be with you, and your gifts and offer
ings will be acceptable as though I was with you 
in person. Praying :(Qr the success of the latter 
day work, and that the blessings of the Holy 
Spirit will be with you in your deliberations, I 
subscribe myself your brother and fellow laborer 
in Christ's cause, IsRAEL L. RoGERS. 

The President requested that there be a 
greater promptness in assembling at all the 
meetings, and also in the conduct of the fore
noon services for prayer and preaching. 

It was announced that Bro. Forscutt would 
take names of subscribers for the "Saints' 
Harmony." 

Appointments of quorum meetings were 
made, and for services this evening and to
morrow forenoon. 

A hymn was sung and the benediction was 
pronounced by Pres. Smith. 

At. 7: 30 p.m. J. H. Lake preached, assist
ed by R 1'11. Elvin. The text was: "In thee 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth 
be ble~sed," and the subject was the mission 
of Christ under the Abrahamic Covenant. 
The promise in the gospel of Chris~ is but a 
continuation of that to Abraham. The bless
ing comes to.mankind by obedience to the law 
given by the seed to whom and through whom 
the promise was made to all nations, as stated 
in· the text. By adherence to that law, men 
are made the inheritors of the uromise in full
pess, even eternal life upon· the redeemed 
earth, the possession promised to Abraham 
and his seed by the Lord, and purchased by 
Christ through his atoning sacrifice. 

At the chapel in the city, Bro. J. C. Fcss 
preached, assisted by Bro. E. C. Brand. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14rn. 

At 9 a.m., a prayer meeting was held, Brn. 
D. M. Gamet and S. S. Wilcox in charge. 

At 10·30 a.m., preaching by Bro. J. F. 
McDowell, assisted by Bro. J. F. Mintun. 
The speaker said that only a system of re
ligion founded upon the word of God can en
dure. During the last three centuries theol
ogy has changed very much in many respects, 
but true theology presents God's truth as a 
unit and can never change. The principles of 
the gospel of Christ can bring about a perfect 
condition among men, but only as they strictly 
conform to those principles. He spoke of 
the grand blending between the atonement of' 
Christ, the truths he uttered, and his charac
ter. His divine mission was to destroy the 
works of Satan, and so far as Satan has had 
power ,to injure and destroy, so far will the 
atonement of Christ effect for restoration and 
relief. The infinite justice and mercy of God 
calls forth our fullest and deepest love. The 
speaker closed with an exhortation that the 
Saints should exhibit in their lives the love of 
Christ towards all men. 

During the forenoon, quorum meetings were 
held by the Twelve, the Seventy and the First 
and the Third Quorums of Elders. Also at 
noon seven persons were baptized by Bro. J. 
R. Badham. Also during the noon intermis
sion the stockholders of the Order of Enoch 
met and transacted their business, including 
the election of a Board of Directors for the 
ensuing year. 

At 2 p.m., after singing a hymn, prayer 
was offered by Bro. C. Scott, and the minutes 
of the 12th and l~th were read by the Secre
tary. After that he read the reports of seven 
more of the ministry, a synopsis of which will 
be found with the others in yesterday's min
utes. 

President Smith laid the matter of the 
Board of Publication repor~ and the resigna
tion of Brethren Rogers and Dancer before 
the Conference. A motion was made to ac
cept the resignation of Bro. Rogers, and it 
being called for, was read as follows: 

SANDWICH, Ill., Sept. 8th, 1880,, 
To the Brethren in Conference assembled at Council 

Bluffs, Iowa, Greeting :-:-As I do not feel that it is 
actually necessary that I should attend the present 
session of the ~General Conference, I send this 
message of greeting and regard. I thank you for 
your confidence in me, as betokened by your s·us
taining me at your past sessions in my present 
relationship and duties to tha Church of Christ, 
and among these for asking heretofore that I 
should continue as a member of the Board of Pub
lication. But I desire that at this session I may 
be released from this obligation, and I therefore 
present this, my resignation, asking that it be ac
cepted by you. Besides feeling that other men 
can better serve in this relationship than I can, I 
have other reasons which I will not here present. 
It is my wish, us Bishop of the Church, that the 
vacancies that may occur in the Board of Publica
tion at this session may be filled by the nomination 
of men for those vacancies by my Counselors, 
who will be present with you; and I hereby ask 
the Conference to accept and endorse by vote this 
wish of mine, that men may be so nominated, and 
such as the Conference choose may be appointed 
as members of s&id Boatd, that the number may 
be kept full, according to the law of the Church. 

ISRAEL L. ROGERS. 

Discussion was had upon the legality of the 
Bishop delegating his authority to others to 
nominate members of the Board and if the 
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Conference should ratify and endorse such there could not be as many ways of entering Twelve he would feel after them, and if they 
nominations, whether it would be legal. A into life as there are differences· of opinion on hardened not their hearts and stiffened not 
majority of the speakers seemed to hold that religion. Emphatically Christ. taught but one ·their necks, they should be converted and 
it would be legal. Being put to vote, the mo- way. It is a folly for us to think that our healed by his power. That revelation to 
tion to accept the resignation of Bro. Rogers opinions are equal to the positive statements in Thomas B. ~iarsh and his brethren of the 
prevailed. the word of God. The speaker considered at Twelve, exactly foreshadowed what eventually 

The resignation of Bro. Dancer was read, length the mission of Christ, his humble obe- came to pass, and thus the people were bound 
as follows: · dience to God's law, his investing hio disciples with chains that they grew to consider as be-

To the General Ounference, Greeting:-! hereby with power to preach the gospel and heal the ing but golden bands that united them to God. 
present my resignation as a member of the Board sick, the shameful and cruel suffering that he Bro. Luff said that one year ago at our Gen
of Publication, a.nd ask that this Conference re- was subject to, in order that he might gain eral Conference some thought him too young 
lease me from said office and responsibility. Liv- power over death and give. s.alvation to the and inexperienced to go to that field, and 
ing so far from the Herald Office as I do, I can not 
be present always at the meetings of the Board, people. He sent his ministers to all the world, warned him of the danger of his faith being 
nor can I see to the affairs of the office as is a . and, after his ascension, gave the promised wrecked, but he feels that he has not only 
part of my duty to do. For these and other rea- Comforter that they might be able to perform not been wrecked but instead has. been more 
sons that I do not choose to name here, I make their work. In the resurrection our bodies confirmed in the work of God by this expe
the above request. Respectfully yours, are to be quickened by that Spirit, given upon rience than by any other of his life. He had 

DAVID DANCER. 
the day of Pentecost. Upon that day Peter felt the power of God as a mantle resting upon 

Upon motion the resignation of Bro. Dancer stated the conditions upon which it could be him every time that he had stood before the 
was accepted. The following was moved: received by:aii people. He closed by speaking people in that land, and he was satisfied that 

Resolved that this Conference accept and en- of the restoration of the gospel with the same God had ordained the Reorganized Church to 
dorse the recommendation of the Bishop that his conditions and promises. bring the honest in heart out of Utah, and 
Counselors nominate the persons to be voted upon 
to fill the vacancies in the Board of Publication. There was preaching in the chapel at Coun- that he had held back the powers that be 

This was spoken to by E. L. Kelley, D. H. oil Bluffs by Columbus Scott, assisted by Jas.

1 

until t.his should ta.ke place. 
Bays and R. M. Elvin in favor, and by J. M. Caffall. At the noon recess there was a meeting of 
'l: s 1 Th d J h L ff ------- the Priest's Quorum. 
r arvey, o omon omas an osep u WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15rn. I 
against. It was then adopted by a large ma-
jority vote. .During the early morning, seven more were 

On separate motions G. A. Blakeslee, W. led into the waters of baptism, six by Bro. 
W. Blair and Joseph Smith were sustained as Reuben Goreham and one by Bro. Milton 
members of the Board of Publication. Daugherty. 

At 9 a. m. the Twelve met in council, as 

Da~~=r~~;;i~: ~~~~~~!~~\~:e~h~;~~~~:Sd ~~~ ::~ d~~ ~~~e~~~;;i~~~s' ~~ot~u~~;:~,~~od 
further time, till to morrow, before making the Third Quorums of Elders. 
nominations to fill vacancies in the Board, as. At the same hour the Saints convened for 
they wish if possible to choose men who can 
conveniently attend to the business and who prayer and testimony, and selected I. N. White 
may also be qualified for the duties that will and Rudolph Etzenhouser to have charge. 
be required of them. The time asked for was At the same meeting those baptized this morn-

ing were confirmed by Alfred White, A. W. 
granted by vote. Lockling, Henry Garner and William Cham-

The following preamble and resolution were hers. 
moved and adopted, after remarks by J. W. At 10 : 3o a. m. Bro. Thomas Nutt had 
Chatburn, J. M. Harvey, E. C. Brand, and h f th · · · t' B J h 
11J. L. Kelley, namely: c arge o e servwes m ass1s mg ro. osep 

Luff, who spoke from the words of Paul, that 
Whereas the Board of Publication has acted for in the latter times some should depart from 

the Church without cost or expense to that body, h H h 
and during their management a small loss has ac- the fait . e preac ed a discourse upon the 
crued to the Church, for which the Church by res- evils existing and brcught about through the 
olution of the General Conference of April, 1880, apostasy of the I.atter Day Saints from the 
held the Treasurer responsible; and true principle first g-iven to the Church. He 

Whereas, there is no evidence of any intent or said that he had been combatin~~: these evil 
or act on the part of the Board to use unjustly 
or fraudulently any moneys coming into their things,for some months past in Utah. He 
hands; therefore be it felt that history repeated itself from age to 

At 1:30 p.m. sung "Behold what glorious 
grace." Prayer by Bro. M:. H. Forscutt. 
The minutes of yesterday's session were read. 

The counselors of the Bishop were asked if 
they were ready to make the nominations for 
filling the vacancies in the Board of Publica
tion, and Bro. Stebbins presented the follow
ing names for a choice to be made froiil, as 
selected by himself and Bro. Dancer, namely, 
W. H. Curwev, Phineas Cadwell, J. W. Chat
burn and J. M. Harvey. 

The first name was taken up, and it was 
moved that the choice of Bro. W. H. Cm·wen 
be ratified by the Conference. After remarks 
from several, the motion was put upon its 
passage and carried. Then the name of Bro. 
Phineas Cadwell was presented, a like motion 
was made, and after remarks. this nomination 
was also ratified by the Conforence and thus 
Brn. Cm·wen and Cad well were chosen as 
members of the Board of Pubiication to fill 
the vacancies made by th<o resignation of Brn. 
Rogers and Dancer. 

The reports of J. H. Hansen and Clarence 
St. Clair were rilad. Also written reports 
from twelve districts, as fullows: 

DISTRICT REPORTS. 

