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Permit me to draw your atten
tion to the 52d verse of the 2d 
chapter of the gospel as written by 
St. Luke, where you will read these 
words: "And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God !And man." 

The snbjeot of this discourse is 
One who bas endeared lnmself to 
ein-th's children by ties that death 
cannot sever. He is considered by 
many as the hero of every struggle, 
and while we represent him this 
evening as an bumble ambassador, we 
wish to. try to reflect some points 
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that were .prominent in his oharao· 
ter and that won for him the re
spect and lov~ of the world which 
knew h1m best. We desire tonight 
to present J.esns to you in his 
humanity. It has- been taught that 
Je!lua was conceh ed and born under 
rmoh peculiar circumstances that he 
was altogether different from other 
people; 'that tlie weaknesses q1at 
were placed upo~ the sons of men 
were unknown to him; that he was 
God and therefore could not do 
wrong, had no desire to err, and 
that it was impossible for him to 
transgress .law. -It - seems to me 
that if thia were the proper position 
to occupy, Jesus would cease to- be 
the example for us to follow. If 
on the start he was so far ahead of 
us i.u the :race for immortality and 
eternal life, 1t is unreasonable for 
anyone to expect that we would 
ever reach the zenit~ by his aide. 
We have thought that the people 
of the world have ofttimes been 
duicouraged when they have been 
commanded to come up and reflect 
the character and. imitate the life 
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of Christ. In their humanity, in 
their weakness, in their darknesP, 
in their blindness they were ex
pected to do that which a divine 
one accomplished; but when we 
reflect upon the hfe of Je1ms from 
the cradle to the grave, we see a 
different picture from that which 
has been represented to us in the 
years a.gone. 

Jesus was born a baby, a real, 
true baby. Those of you who wish 
to turn and -read the history of hie 
e!).trance into this world-read the 
love &tory that found it~ . birth in 
the barn of Bethelem-,.will discov· 
er that tbat,,,babv was born as other 
babies; surrounded by poverty as 
other ob.ildren. It is true' that the 
.Conception of Ghrist ·is __ considered 
a·mystery, that, we must lightly 
·pass over tonight; but suffice it to 
say that priestoraft has thrown a 
myetery around it that the Bible 
has - never warranted. While we 

, admit that Jesus had no human 
.father attar the flesh, yet we be· 
lieve his conception was the result 
of law known to God. Let us 
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illustrate: When we desire bread 
to eat, we know there is a law by 
which we mav obtain it. We pre· 
pare the soil, we sow the seed, and 
wait for the rain and dew and the 

,· . . 
mellow rays of the moon and the 
kisses of the sun to do their work, 
and by and by it grows and ripens 
and we harvest it, thresh it, grind 
it, bake .t, and we have bread. When 
we desire wine from the grape, we 
have to plant the vine and watch 
it grow, and take tbe fruit and pre· 
pare it according to law; but when 
Jesus was here and wanted bread 
and desired wino, he understood a 
law by which .be could cal~ the 
elements together atd. organize 
them, by which he could accomp:w· 
date. the guests at the Galilean 
marriage feast, and the th0uiia.:q4s 
spread upon t9e bills over against 
Betheaida. He understood a law 
by whioh he could organize matter 
and. produce bread and wine. So 
Qod by a bit:her law brought in· 
fo the world that same one who 
is called the Holy One of God; but 
his birth was as other children, and 
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he ·lived as other La.bee, with all 
the weaknesses that aoorue to the 
infant life. 

We are conscious tha.t some tidi· 
oule the idea that the Obrist rep· 
resented m life was once a babe, 
that he was troubled with the oroup 
and the whooping oough, and the 
measles, and all that; but we think 
there is no holier picture painted 
than the pure and holy woman 
holding in her chaste and loving 
arms a child, the fruit of love. 
Some one has mud that the man 

·who would throw discredit upon 
Jesus because he was onoe a baby 
throws a shadow across his ow~ 
mother that endured much to glH 
him a name and place among h umlin• 
ity. I see wrndom ill, God sei,19~ 
ing Jesus to this world in t,P:e weaj 
and helpless form of an tnf.t,lt 
child. It teaches me the lesso1;1, 
that J, though weak~ tnay · beco!n,e 
stroug; that I, though !g~Qrli:ot, 

may become wise; that ! 1 tbougl;t 1$ 

child of earth1 by obedience to r~w 
may beqome an heir ot heaven and 
joint heir with Jesus Christ, a 
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ruler and a judge, not only of the 
world, but of angehi; for is it not 
wntten, "Know ye not that the 
saints shall judge angeb?" 

