
TH HER L 
"HEARKEN To THE WoRD OF THE LonD: FOR THERE SHALL NoT ANY MAN AMONG YOU HAYE SAYE IT llE ONE WIFE, AND CoNcUllINE5 

HE SnAI,L HAVE Noirn."-Page 116, Book of Mormon, chap. 2, par. 6. 
"WE BELIEVE TllAT ONE MAN suoULD nAvE ONE WIFE, AND ONE WoMAN :BUT ONl'l HtrsllARD: ExcEPT IN CASE oF DEATII WlI!!N EITIIER 

IS AT LIBERTY TO MARRY AGAIN. "-Page 330, Book of Covenants and Commandments, sec. 109, par. 4, ' 

Vol. 30.-Whole No. 520. 

THE SAINTS' HERALD: 
Official Paper of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter Day Saints. 

Published at Lamoni, Decatur Co., Iowa, 
Every Saturday; price $2.50 per year. 

W- The Traveling Ministry, District and Branch Presi
dents, •md the Bishop's Agents, are requcst€d to solicit 
new submcribers, and help make the weekly a success. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE MIN
UTES. 

Minutes of the General Conference of 
the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints, held in the Kirtland 
Temple, at Kirtland, Lake county, Ohio, 
April 6th to r5th, 1883. On separate mo
tions, the temporary organization was 
formed as follows: Elder Zenas H. Gur
ley of Pleasanton, Iowa, Chairman; Elder 
E. L. Kelley of Cold vV ater, Michigan, 
Secretary; .and Robert M. Elvin of Ne
braska City Neb., Assistant Secretary; 
Elder John T .. Kinnaman of Stewartsville, 
Missouri, Ch01·ister. 

Conference opened by singing "We 
hear thy voice, our Father;" throne of 
grace addressed by Pres.Joseph Smith. 

Committee on Credentials on separate 
motion and vote, were appointed: Heman 
C. Smith, Hyrum Bronson, Charles Der
ry, F. G. Pitt, and Ebenezer Robinson. 
Bishop Geo. A. Blakeslee nominated for 
ushers Samuel Brown and \i\T m. M. Rn
mel; janitor, Emery· -Vickers. Commit
tee on permanent organization: Alex. H. 
Smith, Elijah Banta and E. C. Brand. 

While the body awaited the reports of 
the committees on credentials and -perma
nent organization, President Gurley in
vited the President of the Church and his 
Counselor to address the meeting. 

President J oscph Smith, upon being 
presented to the audience, said: That it 
was quite unnecessary fol' him to say that 
he took pleasure in the meeting of to-day; 
the circumstances surrounding the event 
were such that all who think--and all 
ought to think--could well discern the• 
fact that events clearly spoken of in the 
past have their fulfillment in our gather"" 
ing. Fifty years ago the speaker, he said,, 
began his earth-life in this place, and at ~·. 
tiine when those who were working in 
this place, and with whom he was associ-· 
ated1 were warring :tguinst difficulties try 
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maintain and advance such principles as to 
them were of the highest truth. And it is 
not to be wondered at that under such 
trials the people who were thus laboring 
should partake in some manner of the 
spirit of the scenes. But to-day it is not in 
fact peculiar that we should be able to 
worship here; for that which is intended 
to be permanent pleases God, and so the 
original builders wrought, and that which 
is intended to be evanescent does not please 
him. And one of the great evidences of 
the truth of the principles which actuated 
the people then is, that so many are here to
day who inhabited here then and partook 
of that spirit and still rejoice in the truth. 
The fact exists that almost e~erywhere 
where our work has been taught, the prej
udices of the people has given way, and 
eYery where the people in the past were 
driven from place to place who did not 
abide in the principles established here at 
the beginning-·wc arc now permitted to 
enter and occupy without fear or alarm. 
The ·work means and is, the building up 
the waste places, and establishing the truth 
of the work, and many under the peaceful 
lab01· of teaching these principles have suc
ceeded in calling out those who had been 
scattered, 21t1d they rejoice like Simeon of 
old, and are ready to say it is cnollgh, "Let 
now thy seYvant depart in peace." The 
meeting to-day is looked upon with inter
est by the world, and if we respect ourselves 
and our work, they can not fail to respect 
us; but if we shouid fail to respect the 
work of which we have charge, and our
selves, it need not be wondered at if others 
fail to show us the courtesy we desire. 
The outlook is good, and to-day we have 
a standing, and most men are willing to 
hear; and when we have presented our 
faith to them, they are at liberty to judge 
for themselves, and our work is done. 
The gathering of this body or assembly 
is somewhat different to those past, in that 
it is a delegate one; how long it shall so 
continue, or what changes may take place, 
it is in the wisdom of the body to deter
mme. But in all our deliberations and 
work, vvc should observe strictly the de
corum of brethren, and remember he is 
strongest and wisest who is actuated by, 
the kindest spirit. 

No. 17. 

Bro. W.W. Blair was the next speaker. 
He said: This Reorganized Church has a 
history and a purpose. Its beginnings 
were with the humble, and somewhat 
obscure ones, who were Waiting for the 
consolation of Zion's scattered and sorrovV· 
ing children. The dawn came in 1851-2, 
when "the enemy came in like a flood" 
among the different factionf; in t\1e form of 
polygamy, priestly arrogance and oppres
sion, "damnable heresies," "lying won
ders," and a ge1:eral departing from the 
faith as taught in the traditions, and in the 
standard works of the Church; then "the 
Spirit of the Lord" lifted up "a standard 
against him," and from thenceforward its 
followers have pressed ahead, their num
bers increasing, their influence widening, 
till to-day we are found celebrating the 
service of God in one of the "waste places 
of Zion." The purpose of the Church 
was, and is, and is to be, to re-affirm and 
re-establish the Christianity of Christ as 
found in the New Testament and other 
books on' doctrine and discipline endorsed 
by the Chm'ch up to the death of Joseph 
the Sect. The world needs the religio11 
of Christ in theory, in principle, in form, 
in ordinance, in ceremony, in promise, and 
in spiritual power; and our work is to 
preach it, and live it, and thus bless and 
save all who will accept it. 

Among other things he said: "Our con· 
ference has some reference to Joseph 
Smith, the Seer. \Ve see him a poor, un
lettered boy in the wilds of New York, 
persecuted and opposed on every hand. 
He organized a church of six members in 
the backwoods of New York. From that 
nucleus a great church has arisen, that has 
attrpcted the attention of the civilized 
world. If Joseph Smith was not inspired 
by God Almighty, he was the most won
derful man in this. century. We praise 
him and the work he performed." 

Elder Z. H. Gurley spoke as follows: 
Remove not the land marks of the F~thers, 
.and regard this Temple to be one of the 
land marks; and far that reason are we 
here assembled in the house builded by 
faithful hands. We believe that the ob
ject of those who built this house was for 
purpose of blessing all men, and more 
especially such as would keep the laws of 
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God. The Spirit and the experience of 
the past seem to indicate that those who 
should; did not carry ont the purpose of 
tHe vvork here established; The manifesta
tion and intent of the Spirit were, that here 
should be found a Temple where the people 
of God should come to worship with clean 
hands and pure hearts; but on account of 
sin and that departure from the old land
marks, this house has stood so long un
occupied. Some will inquire, well what 
is your pm;pose. Let me say, that if we 
fail to sustain and honor the object of the 
work and the spirit promptings, we can 
not succeed. But we are here with the 
bright and blessed assurance that the 
Spirit of God witnesses a blessing to the 
race, and if.we labor faithfully to remove 
the foul stain from the work, and wipe out 
the blackness of apostacy, God will own 
and accept us. All thosecwho give coun
tenance to the <loctrines of Utah, are giv
ing aid to the foulest system that ever curs
ed tJ1e race; so I say, and wish to be under
.stood and go upon the record, for I do not 
propose to handle that thing any longer 
with gloves, it must and shall be stamped 
out, and if we so labor, the people of this 
State, and these United States, will seal it 
with a loud Amen. Our work is that of 
mercy; the Courts must care for the 
criminals, our best efforts shall be to direct 
all to return to the primitive faith of the 
Church. vV e believe it to be the duty of 
the Reorganization to arise to a higher 
standard in favor of ennobling of man
kind; we must work for the suppression 
of the diabolism of the nineteenth century. 
I would rather my child should die an in
fidel, than to accept the doctrine of Mor
monism as taught in Utah. We bid God 
speed to all men who are working for 
good. The seed of truth was here planted 
in 1830, and inasmuch as the work has 
been shamefully betrayed, we are here for 
the purpose to rescue all th.ose who will 
receive the restoration of the truth. Mr. 
Cannon stated last vVinter before the 
Judiciary Committee the reason that the 
people of Utah receive and practice polyg
amy was upon the accepting of a "pur
ported revelation" thereon. We have 
asked the Government to make a distinc
tion between us and the people of the 
west; should the Government condone the 
crime of polygamy on the basis of religion, 
we shall still cry against the sin and shame. 
Judge Jere Black says he is ready for the 
test case. So are we; and we pray !or 
the test to come speedily. 
Adjo~rned till to-morrow forenoon for 

business. Closed by singing "Praise God 
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from whom all blessings flow." Bene<~ic

by Z. H. Gurley. 
Preaching in evening by Elder John 

Gilbert: A forceful ~ennon upon the 
necessity of our doing something to inherit 
eternal life·. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 7TH. 

The morning prayer meeting, in charge 
of Brn. Wm. B. Smith and Geo. S. Yer
ington; a peaceable and spiritual waiting 
before the Lord. 

At ten in the forenoon business was 
resumed. Opened by singing "Sweet the 
time, exceeding sweet." Prayer by Elder , 
Josiah Ell~. 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

Report of committee on credenfo1Js 
read: 

We your committee on credentials beg leave 
to report the following:--

Ko. Yotes. 
Northern Illinois District: Frederick G. 

Pitt, John S. Patterson .......... , . . . . . . . . . +4 
Pittsburgh District: G. T. Griffith, George 

H. Hulmes, Hiram Robinwn, J. Craig, 
M. S. Sutton ............................ 19 

Southern California District: D. S. Mills .... 25 
Little Sioux, Iowa, District: C. Derry, W. 

C. Cadwell, J.M. Putney, David Cham-
bers , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 

South-eastern Illinois District: G. I-I. Hil-
liard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ! 7 

Michigan and Northern Indiana: G. A. 
Blakeslee, Andrew Barr, C. Scott, Alvin 
Patterson, Edward Whaley. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Decatur, Iowa, District: E. Banta, E. Rob-
inson, Z. H. Gurley, I. A. Bogue, J. R. 
Lambert .. :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 

Kewanee, Illinois, District: H. C. Bronson, 
Robert Holt, R.J. Benjamin, John Chis-
nall, Robert Fuller... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Massachusetts District: John Gilbert, F. 
M. Sheehy, George S. Yerrington, A. 
W. Glover, C. D. Seeley ................. 34 

Florida District: Frank P. Scarcliff. . . . . . . . . 29 
St. Louis District: B. V. Springer ........... 3r 
London, Canada, District: John H. Lake .... 24 
Northern ·Nebraska District: W. M. Rumel. r9 
Kent and Elgin District: A. McKenzie, 

Arthur Leverton, Peter McBrayne ........ 17 
Des Moines, Iowa, District: R. Etzenho,iser r8 
Pottawattamie,· Iowa, District: C. A. Bee he. 26 
Freemont, Iowa, District: J. Goode, S.S. 

\Vilcox, D. Hougas, \Vm. Leeka, IL Kemp. 25 
Far \Vest, Missouri, District: J. T. Kinna· 

man, \V. T. Bozarth, T. W. Smith, L. 
W. Babbitt, Temme Hinder ks ........... , 29 

String Prairie and Nauvoo District: B. F. 
Dnrfee, Don C. Milliken, Eliza New-
berry, Sarah Schroder, J. A. Jacobs ........ 21 

Galland's Grove, Iowa, District: John 
Hawley, Eli Clothier, J. W. Chatburn, 
Henry Halliday, David Hall ............. 39 

Southern Nebraska District: Robert M. 
Elvin ....... , ............................ 23 

Chicago Branch: J. R. Lambert. ..... , .... . 
The following cases we have not been able to 

decide whether they are proper delcgrct,·' or not, 
for the reason that the delegates are no:· ::1embcrs 
of the district:-

Ma lad, Idaho, District: Vv. vV. Blair .. , . . . . . 4 
Nevada District: \V. \V. Blair.... . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Montana District: \V. W. Blair....... . . . . s 
Texas Central District: Heman C. Smith.... 8 

vVe your committee reject the credentials from 
lhe following branches, for the reason that they 
form a part of organized districts, and conse
quently we can not receh·e credentials from 
them as branches. 

Salt Lake, Santaquin, Lehi, Springville, \Van
ship, and Plain City branches, Utah. 

vVe your committee further report that a note 
was received from Bro. L. R. Devore, of the 
South-eastern Ohio and Western Virginia Dis
trict, stating that he had been appointed delegate, 
but no credentials were received officially signed. 