Resolved that we do hereby release the Treas- age, in that always there seems to be a dispo
urer.from the payment of such sum, named in the sition on the part of man to fall away from 
resolution of April, 1880. the true faith as revealed from heaven, and to 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Brn. go into those practices that satisfy the lower As the statistical reports of districts are re-
Rogers and Dancer for faithful performance passions of his nature. There has been a quired but once a year, namely, at the April 
of duty as members of the Board. greater tendency to yield to det'ltructive infiu General Conference, the numerical changes are 

A t d " not given, but only the spiritual standiDg and nnouncemen s were rna e 10r qqorum ences than to saving ones, or good ones. In 
meetings to morrow morning, and appoint- Eden, in the Mosaic dispensation, and in the situation in the districts that report. The fol-

t f t . th' · d t 1 • k lowing named report to this session: men s or mee mgs IS evenmg an o-morrow, gospe dispensatiOns, man ind seems to have 
Bro. M. H. Forscutt announced that he had been ready to turn back, and seemingly to Spring River District, Kansas and Missouri. .J. 
250 h · t t k · h ''S · t ' T. Davies, president, reports by letter that this names w o promise o a e t e am s lonu for the flesh. pots of Egypt, for the house 

$ "' district is in fair working order. Considerable 
Harmony" at 1.25. of bondage. The speaker gave quotations preaching has been done and some have been bap-

A hymn was sung and the benediction was from the revelations in the Book of Doctrine tized. Three of the ministry are under Ge11era! 
pronounced. and Covenants, and showed how the prophe· Conference appointment in th11t region and one 

cies given through Joseph Smith had been under dist:ric,t appointment. Bro. Davies presents 

At 7 30 p.m., preaching by A. J. Cato, as
sisted by D.1niel Hougas. Five of the seven 
baptized in the morning were confirmed under 
the hands of J H. Lake, J. R. Badham, Thos. 
Nutt and R. M. Elvin. 

The text of the speaker was, ''Not every one 
that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter in
to the_ kingdom of heaven." He said that 

for the consideration of the Conference that , he 
exactly fulfilled, how they had come to pass finds from the Bishop's Agent that only two min
according to the words spoken by the Lord to isters can be supported by district means, and 
the Church before the death of Joseph. God he asks the Conference to appoint accordingly, un
warned and forewarned. them of the tribula. ·less the Bishop of the Church is able to furnish 
• f, ]' h 1 • h' help for that field. They need for the work all the 

twns to come, t•r 1g t Y esteeming 18 coun- Elders they can have, if they can be supported. 
sd and the law by which they were to have JJfontana District, Gomer Reese, president, re
been sanctified. God also promised that after ports it by letter as being in a very fair condition, 
the tribulations that should come upon the excepting as to one branch. Elders Blair and. 
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Brand, miSSIOnaries, have done the most of the 
preaching, the local ministry having done very 
little, but they have baptized quite a good number. 

Southern California Dis!rict. The president, J. 
F. Burton, reports by letter that there are many 
calls for preaching in the southern part of the di,s
triot, and in the field outside of the branches the 
prospect is very enccmraging. The northern and 
middle portions of the district he has not visited 
since its organization, but expects to do so imme
diately. He has devoted his time to the work of 
tbe ministry, almost exclusively so. 

Far West District, Missouri, is represented by 
J. M. Terry in person, who says that the evidences 
presented at their last conference showed that the 
district was, with few exceptions, in a good and 
prosperous condition. The district petitions that 
A. H. Smith be continued in charge of the mission 
embracing that district. 

Nodaway District, Missouri, is reported by 
Thomas Nutt in person as delegate, who says that 
it is in a good condition generally, and that peace 
and harmony prevails. By honorable living and 
dealing the Saints are making good impressions on 
the minds of the people. Some of the Elders are 
magnifying their calling in their local missions. 
He is the traveling preacher of the district, and 
finds that predjudice is fast giving way wherever 
the gospel is being preached, for they are made to 
understand the difference between the Reorganiza
tion and the Utah church. There are many calls 
for preaching, more than can be supplied. Many 
Elders in the district are of foreign birth and can 
not present the gospel readily in the English lan
guage, but they preach by example to good effect. 
Bro. Nutt expresses thanks to God for the light and 
liberty of God's Spirit that he has enjoyed, and he 
desires to help make the cause honorable. 

Southem Nebraska District is reported by the 
president, Levi Anthony, in person. He says that 
the district is in a better condition than at last 

·report, but there is room yet for improvement. He 
has visited all the branches, and done what he 
could, but the district covers a very large territory 
and there are many members scattered through it, 
and many openings for preaching which can not 
be supplied without more laborers. From all di" 
rectiona come calls for the bread of life, and Bro. 
Anthony asks the General Conference to send 
laborers into that field. The district desires R. J. 
Anthony to come if he is released from his pres
ent field; also tha,t R M. E!vin be assigned to that 
region. 

Kewanee District, Illinois, reported by letter 
from its president, J. A. Robinson, who says that 
the cause in the district is not in a very flourish
ing condition. Chief among the trials in ·some 
branches is the humiliating fact that some of the 
Elders are quarreling with their brethren, and 
others have grown cold through the continual 
oroaki~g of those who are harping about points of 
law. Yet, notwithstanding all this, there are a 
number of good, faithful, earnest men who are la· 
boring for the redemption of Zion. Bro. Robinson 
expresses the hope that whenever the General 
Conference sends ministers there it will send such 
as will come and labor, not sit around among the 
branches or merely pass from one to another. He 
wants men who will push out and preach where 
there are no Saints; this is the kind of ministers 
they need in that district. Their branches are 
well officered, and hence these organizations are 
able to take care of themselves. If you have no 
men to send who will go out around, please do not 
send us any at all. But men of the right stamp 
will find a hearty welcome, and plenty to do. 

Independence Di.,trict, Missouri, reported by let
ter from J. J. Kaster, president of the district. 
he says that the spiritua.l standing of the district 
is only moderate, not as it should be; but yet bet
ter than when last reported. The chapel at Inde. 
pendence is enclosed and meetings are being held 
in it. The contention caused by erecting said 
building seem to have ceased, and better times are 
hoped for. 

Pottawattarnie District, Iowa, represented by H. 
N. Hansen, president, as not being in a good con
dition. However, he knows of no serious difficul
ty existing, and there are many good Saints who 

love the cause, and who rejoice in the work. There 
are good chances for preaching, but no Elder is 
among them who can spend all his time in the 
ministry, and but few preach on the Sabbath. R. 
M. Elvin has labored among them. Wherever the 
seed has been sown it has borne fruit to the glory 
of God. 

Fremont District, Iowa. Considerable preaching 
has been done by J. R. Badham, Eber Benedict and 
others. Several baptisms have taken place, and 
there ase many places where laborers are called 
for. < Daniel Hougas, president; Wm. Leeka, clerk. 

Little Sioux District, Iowa. The spiritual con
dition of some of the branches is good, but others 
are not doing as well as they might. The ministry 
are laboring as they can, and their conference has 
made a move towards keeping one or more minis
ters in the field, by supplying financial aid. At 
present there is no one who devotes all his time to 
the work in that district. J. C. Crabb, president. 

De.1 Moines District, Iowa, reported by I. N. 
White, delegate, who believes that the situation in 
the district is still better than at last report, al
though many things are not altogether pleasant. 
l!'inanoially the District was never on s~' good a 
footing as it is at present. At their las't confer
ence there seemed to be almost an unanimous voice 
in favor of tithing or freewill offerings, and if the 
brethren will only put their resolutions into prac
tice the work will flourish, for they say they "will 
do all they can." 

The above are all the district reports submitted 
in writing. 

HENRY A. STEBBINs, Ohurch Secretary. 

Br(). J. F. McDowell gave a verbal report 
of the Nauvoo and String Prairie District; 
Bro. ~. H. Gurley a verbal report of the 
Decatur District, and Bro. M. H. Forscutt a 
verbal report of the Northern Illinois District. 

A recommendation from the Maple Land
ing Branch for the ordination of one of their 
number as an Elder was referred to the Little 
Sioux District, the said branch being in 
Monona county, Iowa. 

The petitions for special laborers to be 
returned to or continued in certain fields, as 
read on the 13th, were all referred to the 
quorum of the Twelve for their consideration 
in connection with the subject of Missions. 

The report of the committee appointed last 
spring in the case of Bro. A. G. Weeks was 
read as follows: 

June 19th, 1880.-We, your court, decide as fol
lows, wherein A. G. Weeks is the defendant and 
J. T. Kinnaman the plaintiff: After a careful and 
prayerful consideration we find that Bl'O. Weeks 
has taught in private as well as in public, doc
trines which the Church ~s a body does not en
dorse, thereby causing divisions. We recommend 
that he cease from teaching said doctrines until 
the Church may decide on the truthfulness or fal
sity thereof. 

WILLiAM LEWIS,} 
Signed, J. D FLANDERs, Committee. 

D. E. POWELL, 

A motion was made and adopted whereby 
the report and the papers therewith were re
ferred to the First Quorum of Elders, for their 
action, he being a member of that quorum. . 

The appeal of P. H. Reinsimar of Salt Lake 
City was referred to a committee of' three, and 
the president appointed Hugh Lytle, .J. C. 
Cra,bb and M. H. Forscutt as said committee. 

The appeal of George Hatt, George Med
lock and William B.tl!inger, was ordered also 
to be referred to a committee, and the Presi
dent chose M. H Forscutt, .J. C. Crabb and 
Hugh Lytle. ' 

In the case of Frederick C. W arnkey and 
the Colorado saints, a motion was made to 
refer it also to a committee of three; but by 
request of the president the motion was with-

drawn. It was then moved to indefinitely 
postpone the subject, but by a subsequent ac. 
tion the matter was referred to James Caffall, 
the president of that mission. 

It was moved and adopted that the resolu
tion on what constitutes the foundation of the 
Church be made the special order for to-mor
row afternoon. 

The resolution from the Little Sioux Dis
trict upon the revelations in the Doctrine and 
Covenants was read, as follows: 

Whereas, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, in conference assembled at Galland's 
Grove, Shelby Co,, Iowa, in the month of Septem· 
ber, 1878, did decide, "That the Holy Scriptures 
as translated, corrected and revised by Joseph 
Smith the martyr, the Book of Mormon, and the 
revela(ion as contained in the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants be accepted as standard of author
ity on all points of doctrine in said Church," and 
whereas there was action taken at the Semi-Annu
al Conference held at Galland's Grove, Shelby Co , 
Iowa, in September, 1879, which we believe is not 
in harmony with the teachings of those books 
above referred to, therefore, be it 

Resolved, by the Little Sioux District of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, that 
we respectfully ask the Semi-Annual Conference 
to be held at Park's Mills, Pottawattamie Co., 
Iowa, to clearly define if any Elder can be a true 
representative of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints, and reject any of the revela
tions found in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. 
If so, which and how many; if so, if any Elder 
can not reject all the revelations found in said 
book, and still be a !i.t representative of the 
Church. 

I hereby certify that the above preambles and 
resolution are a true copy of the preambles and 
resolution adopted by the Little Sioux District 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
held at Magnolia, Harrison Co,, Iowa, August 28 
and 29, 1880. WM. C. CADWELL, 

Clerk of District. 