The magi from the East as they 
saw the guiding star, were directed 
to the cradle ln the manger, by the 
light of that peerless guide that 
God set in the eastern sky, and as 
tbey gazed upon that infant form 
they little thought that its voice 
would yet speak and by obcid1ence 
tQ law would hush the turbulent 
waves; and still the boisterous wind 
a~ parents quiet their children here. 
Those little hands that they gazed 
upon.· as they waved aimlessly 
.~bro.ugh the atmosphere in their 
::qoly helples1mess, they little thought 
:w,ould one day, by obedience to 
Ja.w,touoh the withered hand and it be 
healed, touch the eyes of the blind 
·~ud they .see, and the ears of the 
g~~f ;and they hear, and the tongue 
gf.thti .. dumb, that it speak; but his· 

1tcfry l'0VC:i:lB the iant that lt Wa!HIO, 
'}:;hose, Uttle tender helpless feet that 
were unable to bear the weight of 
that little, diminutive form, by 
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obedience to law grew until they 
oould. walk upon the white-crested 
foam as men trod the solid earth. 
Why, I love to think of .Jtisus as a 
baby; it seems to me tlJat there ie 
no purer, grander thought in tbe · 
whole record before us than the 
fact of ,Jegus in his infancy. 

Go with Mary as she enters the' 
great temple over there and presents 
that baby to the priest in her 
maide.n mnocence, in her beauty, 
in her· modesty; as a child mother 
she presents the babe to the priest 
under the Jaw. 0, what holy hush 
must there have been, not only in 
the wall of that temple, but in the 
temple not made w1th hands, when 
the old priest said, "What i~ the 
child'a name?'' and when the ans
wer came, 11His name is Jesus," 
when that priest wrote upon the 
scroll there, he little thought be 
was signing the death warrant to 
the Jewrnh economy; he httle 
thought that at that name every 
knee would yet be bowed and every. 
tongue in heaven, in earth, and 
under the earth would yet join in 
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the holy ohorne, "Thou art worthy.'' 
Yet Jeans was a baby, and I am 
right glad of that, beoimse the 
troubled, toiling, weary mother 
when overwork and anxiety bas 
laid deep lines upon her brow, !l.s 
she touches that cradle, the proph· 
eoy of the future, she may look 
upon that chtld and recognize that 
Jesus was once a baby; and though 
the child may be troublesome to
day, by obedrnnca to law, like 
Christ, he can become grand, and 
pure, and holy, and powerful, and 
wise, and an heir of heaven. 

We now present to you Jesus as 
a boy; a real, live boy. I want to 
try to bring him close to yon to
night. While I am conscious that 
the history is almost silent upon 
Christ's hfiras a lad, yet we have some 
few points that give us an idea of 
hrn boyhood days. They are found 
in the chapter already cited for 
your consideration. The story says 
that when Jesus was about twelve 
ve1us of age, he was taken with hrn 
parents to Jerusalem while they 
worshiped according to the custom 
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of the time, and after the religious 
ceremomes had concluded, they 
went back to their village home; 
and while journeymg thither, after 
three days had glided by, they 
missed him, and the mother's heart 
began to throb with anxiety for 
the child who was absent, and all 
along the white caravan rang the 
cry, "A child lost. Have you seen 
my Jesus? J_,ight blue eyes and 
light curly hair, about twelve years 
of age." But he was not to be 
found until they reached the temple, 
and O, what a wonderful revela· 
tion burst upon them as they gazed 
upon that meager form, surrounded 
with all the lawyers and the doctors 
in that wouderful temple, heanng 
and asking questions! There is a 
thought that we want to reach right 
here. Jesus made interrogation 
honorable, he asked questions. He 
had to learn; he grew, not only in 
stature, but in wisdom and knowl· 
edge. That is an the way we have 
to do, friends. All that you know 
some one haa told you; either in 
uarth or hoav@ you have reoeivecl 
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the . information thar you are in 
possession of; either by the revela· 
tions of God contained in the books 
or g1ven by the Spirit, or else 
through the mstmmentality called 
man. You all have had to askques· 
tions, and the man who thinks he 
knows it. all, doesn't know enough 
to know that he doesn't know any· 
thing about it. Jesus asked qnes· 
t1ons. 