\Ve also report that we received what purport
ed to be credentials from fonrteen members in 
Chicago, which w:. reject, knowing no law author
izing scattered members to send delegates. 
Eastern Iowa District: \Varren Turner...... ro 
Independence Missouri, District: A. J-I. 

Smith, R. May .......................... 16 
Philadelphia District: Wm. Small, Edith 

I. Heck, Archibald Cameron, Joseph A. 
Stewart, Samuel Hopkins ..... , ... , .... , . , S 

EX OFFICIO ME!vIBERS. 
JoBeph Smith W.W. Blair J. EllB 
E. C, Briggs J. H. Lake T. W. Smith 
J. R. Lambert, W. H. Kelley A.H. Smith 
Z. H. Gurley E. C. Brand ,J. F. McDowell 
M. T. Short C. Scott G. T. Griffiths 
W. T. Bozarth .T. S. Patterson I. A. Bogue 
B. V. Springer H. C. Smith C. Derry 
G. A. Blakeslee E. Robinson W. B. Smith 
P. Cadwell J-. Parsons D. S.Mil!s· 
F. G:Pitt C. A. Beebe G. E .. Deucl 
George Hicklin F. P. Scarcliff G. Yerrington 
G. H. Hilliard M. H. Bond R. M.EJ\'iu 
H. Kemp H. C. Bronson J. T. Kinnaman 
J. Gilbert F. M. Sheehy B. F. Dnrfee 
John Hawley .J. A. Robinson IL Robinson 
B. Corless J.P. l(nox E. L. Kelley 
E. Banta ,J. Chisnall G. T. Mottashed 
D.J.Powell L. R. Devore ,T. A. Carpenter 
A. Barr J. Brighouse A. Leverton 
J. A. Stewart W. Tnrner S. Brown 
W.M. Rnmel .J. H. Merriam W. H. Garrett 
W. Lewis C. Badder 0. N. Dutton 
T. Matthews L. W. Torrence R. J. Benjamin 
J\L S. Sutton J. J. Morgan T. J. Beatty 
Joel Allen 

On motion, the report of the committee 
was received and they continued. 

Elder vV. W. Blair asked for the rule 
by which certain districts and branches 
were unfavorably reported upon, and de
prived of their rights. 

Secretary read from the Articles on 
Representation. 

Bro. Heman C. Smith chairman of the 
committee, explained the reason why the 
committee could not report favorable upon 
those credentials. 

Bro vV. JI. Kelley rrloved, that delegates 
present who have propel' credentials of 
appointment, though they be not members 
of the district which they represent, be e1v 
titled to seats in this body. 

The above was spoken to by Brn. \V, 
H. Kelley, J. S. Patterson, E. L. Kelle)' 
and C. Derry. Motion put upon its pas• 
sage and prevailed. 

Bro. vV. \V. Blair made enquiry in 
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relation to Utah and other districts. 
Moved to adopt as amended by the resolu
tion of Bro. \'V. H. Kelley. Spoken to by 
Vi/. vV. BlairandJ. H. Lake. Brn.Joseph 
Smith and E. Robinson moved the follow
ing amendment to the amendment: Re
solved, that the several credentials receiv
ed from the branches composing the Utah 
District be accepted as the action of the 
district conference assembled; and that the 
basis of representation and voting be the 
same as obtains in other districts. Spoken 
to by W. H and E. L. Kelley, \V. W. 
Blair, J. H. Lake, Joseph Smith, E. Rob
inson, E. Banta, 8. V. Springer, Geo. H. 
Hilliard, D. S. Mills, A. H. Smith, A. 
Patterson, J as. Brig house, A. Leverton 
and J. T. Kinnaman. Put to vote and 
lost. The amendment spoken to by J. R. 
Lambert. Put to vote ancl carried .. 

PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 

Report of committee on permanent or
ganization read and adopted: 

\Ve, your committee on permanent organiza
tion present the following: For presiding officer 
Pres. Joseph Smith, assisted by his Counsellor, 
\V. \V. Blair; as secretary, Elder E. L. Kelley, 
assisted by Elders R. M. Elvin and Heman C. 
Smith; chorister, Elder J. T. Kinnaman; as us h
en, Elders \V. E. Rumel and S. Brown; as jani
tor, Bro. E. Vickers. 

Adjourned till half-past one in the after-
110011. Closed by singing "Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow." Benedic
tion by E. L. Kelley. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Presidents J oscph Smith and VV. W. 
Blair in the chair at the appointed hour. 
Opened by singing "All hail the power 
of Jesus' name." Prayer offered by Elder 
]. H. Lake. 

Under instl'uction of the President the 
Priesthood were seated immediately before 
the stand by quorums. Minutes of yester
day read and approved. 

MINISTRY REPORTS. 

Elder W. if~ Blair, of the First Presi
dency, present, reports as follows: 

In Eastern Nevada there are numbers of the 
Utah Mormons, and some who have left that 
connection. There are also some of the Reor
ganized Church, including a branch at Elko. In 
Idaho there are probably ten thousand Utah 
Mormons. There are also considerable number 
who have left that connection. There are three 
branches of the Reorganized Church in that 
Territory, Malad City, Elkhorn and Soda Springs. 
There are a nt1mber of scattered members; also, 
notably in Cassia, Owyhee and Nez Perces coun
ties. In 'Wyoming the !lumber of members are 
few, but opportunities fail' for missionary labor. 
The Monta11a Distdct, three branches, two of 
which are active and spiritual; the other one so 
scattered that meetings are seldom had. There 
are in the district many who were connected with 
the Utah Mormons, the Morrisites, nnd the 
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Canaanites; some of whom are most excellent 
people. This district is gaining fairly. The 
The Utah District is the principal theater for 
missionary effort. Much opposition is offered to 
our ministry and people by the Utah Mormons; 
still our missionary efforts for the past three years 
ha,·e heen in a degree successful. The fruits of 
the mission are seen i11 the fair increase in mem
bership, the erection of a solid, commodious brick 
chapel in the center of Salt Lake City, now well 
furnished and free from debt, and having a Sun
day School; they are also seen in the possition won 
as a loyal, Christian work; and in the influence 
for good exerted among all classes, notably 
among the Utah Mormons, as is seen in the ref
ormation wrought in their teachings and prac
tices in the direction of genuine Christianity and 
pure Americanism. The financial part of the 
work has been fairly sustained by the mission, so 
that for the past year the mission has been, per
haps, more than self-sustaining. The outlook is 
good; though there are many adversaries, hind
rances and obstacles in the way. The mission 
should be well supplied with a ministry adapted 
lo its pecuiiarities. 

Elder Z. I-I. Gurley, of the Quorum of 
Twelve, present, reports: 

Last November I parted with family and com
menced my journey eastward, calling at Chicago, 
where T had the pkasure o·f meeting '\vith the 
Saints of that great city; and at the instance of 
our worthy brother, Elder Wm. H. Kelley, had 
the pleasure of addressing them twice. My 
next stop was at the residence of our worthy 
Bishop, George A. Blakeslee, where I found a 
very pleasant and properly governed family; the 
best of all was I found the spirit of peace there. 
Here also at Galien I met a few of the Saints 
and friends, and from what I saw and felt, was 
favorably impressed with the friends and work 
in that region. My next stop wa§ at Chagrin 
Falls and Kirtland, Ohio; and as soon as I ob
tained actual view of this last named place,--the 
Tcmple,---and its surroundings, so I could speak 
advisedly in relation to it, I moved onward, 
stopping two nights at Pittsburgh, Pa., where. 
fortunatelv, I met some of the Saints at their 
business meeting. Here the same cheerful 
smiling faces met me, as they had done one year 
before; and as I talked with Bro. Ells, one of the 
pioneers of the work there, and Bro. George 
Hulmes, president of the branch, Bro. Joseph 
Parsons and others, I felt assured that the good 
cause was firm and properly onward. I met here 
Bro. Hiram Robinson, then laboring under Bro. 
Ells, and prior to this in my mission; though 
young, and laboring under some disadvantages, 
he has proven faithful, and so far as I could 
learn has met with fair success. l\Ty next stop 
was Washington City, D. C., where I remained 
some two weeks or more, during which time I 
was introduced to the Secretary of State, Hon. 
F. T. Frelinghuysen, by Senator J. W. McDill 
and Hon. \V. P. Hepburn, who stated properly 
the object of our mission, and asked for us the 
relief from the improper effect of the "Circular 
Letter" of the Hon. \Vm. M. Evarts, former 
Secretary of State, whereby the Reorganized 
Church of Jes us Christ of Latter Day Saints had 
been and still was very improperly confounded 
with the Mormons of Utah; who as we know 
have placed lheit· hopes of heaven and their fears 
of ht•!l upon the acceptation or rejection of a 
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certain "purported revelation,'' whereby polyg
amy, murder, and all 1nanner of blasphemy is 
tolerated. The Secretary said that the case was 
somewhat peculiar and delicate; and wished me 
to appear in writing for my people, as he wished 
us "upon the record;" to which I readily assent
ed. And making known the result of my visit 
there to Bro. Joseph Smith, my associate in this 
special matter, we arranged conjointly the docu
ments we deemed necessary, and formally pre
sented the same, as will appear in our report. 
For these interviews we are indebted to the Hon. 
\V. P. Hepburn of Iowa, whose kindnes8 and 
courtesy was all I could ask. 

From this city I moved onward to Philadel
phia, being met at Baltimore by Bro. Joseph 
Stewart, where I assisted him in disposing of 
questions relative to baptisms administered by 
Elders of the old clrnrch,'&c., by which several 
old members there united with us. At Philadel
phia. I succeeded in establishing a mission at 
2244 Ridge Avenue, with Elders John Stone and 
Absalom Grist in charge, which at last accounts 
was prospering, with regular services each Sab· 
bath day. I only regret that I could not establish 
more missions in that great city. The branch 
there is also in fair condition, holding tegular 
services at Ninth and Callow hill street; Elder 
\Vm. Small, presiding. I baptized two preciouf 
souls here, in the waves of the Delaware river, 
on New Year's Day. 

At IIornerstown, N. J., we have a faithful little 
band of Saints, presided over by Bro. \Vm. 
Brown,--whose Aunt, sister Sallie Moore,_ now 
upwards of seventy years of age, united with us 
upon her original baptism; which sacrament she 
received at the hands of Bro. Benj. Winchester, 
many years ago. This to me was an incident 0£ 
interest and pleasure, to find that after all these 
long weary years of darkness which has been 
ove;- the Church, that she still confesses her 
Lord, and with us acknowledges him. In 
addition to this, I had the pleasure of baptizing 
four others at this place, and am pleased to 
report that the work there is in a prosperous 
condition. My next stop was at Brooklyn, 
N. Y., ~here I fotmd the branch somewhat dis
organized; but after laboring a few days, had the 
pleasure of seeing it reorganized, a hall hired, 
and regular services resumed. The Saints there 
have passed through a variety of trials; but are 
kind, warm-hearted, and spiritual; their pros
pects in the work are fair. Our worthy brother, 
Joseph Squires, presiding. I had the pleasure 
here of forming the acquaintance of Bro. W. O. 
Owen, whom Brn. Briggs and Derry will re· 
member, and who was a convert in their mission· 
ary labor in England, I believe. I trust the 
work may receive aid from his labo!'s. Jou1·ney" 
ing still eastward, I called at Bridgeport, Conn., 
where we have a few members-the result of 
Bro. Squires' work in part. Pressing on, the 
next stop was Providence, R. I., where I met a 
large, healthy branch of s:aints, ably presided 
over by Bro. F .. M. Sheehy; here I met Brrt, 
Frank Potter and Y errington, the latter being 
one of the veterans. Had the pleasure of speak• 
ing. twice to these Saints with fair liberty. Met 
the Saints at Boston several times, speaking as I 
felt led, and feel that they need help in the way 
of missionaries. Bro. Webster ls faithful, and 
still at his post as president; but the city is large; 
and laborers are needed there. Some local 
Elders reside in the city, and if they only would; 
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I think could bring to pass some good as mis
sionaries; may the Lord give them and all others 
courage to do. Here, as at Providence, the 
Saints have excellent halls to wotship In, with 
good music, both vocal and instrurrierttal, which 
I consider a l:i!essing.; This feature is note-
1vortli.y in the Massachusetts District; for at 
Fall River and Plainville, also, good music 
greeted the ear, and certainly was very cheering 
to me. At Fall River I had full houses, and 
there met Elders John Gilbert, Distr:ct Mission
ary; John Smith, Pres. of District; and John 
Potts, President of Branch. This branch has a 
pleasant chapel builded wittl their own money, 
which will accomodate an audience of two hun
dred. At Plainville, Bl'o. Charles Coombs pre
sides; and they too have_ builded an house unto 
the Lord, in the dedication of which I had the 
pleasure of assisting. This work is praiseworthy 
on the part of this little band of Saints, especialiy 
so when we consider the fact that all, or nearly 
all of these dear friends at Plainville and Fall 
River are laborers in factories, &c.; and from 
thek daily toil have laid by, until a house to 
worship in is the result. God will bless such 
efforts everywhere. Let the good work of build
in~ houses go on. Massachusetts District has 
some eight or nine branches, with a total mem
bership o,f about 6oo, and is in good condition. 
The Philadelphia District has some four branch
es organized, and with the scattered members 
will probably approximate to 150 or 200 souls, 
and is in fair condition. Bro. Joseph A. Stewart, 
presiding. 