It was moved to refer it to President Joseph 
Smith and the Twelve who are present at this 
Conference, for them to consider and report 
upon. President Smith called Bro. H. A. 
Stebbins to preside during the discussion of 
this question. The motion to refer was spoken 
upon, being favored by Brn. Crabb, J. W. 
Chatburn, Harvey and N utt, and opposed by 
Brn. Brand and McDowell, who believed that 
it would be more satisfactory for it to be con
sidered by the Conference as a whole. Then 
an amendment was moved that the members 
of the High Priests' Quorum .who are present 
shall assist the two quorums before named in 
considering it. This was spoken upon; and 
a further amendment was moved that the Quo
rum of the Seventy be also added to that body, 
and this was followed by a substitute that the 
whole subject be referred to the General As
sembly of the quorums of the Church when 
they shall be called by the President. This 
was favored by A. H. Smith, Joseph Smith 
and R. M. Elvin, and opposed by .T. M.Harvey. 

Further discussion upon this maLter was cut 
off by a motion to adjourn. 

Announcements were made for preaching 
and for quorum meetings, and the session 
closed with the usual exercises. 

At 7:30 p m. prayer was offered by W. T. 
Bozarth, and J. M. Terry preached a dis
course from the text in Malachi, "For I am 
the L<Jrd, I change not." He spoke of the glo
rious perfection of the world, as it was finished 
by the great Creator, and when it was by him 
pronounced "very good'' His crowning work, 
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man, was placed in the -garden of Eden and 
given dominion over the earth, and also his 
free agency, so much like God was he as to be 
endowed with it by Him. He knew nothing 
of sin and sorrow, but God gave him a chance 
to exercise his free agency in making a choice 
between evil and good, sin and obedience, 
punishment and happiness. He gave him 
permission to eat of all the trees but one, but 
this commandment not to eat of that tree was 
violated, and man became separated from God; 
this was the first death. But by the mercy 
of God, a space of time was granted to man to 
permit him to gain favor with the Almighty, 
by obedience to the laws of righteousness. He 
had first used his agency in chosing the wrong, 
he could now distinguish between the two, 
and might choose the right and enjoy its 
blessings. God looked with compassion upon 
man in his transgression and helplessness, and 
introduced a means of salvation, man still 
having his agency to accept or refuse, but if 
he obeyed it he could return to the presence 
of God. That law was per feet in the fullest 
extent of the term. The speaker's voice failed 
ere he was through, because of the extra 
exertion needed to speak in the open air, and 
Bro. Bozarth followed with remarks upon the 
unchangeability of God and his laws and 
promises. 

At the chapel in the city, there was preach
ing by Joseph ,Lulif, assisted by J. Caffall. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 16TH. 

During the forenoon there were quorum 
meetings held by the Twelve, the High Priests, 
the Seventy, and the First, Second and Fourth 
Quorums of Elders. 

At 9 a.m. the prayer meeting was in charge 
of William Jordan and John Hawley. 

At 10: 30 a.m. R. M. Elvin preached the 
funeral sermon of Bro. Caswell D. Stevens' 
child. J. T. Kinnaman offered prayer, and 
Bro. Elvin spoke from the words of the Psalm
ist, "As for me, I_ shall be satisfied when I 
awake in thy likeness." He said that the en
tire history of the race had been one of sor
row, because that death is in the world-is 
with us constantly. However near and dear 
our friends may be, they are passing away. 
But we are assur!}d that there will be a restora
tion of that which has been lost by death, and 
there will be a re-union. David rejoiced that 
he should yet see the face of God, and then 
he would be satisfied. The awakening shall 
come to all men by the power of God, and the 
gospel includes the promise of the resurrec
tion from the dead, that man shall be brought 
out from an otherwise endless oblivion. The 
resurrection is a fact, proved· by the rising of 
Jesus Christ. The perfect condition in that 
state will come to man by obedience to perfect 
laws. The speaker treated somewhat upon 
the glories to be given to the redeemed, ac
cording to their works. 

After the discourse three were baptized by 
Levi Wilson. 

At 1 : 30 p.m. the assembly sung "Welcome 
delightful morn." Prayer was offered by C. 
Derry. The minutes of yesterday were read. 

A motion prevailed limiting the time for 
speaking upon questions this afternoon to ten 
minutes each. 

The preambles· and resolution upon the 
foundation of the Church were read, as fol
lows: 

Whereas, There exists a lliversity of opinion 
among the Elders respecting the foundation of the 
Church; some maintaining it to be revelatioll, 
(Mat. 16:17, 18), others believing it to be apostles 
and prophets, with Jesus Christ as the chief 
corner stone, (!i;ph. 2: 50), while still another 
class believe it to be Christ Jesus, (l Cor. 3:11 ). 
And, " 

Whereas, It is believed to be of paramount 
importance that the Church should be a unit on 
questions of such magnitude, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That, Jesus Christ, in his divine 
character, is the foundation of the Church. 

D. H. BAYs. 

A motion to adopt was succeeded by an 
amendment that there be added at the close of 
the resolution the words, "But not the rock 
referred to in Matthew 16: 18." The·amend
ment was favored by Brn. Hyde, Crabb, Nutt 
and C. Derry, and opposed by Brn. McDowell, 
Bays and Hawley, and being put to vote was 
adopted. Then a substitute was offered for 
the motionas amended, reading as follows: 

Whereas this conference is not a body authori
zed to render a final decision upon points of doc
trine, therefore be it 

Resolved that the question now pending be re
ferred to a General Assembly of the Quo1·ums at 
the earliest Ilractical convenience. 

This met with favor and was adopted. 
Then the business pending at the close of 

yesterday's session was taken up, and H. A. 
Stebbins was called to preside during its dis
cussion. He read the action had on yester
day, and presented the substitute for further 
consideration. It was moved to strike out the 
words "General Assembly," and insert instead 
that it be referred back to this conference; 
but it being already the property of the con
ference till otherwise disposed of, the chair 
ruled that the motion was out of order. The 
question being called for, the substitute was 
adopted, whereby the matter was referred to 
the General Assembly. 

President Smith took the chair. 
The following report was presented by the 

High Priests' Quorum : 
HIGH PRIESTS' QUORUM REPORT. 

We, your brethren, members of the High Priests' 
Quorum, have had two meetings on the Con
ference ground, and considering it important that 
steps be taken to facilitate missionary labor, have 
decided upon, and herewith submit for your 
approval or disapproval, the following preamble 
and reJ3olutions, as expressing our unanimous 
opinion on the question on which it treats: 

Whereas, First, the revelations accepted by 
the Church make it the duty of the Church to 
liberate the hBnds of the Twelve and the Seventy; 
and 

Whereas, Second, the Twelve and the Seventy, 
as the especial witnesses of the Church to the 
world, should first go as missionaries into all the 
world, and 

Whereas, Third, we believe that the funds. of 
the General Church Treasury should be first used 
to supply the families of the Twelve and Seventy, 
before the families of the High Priests, Elders or 
Priests are supplied, or money employed to send 
High Priests, Elders or Priests to distant fields of 
labor, therefore be it hereby 

Resolved, lsi, That no member of this, or of 
any quorum other than that of the Twelve and 
Seventy, should be sent out as missionaries under 
General Conference appointment, until all mem
bers of these two quorums shall have been sent, 
or shall have been excused for cause by proper 
authority, or shall have positively declined to go. 

2nd, That the members of the Twelve and the 
Seventy should be all assigned to missionary 

labor, in harmony with the law; the funds of the 
Church be used for the prosecution of their mis
sions, and the support of their families. 

3rd, That if the number of the Twelve and 
Seventy are insufficient to supply demands for 
general ministerial labor, and there be funds to 
su13tain other families than those of these quorums, 
then members of other quorums may be chosen 
and sent by General Conference, and their families 
also supplied from the Church Treasury, impar
tially, with the families of the Twelve and the 
Seventy. Itespectfully submitted, 

MARK H. FOR8CUT1', 
Secretary of Q1torum. 

The resolutions offered by the quorum were 
adopted as expressing the sentiments of this 
conference. 

The report of the Quorum of Seventy was 
read: 

QUORUM OJ! SEVENTY REPORT. 

The Seventy hereby present that the quorum is 
in fair working order, but on account of the finan
cial condition of the Church, is not as good as de
sired. Upon the record are the names of eight.y 
members, who, so far as we know, are standing 
as Seventies. 

It is or may be fair to say that the quorum is 
about full, lf not altogether, though we entertain 
doubt as to some whose names remain upon record. 

Furthermore we respectfully submit for the con
sideration of the Conference the following: 

Whereas the general church funds have hereto
fore been used in sending out Elders and Priests 
as missionaries, instead of sending those whom 
the law directs as the proper ones who should 
have precedence; therefore be it 

Resolved that we recommend to this Conference 
that the funds for missionary purposes be used to 
release, first, the quorums of the Twelve and Seven
ty, who should, properly, be the general and lead
ing missionaries of the Church to the world as the 
la.w directs. And we do hereby pledge ourselves 
to strive to magnify our calling as auxiliaries to 
the quorum of the Twelve, in carrying the gospel 
to all nations, if the Church will stand by alld sus. 
tain us. GLAUD RODGER, President. 

· J. F. McDowELL, Clerk. 

The resolution of this quorum was also 
adopted as expressing the views of this con
ference. 

The president asked if there had been any 
collusion or agreement between these two quo
rums to both enact the same resolutions, and 
various testimonies showed that neither quo
rum was aware of the action of the other till 
it was read in conference. 

The report of the First Q,l,;rum uf l~!ders 
was read as follows : 

FIRST QUORUM OF ELDERS' REPORT. , 

The First Quorum of Elders held meetings on 
the 14th, 15th and 16tb, and transacted business. 

The case of J D. Bennett was referred to Elders 
Alfred White, Henry Halliday and W. W. Gaylord 
for examination. 

Elders Bond, Walker, Ellison, Pitt, Bennet!, 
Waddel, B. B. Brackenbury, Yerrington, Oliver, 
J. Kemp, J obe Brown and I. M. Smith report edt 
by letter, and D. Hougas, C. Sheen, H. Hansen, 
W. W. Gaylord, S. Woods, A White, Haliidny, 
Badham and Elvin in person. 

The case of J. A. Crawford was referred to 
Elders T. Nutt, D. Hougas Bnd S. Woods for ex
amination. 

The resignation of F. G. Pitt as secretary of the 
quorum was accepted and J. R. Badbam was 
chosen in his place. 

Committee on the case of Bro. Bennett reported 
satisfactorily and he was received illto the quorum 
again. 

Committee on the case of J. A. Crawford re
ported, and upon considering it, a motion to drop 
his name from the record was adopted, he having 
departed from the faith, 

A vote being taken upon what the rock is that 
is named in Matthew 16:18, the resolution pre
vailed unanimously that revelation is said rock, 
and it was resolved that revelation from God, 
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through the Holy Spirit is the sure foundation. 
The case of A. G. Weeks was taken up, and 

certain correspondence between him and the 
president of the quorum was read. Also testimony 
was received from J. T. Kinnaman in person, and 
upon motion the name of A. G. Weeks was dropped 
from the record of the First Quorum of Elders. 

James M. Stubbard and Jerome Ruby were 
received into the quorum to fill vacancies, thus 
filling the number to 96 again, as the law directs. 

Submitted in behalf of the quorum, 
R. M. ELVIN, President, 

J. R. BADHAM, Secretary. 

On separate motions the names of Elders 
Donald JYJ:aule and Eli Clothier were taken 
from the table, where they were laid at last 
April Conference, and it was moved that they 
be ordained High Priests. The propriety and 
necessity of such ordinations was discussed, 
and, in the case of the first named, the motion 
to ordain was lost, and in th~ case of the sec
ond, a motion to indefinitely postpone pre
vailed. 