But when they would remonstrate 
with him beoau.se of his @eemmg 
negligence of the family, here comes 
the statement that reflects the biog
raphy .of Christ's life: "Wist ye not 
·.that I muat be about my Father's 
b~sincsa?" 0 wonderful child! At 
twelve years of ago that boy had 
acquired an education ·that called 
forth a surrender of all his powers 
to his heavenly Father. He had 
learned to lavrnh his first, best, and 
truest love upon his heavenly Fath· 
er at that early date. 0 what a 
wonderful lesson heret Why was 
it? "0," says one, "hecauss he 
was 90 peculiarly environed. by the 
power of God." Let me tell you, 
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the Scriptures say that be took not 
on himself the nature of angels, 
but the seed of Abraham, and be~ 

came like his brethren m all things. 
We are further informed that in 
his humiliation brn i udgment was 
taken away. Now, he did not com· 
prehend and realize at that time 
and for a long tune after, the won
derful and stupendous character of 
the work he was to perform, but he 
was a child governed by the human 
instincts that govern us. "In his 
humiliation his j ndgment was taken 
away.'' While it is true that be 
sat with God in the eternal world 
before the worlds were, yet when 
he left the shining glory and came 
down upon this mundane sphere 
and was born of a woman, cradled 
in a manger, took upon .himself ·out 
nature, became like his brethren Ul 

all ·things, he laid off the glory that· 
he had with God m the pnHixistent, 
spiritual world, and became a pat· 
tern to the sons of m.1.m; took upon 
him their weaknesses; stood in the 
storm and tempest of humanity's 
great sea, while the waves of humiin 
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weakness were ever ebbing and flow· 
ing about him. 

Let me draw your attention to 
one thought here: '.fhe secret of 
Christ's power was his purity of 
life, his high regard for God's law, 
and these prin01plea were stamped 
upon him by the early teaching of 
his mother in that little school in 
Nazareth. 0 what a wonderful 
mission these Sunday School teach
ers have! What a wonderful re
sponsibility these mothers have! 
What a great trµst is committed to 
the care of these fathers! The 
child with. all his nature budding 
and blooming out in hfe1 yon must 
train it; that is what Christ's moth· 
er did. Do yon not know that the 
al'lgel told her many things that were 
vet to come to pass relM1ve to hsr 
ohUd P· and the biblical st11itement 
is, H:Jlt!ary pondered all these things 
in her heart, ii and the result wM, 
she ga\'e her time to the instruction 
of this child u.Iitll she had begun to 
form a character within him that he 
could !lay at tWBlve years of age, 
11W111t ye not that I must be about 
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my Father's bmnnesa?" What a 
wonderfnl world we would have 
twenty years from today if every 
child in this great republic at 
twelve years of age st~od upon the 
platform that Jesus occupied at 
that time! If he had been instructed 
and trained to give God hrn best, 
first and truest love, let us see to it, 
mothers, fathers, teachers, that we 
recognize the worth of a child, . 
realizing that the child is but ·the 
prophecy of the coming man. 

It has been said that you should 
not keep a child under the shackles; 
that yon should not ciroumilcribe 
him; that you should not seek to 
control for his interests; but let him 
taste the bitter that he might in 
thne to come appreciate tlle eweet; 
that vou cannot put old beads on 
yo~ng shoulders; that we all have a 
right to sow our wild oats. ·Do you 
not know that the Bible. says, 11Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked; for 
whatsoever a man .,;oweth, that shall 
he aho reap?" Oh! what are yo11 
sowing, you boys, you guls? Are 
you sowing wild oats? Don't you 
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of disease, a harvest of teartr and 
wretohedness and weakness if you 
sow wild oats in youth? Today the 
world is oriJ}pled beoause of the sins 
of the past. Learn this lesson; that 
if you would bo pure as a man, if 
you would be powerfnl as a man, 
wise as a man, learn to be pure, 
study to be powerful, seek to acquire 
wisdom while yet a ohild. 