On my return from the east, I was met at 
Philadelphia by Brn. Jos. Smith and G. A. 
.Blakeslee, and with them said good bye to the 
faithful ones there, and went to \Vashington, 
finishing up the work before referred to. 
Throughout the entire journey, I have been well 
received and well treated by all whom I have 
met. Have had more calls to "come and help 
us," than I possibly could fill. I need help in 
this mission; it is an excellent field, with millions 
of people, many, very many of whom are good. 
Have enjoyed £air to good liberty in speaking 
the word, and feel to leave the care thereof with 
Him who "doeth all things" well. Have seen 
and met some things to annoy and displease; 
have sought to administer the law in love,
firmly, but calmly. All things considered, I am 
well pleased with the outlook; but the cause we 
love needs more missionaries jn the east, for it 
will I think yet prove one of our best fields 
for proselyting, as the people are very intelligent 
and industrious. 

Elder John H. Lake, of the Quorum of 
Twelve, present, reports: 

Since the last session of your honorable body, 
held at Lamoni, Iowa, September, 1882, I have 
been laboring in the mission assigned me, in 
charge, in Canada, in the districts and branches, 
and have effected some new opeqings; have en
joyed good liberty of the Spirit in presenting the 
gospel to the people. Prejudice is fleeing away; 
many friends have been raised up unto the gos
pel, and are now defending the same. The 
Saints of the mission are at peace with each 
other, so far as I am informed. The only un
favorable report I have to make is, that there is a 
careless lethargy with the Saints; thify seem to 
fail to see the necessity of keeping their lamps 
trimmed and burning, and oil within. But I have 
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labored to get them to discharge their duties to
·wards each other and their neighbors and friends.i 
and to worship God in Spirit arid in truth. 

I have baptized four; blessed seven child1'ctn, 
solemnized two marriages, adrriinistered to the 
sick whenever called Liiion so to do, in some in·· 
stai1ces with marked effect. The Lord truly con· 
firmed his word with signs following. The 
brethren associated with me, to labor in the mis
sion, have done very good work in different part;; 
of the mission, in battling for the truth. And I 
presume they will each report their labors. The 
local laborers have done sorue work out:iic!e of 
the branches. I hope they will still continue to 
do so; and may God bless theru with his Spirit, 
to enable them to stand firm to the truth. I 
think I am safe to report to you that the mission 
is in much better condition than when I was 
placed in charge; and r" am satisfied that with 
proper management, and the blessing of the Lord, 
that there are many in Canada that will obey 
the gospel and rejoice in the hope of eternal life. 

And in closing this report, dear brethren, I 
wish to say I don't feel to weary in the battle, 
although I have been strugling (in my weak way) 
as an Elder, to preach the gospel of Christ for 
twenty years, if I live to see this coming June. 
Yet I am with you for the victory. I hope to see 
the latter day work made honorable, and the 
bride (the Church) adorned with pure linen clean 
and white, the righteousness of the Saints, and 
be ready to meet the, Bridegroom at his coming. 
And to this end I shall labor and pray, hoping to 
be sustained by you in righteousness. 

Eldet Joseph R. Lambert, of the Quo
rum of. the Twelve, present, reports: 

Since the middle of last December I have 

sought in every way known to me, so far a;; 

strength and ability would permit, to advance 

the interests of God's work in the City of Chica· 

go. Whatever may be thought or said of my 

labors, I am conscious of having acted without 

partiality or ill feeling to any. For the last two 
Sundays Bro. M. T. Short has kindly done the 
preaching, the only help of that kind received. 
In addition to preaching, I have taken charge of 
the prayer meetings, business meetings, meetings 
of Elders' Courts, and have done not a little of 
that labor which rightfully devolves upon the 
Teacher. Much more of this kind of work 
should have been done, but poor health would 
not permit. The peculiarities and difficulties of 
the situation were soon made apparent. Things 
which trai1spired before my coming, (whether 
they furnished just cause for complaint or not, I 
do not say), together with the action of the 
Northren Illinois District, since last fall, con
spired to make the situation more embarrassing. 
The conclusion was soon reached that, so far as 
the Saints were concerned, the leading effort 
would be to preserve the work from total ruin, 
and bring about reform as fast as the peculiari
ties of the situation would allow. Soon after 1 
arrived, a number of brethren found supposed 
cause to justify them in drawing off from us, 
most of whom have even refused to attend 
preaching meetings. They have, however, first, 
without my knowledge, and second, over my 
public protestation, held prnyer meeti1c;,;s cf their 
own, from house to house. Such movements as 
this are not. entirely new to the Chi::·. h. The 
manner in which this one is disposed of will 

affect the work for good or for evil, not only in 
Chicago1 but else·where. The foregoing will 
se1've a~ a weak indication of what we have to 
contend with in striving to build up the work in 
that city. 

The present outlook, so far as the branch is 
concerned, is not flattering, though we have 
made some advancement, and are not discourag
ed. Among the Chicago Saints, not excepting 
those who move in harmony with the general 
order of the work, is found a large and very dis
cordant element. These brethren are not blest 
with a surpius of wisc:om, but are anxious to ex· 
press their views, as a rule, and each one seem
ing to be wedded to his opinions. Some of them, 
too, are very combative. \Ve make these state· 
ments, not to reflect upon the Saints, but because 
we believe they arc due the Church and the 
missionaries >vho labor there. For the last six 
weeks, or more, the attendance from without 
has been gradually but slowly increasing. "With 
but few exceptions, I have had good liberty in 
preaching, aud have felt the power of the gospel 
of God's dear Son. 

"Whatever may be thought of the wisdom of 
continuing this mission, (and there are some 
strong reasons in its favor), my experience is. 
this; when the dark clouds are lifted, and the 
light and the blessing of God's Spirit bursts up
on us, there comes the strong conviction that the 
gospel standard should be kept raised in the City 
of Chicago. Some one of tact, patience, firmness 
in the right, a fair representative of the word, of 
irreproachable character, and pqsessed with 
physical as well as spiritual nerve, should be 
placed in charge. \Vhether my days be few or 
many, I desire to devote them wholly to the 
service of God. 

Elder Alexander H. Svzith, of the Quo· 
rum of Twelve, present, reports: 

Having been appointed by your honorable 
body, at last fall session, to preside over the 
Missouri Mission, I hereby report my labors in 
that field. I have labored in the following 
places: Galesburg, Oronogo, Independence, 
Kansas City, St. Joseph, Stewartsville and vicini
ty, Cameron and Bevier, Missouri; Vvyandotte, 
Columbus and Pleasant View, Kansas; Col
.chester, Ills; Grundy county, Mo.; Galien and 
Coldwater, Mich.; :ind Steuben county Ind. 
You will see I have labored outside of my field. 
I have been hindered some as to time, in service 
in my field, away from home; but my whole 
time has been devoted to the work. I have done 
what I could, having had charge as presiding 
officer at one time of the Independence District, 
and the Branch at Independence, and the State of 
Missouri, my Mission. Have had excellent liberty 
in preaching the word. Have ministered to the· 
sick with marked success in many instances.· 
\Vith one or two exceptions, I believe the mission• 
in good working order. There are far more calls· 
than I have had men to supply. The work is' 
fast assuming proportions which demand more· 
men, more means, and more willing laborers.· 
A better feeling seems pervading the entire 
membership in my mission since the activity of 
the Bishopric. A more healthy tone, and'. 
brighter prospects are opening before us, and 
should I be continued in present field, I purpose· 
a more vigorous and extended campaign for the· 
coming year. I pray for the. visitation of God'S' 
Holy Spirit upon your council&. 
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Elder 7~ W. Smith of the Twelve, 
present, reports: 

My labors in the ministry have not been very 
extensive since last Fall Conference. Shortly 
after my return home I visited the Delana 
Branch, Missouri, and held several meetings in 
connection with Bro. W. T. Bozarth. I have 
preached several times for the Saints in Stewarts· 
ville, and also for the German Saints in their 
chapel, and a number of times in the chapel of 
our home branch. l visited Burlington, Iowa, 
in the beginning of \\linter, and preached a 
number of times there. On my_ way to Confer
ence I called at Lamoni, Iowa, and spoke twice, 
1111d at Lucas, lowa, a11d pl'eached twice there, 
fi11d at :ifodi11gtdn and spoke thi'ee tinies. 1 h~_1-e 
ildministered to the sick and afflicted fi-fiquentiy, 
sonlethries \\rllh dthei's, and so1rietimes alone, and 
the blessing of health and ·cure was given in a 
number of cases; and in others no immediate 
help followed. I am ready for the field, wherever 
duty and the good of the cause may require. 

Elder Charles Derry, of the High 
Priests' Quorum, present, reports: 

Since the last conference I have labored in the 
field appointed to the best of my ability, under 
the circumstances. I have had good attention in 
all places where I have preached, both in Iowa 
and Nebraska. In some places I have been denied 
a hearing, and in one instance was notified bv a 
Methodist class leader, that I could not hav"'e a 
certain house under his control any more; but 
the people in the neighborhood opened their 
houses, and manifested great desire to hear. I 
believe good will be done there. I have baptized 
four; but others have been led to accept of" the 
truth where I have labored. M v faith in Goel 
and his truth remains unshaken. 

0

l sball do what 
I can, but I feel that I could do full as much 
good if my field was not so large as now. 

Elder C. G. Lanphear, of the lligh 
Priests' Quorum, presc:1t, reports: 

My desire is to do all can in the cause, and 
feel the Spirit of the w01-k, and the importance 0£ 

its great light and benefits to be derived therebv, 
to those that are thirsting for the word of life .• I 
was out in the way of gospel effort and labor, 
though not under any special appointment of the 
Church; from July till January, and preached 
about twenty-five times. Attended hvo district 
conferences, one in Kansas and one in Missouri. 
Was very kind"ly received by the Saints, nnd my 
wants kindly C<(red for and supplied. I hope to 
be able to do something in the way of disseminat· 
ing gospel light to the world in the com:se of the 
season. 

Elder R. 'J. Anthony of the Quorum of 
Seventy, reports from Cold vV <iter, Flor
ida, ~lS follows: 

I started for my field of labor as soon after 
your Fall session as was practicable. Arrived in 
Kentucky early in December, and until now 
have been preaching and visiting the mission. I 
.am not prepared to make a full report. I did 
.some preaching at Bardwell, Kentucky, and there 
-seemed to be a very good interest. 1 visited the 
Farmington Branch with Bro. G. S. Hyde, and 
from there we went into Tennessee, and did 
some labor there; but I am not able to say what 
the interest is _in that part of my field. The 
\w'.ellth'~ wRil i:;o ]:rad during my stu:y in Kentucky 
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and Tt!tlne~see, that it was almost impossible to 
get to onr dj:ipoitltmcnts. I visited the Three 
Rivers and Bluff Creek !ka11ches in Mississippi. 
Bro. F. P. Scarcliff met me in Mississippi, and 
we labored there some little time, trying to 
encourage the Saints and convince others. \Ve 
found the work in a languishing condition; but 
during our stay the interest revived. I feel con
fident our Yisit in Mississippi did good; from 
appearances it is the best field I have seen in the 
South, there are many good openings for the 
word there. I have not been able to visit the 
Alabama District yet, and as I have no report 
from the local authorities, I am not prepared to 
say what the condition of the work is. I have 
receivgd n card from Bro. Franklin Vickery, 
iiskir1g me to vbit them, slating that they need 
preaching. I have not visited all the branches, 
but where 1 have been, I find the work languish
fog; the1'e ai'e nian.J' good, true Saints, some have 
grown cold and careless, attd some have suffered 
the tempter to lead them asti'ay, and have tat'• 
nished the fair name of Saint, and brought 
reproach upon the Chnrch. As yet have seen 
nothing flattering in Florida. I have advised 
and tried to encourage the Saints to the best of 
my ability; have tried to impress upon their 
minds the necessity of living a pure, upright, and 
devoted life to God and Christ. I have flattered 
myself with the thought that in some places the 
drooping spfrits have revived, and pray God it 
may be so. I have baptiZed five, preached when 
and where I could, but so far my labor has been 
mostly in the branches; and now I am going out 
into new fields, belkving that the cause will 
move along under the "Watchcare of local author
ity. From reports the people are anxious to hear 
the gospel; but this mission is like all others 
that I ha,·e visited, local Elders do not always 
ha,·e time to open up new fields and remain 
while the interest demands the labor. I believe 
this a good field fo1· proselyting; people are 
anxious everywhere to hear. I recommend that 
you send at least five or six Elders to this field, 
if it is at all practicable, and let them come at 
once,--lhe Summer season is the best for labor 
here in the extreme south. We must have some 
one in Kentucky and Tennessee; the Fall is the 
time to do missionary labor there. vVe ought to 
have one especially to look after the Brighamites 
in Georgia and Tennessee. My desire is to labor 
in the service of my Lord, and expect to continue 
to do so; but I "Will have to ask you to release 
me, as I have some business matters to look after 
at home that will require my personal attention 
during the Summer. I shall leave the matter 
with you and abide your decision. 