The report of the Little Sioux District was 
read, also a brief one from J. C. Crabbe con
cerning his labors in the ministry in said dis. 
trict the past year. 

The following was moved and adopted: 
Whereas, action has been had that moneys shall 

only be paid out of the Church treasury to mem
bers of the Quorum of the Twelve and of the Sev
enty; therefore, be it 

Resolved that if there are any Elders laboring 
in distant fields who are not members of the above 
quorums, they shall receive, if necessary, aid to 
return home. 

Announcements of quorum meetings were 
made, also of services to-morrow afternoon. 

President Smith spoke upon the subject of 
sickness and disease being incurred by the 
Saints as well as others through the violation 
_of law; also, concerning administering the 
ordinance to such. He warned the Saints of 
the danger, and exhorted them to abstain from 
using polluting things, and against doing evil 
against their natures by transgressing the laws 
that if observed would give them health and 
happiness. 

Adjourned with a hymn and the benedic
tion. 

After the session four were baptized by 
Heman C. Smith, and the Fourth Quorum of 
Kders held a meeting to transact business 
pertaining to the quorum. 

At 7: 30 p.m. J. R. Lambf)rt preached, -as
sisted by G. S. Hyde and J. W. Wight. The 
six baptized during the day were confirmed 
under th~ hands of H. C. Smith, W. T. Bo
zarth, G. S. Hyde and Levi Wilson. 

The text of Bro. Lambert was the words of 
Jesus, "And this gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world as a witness to all 
nations, and then shall the end come:' The 
speaker said there must be a time when the 
word of God will have a fulfillmel'!t. Christ 
was riot only a preacher, but when he preach
ed there were certain powers and blessings 
enjoyed, and he healed the sick. But we are 
not to believe that all were healed, for this 
would be oppose'd to the facts of history. Yet 
there were no diseases but those that the pow
er of God could reach. And the gospel is 
unchangeable, and Paul marvelled that some 
in his days had departed from its simplicity. 
And the curse he spoke of was to be upon 
those who thus departed 'from or perverted 
that gospel. Hence there was great danger in 

taking such steps. There is but one Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and by him and through him is 
salvation obtained. There is a oneness of 
spirit to be obtained by obeying the oneness 
of the letter. John says that whosoever abid
eth in the doctrine of Christ (this unity of 
truth) hath both the Father and the Son, but 
whoso doth not abide in it, hath not God. 
This plan not only applied then, but it does 
so now also, and in all ages of the world like
wise. Jesus spoke of "this gospel'' of the 
kingdom, meaning a definite one, and he 
preached it; and he commanded his disciples 
to preach it in aU the world. And the things 
which they. preached were principles to be 
believed, commandments to be opeyed, and 
promises to be received; and these were and 
are immutable and unchangeable, the same in 
all ages. So also is the organiz1.tion of the 
Church or Kingdom-the body of Chri9t, in 
which God set apostles, prophets, etc., as writ
ten by Paul to the Corinthians and Ephesians. 
Whenever this kingdom of God is established, 
then ambassadors are sent forth to teach and 
administer its laws. This kingdom must be 
founded, must be in existence in order for 
ambassadors to be sent forth among the 
nations, just as earthly governments can only 
be represented in foreign countries after being 
established as nations having power to appoint 
ambassadors to represent their claims and 
rights. And there are certain characteristics 
by which the gospel may be known whenever 
it is restored, and the kingdon when it is 
established. The fundamental principles are 
mentioned in He b. 6:1-2, and their observ
ance is required of those who desire salvation, 
and the promised gifts and blessings are 
given only on condition of righteousness. 
Faith, virtue, temperance, patience, godliness 
are necessary graces and qualities. If these 
are lacking we are yet in our sins. The 
restored gospel enjoins the same purity and 
righteousness, and the revelations in our day 
command the ministry to teach the same 
principles, gifts and graces as were taught in 
former days, in no way differing. And they 
are authorized to promise the same Holy 
Ghost from heaven as was formerly enjoyed. 
They are commanded to teach the gospel as 
found in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, 
which could not be done if the books did not 
agree as to God and his truth. These books 
c~ndemn all sinful practices and crimes. Some 
say that the Latter Day Saints were a bad 
people in Missouri, but we know that what
ever evil they did was because they did not 
give heed to the things they were commanded 
to do. Jesus promised a restoration of the 
gospel just prior to the end of the world or 
the destruction of the wicked, and it is now 
preached as a sign and witness of his second 
coming. In Rev. 14:6 we are told that it 
would be restored in the ·hour of God's judg
ments upon the world, and by angelic minis
tration too.· And these words-were fulfilled. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 17TH. 

At 9 a.m. the usual prayer meeting was 
held, in charge of John A. Mcintosh and 
G. W. Conyers, Senior. 

During the forenoon, quorum meetings were 
held by the Twelve, the Seventy, and the 
Second, Third, and Fourth , Quorums of 
Elders. 
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At 10: 30 a.m. the exercises were as usual, 
with prayer by Charles Sheen, and Alfred 
White spoke concerning the new and ever
lasting covenant. He thought that there was 
a great responsibility resting on Chris~'s min
isters in teaching this gospel covenant to the 
world. God's great mercy to the world is 
manifested by his act of giving an opportunity 
for man to return to him through Christ and 
that covenant. God made a covenant with 
Abraham, and because of the disobedience of 
Israel as to this covenant they suffered bondage. 
Christ became the mediator of a covenant of 
life and salvation, which was to be written on 
the hearts of men, and was to be given to all 
men, _not alone to the Hebrew people. This 
covenant includes baptism of the water and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, whereby man 
might know of his acceptance with God, and 
also that his sins are forgiven him by this 
obedience. Christ commanded his ministers 
to rejoice not in their spiritual power, but in 
the fact that their names were written in 
heaven. The knowledge that Jesus was the 
Christ came only by the revelation of God, 
the true God being one who declares that he 
will reveal himself to all who obey him, who 
repent, are baptized and who keep his holy 
commandments to the end, adding to their 
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance and 
patience, and showing by their walk that they··· 
have received of the nature and spirit of 
Christ. 

At 1 : 30 p.m. the hymn "Truth reflects 
upon our senses,". was sung, and prayer was 
offered by Z. H. Gurley. 

The report of the Third Qaorum of Eiders 
was read: 

THIRD QUORUM OF ELDERS' REPORT. 

The quorum have held three meetings during 
this session of Conference. 

J. T. Kinnaman, president of the quorum, being 
one of the committee appointed to investigate the 
case of J. W. Johnson, stated that he had visited 
Bro. Johnson and had enquired into his condnct 
and was assured that he was at that time doing 
better, but that l!ttter developments showed that 
the br.other was in transgression and dishonoring 
the cause. The report was received and the com
mittee continued for further investigation. 

The pre.sident gave the members of the quorum 
some wholesome instructions in rel!:ard t.o duties. 

Josiah Curtis, J. c, Mcintyre and John Chapman, 
Sen., were received into the quorum. 

Geo. Kemp, John Goode and J. W. Waldsmith 
were appointed to investigate the conduct of J. V. 
Roberts, and requested to report to the president 
of the quorum, that he may take action. 

Reports of labor were made by Brn. Hawley, 
Walling, Terry, Goode, Anthony, Waldsmith, 
Parker, ChaJ;lman, Whiting, Geo. Kemp, Booth, 
Goreham, Farmer, Chatburn, Charles Kemmish, E. 
T. Dobson and Kinnaman. 

The following was unanimously adopted by the 
quorum: Resolved that we, as a quorum, in con
sideration of there being some doctrinal points on 
which there seem to be some division [of senti
ment] feel it our duty, for the sake of cherishing 
and manifesting that spirit of unity which is char
acteristic of the gospel, to refrain as much as pos
sible from discussion of such points, uutil such 
time when in the economy of God they ma.y be 
definitely decided upon by the proper authorities 
of the Church. 

Each member of the quorum is hereby requested 
to report either in person to the quorum or to the 
president by letter, at least once every year. 

Motions were made sustaining .J. T. Kinnama,n 
as president of the quorum, T. W. Chat.burn and 
J. M. Terry as his counselors, and E. T. Dobson 
as secretary of quorum. 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



318 THE SAINTS' HERALD. 

The following appeal or petition from the 
Mason's Grove Branch was read: 

The Mason's Grove Branch of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints hereby appeal 
to your honorable body from the division of the 
March session of the Galland's Grove District of 
said Church reversing the decision of said branch 
against John D. Newcom; a member thereof, and 
respectfully ask that the evidence in the case be 
considered by you or by a committee appointed 
by the Conference and representing them, and 
that a decision be had at its session referred to 
above. The Galland's Grove District has been 
notified that this appeal would be taken •. 

E. T. DonsoN, 
In behalf of Mason's Grove Branch. 

It was referred to William Leeka, A. J. Cato 
and J. C. Mcintyre, a3 a committee of inves
tigation. 

By motion the hour for morning prayer 
meeting was changed from nine o'clock to 
eight o'clock. 

The following was moved: 
Whereas the financial affairs of the Church 

are not in as good condition as we would desire, 
and thereby the promulgation of the gospel is 
much hindered; and 

Whereas, we have almost entirely departed 
from the law concerning missionary labor, the 
ministry almost .invariably first making a call on 
the Bishop for money before they attempt to start 
out to preach; therefore be it 

Resolved, that we recommend the ministry in 
the future to try and comply with the law, as far 
as practicable, which says, "Therefore let no man 
among you (for this commandment is unto all the 
faithful who are called of God in the Church unto 
his ministry) from this hour take purse or scrip, 
that goeth forth to proclaim this gosp(li."-Doo
trine and Covenants, p. 228, new edi.tion. 

It was spoken upon by Brn. Harvey, Brand, 
Sheen, Chambers and Gurley, in favor; and 
opposed by Brn. McDowell, Lake and Lam
bert, and then by motion it was referred to 
the General Assembly of the quorums. 

The following memorial was presented by 
J. W. Briggs: 

MEMORIAL BY J. W. BRIGGS. 

]Jfernorial to the Church of Jesu8 Christ of Latter 
JJay Saint8, in General Conference assembled: 

BRETHREN: At the last Annual Conference your 
memorialist submitted a summary of the- case 
prosecuted against him for the last three years, 
alleging therein that all the issues in the case 
were, hy the report of the Quorum of the Twelve, 
and the adoption of the same by the Conference 
of September, 1879, disposed of, save one, to wit, 
that of the Gathering, and this allegation was not 
denied nor controverted by my accusers, but 
acquiesced in by the action therein being confined 
to the said remaining question; and upon this 
question your memorialist did in said summary 
distinctly accept the finding of the Quorum of the 
Twelve thereon, as his belief and position on that 
question, and alleging that this is tl!,e position of 
oft,he Church, as shown by our acts in three Gener
al Conferences, to wit, that of 1852, 1863 and 1876, 
and this allegation was not denied by my accusers 
in their answer, and therefore must be deemed 
admitted. And further, your memorialist asked 
relief from the hasty and unjust act of the pre
ceding Semi-Annual Conference. Upon which 
the late Annual Conference passed the following 
preamble and resolution-and proviso attached. 