We have reason to behave that 
Jesus had very little Sunday Sohool 
eduoat1on; indeed, it is said in the 
record that he did not know hrn let
ters: "How knoweth this mim let
ters having never learned?" That 
is, he was not considered a gl'~at 

scholar. But he was very observant 
in his boyhood daye, He watohed 
everything· that was around him in 
the sky; he learned its- lEissons and 
talked- of the sun in its rioh and 
grand splendor; he talked of the 
mellow rayF.1 of the moon at night; 
he talked of the twmkling stars; in 
the waters he o·bserved the lessons 
of hfe; in the fields he gathered the 
story of real worth, and consequently 
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he beoame a great man. Let mo 
show you. They tell us that he 
taught in parables. Why, the very 
teachmg of that man reveals the 
fact that he .was very observant as 
a child, that he was a boy of close 
observation; nothing passed the 
quick glance of his eye. A few 
evidences in ver1fioation of this as· 
sertion: While we view him with 
all his grandeur over here on Olivet 
while he talked to the people, we 
hear him saying, ''The kingdom of 
heaven is likened unto a net cast in· 
to the sea." While he was a boy 
be lived along the seashore and had 
learned the lessons of the se&fa.ring 
men and could tell the wondrous 
storv that the world has loved to 
repeat aver since. While a boy we 
see him traveling amid the fields of 
Galilee, and years afterwards he 
could say, "The kingdom of heaven 
is likened unto a sower that went 
forth to sow." Again we find him 
up among the shepherds and learn
ing their customs, and usa~as, and 
practices, and years afterwards he 
could adapt what he had learned in 
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life and say, "l am the good Shep
herd, and know my sheep, and am 
known ot mine." 11And a stranger 
will they not foUow; * * for they 
know not the voice of strangers." 
Oh! tonight let me impress one 
thought upon you: Whither are 
you drifting? Are you following 
the voice of the Good Shepherd, or 
are you following th~ voice of the 
stranger? 

We are informed by profane his
tory that soon after his visit where 
he made this wonderful statement, 
"Wist ye not that I must be about 
my Father's busmess?" his re· 
puted father, Joseph, died, leaving 
his wife and children to the care ot 
this boy, Jesus. It is said that he 
had worked with his father in the 
carpenter shop. You boys who 
sometimes get tired m the toils of 
life, remember that Jesus worked 
m a carpenter shop, that he worked 
for his livmg; and perhaps the 
grandest thing that may be said of 
him in those days was that he 
worked hard at the carpenter's 
bench. and chased the grim wolf of 
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poverty from bis widowed mother's 
door. And it seems to me that we 
cannot tell anything much better for 
a boy than that he loved his mother 
and worked for her who had done 
so much for h1m. We see all along 
the lme of hfe hrn wonderful love 
for his mother, his wonderful care 
for her; even in the agonies of death 
he made provunon for her future 
comfort, and this reflects the grand 
character of that stainless and 
unique figure. Let me present Jesus 
to you in all the lovmg character of 
a child of earth, so that you may see 
some of the characteristics that 
made him grand and powerful. 

I offer a coniectura here that one 
day while working in that carpenter 
shop on the side of the hHl over 
against his little village home, there 
arose a great storm and that he oould 
aee out of the door as the storm 
clouds were rising and the winds 
were howling, and by and by the 
torrents of rain came down, and 
with a mighty rush, freighted with 
wrecked matter, it hurled down the 
valley until it struck a house cm the 
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other side that was moe, grand, 
beautiful to gaze upon; but when 
the delms that had been gathered 
by the fierce torrents of the storm 
beat upon that ho1.rne, it fell, and 
ruin was the consequence. B11t on 
the other side he gazea upon a httle 
home, perhaps not grand m its ar· 
chitectnral design, but yet it was 
sohd, built in the proper way, and 
when the storm beat upon it, it fell 
not but it stood like the sturdy oak 
amid the tempest; and in years 
afterward he was able to dr!!.w a 
picture from life when he said, 
"Therefore, 'l'>hosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a 
rock; and the ram descended, and 
t451 floods came, and the winds blew, 
and beat upon that house, and it 
fell not, for it was founded upon a 
rock. And every one that hearath 
these sayings of mine, and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a 
foohsh man, which bmlt his house 
upon the sand; and the ram de
scended, and the floods came, and 
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the wmds blew, and beat upon that 
house, and it fell." I believe be 
told the story as lt was imprinted 
upon the tablets of the past. 