Elder Claud Rodger, President of the 
Quorum of Seventy, reports from Lamoni, 
Iowa: 

Having hitherto for many years labored with 
you for the advancement of the great cause of 
our Redeemer for the salvation of man, I am not 
changed in faith nor purpose; but ever trusting 
in the good Spirit for my guide, I hope to endure 
to the end. Last conference I was appointed to 
labor as circumstances might permit; I have 
clone so, though I can not boast of much good 
being accomplished. Being so long in warmer 
climates, the past winter has been severe on me, 
and kept me from doing the good that my heart 
desired. My present circumstances are such as 
may hinder my travels in the vineyard yet for 

some months. But when again at liberty, I hope 
to be found faithful to a calling I believe to be of 
God. I would prefer to labor where I believe I 
can do the most good and where laborers are 
surely needed,---California and Nevada; but if 
the Spirit directs otherwise, all well. I shall ever 
pray for humility to submit to the will and coun
cel of God, whose loving kindness and tender 
mercy I have shared in for many years, and in 
whose power I shall trust for salvation at the 
end of the race. 

Elder 'John C. Poss, of the Quorum of 
Seventy, reports from Independence, Mo., 
as follows: 

On the 13th of February I left Stewartsville, 
Missouri, for this place, I commenced im
mediately to build a house. Some of the Saints 
here assisted me. 

I assisted the president of this district in organ
izing the Armstrong Branch, blessed two children, 
~olemnized one marriage. I have been laboring 
Ver"y hard to place myself in a condition so to 
give my entire time and talent to the cause of 
Christ, and am now ready to take the field and go 
at your command, and I will try and do the best 
good I can. 

Elder 'J. T. Davis, of the Quorum of 
Seventy, reports from Mound Valley, Kas., 
as follows: 

""" Since we last met at Lamoni, Iowa, my efforts 
in preaching have been confined to Crawford, 
Cherokee, and Labette counties; as a rule we 
have good hearing and large congregations, and I 
think we have succeeded in removing a great 
amount of prejudice and tradition; but I think 
the work is only in its infancy here as yet. The 
demand for preaching is great, and the elements 
to contend with are the various forms of inodern 
orthodoxy, spiritualism, and infidelity. The coun
try is thickly settled by energetic and e!Herpris
ing families. The field is important and the 
work should be prosecuted with vigo1·. As yet I 
have not been able to go into the Indian Ter
ritory, but I think to go there in a few weeks
we have an invitation to enter the Territory where 
·the Verdigris river enters below Coffeyville, to 
preach to the Indians, and they say the country 
is thickly settled all along that stream, hence I 
intend to go and see what can be done for the 
Lord among the Lamanites. I have been greatly 
blessed in my labors, and know nothing better 
then rnnlinue, if your judgment will so order. 

Elder J. F. Jvfintun, of the Quorum 
of the Seventy, reports from Freemont, 
Nebraska: 

After my re-appointment to this rnission at 
the Fall Conference, I returned home, but was 
there only a few days till I was taken with the 
fever and agut:. Through the mercies of God, 
by the prayer of faith, I was restored after about 
two weeks' illness. I then acted as one of a 
Court of Elders at Galland's Grove, in behalf of 
our Quorum. I retutned home and entered 
upon my missionary duties on the 20th of Nov
ember. I have preached ninety-four times, held 
a discussion of three days of three hours each, 

.which resulted in good to the cause; have bap
tized two, confirmed and assisted in confirming 
three, ordained one Elder, one Priest, and one 
Teacher, blessed six children, and whenever 
called upon have a·cted in o'ther positions <re· 
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cording to"my calling. I have been exceedingly 
ble&sed in all my labors; God bearing witness to 
my labors by them resulting in good. I desire 
to continue in the work of the Lord, for it is ·my 
only comfort beyond this vale of tears; and as 
you may or~ler, so I hope to be able to do, God 
being my helper. Prejudice is fast giving way 
in Nebraska, and th.e work of leading souls to 
Christ is moving slo-\vly but surely onward. 

Elder 'J. S. Patterson of the Quorum 
of Seventy, present, reports: 

The following is offered as a brief "Y uopsis of 
my missionary labors. Since the September 
Conference my time has been exclusively devoted 
to the ministry; and my travels have extended 
as far over Northern Illinois as the severity of 
the past Winter would admit of. I have held a 
series of meetings at Cortland, Leland, Amboy, 
Sand\vich, Plano, Mission, and in the neighbor
hood of Piper City, and have endeavored to make 
our efforts as interesting and instructive as possi
ble, leaving the results with him who giveth the 
increase. Some have signified their intention of 
uniting. Our reception has been corcliaf at some 
places, at others cold and formal; we have been 
made to realize that all are not brethren who bear 
the name, but knowing the work is of God, none 
of these things move us. The Northern Illinois 
!'.listrict, over which I at present preside, 
is partly in running order and partly otherwise. 
I have done my best to infuse life and vigor 
where it appeared necessary, but with rather 
indifferent success in some localities. I find quite 
a general dissatisfaction in the district over the 
action of last Fall Conference, in the matter of 
the Chicago Branch . being severed from the dis
trict without their knowledge or consent; they 
believe their rights to have been infringed, and 
a dangerous precedent established; but hope that 
their request for a re-hearing may meet your 
favorable consideration. The Ifernld as a 
weekly, meets· with favor all over my field 
of labor. So far as advanced years and a 
consequent bodily weakness will admit of, I 
am still at the service of the Church, trusting 
that the conference may result in good for 
the cause, and .knowing that only our right
eous acts are approved of God, and feeling 
that no man can ever rise on the ruins of his 
fellow men, or brethren, I sincerely pray and 
trust that all our efforts for the right may be 
exercised lawfully, with unshaken faith in the 
ultimate triumph of truth. 

Elder Gomer T. Grijjitlzs, of the Quor
um of Seventy, present, reports as follows: 

Since the Semi-Annual Conference of r882, I 
have endeavored to promote the cause, in dis
pensing the word of life and in officiating in all 
the ordinances that appertains to my office. I 
have preached at Hyde Park, Plymouth, Nanti
coke and Pittsburgh, Pa.; Warnock, Lampsville 
and Byesville, Ohio; Glen Easton, \V. Va. Have 
baptized 15, confirmed 15, blessed eight children, 
ordained two Teachers, adminsterecl to the sick 
with some good results. The present prospects 
for preaching are very good in Ohio and \Vest 
Virginia; plenty of new openings. Prejudice is 
rapidly abating in most places where I have been. 
The Macedonian cry is heard from all parts of 
the mission. The Saints are beginning to realize 
that they must be more assiduous and vigilant in 
the future, before they can be instrumental in the 
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hands of God in bring about the redemption of 
Zion. The Saints and friends here have been 
kind to us, for which we feel grateful. The good 
Master has abundantly blessed my labors, and I 
am still willing to labor in the field, providing I 
can get a suitable. place for my wife, othenvise I 
must provide one myself. 

Elder Heman C. Smith, of the Quorum 
of Seventy, present, reports: 

Have labored in Texas exclusively since la>'t 
report, preaching in Anderson, Robertson, Bur
leson, Bell, Blanco, B::mdera, Bexar, Bastrop, 
Stevens and Young counties. I have been 
blessed in my labor with the Spidt of the Master. 
Though my trials have been severe, and my bur
dens sometimes almost more than I could bear, 
yet I have received much encouragement, and 
often while under the influence of the Spirit I 
have felt quite sanguine of success in the South
·western Mission. The work in Texas is im
proving in some respects, in others it is not. 
There is more, and a wider spread interest in the 
work than before, and more respect is paid us by 
the thinking class. The Saints are not progress
ing spiritually as I wish they were; yet we have 
been blessed with some notable cases of healing, 
for which we praise the Lord. 'We have not 
been able as yet to open the work in Louisiana. 
Bro. Montague has labored some in Arkansas, 
and reports a good interest. I see by the H.erald 
that Bro. B. V. Springer has labored some in 
Arkansas, also, ·which I was very glad to hear. 
In the Indian Territory the work is about at a 
stand still. Brn. Montague and Luff, and I have 
each made some effort there, but our labors were 
not very successful. 

We have a wide expanse of territory in this 
mission, and so far only three of us to labor. 
We struggle against contending odds. I think 
the Church does not fully understand the needs 
of the wol·k here, or they would make some more 
effort to aid us than they have done. The Dis
trict Conference will send in a petition for Brn. 
D. H. Bays and W. T. Bozarth; and if the cir
cumstances of these brethren would j usttfy it, I 
would be glad if the petition could be granted; 
they have both been in the mission, and each 
have many friends who would welcome them. 
Bro. Montague is in North Texas, and has been 
laboring faithfully. He is faithful, reliable and 
agreeable, and should be continued. Bro. Cato 
has been hindered much by ill health; but has 
done considerable labor, he is zealous and faith
ful, an.d I would recommend his being continued 
in the work here. A~ for myself I am at the dis
posal of conference after a few months, and am 
willing to continue in the mission if the needs of 
the work seem to you to demand it. The most 
of the serious difficulties are now in a fair way to 
be adjusted, though there are somethings yet to 
be looked after, which may be the cause of some 
trouble. 

Elder G. S. Hj•de, of the Quorum of 
Seventy, reporting from Clear \Vater, 
Neb., says: 

I have endeavored to do as best I could, seek
ing to adapt myself to circumstances, laboring 
where and when I thought the most good could 
be done; the results the future will reveal. Since 
the Fall Conference I have baptized none. I can 
not say conscientiously that prospects for future 
ingatherings into the fold from the people of Ten-

ne~see and Kentucky is very flattering; yet whe11 
we consider the importance of the gospel repre~ 
Bented by us, a11d the moral worth 0£ those whom 
it is designed to save, we feel that the interest 
and demand for labor in those States are fully 
sufficient to justify missionary labor there. vVe 
are sometimes led to think that the work of God 
for the consummation of latter clay events is, in 
fflome respect~, in it.B infancy. Perhaps ntit \h 
point of time. The gospel germ has been planted 
there, and so1ne good fruit has grov~;n upon the 
tr.:c of righteousness. \Vitb regard to future 
labor, brethren, I am with you. I love gospel 
because it is my friend. I love to preach it, be
cause in so doing spiritual power and the ability 
to resbt and overcome c.- ii are imparted. I pre
fer "our gospel" to many others taught in the 
world for various reasons: First, it is identical 
the oue taught by Paul, Peter, James, John and 
Jesus the "Mediator of all." Second, it is a better 
gospel than the diluted and attenuated theories 
passing among the unwary or unwise, because it 
contains the essence of power by which its truth 
is demonstrated, and it adherents are made free 
from the bondage of sin. Third, it breaths and 
begets higher moral sentiment, it generates 
grander aspirations, and s·ecures to man a better 
conception of the creature and the Creator. In 
the last six months I have preached fifty-three 
times and attended to such of the duties as natur
ally devoh·e upon the itinerant ministry. 

Elder 'J. F. J}fcDowell, of the Quorum 
of Seventy, present, reports as follows: 

I have labored in Des Moines District; have 
delivered over one hundred sermo~s and lec
tures, baptized seven, biessecl five children, 
attended to eight confirmations; have adminis
tered to the sick with marked results; God's 
power having been immediately displayed. On 
our way eastward, Bro. Etzenhouser and self 
tarried in Dubuque about two weeks; here we 
met with opposition in obtaining occupancy of 
some chapels, which resulted in an exchange of 
thought in the leading daily papers, from which 
we think "the truth" and "the way" did not suffer. 
We found two "old time'' folks, whose hearts 
were retouched by God's spirit, acknowledged 
the "voice of the Good Shepherd" in the message 
delivered, and the husband renewed his covenant 
with God by baptism, after years of wandering in 
sorrow and uncertainty. \Ve left others on the 
verge of the liquid grave, whose hearts have 
received new life. and whose souls shall not 
rest contented until they have followed Jesus all 
the way. I have received renewed a11d increased 
evidences of the divinity of the work; and I feel 
assured that its march points only toward eter
nal conquest, ~and that it shall be crowned with 
victory amid acclamations of angelic hosts, and 
voices of the redeemed shall pronounce it an in
finite success, for Goel shall stand and prc:mouncc 
the supreme benediction \Yhich belongeth to the 
consummation of dispensation;;, and the closing 
of the ages of time! 

Elder Columbus Scott, of the Quornm 
of Seventy, present, reports as follows: 

I have labored almost continuously since last 
September in Michigan. Having been under 
the necessity of laboring alone, I have not been 
able to meet the. great demand for labor, in the 
localities visited. Some most excellent fields 
for the ministry of the gospel arc opening tlp ii• 

www.LatterDayTruth.org



central Michigan, the demands of which I hope 
will not be overlooked nor forgotten by the pres
ent conference. I hope another proclamation 
will be made for "volunteers," that the great 
campaign may move on to glorious and certain 
victory. More laborers are needed: will the 
Church arouse to the importance of the occasion, 
and the requirements of the great cause. So far 
as the spiritual stat us of the work in -·the mission 
is concerned, the Saints are generally active and 
alive to the work. Have baptized three, and con
firmed three; administered to th_e sick, which in 
instances, was greatly confirmed with blessing 
attending. Have otherwise ministered in word 
and ordinances, with spiritual acceptance and 
satisfaction. \Ve have encountered some causes 
of struggling, temptations and trials, in trying to 
move along in the path of duty; but the hand of 
the Father has-led us, and this has been sufficient. 
I believe my chief desire in life is to assist in 
moving the cause of Christ along in the world, 
according "to the measure of the gift" bestowed, 
and am still willing to do all I can, as divine 
wisdom may indicate. 