"Whereas in his letter to this Conference
appealing from the decision of last Semi-Annual 
Conference, a decision based upon the findings of 
the Quorum of the Twelve in his case, Bro. Jason 
W. Briggs concedes the position assumed by the 
Reorganized Church on the S\lbject of the gather
ing, and whereas in so doing he virtually recedes 
from the position charged against him on this 
question, be it hereby 

"Resolved, that he be exonerated from the dis
ability attaching to kim now, as far as such dis-

ability results from the finding of the Quorum of 
the Twelve in his case and the action of the Semi
Annual Conference thereon, in which he was 
declared guilt.y of teaching contrary to the revel
ations of God and the faith of the Church on the 
subject of the gathering. Provided that he shall 
in express terms recede from the position the 
Quorum of the Twelve found him guilty of occupy. 
ing, in antagonism to the Church." 

Now I object to the statement in this preamble, 
that in conceding the position of the Church I 
virtually "recede from the position ·charged" as 
found by the Quorum of the Twelve, but instead I 
declared distinctly in t!lat paper that the finding 
of the quorum is correct and that the position so 
attributed to me was the declared position of the 
Church as shown by its records upon this subject. 
And as I did not in that paper "virtually x·ecede" 
from that position, I can not "in express terms 
recede" as required by the said proviso. I asked 
the Annual Conference to pass upon the issue and 
justify me or justify my accusers, and they gave 
me the foregoing-! asked for justice and was 
offered an inconsistency-"! asked for bread and 
was offered a stone." I therefore renew my 
petition for justice at your hands. To wit, to pass 
upon the remaining qu~stion which is, Is there 
now a place to which the Saints are commanded 
to gather-is there a law now in force requiring 
a gathering to any State or place? It is fast 
becoming apparent to all reflecting minds that 
have followed this case, that the Church has been 
misled by my accusers to the great injury of the 
faith of Saints and creating an insurmountable 
stumbling block to the honest inquirer after truth. 

I therefore respectfully ask that you rescind the 
acts of the late Annual and the last Semi-Annual 
Conference complained of, and to re-affirm the act 
of the Annual Conference cf 1878, upon clause 
four of the report of the Quorum of the Twelve 
upon the question of gathering. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. W. BRIGGS. 

WHEELER's GROVE, Iowa, September 12th, 1880. 

The following motion to refer was present
ed: 

Whereas, we have resolved that we are not com
petent to definitely decide on matters of doctrine, 
and as we have already established a precedent 
by referring a similar resolution affecting the 
standing of others of the ministry in this matter, 
to the General Assembly of the Quorums of the 
Church when called by the President; therefore 
be it 

Resolved that this memorial in connection with 
all matters and documents pertaining to the action 
or actions of the Church in the case of Bro. Jason 
W. Briggs be referred to the General Assembly 
whenever it shall convene. 

It was discussed, and a motion was made 
that the resolution to refer be tabled, which 
was discussed, and the motion to table pre
vailed. 

The following resolution was then submit
ted to the conference: 

Whereas, the Church affirmed the report of the 
Presidency on the Decatur District resolution in 
Fall of 1879; and 

Whereas, Bro. J. W. Briggs has expressed and 
still does express a willingness to stand with the 
Cuurch upon said basis, and believing that injustice 
has been done him by the disability placed upon 
him by Conference, even after expressing a wil
lingness to so endorse; therefore, be it 

Resolved that he be now released from all dis
ability placed upon him by acts of fo:rmer confer
ences. 

It was moved to amend by adding the words 
''When he makes such restitution as the 
Church will accept." The amendment was 
favored by Brn. Crabb, Harvey and Gallup, 
and opposed by Brn. J. H. Condit, Lake, Wa
terman and Short. The question being called, 
the amendment was put to vote and lost. A 
further amendment was moved to strike from 

the resolution the words, "And believing that 
injustice has been done him by the disability 
placed upon him by conference, even after 
expressing a willingness to so endorse." This 
was spoken upon in favor by Brethren J. W. 
Chatburn, Forscutt, Harvey, Crabb and Gur
ley, and opposed by Bro. Lambert, Caffall and 
Bays. Then the question being called, the 
amendment prevailed, as also did the motion 
as,amended, which read as adopted as follows: 

Whereas, the Church affirmed the report of the 
Presidency on the Decatur District resolution, in 
the Fall of 1879; and 

Whereas, Bro. J. W. Briggs has expressed, and 
still does express his willingness to stand with the 
Church upon said basis; therefore be it 

Resolved that he be now released from all disa
bility placed upon him by acts of former confer
ences. 

Announcements were made for pr.;aching 
this evening and to-morrow, and then by res
olution the conference itself appointed the 
speakers for the rest of the session. Y a rio us 
names were presented, but the choice fell upon 
Pres. Joseph Smith as the speaker for to mor
row evening, and on Sunday at 10:30 a.m.; 
for M. H. Forscutt on Sunday afternoon, and 
for Joseph Luff on Sunday evening. 

A hymn was sung and the benediction pro· 
nounced. 

At 7:30 p.m. prayer was offered by J. W. 
Chatburn. B. V. Springer spoke from the 
text, "What will this babbler say." He said 
that the subject of religion had always agita
ted the minds of men, and there has ever been 
a great variety of opinions concerning religion. 
One prime mistake has been in holding the 
idea that there is a great mystery in the 
Christian religion, but in fact it is not so. 
:Man, the master piece of creation, received 
from God the power of reason, and his agency. 
Very soon after the law was given the devil 
came and said it was not so as God had said. 
And like men do to-day, they believed Satan 
then, and fell heirs to the ills that followed. 
Jesus as the Redeemer will place man back 
where he was, and God shall again say, "Good, 
very good." 'l'he gospel harmonizes with rea
son, for God in giving a law would give that 
which was comprehensible. True conversion 
consists of a change of life in obedience to the 
law of God. In his mortal state, as one with-~ 
out hope, he must apply that law to himself 
and his life, and lift himself up. Hence we 
preach the gospel to man everywhere, that he 
may recognize his condition, and seeing the 
benefit to be derived, may apply the divine 
remedy fc~r sin and death incurred. Repent
ance and baptism as taught of God bring a 
change of condition. Some think that Christ's 
atonement finished the work for all men (if he 
accepts Christ) without anything for man to 
do, but such a belief is foreign to the law of 
God. Christ accepted the law, and showed 
where man might stand by it along with him
self. Both earth and men were affected by 
the fall, and the atonement is to restore all 
that was lost to both. Jesus' mission will not 
be complete till it can be said that death has 
no longer any sting or any victory, wh·en the 
grave ean no longer hold us. 

Glaud Rodger preached in the Chapel at 
Council Bluffd at the same hour, assisted by 
William Chambers. 
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SATURDAY, SEPT. 18TH. 

At 8 a.m. the prayer meeting was placed 
in charge of J. M:. Harvey. · 

At 10:30 a.m. I. N. White preached, 
assisted by George S. Hyde. The text of the 
speaker was, "The law of the Lord is perfect, 
converting the soul; the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple." God's 
law is also said to be not only perfect but the 
"perfect law of liberty," and perfection can 
only be had by obedience to that law as it was 
given. Changes have been made but the 
question is, who made them? We fail to find 
the record that God has changed the law that 
was pronounced the perfect one. Christ 
preached this law and commanded his disciples 
to go into all the world and teach it, and he 
and they taught what to obey and to do, and 
the blessed consequences to follow obedience, 
as told in Mark 16th chapter. We have 
asked those who differ from the commandment 
and promises there given to show the chapter 
and verse where God abrogated or set aside 
these things, but no,ne can answer, and we 

.arc compelled to search the history of the 
early Church for a reply as to how these 
changes came. The church of Rome, (the 
mother of all the reformed churches) answers 
by saying that in the year 533 the Emperor 
Justinian by a decree acknowledged the Pope 
and proclaimed him the supreme head over 
the church, and also put his empire under 
the dominion of the same power. In 606 
Phocas confirmed the former decree of Justin
ian. Then indulgences were sold, and for 
certain sums men could commit various crimes 
and be forgiven by the priests. But by and 
by men rose out of the great darkness and 
apostasy and brought a reformation. But 
they only advocated a part of the principles 
of the gospel, as Luther taught faith alone as 
the only means and way of salvation, repudi
ating all the ordinances of the gospel. But 
from then down to D. L. Moody of our day, 
all who have sought to reform .the world by 
less than the perfect law have failed. But it 
was promised (in Rev. 14: 6) that an angel 
from heaven should restore the gospel, the 
"perfect law," and it has been done. Thus 
:<II the principles preached by the primitive 
Christians are now taught, and the endow. 
ment of the Holy Ghost is again given to the 
ubedient, as on the Day of Pentecost, and to 
all the Church then. 

At 1: 30 p.m. a hymn was sung, and pray
er was offered by Heman C. Smith. 

Pres. J. Smith said that he had been auth
orized by Jason W. Briggs to state that he ac 
cepted the decision of the First Presidency, 
made last Fall, on the subject matter present· 
ed in the petition of the Decatur District, and 
that he is willing to stand with the Church 
upon that basis. He also accepts the action 
of the conference yesterday in regard to him. 
.He was th.ereupon invited to sit with his quo
rum upon the platform, and did so. 

The minutes of yesterday's sessions were 
read, and then the following report and recom
mendations from the Quorum of the Twelve; 

REPORT OF QUORUM OF TWELVE. 

, The Quorum of the Twelve have held six meet
ings, and have rPjoiced in the brightning pros
pects before the Church. They have expressed a 
willingness and determination to labor as the 
lt;~.w directs; as Roan as the Church js in a pro-

per financial condition to sustain their families. 
At their first meeting, Monday, September 13th, 

it was felt and expressed by all, that the Twelve 
and the Seventy should be the first to be placed 
and sustained in the field. 

Missions recommended by the President and 
members of the Quorum of Twelve: 

That J. W. Gillen be sustained in the Australian 
Mission, and that we regret that we can not now 
consistently send any one to assist him. 

That. Wm. Nelson be released from the Tahiti 
Mission, and that the Bishop loan him the money 
to return to Sd'n Francisco, as he has requested. 

That David Brown have charge of the Tahiti 
Mission until other arrangements are made. 

That T. , Taylor be sustained president of the 
English Mission. 

That J. L. Bear be sustained in Switzerland 
Mission. 

That, while we are in favor of the Chicago Mis
sion, we think that the Northern Illinois District 
should sustain 1\L H. Forscutt and family. And 
when the present obligations the Church has as
sumed to pay (rent for hall) shall have been met, 
they should also assist, if those of the Church of 
Chicago need assistance, to keep open a suHable 
hall for the presentation of the word. 

That W. H. Kelly, T. W. Smith. J. Caffall. J. 
Ells, J. H. Lake and J. R. Lambert labor in 
present fielde, the latter as health and circum
stances permit. That A. H. Smith be appointed 
in charge of the mission composed of the State of 
Missouri, and that 1\f. T. Short and W. T. Bozarth 
be associated with him. 

Whereas E. C. Briggs is making efforts to liber
ate himself from financial difficulties, we recom
mend that he be placed in charge of South·western 
Iowa, laboring as circumstances permit. 