What a funeral lilermon that is to 
the thought that "faith alone IS a 
good and wholesome doctrme and 
very full of comfort." You friends 
who think that Jesus did it all long 
ago and you have nothing to do, 
will you ever smg, "Domg is a 
deadly thmg," and "Domg ends in 
death," when Jesus reveals the story 
here that the man who d1d as he was 
commanded stood the test of the 
storm of trial, but the man who be
haved and profe~sed a good deal but 
did.not comply with the aondit10n 
by making hi"l faith alive by his 
works, brought drnaster, wreckt and 
ruin as the result of his mere pro
fession of faith? Let us learn the 
lesson hem then, that if we would 
enter into life we must not only be
lieve, but we must keep the com· 
mandments. 

We hasten on to Jesus as a man, 
a real character, a real figure who 
acted his part in the grea.t drama of 
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life upon the stage of humanity; 
one we see envuoned by an the 
trials and temptations, and the tears 
and darkness, and the sickness and 
gloom that has come to the sons of 
men; not a figure that came from 
heaven to represent divinity with
out having trial, but as a man with 
all the human propensities. Isaiah, 
m talking of this character, tells us 
that he "was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief." "He was 
bruised for our imquities, '' and for 
the transgression of his people was 
he stricken, and with his stripes we 
are healed. He understood the 
pangs of hunger; he endured the 
tortures of poverty; he knew some
thing about the burning fever of 
disease; he was cogmzant of the 
weaknesses of life as he traveled 
here in bis ministerial work and 
labor. In verification of th11i asser
tion let me cite you to the awful 
scene m the wilderness of Judea 
immediately after his baptism. He 
fasted forty days. What for? To 
overcome the weaknesses that were 
upon him and that God's Holy 
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Spirit might rest upon h1m"and fit 
him for the stupendous· work that 
was devolving upon him to perform. 
And it ia aa1d :that·: .afterwards he 
was an hungered. Isn't that one of 
the traits of our character in this 
life? Do we not get hungry when 
we have nothing to eat for a few 
hO'Urs, or a few days, or a few weeks? 
That was what was the matter with 
Jesus. The Book says he was an 
hungered-an evidence of humanity. 
I have read in a work published in 
New York Oity that one of his 
friends followed him into the wilder
ness and begged of .lum to eat, but 
in his pale, weak, emaciated condi
tion he begged of the friend if be 
loved him to not tempt him, hut to 
go away and let him enter into tbe 
foll performance of his work and 
accomphsh the design for whioh he 
was created. 

After his fasting, after his bap· 
tism, and after his going forward to 
the so.ns of men and confesamg his 
dependence upon the divine store
house, confessing that be should 
oomply with tho ooudit!ons pre· 
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so:tibed in the law that God gave for 
the amelioration of the Bone of men 
and the bringing of them up to the 
condition of the children of God, 
you remember some then thought 
he was so good that he did not need 
to keep the law, and one by the 
name of John had said, "l hii.ve 
need to be baptized of thee, and 
comest thou to me?" But Jesus with 
all that holy humility that ever 
shone out in his life and character, 
that made him so grand and pure, 
remarked, "Sutter it to be 110 now; 
for thus it beoometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness." I submit for your 
consideration that if the Stainless 
One could not comply with the con· 
ditions and fulfill all righteousness 
without being baptized, that you or 
I cannot. Why was he baptized? 
He took not on himself the nature 
of angels, but the eeed of Abraham, 
and became like unto his brethren 
in all things. Do you not know 
that Jesus Ohl'ist had to die and 
that it would have been amen to 
him if he bad not complied with 
the conditions. by which he might 
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obtain the first resurrection? 
We present him to yon now in 

his ministerial work as a man. 
Watch him as he goes down into 
Samaria with the rest of his disci· 
ples, and while he is iourneyin~ 

there without purse or script, oft
times with men so hungry that the 
disciples plucked food from a corn 
field that they might appease their 
hunger; 0 how life-like that ui! By 
and by they traveled along the dusty 
roads and Jes us gets weary, and 
s10k, and weak, and they come to 
the famous place called Jacob's well. 
I want yon to notice the evidence of 
humanity here. He said m effect 
something like thia to tile Twelve: 
«You are strong and robust, while 
I am weary and weak, and the mis· 
Ilion of life seems hard to bear. While 
1 sit here yon go mto the city and 
buy meat." It seems to e\tidencie the 
fact that be was so weary, and flick, 
and hungry that he could go no 
farther, and they that were stronger 
than fie went into the city to buy 
meat, The Scriptural statement is: 
11Jesu:s being weary, he leaned upon 
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the well,,, Is there a lesson here 
for yon and me? While he is re· 
clining npon that wellcnrb1 a woman 
appean, a poor child of earth. She 
needs help. He anticipates her 
wantll, and though weary, and llICk, 
and tired, with the great magna
nimity that ever characterized hie ac· 
tions he began at once to administer 
to her the grandest and best of all 
earth's gifts. What a lesson to the 
elders today as they go out; oft· 
times weary and sad, they think it 
is not worth while to preach when 
there is such a small congregation. 
Listen, if you i will, .to the sermon 
of sermons; one woman the con· 
gregation, Christ the elder, and 
as yon think of thU! tomgh t, 
never refuse to tell the l!!tory of 
J esna and his love wherever Ii hn· 
man ear :wm betrcl to lrnar yoiu 
statements. 