Elder E. C. Brand, of the Quorum of 
Seventy, present, reports: 

Since last conference I have been laboring in 
Northern and Southern Nebraska and Western 
Iowa: in Nebraska at Bates School House, Platts
mouth, Omaha, Blair, Fairfield, \Vilber, De\Vitt, 
Dorchester, Mt. Hope, Pleasant GroYe and Fre
mont; and in Western Iowa at Plum Creek, 
Fremont and Ross School-house; preached 82 
times, baptized four, confirmed one, ordained 
one Elder by direction of conference, married 
one couple, blessed eight children, traveled 
2,286 miles, opened three new places vdth 
good prospects. In Northern and Southern Ne
braska the work is taking a more permanent hold. 
There is a strong feeling of inquiry among the 
people, and an a\vakening among the Saints; 
from whom I haYe met with great kindness, and 
my wants have' been well supplied. The power 
of God has been made manifest, not only among 
the Saints, but also outside of the Ch1\rch. 

Elder B. V Springer, of the Quorum 

of Seventy, present, reports: 
Pursuant to my appointment of the last An

nual Conference; I have endea\'ored to magnify 
my calling in the field assigned me, to the extent 
o0£ my ability, a11d am happy ii: being able to re· 
port some good results. I deem it proper to call 
your attention especially to that portion of coun
try visited by myself lasl winter, comprising the 
counties of Howell and Oregon in :Missouri, and 
Fulton county, Arkansas. I am quite sure that 
a good work can be done there, if proper labor is 
had. Bro. Heman C. Smith would be welcome 
there. I have been greatly blessed in my labors, 
notwithstanding the trials I have had to under
go, for I realize that God is in this work, and that 
they that are for us are more than they that are 
against us. I have been blessed temporally. God 
.bless the Saints of the St. Louis District,-my 
wants have been amply supplied. As to the 
future, I can only say that I am willing to go 
-wherever you may decide. 

Elder Joseph Lu~!f reports fr:nn Salt 
Lake City, Utah, as follows: 

By the Fall conference of 1882, I was appoint
.eel to the Rocky Mountain Mission, and in about 
,thr"ee weeks from the close of its ses·$jon, I was 
' . 
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in Salt Lake City. Since then I have devoted 
all my time to the ministl'y, except when my 
health was too poor to allow it. I have labored 
nnder the direction of Bro. Blair. Have visited 
Malad and Eikhorn, in Idaho; and Provo, Pleas
ant Grove, American Fork, Lehi, and Union 
Fort, in Utah; besides attending to the interests 
of the work in Salt Lake City, a great portion of 
the time. After my arrival here, I was rather 
impressed with the idea that if I hoped to accom
plish any good I had better make up my mind to 
stay from two to three years. Expressing that 
thought, I was advised lo bring out my family, 
which I did. My health has been poorer than at 
any time in my life, and my bodily suffering 
greater. At the present time I am feeling rather 
better. If it is thought expedient by the Church 
to sustain me in this mission, I am willing to 
remain. Everywhere I have been throughout 
the mission, a feeling of regret has been express
ed over the removal of Bro. R. J. Anthony from 
this mission. His return is anxiously looked 
and hoped for. No opportunity has been afforded 
the members of this mission of expressing, in 
conference, th~ir feeling in the matter, on account 
of the conference east being held at the same 
date as ours here; but had such opportunity qeen 
afforded, a special appeal wonlcl have been made 
for his return. Polygamy never was more boldly 
or plainly enjoined upon the peop)e here than 
now. It is the theme of nearly every discourse 
delivered, and throughout the territory it is being 
offered as the only alternative to damnation here
after, and loss of position in the church here. 
The mission needs more laborers; but whether 
it will justify the outlay required in sending 
them or not, I will not predict. 

Elder .!Ians .iV. I-lanscn reports from 
Ephraim City, Utah: 

1 submit a report of my labors in this field, lo 
which I was appointed by last General Confer
ence. I left home December 5th, 1882, and went 
immediately to work. I have preached in Salt 
Lake and Sanpete counties; have met with much 
opposition, and much darkness to contend with; 
but yet have felt blessed in my efforts to some 
extent. I have been much encouraged by the 
kindness of the few Saints that it has been my 
privilege to meet with, for indeed they have 
received and cared for me as a brother, and no 
where have I found a more warm-hearted people 
than the Saints in Ctah. I have only baptized 
and confirmed three; although I have scattered 
seed in plenty, I have reaped but sparingly; but 
the work is the Lord's, and he must give the 
incrcase--hence I am content. On account of 
my temporal affairs it will be necessary for me 
to return home this Summer, but trust that 
whether in Utah or any where else, I may be 
found by the grace of Goel in the discharge of 
my duties. 

Elder F. P. Scarclefff, present, reports: 
I have labored in the Florida District, baptized 

two, preached seventy times. More laborers are 
needed in this part of the mission; I have not 
been able to respond to many urgent calls. \Ve 
are constantly reminded by the papers in the 
South that the Utah Church is making a special 
effort in the South, and that they are qtiite suc
cessful in making converts. The South is com
paratively speaking a great untried field. In 
many places openings can only tie made In the 

face of great opposition; but still the doors are 
open in many parts of the mission. The work in 
the South ought not to be abandoned, but more 
laborers sent. I think that labor in New Orleans, 
Mobile and Atlanta, and other cities would be an 
advantage to the work; not so much for what 
might be done by making converts, but for the 
influence it would have throughout the country. 
Large cities are not very numerous in the South, 
and their influence is considerable. 

Elder R. Jlf. Elvin; present, reports: 
After conference last Fall, sickness caused 

me to lose part of October and November. I 
have preached sixty times in Iowa at fourteen 
places; and forty-one times in N cbraska at 
eleven places. In addition to the above labor, I 
accepted of a challenge from the Rev. N. M. 
Allen of the Missionary Baptist Church. 'Ve 
met in January and discussed for six nights, 
each session was of two hours' duration; the 
attendance was very large, much above the 
capacity of the house to accommodate, and the 
order was excellent; thus there were hundreds 
who listened to the gospel, that under no other 
circumstance could. have been prevailed upon to 
give ear to our testimony. The Father sustain· 
ed me by the granting of the Holy Spirit, giving 
life and power to the word spoken. I have 
travelled in the discharge of my duties as a mis
sionary 1,845 miles, mnch of this travel was 
accomplished per wagon during the intense cold 
and mid storm and deep snow. Baptized and 
confirmed three, united 1.wo couples in the bonds 
of wedlock, and blessed eight children. I have 
administered to quite a number of sick, and in 
most cases with an immediate result for good, 
and in some cases, with greater and more speed
ily results than could have been expected. 
Financially I have been closely pressed, but am 
willing to endure with the Church during its 
hours of adversity and poverty, believing that if 
I endure the cross with the Church militant, in 
patience, with a cheerful and humble heart, I 
shall be permitted and entitled to a crown of re
ward and glory in the Church triumphant, 
when the Master cometh to make up his Jewels. 
I find joy and peace of mind while engaged in 
the calling of a messenger of the gospel of sal va
tion, and my hope is _to be found worthy to stand 
firm and true, to have and retain the confidence 
of the Church and my Heavenly Father. 

Elder J . .lI. Jfcrriam, present, reports: 
Being appointed to the Canada Mission under 

Bro. J. H. Lake, I reported to him at London 
Conference, on 4th November, since then have 
put in my entire time battling for the truth, and 
can say have been blessed in so doing. Have 
opened up some new places, where good has been 
done; baptized four and blessed six children, 
have been assisted by local brethren both in min
istry and by temporal means. The work in 
Canada demands attentipn to make it successful. 
Prejudice is giving wa3~, and the work seems to 
be getting a good footing. The Saints have great 
confidence in the President of the M-ission, and a 
general desire expressed to have him return, 

Elder H. J?obinso~z, present, reports; 
I have ,Jabored in Pennsylvania, Qhi0, anq 

West Virginia. I have taken orders for books 
and papers, and collected moneys for the office: 
Blessed- a number of children, administered to 

the sitk with m.arI~ed res41~1 atteµdl:!d prate\'. 
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meetings, and instructed the Saints. I have bap
tized and confirmed thirteen; opened two or 
three new places,-one in Monroe county, Ohio, 
-that bids fair for a good work to be done; left 
many believers anxious to hear the words of life. 
I am still willing to labor in th~ vineyard, if 
found worthy. 

Elder John D. Bennett, reports from 
Cuba, Republic coµnty, Kansas: 

My labors have been confined to Washington, 
Republic, Cloud, and Clay Counties, Kansas. 
My regular appointments are at five points. I 
leave home on Saturday and visit two or more 
points, and return on Monday, making a trip of 
:<bout fifty miles, to be repeated on the following 
Saturday. During the winter I have held several 
serial meetings; my average regular and serial 
are very nearly three appointments per week. My 
mission was voluntary and the field my own 
choice, conference only confirming the choice. 
Hence "l went this warfare at my own charges, 
freely giving one-third of my time through the 
cropping season, and weeks together during the 
winter months. My Book of Covenants has 
gone to pieces, and my Book of Mormon "is 
not;" these, the side-·arms of the Christian war
riors, and I miss them sorely but am unable to 
purchase them; I have not seen a 1-Ienlld for up
wards of three months, which with a hymn book 
would be useful and comforting could I possess 
them, but poverty forbids. 

Should the Twelve and the conference so 
concur, I shall be pfeased to continue my labors 
in this field, and. if the Bishopric have funds on 
hands to spare to aid me to some extent, it will 
be thankfully recieved; if not I will trust the 
Master, and do all and the very best I can to 
advance the interest of the work. 

Elder A. J. Cato, reports from Bandera, 
Texas, as follows: 

I left Cook's Point in company with Bro. H. 
C.Smith, went to the Elmwood Branch to hold 
a two days' meeting. During our stay (nine days) 
there were six added to the Church. \Ve went 
from there to Hearne; held a few' meetings 
with Central Texas Branch, baptized cne. ·went 
thence to Elkhart, held meetings with the Elkhart 
Branch; baptized two. From October 24th to 
the roth of December I was not able to do any 
thing. I attended the conference of the Texas 
Central District, which was held with the Elm
wood Branch. Since that time I have been with 
Bro. Smith till he started to Bastrop county to 
attend the quarterly conference of the Central 
Texas District. At Medina and Bandera I con
tinued the work for awhile longer .. We labored 
in the counties of Bell, Burleson, Robertson, An
derson, Bastrop, Blanco, Bexar and Bandera; 
baptized seveii.:' We can not boast of a great 
increase si nee last Conference. I am willing to 
continue in this mission for the coming year, or 
go to any other place you may think best. 

Elder Gordon E. Deuel, present, re
ports: 

After the Fall Conference I preached some in 
Nebraska and baptized one in Glenwood, Iowa. 
On my arrival in Canada I attended the London 
Distrct Conference and spoke twice; after which 
I came to Kent and Elgin Di,trict, preached 
some in Blenheiti:}; after that I went to Tilbury. 
From there I went up into Romney by invitation, 
assisted Bro. J. H. Merriam. After that preached 
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once in Chatham, on Christmas day, on the 
street, then returned to Blenheim and made my 
way into Howard Township, and preached in 
town hall, Morpeth; I also preached a number 
of times in Ridgetown and baptized twelve and 
blessed quite a number of children, I have ad
ministered to the sick a number of times with 
good effect; one instance I might mention, a case 
of a disease of forty years' standing, and the 
brother testifies that he was healed when minis
tered to. I have preached altogether twenty
three discourses, baptized 13· I am at the dis-
posal of yonr honorable body. 

Elder James A. kfcintosh, reports from 

Picton, Ontario, as follows: 

I ha\·e preached 57 times, baptized 5, confirmed 
4, ordained one Priest; administered to eighteen 
sick persons, with good in nearly all cases; at
tended five sacrament meetings, blessed two 
children, traveled 488 miles (50 of this on foot); 
made three new openings. I might have done 
more labor than I have performed. I may have 
erred in some respects, but in none intentionally. 
If any action is taken to organize the Fifth Quo
rum of Elders, I have previonsly sent in my 
name at request of llerald; you can call it up if 
necessary, as I desire to do all I can in the Lord's 
v'tneyard. 

COMMITTEE REPORT. 

Report of committee to wait upon the 
Secretary of State read. On motion the 
report, with the memorial, was received 
and adopted, and ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes, and the committee dis
charged. 