That Z. H. Gurley labor as circumstances per
mit, until Spring, at which time, under God's 
blessing, he will take and occupy his entire time 
in the field. 

That J. W. Briggs labor as circumstances ad-
mit and wisdom direct. · 

That C. Scott, G. Griffiths and B. V. Springer 
be associated with W. H. Kelley. 

That Heman C. Smith have charge of the South
western Mission. 

That J. F. McDowell labor in present field. 
That G. S. Hyde labor in South-western Iowa 

and Nebraska. 
That D. H. Bays labor in Western Iowa and 

parts of Nebraska and Kansae, as circumstances 
admit. 

That J. C. Foss take charge of the South Eastern 
Mission, if practicable. 

That W. W. Blair, R·. J. Anthony, G. E Deuel 
and E. C. Brand be sustained in the Rocky Moun
tain Mission. 

ThatP. N. Brix be sustained in the Scandinavian 
Mission, and that J. H. Hansen be requested to 
take charge of that mission as soon as practicable. 

That Glaud Rodger be sustained in his last ap· 
pointment. 

That F. P. Scarcliffbe sustained in present field. 
That John Thomas labor in the South·Eastern 

Mission. 
That Josiah Curtis labor in Missouri as he re

queste, without expense to the Church. 
That C. Wickes be sustained until December. 
We recommend that all High Priests, Elders, 

Priests, Teachers and Deacons labor as circum
stances permit, under mission, district and branch 
authorities, and make themselves actively engaged 
in the cause of Christ, and by their dilligence 
show a worthiness to be appointetl to various 
fields of labor as soon as the Church shall be in a 
condition to send forth more laborers. And we 
respectfully invite careful attention to the 7th, 8th 
and 9th paragraphs of the Principles and Rules 
published in the Herald for May 1st, 1878. 

A. H. SMITH, President pro tem. 
JAs. CAFFALL, Secretary protem. 

In considering the Chicago M:ission it was 
moved to strike out the words "Bro. M:. H. 
Forscutt and family," and insert the words, 
"their own mission." It was inquired if the 
mission was the creation of that district, and 
Pres. Smith stated that it was not, but was 
established by the General Conference. Nu
merous other questions were asked and ans· 
wered, and finally the proposed amendment 
was adopted by a vote of 34 to 23. It was 
then moved to insert the name of Columbus 
Scott in place of the words "their own mis
sion," which was followed by a motion to sub
stitute the name of Z. H. Gurley for that of 
C. Scott. Then it was moved to strike out 
all names and refer the matter to the First 
Presidency, but this did not meet with favor, 
and finally the whole question was laid upon 
·the table. 

In considering the recommendations to the 
Rocky M:ountain Mission, it was moved to 
strike out the name of G. E. Deuel. This was 
because of the action of this conference con
cerning sending out only the Twelve and the 
Seventy, which was also one of the reasons 
urged for the release of Bro. Forscutt from a 
General Conference appointment. In decid
ing concerning Bro. Deuel, a standing vote 
was necessary, and there being a tie, Presi
dent Smith cast the decisive vote that contin
ued him in the field. 

Upon reaching the name of' Josiah Curtis, 
an amendment was adopted, by which he was 
recommended to his district for appointment. 

The only other Elders besides Forscutt, 
Deuel and Curtis, who were upon the list and 
not of the Twelve or the Seventy, were P. N. 
Brix, Thomas Taylor and F. P. Scarcliff, whose 
missions were considered, and continued as 
recommended. Charles Wickes, ofthe Priests, 
was continued, but with permission to return 
North in December next. 

Then the report of the Quorum of the Twelve 
was adopted as amended. 

The report of the Second Quorum of Eld
ers was read : 

:sECOND QUORUM OF ELDI<1RS' REPORT. 

The quorum have held three meetings during 
this session. Brn. John Smith, Reese, Parish, E. 
C. Brown, Butterworth, .John Matthews, Falconer, 
Wilson, Betts, F. Hansen, Warnkey, Brittain, H. 
Palmer, B. F. DuTfee, I. N. White, Gilbert, Church, 
Benedict, Shute, Vickery, Billings and Armstrong 
reported by letter, and J. H. Condit, Downs, 
Daniel M. Williams, W m. Williams, Lockling, 
Davis, D. Chambers, Cadwell, Cook, Longbottom, 
Garner, Gamet, North, S. Thomas, T. Thomas, 
Wight, Maule, Henry Palmer and Wm. Chambers 
in person; 

The names of Peter Ray and Wm. Hendricks 
were stricken from the quorum record no such 
Elders being known. ·A colll'ction of $3.12 was 
taken up for a Record, and $2 50 paid to H. A. 
Stebbins for same. 

John H. Condit, Levi Gamel, Egbert Bullard 
and Daniel M: Williams were received into the 
quorum. [Daniel M. Williams is already a mem
ber of the Third Quorum.-H. A. Stebbins, 
Church Secretary]. 

The most of the afternoon session was spent 
in considering this report. The recommenda
tion in regard to William Nelson 'was amend
ed by inserting the word "send" in place of 
"loan" him the money, and by striking out 
the words "as he has requested." 

Resolved that the efficers of the quorum urge 
both by the Herald and by lett.er, the great ne
cessity of the· members of said quorum reporting 
their labors every six months to the president or 
secretary. 

Forty-two Elders reported of the ninety-six, 
twenty-two by letter and twenty in person. Of 
these, three are acting as district presidents, eight 
as branch presidents, the rest, excepting. two or 
three, are actively engaged in local labor. 

WILLIAM CHAMBERS, Presidenl, 
DONALD MAULE, Secretary. 
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The report of the Fourth Quorum of Eld
ers was read as follows : 

FOURTH QUORUM OF ELDERS' REPORT. 

The Fourth Quorum of Elders have held 'three 
meetings during this session of Conference, and 
hereby report the following business done: 

James Ogard was released from the secretary
ship of the quorum, and A. J. Cato was chosen to 
succeed him. 

Elders Edward Boulson, W. H. Jordan, E. R 
Lanpher, Caswell D. Stevens and Edgar Sherman 
were received into the quorum, thereby making 
the number full, even 96 members. 

Elders Levi Wilson, W. H. Jordan, C. D. Stevens, 
J. Gallup, E. R. Lanpher, Henry Hershey, Dorman 
Lewis, Edgar Sherman, G. F. Waterman, Nelson 
Brown and A. J. Cato reported'in person. 

The president presented the name of Levi Wil
son as his choice for ordination as his Second 
Counselor, and the quorum ratified the nomination, 
and hereby ask the General Conference to provide 
for his ordination. 

Charges being preferred against A. W. Bullard 
concerning his teaching of doctrine, the case was 
considered, and a motion to silence him until he 
makes restitution and reforms, was adopted by 
the quorum. 

By motion all members of the quorum are 
requested to report in person or by letter at the 
Annual Conference of 1881. 

G. F. WATERMAN, President, 
A. J. CATO, Secretary. 

The request for the ordination of Levi Wil
son was granted. 

The report of the Priest's Quorum was 
read: 

QUORUJ\1 OF PRIESTS' REPORT. 

The Quorum of Priests respectfully submit that 
they have held one meeting, and in the absence 
of the president of the quorum, Henry A. Stebbins 
was chosen to preside. 

The secretary read the names of the following 
who were elected members at the April meeting 
of the quorum and enroiled upon their assent by 
Jetter. J'ohn R. Nicholas, James F. Clemensen, 
.John J. Vickery, David C. White, J. H Merriam, 
James Buxton, Almon D. Hougas, Wm. Clow, 
Henry Roberts and Samuel N aid en. Twelve others 
who were written to have not yet given an answer, 
and at this meeting the foiiowing named priests 
were upon personal application, received jnto the 
quorum: Freeman S. Gilliland, John C. Tripp, 
Benjamin Kester, Milton Daugherty, Barnett M. 
Green, John C .• Johnson, Elisha McEvers, Joseph 
B. Gouldsmith, Jacob Whitinger. · 

Letters from a number of the quorum showed 
constant and diligent labor in the 111inistry since 
April Conference, with good results. Foremost 
among thllse are Brethren Rudolph Etzenhouser, 
Charles Wickes, G. F. Weston and Daniel McPher
son. Others have labored diligently in their 
respective branches. 

The president and secretary were authorized to 
issue licences to members of the quorum upon 
application. 

It was decided to purchase a Record; and the 
members present contributed $2 to the treasury 
for expenses of Record and licenses. Balance on 
hand from former meeting $1.75 cents. The total 
number enroiied in the quorum is thirty-one, 
including the president, Bishop I. L. Rogers. 
The members are expected to be able to report 
active work, either in their respective branches or 
traveling generally, at the Spring Conference. 

H. A. STEBBINS, Pres. pro tem, 
E. L. KELLEY, Secretary. 

The committee on the Omaha Branch mat
ter made the following report: 

Your committee to whom was referred the ap· 
peal of George Medlock, George Hatt and William 
Ballinger from the decisions of the Omaha Branch 
and the Northern Nebraska District, report as fol· 
lowP: · 
. After examining the papers submitted to us, 
hearin~t tbe testimony of Bro. Wm. Rumel in behalf 
of the Branch and District., and of Bro. Geo. Hatt, 
in behalf of the appellants; after examining al~o 

what were certified to be copies of the record in 
the case, we have concluded and herewith submit: 

That while the Omaha Branch acted hastily and 
unwisely in the meetings complained of, held 
March 27th and 28th, 1879, the action of the 
Branch was legal, and the consequences growing 
out therefrom binding upon the appellants in the 
case·. 

In view of there facts, your committee recom
mend that mutual concessions be made by the 
Branch an.d the appellants; by the Branch for its 
haste and percipitanoy, by the appellants for their 
refusal to recognize, and their rebellion against 
legally constituted authority. Respectfully, 

M. H. FoRscuTT,} 
J. C. CRABB, Committee, 

. HUGH LYTLE, 

The recommendation was adopted as the 
ruling of the conference in this case, and the 
committee was discharged. 

The committee in the case of P. H. Reinsi
mar and the Salt Lake City Branch, reported 
as follows: 

Your committee to whom was referred the ap
peal from the decision of the Utah Mission Confer
ence by the Salt Lake City Branch, in the case of 
Bro. P. H. Reinsimar, report as follows: 

Your committee have duly considered the evi
dence presented, heard statements and arguments 
made by Elder R. M. Elvin, counsel directly for 
Bro. P. H. Reinsimar, and indirectly for the Utah 
Mission Conference; also statements and argu
ments made by Elder Joseph Luff, counsel for the 
Salt Lake City Branch, the appellants in the case. 
Elder Zenas H. Gurley, minister in charge of the 
Utah Mission at the time the difficulty occurred, 
was also present, and gave in evidence before 
your committee. From these statements and evi
dences we conclude and submit: 

lat. That there were circumstances known to 
the Salt Lake City Branch which justified them in 
withholding a Letter of Removal and recommenda
tion from Bro. Reinsimar until an investigation in
to those circumstances could be had. 