Another thought: While he is 
preaching to the people and healina; 
their diseases and doing for them 
all that he can, the time oomes that 
he gets tired and worn out. Were 
you elders ever in that condition 
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when yon have been preachinlZ 
every night, and administering to 
the sick, and fasting and praying 
for energy and power. and trying to 
stem the tide of human opposition 
and fighting the dark demons of 
scandal, and trying to ward o:ff the 
arrows of hatred that have been 
hurled agaimit you? And have you 
ever felt weary and sad? If so, 
think of Jesus when he said to the 
disciples, 11Let us go over on the 
other side of the lake." About 
tired out, that is the idea. They 
required rest; they had not time to 
eat. (See .Mark 6: 31 ). But they 
would not let him go for a little 
while and he sat on the boat and 
yn-eaohed to the people though he 
was tired, worn, and weary, Ano 
0 frlend11 1 I wonld love to have 
been pre0tmt upon that occasion. 
'i'slk about a Talmage and a Beeoh· 
er; I'd have sooner liatened to the 
Stainless One upon that occasion 
while the waters w@re rippling 
against the shore of that little lake 
in Geililee than to have heard all the 
Beeobers that have ever liv(1d amoe 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



26 

the time of Obrist! He leaves one 
shore to reach the other. He. does 
not wait to get a bunk. He dosen't 
look around for a stateroom. No; 
perhaps he had no money, possibly 
he was too sick to reach the bunk; 
but we find him lying on that cold, 
damp floor on the deck. 

Many evidences of humanity now 
appear in the narrative and we see 
that soon the tired, weary Jesus is 
found wrapped in the embrace of 
slumber. But listen! the roar of 
thunder is heard in the distance; it 
ie midnight on the waters, a storm 
is on the deep; the thunders 
roll, a vrvid flash of lighting iii 
seen, and all iii horror and diEJ
mav and they thmk they are sure· 
ly gomg to sink. Every man is at 
work; every muscle is exerted, and 
all their powers are being hranght 
to bear in order to reach the land; 
but suddenly they think of One 
with them and thev cry out, 
"Where is he? we will have him 
help us." Profiably that uCnot all 
there, but that inference ia. And 
what does the Savior say? They 
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looked around for him and when 
they found him it seems that they 
did not wake him in a ceremonious 
manner, but said, "Master, carest 
thou not that we perish?" We see 
humanity there; he was sound 
asleep, weary and worn with the 
day's hard toil. What would you 
have done under such circumstances? 
Had they awakened you out of your 
sleep, what would you have done? 
Perhaps you would have prayed the 
Lord something hke we have heard 
people pray to him in the past: 
"0 Lord! I am filled with wounds, 
and bruises, and putrefymg sores 
from the crown of my bead unto the 
soles of my feet, and I am a poor 
wretch, a miserable sinner." You 
may not have clothed your :thought 
with such language as that, but I 
apprehend th':!.t nearly all of you 
would have begun to confess your 
sine; you would have begun to con· 
fess that yon had no right to call 
upon God, but that you would ask 
for mercy, and ii be would only 
forgive you this once you would 
never trouble him again. But that 
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was not what Jesus did. He was 
pure; he could rny, "l do always 
those things which please my heav· 
enly Father." O, what an example! 
though surrounded w1!JJ hum<>nity 
he could bear the testimony with 
humility, "] do always those things 
that please my Father." 