We your committee appointed at the Fall ses
sion for 1882, at Lamoni, Iowa, to present cer
tain matters before Hon. F. T. Frelinghuysen, 
Secretary of State of the United States, beg leave 
and report as follows: 

Elder Z,enas H. Gurley, of the committee, vis
ited Washington, the Capital of the t:nited States, 
in December last, while prosecuting his mission' 
in the east, and consulted with gentlemen repre
senting the State of Iowa, in Congress, and with 
Senator McDill and Representative \V. P. Hep
burn, of the Eighth District of Iowa, callee! upon 
the Secretary. From what he then learned, he 
corresponded with the other member of the 
committee, and by agreement we met at Phila
delphia, on February 24th, 1883, and on the 28th, 
proceeded to the seat of government.. \Ve at 
once made an effort to secure an interview with 
the Secretary. By the aid of Hon. \V. P. Hep
burn, who secured the assistance of Senator \V. 
B. Allison, of Iowa, the effort was successful; for 
on the 5th of March we were inlroduced to the 
Hon. Secretary of State, at his oftlce, by Senator 
Allison, in company with Hon. \V. P. Hepburn, 
Mr. Allison making the statement of the object 
of our visit. \Ve laid before the Hon. Secretary 
the accompanying paper, stating the reason for 
presenting it to him; at the same time presenting 
copies of the Book of Mormon and Doctrine and 
Covenants \Yith passages referred to marked. 
The Secretary received the books, thanking us 
for them and promised that he would give the 
subject a consideration. Your Committee take 
pleasure in acknow !edging the courtesy and con
stant kindness of Messers Aliison and Hepburn 
of Iowa; and the courtesy of Messrs Burrows 

and "Willetts of Michigan and Senator McDill of 
Iowa. Hon. \V. P. Hepburn was steadfast in his 
kindness and did all he could to aid us in our 
efforts to secure the object of our visit to \Vash
ington. Bishop Geotge A. Blakeslee, .at the re·· 
quest of the committee, accompanied them to 
Philadelphia and thence to \Vashington, to be 
present at the interview with the Secretary of the 
State, on the 5th of March, which object was 
defoated by the recall of the Bishop to Lamoni, 
by te\egi-am from that place, ltl tonnect!on with 
Herald Office affairs. 

Your Committee further report that they have 
lodged with the Bishop, G. A. Blakeolee, a bill of 
expenses incurred as your committee, and ask 
that the same be allowed and ordered to be paid. 

April tith, 1883. 

J OSEP!~ SMITH, ( Com. 
Z. H. GURLEY. \ 

COPY OF DOCUMENT, 

To TUE I-loN. :B'. rJ_\ l1'nEL1NGHUYSI'.IN, 

SEORE'l'ARY OF STATE OF THE 

UN1TE1) STATES, '\VASHINGTO:N", D. c. 
As a committee appointed by the Reorgrnized 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, to which 
we belong, we beg leave to present tho following to 
you, on behalf of said Church. 

1. The Reorganized Church is the proper represent
ative successor of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, organized by Joseph Smith and others, 
April 6th, 1830, then numbering about thirty souls, 
and now numbering in the United States and Terri· 
tories, Great Britain, the Canadas, Australia 'and the 
Soeiety Islands about 20,000 members. 

2. The members of the Reorganized Chur1~h are 
loyal to the Governments of which they are citizens; 
and neither teach, nor practice any religiotis tenet that 
is subversive of those Governments, or destrnetive to 
good citizenship, as witness the position of said Church 
in defining lier relation to gornrnments ;nd laws, viz: 
"We believe that governments were instituted of God 
for the benefit of men, aad that he holds men account
able for their acts in relation to them, either in mak
ing laws or administering them, for the good and 
safety of society. "\Ye believe that all men are bound 
to sustain and. uphold the respccti ve governments in 
which they riside, while protected in their inhernnt 
and inalienable rights liy the laws of sueh govern
ments, and that sedition and rebellion are unbecomini:; 
every citizen thus protected, and shonld be punished 
accordingly; and that all governments have a right to 
enact such laws as in tLeir own judgments are best 
calculated to secure the public interest at the same 
time, however, holding sacred the freedom of con
scienee. 

We believe tliat tlie commission of crime shonlcl be 
punished according to the nature of the offense; that 
murder, treason, robbery, theft and tlie breach of tlie 
general peace, in all re~pecls Rlunld be punished ac
cording to their criminality and their tendency to evil 
among men, by the laws of that g-overnment in which 
the offence is committed, and for the public peace and 
tranquility all men should step forward and use their 
ability in bringing offondors against good laws, to 
punishment. 

"We believe Lhut all religions societies, have a right 
to deal with their members for disorderly eondnct ac
cording to the rules and regulations of such societies, 
provided that such dealings be for fellowship and 
good standing; but we do not believe that any relig· 
ions sP0iety has autlwrity to try men on the right of 
property or life, to take from them t!1is world's goods, 
or put them iu jeopardy either l fe or limb, neither to 
infiict any physical punishment upon them--they can 
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only excomnnicate them from their society and with
draw from their fellowship. 

"We believe that men should appeal to the civil law 
for redress for all wrongs and grievances, where 
personal abuso is inflicted, or the right of property or 
character infringed, where such laws exist as will pro
tect the same." 

The Church by her President Joseph Smith in 1844 

(just prior to his death) gave to the world an epitome 
of faith and doctrines which were held sacred-and 
the only principles necessary to salvation, this, if we 
miBtake not was made in answer to the inquiry of 
Hon. John Wentworth of Chicago and published by 
him in his paper, the JJernocrat, and also published by 
I. Daniel Rupp, in his History of the Religious De
nominations in the United States during that year, 
and is as follows: 

"We believe in God thG Eternal Father aud his Son 
J esns Christ, and in the Holy Ghost. 

"We believe that men will be punished for their 
own sins and not for Adam's transgression. 

"Wo believe that through the Atonement of Christ 
all men may be S'.wed by obedience to the Jaws and 
ordinances of the gospel. 

'·We believe that these ordiuances are'. (1) Faith 
in God and in the. Lord Jesus Cluist. (2) Hepent
ance. 3 Baptism by immersion for tlle remission of 
sins. ( 4) Laying on of hands for the gift of tho Holy 
Ghost. (5) "We b~lieve in the resnrrection of the 
body; that the dead in Christ will rise first, and that 
the rest of the dead will not live again until the thous
and years are expired. 

"\Ve •believe in tho d1)Ctrine of Eternal Judgment, 
which provides that men shall be judged, rewarded or 
punished, accr.>rding to the degree of good, or evil, 
they shall have done. 

''Wii l.Jeliern that a man mnst be called ofGod, and 
ordained by the laying on of liands of those who are 
in authority, to entitle him to preach the gospel and 
administer the ordinances thereof. 

"We believe in tbe same kind of organization that 
existed in the primith'e Church, viz: Apostles, Proph
ets, Pastors, 'reachers,_ Evangelists, etc. 

"We believe that in the Bible is contained the word 
of God, so far as it is translated correctly. '\Ve be
Jie,,e that the canon of Scripture is not full, but that 
God, by his Spirit, will continue to reve:ll his word lo 
man, until the end of time. 

"\Ve believe in the powers and gifts of the ever
lasting gospel, viz: the gift of faith, discerning of 
spirits, prophecy, revelation, healing, visions, tongues 
and the interpretation of tongues, wisdom, charity, 
brotherly love, etc. 

We believe that marriage is ordai;:ied of God; and 
that the Jaw of God provides for but one companion 
in wed.lock, for either man or w0man, except in cases 
where tho contract of marriage is broken by death or 

, transgression. 
This your Honor was tho faith of the Church up to 

18!4 A. D. under Joseph Smith, its founder-the same 
is affirmed by tl1e Heorganizcd Church of to-day, and 
we submit tliat, in justice a11d \Jy right under the laws 
of this government and in harrnuuy v;ith itself-it is 
now and must necm,sarily ever remain as the only and 
true faith of said Church, the decbr<Jtion or polygamic 
lliormous to the contrary notwithst>1nding. 

:L Tlie tenet of polygamy is not now, aud has ne1'er 
been tanght by said Rcor,;anilced Church, nor was it 
any part of Llie faith of tho Church organized by 
Jos"ph Smith in 1830, as thic: committee can clearly 
show; arid as was shown before the Judicary Com
miLtee during the Session of last Congress, pending 
action on the Edmund's Bill. To tile contrary tho 
Reorganized Church did in Jnne, 1852, and has since 

consta,ntly maintained a persistent opposition to the 
tenet of polygamy and those who have affirmed and 
practiced it; and has now an organized mission under 
the ministerial charge of Elder W.W. Blair, an Ameri
can citizen, in Utah teaching against it. 

4. The effort against this delusive doctrine made by 
the Reorganized Church, has not been confined to 
Utah; bnt in all parts of the United States, in Eng. 
land, Wales, the Canadas, Denmark, Switzerland, 
France, Australia and the Society Islands, the Elders 
of the Church have been actively engaged in denounc
ing it, and saying and declaring none other things than 
those provided for by law as accepted and held sacred 
by the Church from its inception down to th_e present 
time. 

"Wherefore my brethren, hear me and hearken to 
the word of the Lord, for there shall not any man 
among you have save it be one wife, and concubines 
he shall have none, for I, the Lord God, delighteth in 
the chastity of women, and whoredoms are an abomi· 
nation before me, saith the Lord of Hosts." Book of 
Mormon; Jacob 2: 6-9 . .And again "Wherefore it is 
lawful that he (man) should have one wife, and they 
twain shall be one flesh, and all this that the earth 
might answer the end of ils creation; and that it might 
be filled with the measure of man, according to his 
creation before the world was made." Doctrine and 
Covenants p. 161 :-Witness also the marriage con
tract as used by the Church and based upon the fore
going: fundamental law, to wit: "Yon both mutually 
agree to be each others companion, husband and wife, 
observing the legal rights belonging to this condition; 
that is, k!leping yourself wholly for "/J1Ch other and 
from all others during your lives." D. & C. p. 330. 
'rhese we submit to your honor as being wholesome 
Jaws and in ·harmony with the position of the Cbureh 
in defining her relation to g-overnments and the duties 
of her members therein. The practice.of Utah Mor
mons is so absolutely the cpposite being in violation 
and n.brog·ation of said laws that to call them '"Latter 
Day Saints." appears at once a misnomer they having 
abandoned the faith of that Church and by virtue 
thereof should by right be called polygamists-The 
correctness of this position wil! appear at once when 
we consider the fact that their representative men, 
Orson Pratt in debate with Dr. Newman at Salt Lake 
City, and Del. George Q. Ca.unon before judiciary 
Committee of House of Hepresentatives last winter
in answer to the qnestion direct made statement that 
their practice of polygamy and its concomitants rested 
not upon the Bible or any f'ther book, but upon acer
tain dooument which Mr. Cannon was pleased to name 
a "purported revelation"-and now as that document 
sets up a "new plan of salvation;" and is in violation 
and toial disregard of the faith, laws, teachings and 
usages of the Church of Jesns Christ of Latter Day 
Saints we aver and ask that the claim set up in this 
paper be allowed it being just to all parties concerned, 
for, if the Government feels to condone the polyg-amic 
practice of Utah Mormons upon the ground of its be
ing their religion, then in that case, as now, we ask 
and insist .that the Reorganized Clrnrch of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints be relieved from the re
proach and shame sought to be fastened upon their 
faith by such teaching and practice of polygamy and 
that the line of demarcation be fully drawn that we no 
longGr be improperly confounded with Mormons of 
Utah. 

'!.'he impossibility of any true L>1tter Day Saint ac
cepting any dogma which would lead him to violate 
the laws of his country may be seeen in the following: 

"Let no man break the laws of the land, for he that 
keepeth the law of God hath no need to break the 
laws of the land; wherefore be snbject to the powers 

that be, until He reigns whose right it is to reign, and 
subdues all enemies under his feet." Doctrine and 
Covenants p. 111. This we submit renders it impos· 
sible for any consistent member of the Churoh to live 
inharmoniously with the laws of the Government, and 
he is especially enjoined to be subject unto these laws 
until Christ comes-and greater importance may be 
attached to this when we consider the fact that the 
Church received this as the voice of God to them iu 
.August, 1831. 

5. In carrying on the work of propagandizing, both 
in the United States and abroad tho Heorganized 
Church has been confounded with the Morm_on or 
polygamic Church in Utah, over which Brigham 
Young did, and John Taylor does now preside, and 
which has since .August, 1852, and does still teach and 
practice the tenet of plural marriage, or polygamy, in 
contravention and in defiance of the wholesome laws 
of the United States; and it has not been until quite 
recently that the said Reorganized Church has been 
able to eo:npel the recognition of the difference be
tween it and the Mormons of Utah on this point, and 
that not until the matter at issue was brought into the 
courts, in tho northern district of Ohio; and before 
Congress at Hs last session. 