2d. That though the general rule is good that. 
an individual should not be deprived of member
ship privileges without citation and trial, and 
though it appeared in evidence before your com
mittee that the brother had no charges preferred 
against him at the time he applied for Letter of 
Removal, it also appeared that his absence from 
the city, and a consideration of mercy for him, 
alone prevented charges from being so preferred, 
as othus implicated with him in the offense for 
which his cirtificate was withheld, were tried, and 
two of them were expelled. 

3d. This being known or believed by the mem
bers of the Salt Lake City Branch, justifies, in our 
view, the unanimous action of that branch in re
fusin" the Letter of Removal when called for· 
as by granting it they would have placed without 
their power the opportunity to correct the wrong 
they believed to exist. 

4th:. Your committee therefore recommend that 
the action of the Utah Mission Conference be re
versed, and the Salt Lake City Branch be sus-
tained in their action in the premises. , 

Respectfully; HuGH LYTLE, } 
.J. C. CRABB, Committee. 
M. H. FORSCUTT, 

It was adopted as the decision of the con
ference, and the committee was discharged. 

The committee in the case of J. D. New
com and the :Mason's Grove Branch reported: 

We, whose names are subscribed below, being a 
majority of your committee to whom was referred 
the appeal of the Mason's Grove Branch, from the 
decision of the Galland's Grove District Confer
ence, in the case of J. D. Newcom, report as follows: 

We have duly considered the evidence presented, 
heard statements and arguments made by E. T. 
Dobson, counsel for the Mason's Grove Branch, 
the appellanfs in the case, also statements and 
arguments made by Elder J. W. Chatburn counsel 
for the Galland's Grove District. The individual 
interests of ''the brother, J. D, Newcom, being 
represented by D. H. Bays. From these state-

menta and the evidence we conclude and as such 
·majority submit: 

That the action of the Mason's Grove Branch 
in the case of Bro. J. D. Newcom, in expelling 
him from the Church upon the charge of adultery 
was correct, and in harmony with the spirit of the 
law, from the fact that the individual with whom 
the crime is alleged to have been committed, 
testified to the guilt of the brother, while at the 
same time under the mortifying and humiliating 
necessity of tesfifying to her own guilt in connec
tion therewith. 

That the case under consideration does not come 
under the purview of that port~on of the law 
which declares that in a case of this kind every 
word shall be established by two witnessee, as 
found in section 42 : 22, for this reason: 

That to our minds it is conclusive that the clause 
referred to requiring two witnesses, applies only 
to cases where both the parties to the crime deny 
their guilt. That when either of the parties to 
the crime admit their guilt, the testimony of the 
one so admitting is to be taken, and considered as 
of equal weight with any number of witnesses in 
the absence of such admission. And from the 
further fact, 

That in this instance one of the parties to the 
crime did so admit, and consistent with the admis· 
sion of her guilt, made confession and restitution 
to said branch; and in view of the still further 
fact that corroborative evidence given by two 
other witnesses, members of the Church, sustain
ing the fact. of what seemed to your commit.tee to 
be imprudent relations of the, parties toward each 
other. 

We therefore recommend to this conference that 
the decision of Galland's Grove District in the 
case referred to be reversed, and that the action 
of the Mason's Grove Branch be sustained. 

It is proper to state that Wm. Leeka, one of 
your committe!', dissents from the finding of the 
committee, it not being in harmony with his con-
ception of the case. · 

A. J CATo, }c . 
.J. C. MciNTYRE, ommiHce. 

The recommendation in the report was 
adopted as the ruling of the conference in the 
matter. 

The following letter from Alexander F_vfe 
was read, and by resolution was referred to 
the Bishopric for investigation, they to report 
at the next April session of Conference. 

To the President and officers of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints: 

On the 24th day of December, 1874, Bro. M. H. 
Forscutt gave me a note for one hundred dollars, 
payable when the Kirtland 1'emple was disposed 
of, as he claimed that he and Bro. Joseph Smith 
were joint owners at the time he gave me the note. 
And as I understand the Church has assumed 
ownership of the above property again, it is but 
reasonable to expect the Church proper to pay off 
all claims against said property. 

Now I present this my claim, for your consider
ation, believing as I do that the Ch nrch author
ities are willing to allow every just claim against 
it: I have been waiting to see what would be 
done by the General Conference about this notr, 
as I expected the last Conference would decide in 
favor of my claim. 

Hoping that the brethren will give this just 
claim due consideration, I remain your brother in 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

ALEXANDER FY>"E. 

In behalf of the Committee on Representa. 
tion, Joseph Smith stated that they had not 
yet finished their work and therefore were not 
ready to report. The committee was continued. 

By resolution the authorities of the Church 
were sustained in their various callings. 

Resolved that all of the ministry not ap
pointed or sust.ained at this session, be and are 
hereby released from previous appointments. ' 

Votes of thanks were tendered to the fol
lowing parties: To 1\:fessrs Parks and Wells 
for the free use of' the grounds upon which 
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the camps were located; to Sheriff Reals and the adversary is disintegration, ours is and sins," let men bring all the testimony of tle 
his deputy for their efficient aid in keeping should be a centralizing of power, a bringing commentators that they please, and I will 
order and protecting the camp; to the breth· of things into one. The saving power of the bring the three legal witnesses that the law 
ren fdrming the force of local police for their gospel of Christ is made apparent by the requires, and more, to the opposite of the 
faithfulness; to the committee of arrange- fact that it is saving us. 1N e may not know statement. Mark, chapter one, says that 
ments for their active labors and wise judg- what our future work may be, but we know "John did preach the baptism of repentance 
ment; to the Saints and friends of this vicin- that the Master of the work is moving this for the remission of sins." The second wit
ity for their kind aid towards making the way, and when he comes it will be as the con- ness is Luke, and the third is Peter on the 
Conference a success; to the owners of the queror of our adversary. As a token of his Day of Pentecost. The fourth was the Holy 
Grangers' Hall for the U3e of that building near approach the world is being pleaded with Ghost given on that same day. The fifth 
in which were held quorum and committee by wars and famines and other fulfillments of was Jesus Christ who said to John that thus 
meetings. prophecy. It grieves me that the condition it became men in order to fulfill all righteous-

Also it was provided that the next session of mankind makes necessary such pleading. ness. The sixth was the voice of God who 
of Conference be held at Plano, Illinois. Success will not be the attaining of present declared of Jesus after his bapti~m that he 

Then a hymn was sung and the benediction blessings, but the obtaining of final salvation was well pleased with his obedience. I c~n 
was pronounced. and a tight to the tree of life, and success can not see how you can claim to believe the 

During the interval before evening service only be gained by untiring zeal and unflinch- witnes~es and yet deny baptism whereof they 
· two more were baptized. mg devotion. The power is in our possessbn. witness. But if we would follow Christ we 

At 7:30 p.m., prayer was offered by M. H. The seeds of dissolution may be in the body, must go that way, for it is the way of the 
Forscutt, and after it and the usual singing but so also is the germ of life, and it devolves L'ord. Jesus said to the Father, "Sanctify 
service, Joseph Smith preached a two hour on us to succeed. I believe that the resist- them by thy truth; thy word is truth." John 
sermon to the Saints. Some of the thoughts ance unto blood is ended. David was a man taught the word and the truth of the Lord 
and ideas expressed were as follows: of blood, and he was not permitted to build and said that God sent him to baptize the 

It is said by philosophers that men who the temple. No man of blood will be; but the people. The last proposition is the life. "He 
have attained middle age have already sown children of peace and meekness in the latter that believeth on him hath everlasting life." 
the seedil of dissolution that will finally result days will enter the borders of Zion and will We believe that Christ has come and that he 
in their destruction, and what is true of erect the temple. One of the sorest interests will come again, not only as the Son of God, 
individuals in this respect is true also of among the Saints is the spending of money, but as the ruler over the earth also. 
bodies and of kingdoms. but they have not a shepherd who wishes to A collection to pay the sheriff and deputy 

For years the question as to whether I be walled in from them, as one shepherd of and. for other expenses was taken up, amount-
should have anything to do with the latter latter days has been. ing to ~.68. 
day work was placed constantly before me, The speaker closed with a plea for the cun- After the sermon Bro. Joseph Smith hap-
but in 1859 I becam:} satisfied that I had tinuance of the Chicago mission, saying that tized nine persons, these making thirty-six in 
something to do in it, and I was also convinced that was a center from which should radiate all during this session of Conference. 
that if there was a correct organization exist- light, and where we can bring the truth to At 2:30 p.m , the nine baptized were con
ing it was the one at Zarahemla, Wisconsin. thinking minds, but to prosecute the mission firmed by Brn. Gurley, Lambert, Lake and 
But I asked whether I might not give away money will be necessary. Caffall, who also ordained Levi Wilson as 
my birthright. In regard to the people of After the close of the sermon it was moved Second Counselor in the Fourth Quorum of 
Utah, where some thought my place was, I to reconsider the matter of the Chicago Mis- Elders. 
had a convincing experience. I saw a bright sion, and the following was adopted: Prayer was offered by J. H. Lake, and l\1. 
cloud above me that came down and enveloped Resolved that the Chicago Mission be continued H. Forscutt preached. He said that the 
me in a blaze, and a voice said to me, "The as per order of last Conference, and that Bro. M. object of the gospel is to brin~ men into a 
light where you now stand is brighter than H. Forscutt labor there in charge. Christ. like condition, but sacrifices innumer-
theirs." I have ever opposed the dogma of ,.......__ able are demanded. He had heard men say 
polygamy, and I stand on the same platform SUNDAY, SEPT. 19rn. that all their acts came from selfishness, but 
to-day iu this regard that I did in my youth. At 8 a.m. the morning prayer meeting was he argued against there being any selfish con-
The work we have to do is to declare salvation held, J. W. Chatburn having charge. sideration in the gospel. . There is nothing of 
to the people, and I fail to discover that any At 10:30 !l. m. prayer was offered by A. this world's good to be obtained by affiliation 
other duty has been placed upon the Elders. H. Smith, and Josenh Smith preached to the with this latter day work. The purpose of 
The Spirit is to bear witness of their work, assembly of citizens and Saints. He said the gospel is also to bring mankind into a 
and is to lead into all truth. It is not expect- that in saying that Christ is the way, the higher state of existence. It is therefore 
ed that we should know it all at once, nor truth and the life, it becomes us and all who good news to them, being God's plan for their 
necessary; and what wf! do not know of a say it to ask how he is the way, how he is the salvation. But God does not destroy man's 
thing, we should admit that we do not. Our truth, and how he is the life. It can easily agency by compelling him to accept salvation, 
work is to preach by example that men may be answered that he became such because and thus be only a machine acted upon. '\V e 
attain to a condition where they may receive God appointed him. But men differ widely are saved not because of any inherent worth 
God's Holy Spirit. This work begun so long about the way, and as to how that truth is to of our own, but because of the mercy of God. 
ago has developed upon us by divine direction. be applied, and as to what the light emanating Sa1v1ttion is for all men, and all men will be 
And while I do not believe that I was fore· consists of. I see in the faces of listeners the saved or will have been saved. Men can be 
ordained and named like Cyrus, yet I do love of truth expressed that comes from the saved from damnation and yet not be glorified. 
believe that the work was destined to take me heart. I expect that my salvation will be There is a difference between salvation justified 
into it, it being in progress in my day, and I upon the exact truth of God. One reason and glorified. When Englishmen are natural
early discovered that there was no mental why we differ is because of the different con- ized here in America they receive the privil
reservation for me in regard to it. If God ceptions existing as to what truth is. Jesus eges of citizenship, but it does not make thefu 
has made no provisions for mental reservations became the way in a literal sense, for he was judges, mayors or other official of the land. 
in accepting this work and laboring for it, sent to do the work of the ]'ather, and the So we can be saved without receiving any 
how can we make them. We can deny the doctrine he taught was that of Him who sent glory or honor thereby. 
work entirely, but I see no possible benefit to him. And we must follow him who walked Z. H. Gurley followed with a ftJw remarks 
be- derived from so doing. When I identified in the way up to God, must walk in the way after Bro. Forscutt closed. He said that this 
~yself with it I did so. to remain, either till of the Lord that John the Baptist taught. earth is a battle field, and the fittest will sur
its success or defeat. A lack of trusting to As one sent to teach that way John preacl).ed vive till the great finale, and then they will 
the ultimate workings of the Spirit sometimes the baptism of water for the remission of sins, continue. God, by the administration of 
causes dissolution. Members. are often made and ChriBt went down into the wat.er because justice, will give all men according to their 
dead ones by their failing to trust to the it was the true way by which, if a 1Dan enters works. As you sow, you will also reap; and 
truth, and the knife is often used to sever in, he Ehould be saved. If one write the you must make yourselves acquainted with 
when mercy should be shown. The work of word~, "Baptism is not for the remission of God'fl law and live by it wif!lely. AU should 
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be prompted by love and actuated by the 
spirit of truth. And we should assist to lift 
up humanity. Stretch forth your hands .to 
your fellow· men; let the love of God shine 
forth from your hearts as well as be within 
you and filling your homes. 