Now, friends, where was this 
power? Was it in· the mysterous 
conception over there in Galilee? 
No, J.t was in the purity of his:life. 
He was pure, and that made him 
powerful. He was obedient to 
God's highest and fullest commands, 
and that made him come before his 
heavenly I!'a.ther in faith m the 
hour of his extremity. And the 
man who will keep bis mmd and 
body clean and pure in this day and 
age of- the world, will be enabled to 
reahze in the hour of darkness and 
disastei: and pam and weakness that 
he can go to God, and the .. same 
God that listened to prayer in the 
storm, in the darkness, and saved 
from the deep waters in that coun
try where Jesus prayed, will hear 
you. 
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What dhl Jesmi do? He awoke; 
he took lt1 the situation at onco; he 
knew there was an omnipotent 
power behind him; be knew he had 
tried to keep the law, and therefore 
he WM in possess10n of the informa0 

tion we now have; viz: •11 the Ijord, 
am bo.und when ye do what I com· 
mand you." Christ bad observed 
those conditions. He was keeping 
the commandments and doing al
ways those things that pleased hts 
heavenly Father; so with the cour
age of his convict1ons, with the 
power of a pure life he could ap
peal to God;- and while the winds 
were sounding like so many armies 
of artillery, and while the waters 
were reaching high, and while the 
waves were rushing in upon them 
in the midnight storm, he stepped 
forward in all the calm serenity of 
a man whom God loved, and be· 
oamie of the purity that was re· 
sident in bis . life, he said, with 
power, "Peace, be still;" and sud· 
denly there was a calm. Not a 
sound was heard, not a man dared 
to look to his fellow, but a.a the 
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moments glided by and they took 
m the situation, they said: "What 
manner of man is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him." Here 
is an evidence of purity. Here is 
an· effect produoed by faitb, and 
that faith comes by pmity of life. 
He was tired. Hera we have found 
where he was weary; we have dis
covered where he was sick; we have 
learned that he was sleepy and 
hungry. Will you tell me he had 
no trial, when the record says he 
was tempted in all thmgs like unto 
us? But there was one difference, 
when Jesus was tempted. He 
struggled until he overcame, and 
as the poet said, Each victory 
helped him some other to win. He 
became stronger after everv strng· 
gle; and that is the way it will be 
with you and me: vet he was tempt· 
ed and tried. 

I draw your attention to one 
other scene in the history of Christ's 
life as a man. When the time came 
for him to be offered up and he 
realized that his hour was come, 
after that farewell supper, that last 
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goodbye-after the singing of that 
mournful hymn, he left them. 
There was a time when he said, 
"You three come with me while I 
go out there," and he took three of 
his beloved disciples yonder with 
him; but after reaching the garden 
it seems that there came upon him 
an awfol lonliness; he wished to be 
alone. Have you evel' been in that 
condition when you did not seek 
the so01ety of men, when the hour 
came and you desired to be alone 
with God? That time occurred in 
the history of Christ's life, and so 
he remarked, "You rem.am here 
while I go yonder and pray." Do 
you not know th;:i,t Christ longed to 
live? Do you not know that he 
desired to live, that he plead for 
life? Are you not in possession of 
the knowledge that he was only 
about thirty-three years of age, in 
the prime of hfe, with all the po!l· 
aibilities of manhoo.d before him? 
Is it - any wonder that he should 
.plead for-hi!! life when. we remem· 
bar that in his humiliation his judg
ment was taken away ? He could 
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not see all there was before him. 1 
apprehend that if Jesas had fully 
comprehended his mission he would 
not have prayed so fervently that 
God would spare his hfe. But (:tea 
permitted him to be tried to the 
very oenter of his being in order to 
prove the possibilities of humanity, 
and the result was that when he 
recognized that the time had come 
that he would have to forfeit his 
hfe, he saw and felt hi!I weakness, 
and he plead for power: 110 my 
Father, if it be possible, let this 
oup pass from me," were his words; 
but 1t 'flS not poss1blei it h~d to 
be done, else the soheme that was 
devised in the mind of a great God 
would have been thwarted. And, 
bv and by when the struggle oame, 
thiee times did he fall upon his 
face, plea.din~ that heaven would 
spare hlll life, and when God had 
tried him enough, what was the re-
1mlt? lie sent an angel to strength· 
en him. I do not kMw what the 
result would have been had not that 
angel arri.ved. Have you the right 
to surmise that under similar oir· 
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cumstanoes you may be divmely as· 
sisted? I believe you have. I be· 
lieve God Almighty has said that 
''angels are ministering spirits sent 
forth to minister unto those who 
shall be heus of salvation," and 
that if you will only keep your 
heart, and mind, and body set to do 
the will of God, there is no trial 
too severe for you to pass through. 
Heaven will defend ;ind strengthen 
you, and if it is necessary will send 
angels from the courts of glory to 
minis.tar to your wants. I know 
that some of our iliends think tlil'£t 
Jingels have ceased · to a.ppeat to 
m:an, that they have notl:iillg to do 
with the s.ons of men now; but they 
have a vocation, and it is that they 
should minister to tho$e wbo ~hall 
be ~eits of . salvation; and wli:eti 
J ermii needed their kindly ttUnistra· 
tion they came. When men all 
through life's history require their 
kindly assistance, heaven sends 
them and they minister to tb:e)D,, 
Our God ts . unohimgeable; oonse· 
quently we beheve that in thilil gieat 
age when it is so near the winding 
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up scene, that if we require angelic 
ministration 1t will come just as 1t 