6. This confounding of the Reorganized Church 
and the Utah Mormons together as one; as being 
polygamic and disloyal to the United States, in that 
they both taught and practiced tenets subversive of 
good citizenship and contrary to the laws, has worked 
disadvantageously to the progress of the said Re
organized Church; and especlially so since the circular 
letter of William N. Evarts, la.to Secretary of State, to 
the Governments of Foreign Nations asking them to 
discriminate against the emigration of Mormons from 
those nations to the United States 'rhe effect of this 
letter of Secretary Evarts referred to, was such that in 
Germany, Switzerland, Franoe, Denmark, Italy, Nor
way and the Society Islands, missionaries of the Re
organized Church were regarded with suspicion and 
were refused liberty to propagandize, as such liberty 
is given to missionaries of other .American churches; 
and Consuls of the United States will not give·the or. 
dinary guarantees of protection to them as citizens of 
the United States while pnrsuing their missionary 
labors. The same disability and suspicion in a modi. 
fled form attached to missionary labor in England and 
the Canadas and in New Mexico and the Southern 
States. 

1. While we as a Church do not expect the Gov
ernment of the United States to enact Jaws to 
specially favor, or foster, the religious views of the 
Reorganized Church, or to instruct the officers of the 
Government at home or abroad, to give special pro· 
tection to the missionaries of said Church as religion
ists; we deem it right and a duty to ask that the 
Government shall secure to us as loyal citizens of the 
United States, all the privileges and immunities of 
such citizens at home, and protection abroad; and to 
asl{ that no enactment of Congress, nor instruction of 
the general officers of the Government shall discrim
inate against us to our injury as law abiding citizens. 

In this case, we represent to you, that the effect of 
the letter of W M. Evarts referred to has been to our 
injury in t11e manner specifi~d; and we by our com
mittee, ask of your Honor su'ch favorable consideration 
as shall free us from said disability and that you so in
struct the consuls of the United States to the various 
Governments named in this memorial, and others 
w.hen necessity requires, that the Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as the legal suc
cessor to the Church of .J esns Christ of Latter Day 
Saints organized April 6th, 1830, are not polygamists, 
and not disloyal; and that said Reorganized Church 
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should be exempted from the disabilities imposed by 
said letter of instruction to Foreign Powers, from the 
late Secretary of St.1J,te, Hon. W. M. Evarts, and that 
you will in su13h way as mar by you be deemed prop
er, convey to the proper offici1J-ls of said foreign gov
ernments, the information herein set forth, that we 
may be freed from the disability and suspicion com-
plained of. . 

9. The members of the Reorganized Church are 
scattered in church organizations, of congregations, 
throughout the United States and Territories; largely 
in the States of IJ!inois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Ne
braska, Michigan and Indiana and for their character 
for loyalty, etc., as herein set forth, inquiry may be 
mad'!! or the representatives of those States, Rons. 
James F. Wilson, J. W. McDi!J, W. P. Hepburn, 
John A. Kasson and others of Iowa, specially re
ferred to. 

10. We suggest to your Honor, that an effective aid 
may be given to the Legislative and Judiciary depart
ments of the Government in suppressing the evils 
known to exist in Utah, ostensibly fostered by the 
dominant church there as a part or their religion, if 
this distinction between the Reorganized Church which 
we represent, and the Utah Mormon Church be form
ally recognized by the Government, and officially 
noticed by your Ron or in the manner asked for by us. 

For the prosperity and future success of our coun
try we shall ever pray. 

JOSEPH SMITH } . 
Z. G. HURLEY Committee. 

w AS!UNGTON, D, c., 
February 22d, 1883. 

Motion adopted that the Bishop be order
ed to pay the expense of the committee. 

Motion to adjourn to meet for business 
on Monday, at ten o'clock. Amendment: 
that the conference hereafter adjourn by 
the appointment of the Presidency. 

Closed by singing "0 how sweet is the 
soul cheering thought." Benediction by 
Pres.Joseph Smith. 

Preaching in the evening by D. S. Mills. 
An elaborate sermon upon ancient and 
present revelation. 

SABBATH, APRIL SrH. 

The m9rning prayer meeting was in 
charge of Brn. John Hawley and H. Rob
inson. 

At half~past ten o'clock the meeting 
was opened by singing "The morning 
breaks, the shadows flee." Prayer was 
offered by Elder W.W. Blair. Sang "0 
bow thine ear, thou God of saints." 
Preaching by President Joseph Smith. 
Closed by singing "Joy to the world, the 
Lord will come." Benediction by Robt. 
M. Elvin. 

The afternoon meeting was opened by 
singing "God moves in a mysterious way." 
Prayer by Elder C. Derry. Sung "Hark! 
listen to the trumpeters." Preaching by 
Elder Joseph R. Lambert. Closed by 
singing "This world will be blest bye and 
bye." Benediction by Josiah Ells. 

Services opened in the evening by sing· 
in~ "Guide u(l O, thou great Jehovah." 

Prayer offered by Elder E. Robinson. 
Sung "Glad are we that now the gospel." 
Preaching by Pres. W.W. Blair. Sung 
"There is a land immortal." Benediction 
by E. Robinson. 

MONDAY, APRIL 9ru. 

A prayer meeting opened at nine o'clock, 
which continued during the forenoon, i11 

1 

charge of H. Robinson and L. R. Devore; 
the gifts were manifested. 

Business opened in the afternoon by 
singing, "Glorious things are sung of 
Zion;" prayer by Pres. Joseph Smith. 

Minutes of Saturday read, corrected 
and approved. 

Additional report of the committee on 
credentials showed that Philadelphia Dis
trict was entitled to eight vote8, and gave 
the narnes of the delegates. 

Brn. vV. W. Blair and E. C Brand, 
moved the following-: 

Resolved, That Elder W. W. Blair be authorized to 
represent the Utah District in this Conference. 

Spoken to by \V. W. Blair, E. L. Kel
ley and Z. H. Gurley. 

Substiti'lte by E. L. Kelley and J. S. 
Patterson: 

Moved as a substitute, That the question of election 
of delegates from the Utah, Independence, Eastern 
Ohio and Western Virginia Districts, be referred to 
the committee on credentials, for their examination, 
and report to this body. 

Moved to amend by adding the scattered members 
of Chicago Branch. 

Spoken to by H. C. Bronson and Z. H. 
Gurley. Amendment put to vote and lost. 

Substitute spoken to by E. L. Kelley, 
F. G. Pitt, J. Hawley, J. S. Patterson, Z. 
H. Gurley, W. H. Kelley, A.H. Smith, 
and A. W. Glover. 

Brethren J. T. Kinnaman and J. H. 
Merriam 

Moved to amend by instructing the commillee to 
ascertain by evidence attainable by tllem, who are 
entitled to certificates from said districts, and report 
favorably upon them 

Moved by Brn. E. L. Kelley and H. C. 
Bronson, as an amendment to the amend
ment, by adding the words "if any," after 
the word "who." 

Amendment to the amendment put to 
vote and carried. Amendment as amended 
put to vote and carried. Substitute as 
amended put to vote and carried. 

Report of the committee on the case of 
St. Louis District vs.]. W. Thorpe reacl. 
The report was objected to by George 
Hicklin. Moved by Z. H. Gurley a~cl 
George Hicklin to recommit the report to 
committee. Spoken in favor by George 
Hicklin and Z. H. Gurley; against by 
Robt. M. Elvin. Motiop. put to vote and 
carried, 

l\lINISTRY REPORTS. 

Elder iv. H. Kelley, of the Quorum of 
Twelve, present, reported: 

Since the last Semi-Annual Conference I have 
been actively engaged in the work assigned me; 
and I have no discouraging reports to make. 
The work is still moving slowly but surely 
along, and there is much to comfort and 
strengthen the believers and laborers in the 
faith. I have not been able to visit so many 
points in the fields assigned to me as I wished, 
but have clone the best l could. Much. of my 
time \vas spent in the Chicago Mission up to the 
holidays, when Bro. J. R. Lambert arrived, and 
has been directly in charge since. The spi"rit of 
opposition to constituted authority in Chicago 
still exists-harbored by a few. This opposition, 
as before, has been strengthened and encouraged 
by the action and resolutions of the Northern 
Illinois Dislrkt Conference, and sympathy 
sho\vn by inclividnals of the district. This oppo
sition has been, so far as I have learned, as raclj .. 
cally opposed to Bro. J. R. Lambert as myself, 
and I am convinced will be towards any one 
who does not fall in with the ;views and senti
ments of the agitators. Whi)e I was opposed to 
the setting of Chicago off in the first place, and 
making a special mission of it, I am thoroughly 
convinced that it would be unwise and work 
serious injury to the cause to unite it with the 
Northern Illinofo District at the present time. 
The wisest thing, in my judgment, that can be 
done touching that mission at present, will be 
to continue the mission, and also contin.ue Bro. 
J. R. Lambert in charge. 

Since the latter part of February I have been 
engaged in repairing the Tem~ie and getting it 
ready for the conference, and arranging at the 
hotel for the entertainment of the brethren. 
This work has been done with a great deal of 
labor and anxiety, but for all of this we shall be 
amply repaid if the work done shall prove to be 
sattisfactory to your honorable body; and we 
leave the work and preparations to speak for 
themselves. Brn. Jesse \Vhite; J. Shook, wife 
and daughter; and Bro. J. Lamereaux and 
daughters; each and all aided in this work, and 
deserve the thanks of the Conference. 

I consider Ohio to be an important field of 
labor, and should not be neglected in the appoint
ment of Missionaries. The same interest con
tinues in Michigan and In9ia.na to become ac
quainted with the faith. Each year confirms 
me in the faith of Christ; and I am still in the 
confident belief that the work will accomplish its 
purposes in the earth and triumph, whatever may 
become of men. I am in the field; and may the 
Lord encourage his people and make strong hi~ 
cause that truth may spread abroad. 

Report objected to by J. S. Patterson. 
It was moved to receive the report. 
Spoken to by W. H. Kelley, J. S. Patter
son, Z. H. Gurley, F. G. Pitt and Jos. 
R. Lambert. Previqus question moved. 
Motion put to vote and..cilrried. 

Elder E. C. Briggs, of the Quorum of 
Twelve, present, reports: 

I have preached but little since my appoint
ment last conference. My reasons are that my 
circumstances have been such that I could not 

go to ti}~ field appuinted; iind. only held few 
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meetings in the vacinity of my own regions, since 
about the middle of February, and now will take 
the field as deemed wise by the conference, and 
hope as I once was in my might and faith, alive 
to the interest of the kingdom of God, and my 
fellow men. 

Elder D. S. illills, of the High Priests' 
Quorum, present, reports: 

As president of the Southern California Dis
trict, I herewith submit a brief report of labors, 
and of the work in said district. As you are 
doubtless aware, since Bro. Glaud Rodger re
turned home I have been sustained in the presi
dency of said district. My labors have been 
within the counties of Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino, which are larger than some of the 
New England states in area. I have been aided 
by Eider E. J. French who was appointed for 
that purpose, and also by Elder Hiram Holt, 
both of whom are active, able, and filled with the 
Spirit of the work to which their souls are wed. 
\Ve have as yet had no difficulties to se•.tle, as a 
good degree of love and union prevails. God 
has confirmed our labors everywhere with signs 
following, and the faith of the Saints is increas
ing; and as a whole are blessed both temporily 
and spiritually. Outsiders are interested, and 
the usual attendance at our meetinrrs is larve 
\Ve have added sixteen feet in len~th to ;u; 
house at Newport, and yet it is too small. Our 
branches are alive and in good working order
a healthy growth is noticeable-and our additions 
are of the best class of people. Within the past 
five monthsJ ha,·e baptized 16, some of them 
are able J'Oung men, who will shortly aid us in 
the ministry; there is work enough in that 
district for twenty active Elders. Old prejudices 
are yielding, and we have a standing as much 
respected as any denomination in that district; 
our influence is extending on all sides, and the 
work has received an impetus. Since the active 
labors of the Bishopric have commenced their 
efforts are endorsed by the Saints. Full confi
dence is established; and the outlook is better 
than it has been. I expect to be no tax to the 
Church in my ministry, but entirely self-sustain
ing; and in the strength of Israel's God do what 
l can for his kingdom. My soul is filled with 
thanksgiving and joy in this conference in the 
Temple of our God. 

Elder J. F, llfintun, of the Quorum of 
Seventy, makes an additional report from 
l'vI agnolia, Iowa: 

Since April lst I have preached three times 
and baptized one, blessed children and adminis
tered to sick with immediate relief. I have seen 
more good accrue from administration of James' 
prescription (Jas. S: 15) during the last month 
than ever before. It proves to me that tl:ie work 
of faith is increasing in the earth. \\Then I look 
back one year and a half ago, when I turned my 
face westward to fill my mission, I exclaim, How 
good is the Lord, and hmv merciful. 

Elder T'V. 7~ Bozarth, of the Quorum 
of Seyenty, present, reports: 

I was appointed to labor in Missouri, and loave 
done all that I could in the presentation of the 
word. Sickness in my family kept me at home 
over one inonth. I have preached in the follow
ing counties: DeKalb, Davis, Caldwell, Linn, 
Grundy, MercE;r. I !iave opened a number qf 
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new fields, and have fonnd good interest. I have 
more calls there now than I can fill. With the 
labors of the past six months I have got the 
work in a better shape now to do good than I 
have ever had before. Some are waiting baptism 
as soon as I can return, and others are interested, 
and say come and preach more. I do think that 
the work should be kept up there. I am still 
willing to labor to the best of my ability. 