The Hay Committee reported as follows : 
We have paid for hay and other expenses $81.65, 

and received $99.00, leaving $17.35; which we 
will· pay to such purpose as Conference may 
decide. 

H. N. HANSEN, } Committee. 
C. W. LAPWORTH1 • 

Upon motion it was ordered to be paid into 
the Church treasury, and thanks were voted 
ta the committee for their services. 

The following was moved and adopted: 
Whereas, injury may result to the cause and 

perhaps also to individuals, in that the labors of 
some of the ministry may be lessened through 
misunderstanding as to the action of this Confe'r
ence in regard to sending only the Twelve and the 
Seventy into the field, (unless sufficient means be 
in the Church treasury to do otherwise), therefore 
be it 

Resolved that those of the ministry who were 
under General Conference appointment, but who 
are not named in the list of missions appointed at 
this session, neither have been individually 
released, nor otherwise provided for, are hereby 
.>:ecommended to district and mission authorities 
·and conferences for appointment, either in those 
fields to which they were formerly assigned by the 
General Conference, or to other distl;lcts and 
regions where they may profitably work; and we 
also recommend such authorities or conferences 
to receive them in th.e same spirit. as though they 
were sent by the General Conference; and further
more we recommend that such districts and mis
sions sustain such laborers with the necessary 
means, so far as is practicable and just, and this 
in order that the work of God may be prosecuted 
with no less vigor and success than has been here
tofore. And we also recommend that all others 
who can labor to the benefit of the cause, be also 
in like manner appointed and suetained, according 
as the S"<>irit may direct and means and circum
stances inay justify or permit. 

Adjournment was had till evening. 
At 7:30 p.m. Joseph Luff preached. He 

said that he had been asked by different 
people to speak upon different subjects, and 
some desired that he should treat upon the 
people of Utah, as he had just returned from 
that land. He remarked that by going there 
he had learned things that he could not have 
believed without being there. He had not 
supposed that people could be so ruled by 
despotism that they could look upon the mire 
wherewith they were daubed and thank God 
for it, or that it was possible for a people who 
had been so enlightened to sink so low in 
degredation as many do under the religious 
system of Utah. In some of the writings of 
their leaders it is stated that our Lord Jesus 
Christ created Adam, but other teachings of 
theirs say that Adam came to earth and 
brought one of his wives, and that he was the 
father of Christ. Having been taught to 
obey counsel they are expected to close their 
eyes and not use their own judgment. The 
tithing of the poor there exceeds e_yerything 
else under heaven as a systematic robbery. 
They take one-tenth of the grain, one-tenth 
of the young cattle and other stock, and then, 
when the remainder is grown to full size or 
fattened for selling, one tenth of them is taken. 
After killing the swine one-tenth of the ren
derings is taken to- the store house, and also 
one-tenth of the soap made from the refuse, 
or otherwise worthlesa scraps. Other religious 

bodies than the Reorganized Church are not 
able to cope with the errors of that people, 
from the fact that they meet them with many 
statements of story and bo:>k writers that are 
not true, and that people know it. But min
isters of the Reorganized Church are able to 
fill the gap between the peoples, and he 
thought one sermon preached in Utah was 
worth ten preached outside. In God's hand 
the Reorganized Church will solve the prob
lems there. A Methodist minister who had 
labored there ten years said that they could 
do nothing religiously for the people. Bro. 
Luff gave some excellent instruction to the 
Saints concerning their lives and conduct, 
and expressed his thanks for financial aid 
received by him. 

After singing ''Home, home shineth befo~ 
us," the benediction was pronounced and the 
conference adjourned to meet at Plano, 
Illinois, at 10 o'clock a.m., Wednesday, April 
6th, 1880. 

JosEPH SMITH, President, 
H. A. STEBBINS, Secretary, 
ELI T. DoBsON, Assistant. 

I have only the names and items of the 
following baptized during the Conference. 

Alma A. Chatburn, l\Iartha A. Blake and 
Elizabeth Osborne baptized September 13th, 
by T. W. Chatburn, confirmed by Elvin and 
Bozarth. Joseph J. Hall, Lillie Johnson, 
Charles Cheney, Zebulun H. McCombs, Bessie 
A. Cobb, baptized September 14th, by J. R. 
Badham, confirmed by !Jake and Badham. 
George M. and Merrett E. Kennedy, Ida E. 
Johnson and Ira A. Lytle, baptized September 
16th, by Heman C. Smith, confirmed by 
Smith, Wilson, Bozarth and Hyde. Jane 
Stephens, (or Stevens), and John R. Palmer, 
baptized September 16th, by Levi Wilson, 
confirmed by same as above four. Cornelius 
and Sarah Jordan, baptized September 18th, 
by T. W. Chatburn, confirmation not stated. 
Henry B. Hardman, Hans ·H. Jasperson, 
Thomas D., Carrie M. and Selina Cook, 
Siona Wood, Marth!!> .. Avery, Henry Bishop 
and Damia Sellers, baptized September 19th, 
by Joseph Smith, confirmed by Gurley, Lam
bert, Lake arid Caffall. Eleven names I have 
not, nor items of any kind. Those knowing 
them will confer a favor by sending to me, 
or the persons baptized can send names and 
items of birth, baptism and confirmation. 

HENRY A. STEnBINS, Church Secretary. 

REDUCTION IN PRICE. 
Holy Scriptures: 

Jnspired Translation by Joseph 8rnith the Prophe!. 
Sheep, or Library binding ................ , .......................... $1 50 
Immitation Morocco, gilt edges .................................... $2 00 
Morocco, full gilt finished and gilt edges ...................... $2 50 
New Testament, inspired edition ...................................... 7Ec 

Life of Joseph the Prophet, History of the 
Reorganized Church, and Autobi

ography of Joseph Smith. 
In Cloth, full gilt finished, very handsome ..................... $2 00 

Postage extra, 20 cents. 
This book contains 827 pages, set in largo and clear type, 

and printed on good paper. It is E. W. Tullidge's work, tho· 
roughly revised and corrected, and enlarged by the addition 
of 300 pages; making a concise and complete History of the 
Church up to 1880. 1'hree very fine new steel engravings and 
fac simile of. autographs of Joseph the Prophet and Emma~ 
and of Joseph Smith, have been added to the book at great 
cost, and greatly enhances its value. Brethren, this is a book 
that will sell among your neighbors and friends of the Church, 
and to all who desire to keep themselves informed in matters 
of history, and is the cheapest book published by the Church, 

Joseph Smith the Prophet and his 

Cloth .................... · .. ~~~.f:::~it~~~h!r ....................... $1 25 
. Hesperis: 

Poems, by Da'l'ld H. Smith, 202 pages, fancy cloth, 
&!It edges ........................................................ ,. .... :1!\l 60 

JOSEPH SMITH, EDITOR. 
HENRY A. STEBBr;:rs, ASSISTANT. 

Plano, Illinois, October I sth, r88o. 

ON a recent visit to Lamoni, Decatur county, 
Iowa, we found a very decided improvement in 
the state of the country. A town of over two 
hundred inhabitants; with stores and business 
houses; blacksmith, wagon, and harness shops; 
with an active grain and stock business; give an 
appearance of thrift and enterprise quite gratify
ing to those interested. We found a most excel· 
lent feeling prevailing in regard to the settlement 
of the locality, and active preparations being 
made for a further increase. Crops this year 
have been fair, though hurt some by dry weather; 
the absence of frost up to October 2d gr6atly 
aided in overcoming this, however, and corn 
matured well. There has been considerable 
sickness the past summer, chiefly bilious and 
typhoid fevers; but the approach of cooler 
weather seemed to have a beneficial effect on 
the people. The nir on some days was clear and 
bracing, seeming to impart snap and vigor to 
the system. 

The Saints, as a whole, were and are anxious 
to know when the press is to be removed into 
their midst; but we could not assure them as to 
the time and event. We believe that a better 
community would be hard to find; we quite fell 
in love with the people and the country. We 
spoke to the Saints at their meeting house, (old 
quarters), and also spoke at Davis City, in the 
Union Church, owned by Mr. John Clark, a 
pleasant man, past middle age, and so liberal in 
view as to have erected a house in which all 
may meet and worship, without regard to 
denominational name. Bro. Z. H. Gurley fills 
regular appointments in this church each two 
weeks, and the interest is good. 

Bro. 0. B. Thomas held a debate with one 
Elder Ryan, down in the edge of Missouri, while 
we were at Lamoni, and acquitted himself well 
for the cause, so at least says report. Two good 
rains fell during our stay, and we saw the coun. 
try wet and dry. 

EDITORIAL ITEMS. 

WE hope the Saints will please take notice that 
the farm heretofore advertised in the HERALD, 

and known as the Location Farm, is sold; Bro. 
Thomas France, of Kewanee, Illinois, having 
bought it on September 28th. So please do not 
write us any more inquiries about it. It is sold. 

Bro. A. B. Moore, from ]\;fontana, has come in 
and is improving a farm west from the town of 
Lamoni, some :five miles, and two and a half 
south. 

Bro. Silas Rogers, of Ford county, Illinois, 
mentions that they have very good meetings in 
the Pipet City Branch, and the Saints desire to 
keep the commandments of God. We hope that 
they will continue to press on. 

Bro. I. N. White writes that he hopes to be 
actively engaged in the Des Moines District this 
winter. 

In ordering a change in post office address, do 
not fail to give the old, as well as the new ad' 
dres~. 
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