cl.id then . 
. When Jes us had been tried and 

tempted and was proven true, he 
submitted to the conditions and was 
taken to the cross; but it seems 
that that was not enough. One 
more trial had to be met, and it 
would seem from the history that 
on the cross darkness enveloped 
him until he again thought he had 
been forsaken, and God wrung from 
him the saddest, bitterest cry of 
despair that ever rent the air of .tbi11 
world: 11My God, my God, why 
bast thou forsaken me?" Was he 
forsaken, friends? He thought he 
was. No, he wag not forsaken; ha 
was only tried. When you get into 
·similar conditions and you are called 
upon to crucify some thh.!{(B that 
you so dearly love in life; when you 
are called upon to lay aside those 
whose loving smiles are the sun· 
light of your lonely existence; to 
bid farewell to home and loved ones 
and J~O right forward, lf you. learn 
that it is your duty to do so, never 
:tear; your heavenly · Ji'ather will 
never forsake you; he will sti:i.nd by 
youe and protect you. When that 
trial was over, Jesus revived. He 
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seemed to take in the s1t,uation, and 
then he could say, "Father, mto 
thy hands I commend my spirit,'' 
and, trustfui to the last. Having 
brought hrn own will in subjection 
to his Fa.iher'11, he could say, "lt 
is finished." 

Now, thiB is the life of Christ 
from the cradle to the grave. Time 
will not allow us to enlarge upon it 
further, but suffice it to say that 
Jesus Christ has proved the possi· 
bilities of humanity. He was our 
pattern, our guide; anp. though he 
was God manifest in the flesh, yet· 
in his humihation his judgment was 
taken away, and not until he arose 
did he enjoy the glory that he had 
with the Father before the world 
was. In human weakness he strug· 
gled on beneath the gloom of earth 
life that he might be a pattern to 
you and me anJ. show us the grand 
powers, and privileges, and posin
bilituis of humamty. As the Rose 
of Sha.ron he will bloom until the 
fragrance of his holy life wiH be 
wafted over the worlds, and all 
will honor him. 

He taught us in that wonderful 
parable where he said, "The king· 
dom of heaven is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took, and hid in 
three measures of meal, till the 
whole waa)eavened.'' I believe the 
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wom1m is rop:rnsentative of the 
ohuroh; that the tb1·ee measures of 
meal are the iuhabitants of heavev, 
earth, and hell; and that the leaven 
rn the doctrme and principles~the 
law of God; that the power, and 
wisdom, and. might, and omnipo~ 
tenoe of Almighty God will by and 
by indoctrinate, and save, and 
rescue all the sonr:t of men and give 
them the chance to rrne and become 
like Christ, an heir of God and a 
joint heir with Jesus Christ.· When 
this is accomplished we will know 
Christ better; we will love him 
more; we will realize then the force 
and power of the text that "Jesus 
increased in wisdom." He had to 
learn as we have, he bad to increase 
in shture; and as he increased in 
wisdom and in stature and lived to 
that light that shone upon him, was 
refleoted from bun, he grew in favor 
with God and man. This is the 
oase with you and me; when we die 
to sin. and are purified and are born 
agam, and crucify the sinti and lmits 
of the flesh, and fashion our lives 
11.eoording to the doctrine, we too 
11hall have been enabled to bear that 
testimony that we have increased in 
wisdom, and in stature, and in 
favor with God and man, until we 
have arrived at the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Chriat. 
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