Elder il:f'. T. Short of the Quorum of 
Seventy, present, reports: 

I have proclaimed the word in Iowa, Illinois, 
Missouri, Arkansas and Kansas, since the last 
general gathering. In the State first named I 
baptized three ladies. Domestic economy and 
the sickness and death of my venerable father 
claimed a very small fraction of my time. The 
lukewarm churches I visited seemed to revive, 
and the spirit of inquiry was from fair to good. 
I held my first and last informal discussion at 
Ottumwa, Iowa; my opponent in this night after 
night contest, was U. M. Browder, of the Christian 
Church. He was ·learned, arrogant, dogmatic, 
dishonest, and a pervaricating crank. This in
vestigation continued in the Christian Church, 
until the flood of irresistible truth deluged and 
bo1·e away the transparent philosophy of this 

' man, and then they closed the house, although 
at the onset they talked of fairness. Many miles 
have I traveled, very ma·ny times p1'eached, and 
kindnesses have cheered the blue-eyed mission
ary. I remember loving hands in a wholesale 
manner. I am the only traveling appointee with
in a hundred miles of the Mississippi above St. 
Louis, while the States of Minnesota and Wis
consin are entirely destitute. I cry for help, and 
beg for an associate in travel. The field is great 
and inviting. Open hands to aid, ears to hear, 
and hearts to receive and retain are in that broad 
domain. I seldom have such liberty and power 
as was enjoyed recently al Bufialo, Iowa, and 
the effect was telling. 

Elder George Hicklin, present, reports: 
Since _the Fall Conference in 1882, I have 

labored in the Canada Mission. I have attended 
district conferences at Zone and London; and 
have labored at Tilbury, Blenheim, Corinth, 
Brownsville, Culloden, London, Usborne, Egre
mont and Ellice; have preached I03 times, and 
attended one funeral, and baptized six, confirmed 
seven, ordained one Elder, blessed two children, 
and have administered to the sick many times with 
marked results, and attended other ministerial 
duties. Cana,da needs more laborers, as there can 
be many new places opened. I am willing to 
labor and do all I can for the Kingdom of God, 
and place myself in the hands of this Conference, 
and shall try and fill any appointment made for 
me inasmuch as my wife can be cared for. 

Elder Joseph P. I\nox, present, reports: 
I have been laboring in the Des Moines Dis

trict the past winter, and have done to the best 
of my ability all that I could; but feeling the 
office of my calling urging me forward in the 
great fight, I ofter my service to you for disposal. 

Elder Joseph .F: Bnrton, reports from 
South Rawdon, Nova Scotia: 

I have been laboring in Hants county princi
pally; have baptized eleven persons, organized 
the Upper Newport Branch, ordained two Elders, 
one Priest, one Teacher, Prem;h<;d as Qften as 

convenient, principally in private houses. The 
ministers of the so-called Evangelical Churche~ 
are using theirinfluence against us in pulpit, pn~•s, 
and privately. Still the knowledge of the truth 
is steadily increasing, and by the foolishness of 
preaching, by tracts, fireside conversaUons by 
friends and enemies, the word goes from village 
to village, and many are anxiously enquiring 
what is this new doctrine. 'Ve have many friends 
for the gospel's sake in this country, and think this 
a p1·omising field, and that the outlook is good. 

Elder C. H. Caton, of Birmingham, 
England, reports: 

In submitting the statistical report of English 
Mission, I call attention to the marked progress· 
in ·some parts of the mission during the year 
r882. The opening up of the work at Burton· 
on-Trent promises to become a good field; every 
week brings fresh tidings of some one requiring 
baptism. The Lord is working amongst them 
with great healing power, and in consequence 
the brethren and sisters are rejoicing and prais. 
ing his holy name. The organizing 0£ a new 
branch at Wigan, in Lancashire, is an important 
step to the Manchester District, and by letter we 
learn that prospects for preaching were never 
better than at this time. I believe it is s11fe to 
say that throughout this country, so far ag I can 
learn, there never was greater enquiry for truth 
than at this time. What with "Salvation Ar. 
mfos," "Blue Ribbon Armies," Messrs. Moody 
and Sankey, and one thing or another, the public 
mind is become incited to enquire "What is 
truth?" 

Words fail me to describe the willingness, and 
energy put forth by our "Soldiers of the Cross," 
to respond to the calls for preaching. With 
more means, (which means money) we could 
accomplish much more· than we do. However 
we are fully satisfied that as our numbers in'. 
crease, so will our funds. So we toil in hope, 
and faint not. Bro. Wm. Potts, of Burton-on
Trent, has built a neat little room in connection 
with some houses, and he very kindly lets the 
Saints have it, free of charge, for a meeting 
room. At Stafford, the brethren have secured 
a good hall, and are holding forth every Sunday. 
I rejoice in this, because for ten vears we have 
hoped and the Stafford Saints hop~d and worked 
hard for an opening in that to,;n. Now it is ac
complished we feel sure good will come of it. 
The brethren right through the mission, with 
one or two exceptions, are· working heartlv for 
the progress of the work ;--as they teach so

0 

they 
endeavor to live. 

With regard to sending some one 'from Amer
ica to this mission, personally I am of the opin
ion that there is no pressing necessity for such a 
course. The affairs of the mission are looked 
after by Bro. Thomas Taylor lo the fullest extent 
that means will allow. In England, as it seems 
to be in America, the expenses of branches falls on 
the few who can and will r·ay, and thus cripples the 
general church fund, in consequence. I know Bro. 
Taylor is ready to give up to any one Conference 
thinks well to appoint, and if it suits the Church 
funds better to retain him in charge of the mis
sion, he is willing to continue to do his best. I 
bear testimony that I have proved him a noble 
man. However, should you in your greater wis
dom, decide to send some one here, I do assure 
you we shall -leave no stone unturned to make 
them happy and comfortable while with \lS. .Anq 
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let me hei·e say, that I shall be one to lend a help· 
ing hand in so doing, notwithGtanding the senti
ments above expressed. Of course I know some· 
thing how matters stand with the people here; 
and if I did not speak the feelings of my heart, 
according to knowledge, I should do wrong both 
to myself and the Church. The facts in the case 
ai·e of a solid nature~means. If the Bishop has 
a deep purse, well filled, and can draw hard and 
fast, then there is ple"nty of room for one, two or 
three, to be kept in the field in this country. If 
not, well then my opinion is that local effort will 
accomplish all that, under the circustances, can 
be. 

In the Birmingham Branch we have adopi;ed 
the weekly offering for the Bishop's fund, and by 
the grace of God we shall ,have a nice little sum 
to hand over at the end of the year. We hope 
other branches will soon take the same steps. 

There is a growing desire right through the 
mission to see Bro. Joseph Smith pay a visit to 
this counh-y. We are sure good would come of 
it, if he were here for a few months only. And 
as he has been to Utah, California and "East
ward," we should be highly delighted if he were 
to change his home for a little season and dwell 
amongst us. Brethren, think of this. Try to see 
that "Old England" has some sort of a claim to a 
visit from the President of the Church. If it was 
in my power I would bear the expense of such a 
visit, tor I am sure it would do i1s all good. 

Elder Josiah Ells, of the Quorum of 
Twelve, reported verbally, as follows: 

I have for the last few years been unable to 
labor in consequence of ill health; but I am 
now improving, and hope to do a little for th€ 
cause. So far as preaching is concerned, I am 
superannuated; but I will visit arriong the breth
ren and do all the good I can, if they desire me 
to. Some have sent for me to come and visit 
them, and say they will not expect me to preach. 
My faith is as good as it ever was. Ii ever the 
truth was precious to me, it is to-day. I rejoice 
exceedingly in the prospects before you, and 
that young men are being raised up; and my 
heart is made glad by reading their reports. I 
know, if I know anything, that the work is of 
God. I have heard the voice of God declaring 
it. May the character of the Master be reflected 
in our lives, I pray. 

Letters were read from Tehopea and 
Metuaora of Papetee, Tahiti; and address
ed to the President of the Church, show
ing an active effort on the Society Islands. 
Petition for the return of G. T. Griffith 
and Hiram Robinson to the mission in 
which Lampsville, Ohio, is located, was 
read. Resolutions of the Massachusetts 
District Conference, asking that one of the 
Twelve be sent to labor in that district, 
and for the appointment of John Gilbert 
as a traveling missionary there, were read 
and referred for consideration when mis
sion( .were considered. Letter from J. 
Armstrong expressing desire for appoint
ment was read and referred. Petition 
from Julia V. Neal, John Barker, and 
thirty others, of Oak Island Texas, for the 
return of Heman C. Smith to the South-· 

Western Mission was read and referred 
for consideration. under the hea<l of mis
sions. Petition from Central Nebraska 
District for the appointment of G. S. Hyde 
to that field was read and referred. One 
from the Central Texas District for the 
return of Heman C. Smith was read and 
referred. One from the Florida District 
that R. J. Anthony be continued in the 
South Eastern Mission. 

The resignation of \Y. H. Curwen a~ a 
member of the Board of Publication was 
read and passed subject to call, or regular 
order. 

The following resolution from the Lit
tle Sioux District was read and passed sub
ject to call. 

Moved as a substitute that the delegates ap
pointed to Annual Conference be requested to 
lay the subject of holding a general camp-meet
ing somewhere in the west during the coming 
Fall before conference and ask that it appoint 
such a meeting. 

Benediction by J. H. Lake. 
In the evening a large audience gath

ered to hear the lecture of Elder vV. Q. 

Clark of California. Bro. Clark is an old
time Latter Day Saint, a traveler and lec
turer of note in many parts of the world 
and one who has the good of the human 
race at heart. In his lecture he entertain
ed the audience by sketches of bis travels 
in Palestine, and deductions from his ob
servations there and in India, Italy, 
France and California to show the desira
bleness of giving our life to temperance in 
all things. 

TUESDAY, APRIL IOTH. 

At nine a.m. a prayer meeting was held 
in charge of brethren J. A. Robi,1son and 
G. E. Deuel. The power and gifts of the 
Spirit were richly poured out. Preaching 
at ro: 30 a.m. by Eld. Charles Derry, upon 
the nature and necessity of a whole service 
unto the Father. 

Afternoon session, I: 30 p.m. The ses
sion opened by singing, "Yes! we trust 
the day is breaking;" prayer was offered 
by Bro. J. S. Patterson. 

Majority and minority reports were re
ceived from the Committee on credentials, 
and read: 

MAJORITY REPORT, 

We, your committee beg leave to report the 
following as delegates; and according to the in
structions given your committee by your honora
ble body, find that they were appointed to repre
sent the following districts, and reccommend that 
they be admitted to seats in this body: 

No. Votes. 
Eastern Iowa District: Warren Turner. _ . . . . IO 

Utah Distrkt: W.W. Blair ................ 27 

Independence District: A. H. Smith, Rod~ 
erick lVIay .• , ... ". . . . . , , , . , , . , , . . . . . . . . . 16 

South Eastern Ohitl and \Vestern Virginia 
District: L. R. Devore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

II. c. BROX&ON, 

F. G. PITT, 

C. DERRY, 

E. ROBINSON. 

.MlNOlUTY REPORT. 

As a member of your Committee on Creden
tials, I beg leave to submit a minority report. I 
heartily agree witb the other members of the 
committee, in admitting A. H. Smith, F. C. 
Warnky, R. May and J.C. Foss to seats as dele
gates froni Independence District, and also in 
granting \Varren Turner a seat as delegate from 
Eastern Iowa District, for the reason that satis
factory evidence was had before the cotnmittee 
that they were duly elected by voice of district 
conference; but with all good feeling towatd tny 
brethren of the committee, I respectfully ptotesl: 
against admitting W. \V. Blair as delegate from 
Utah, and L. R. Devore as delegate from South 
Eastern Ohio and 'vVe·stern Virginia District, for 
the reason that they were not appointed by action 
of conference; but by branches within the limits 
of organized districts, for which there is no pro
vision in the law. My reasons for objecting are 
as follows: First, the Conference in adopting our 
first report agreed that such elections were ille
gal. Second, these matters were referred to us 
with instruction to "ascertain by evidence attain .. 
able who, if any, are entitled to certificates." Now, 
as the Conference has before decided such elec
tions improper, I can not report that they are 
entitled to certificates; and must therefore pro
test against the majority report in admitting the 
delegates from Gtah, South Eastern Ohio and 
\Vestern Virginia. Respectfully, submitted, 

HEMAN C. S11nrn, of Com. 

Moved by Brn. George H. Hilliard and 
John Cbisnell, That the Majority report 
be adopted. It was spoken to by Brn. E. 
L. Kelley, Chas. Derry and A. W. Glover, 
when it was moved by Brn. E. L. Kelley 
and E. C. Briggs, to substitute the minor
ity for the majority report. Spoken to by 
Brn. F. G. Pitt, C. Scott, andW. W. Blair. 
The previous question was moved and the 
vote ordered. The vote upon the minority 
report was put, result declared, and a divis
ion was called, on which 20 voted for 

1 and 44- against. It was declared lost. 
Brother \Villiam H. Kelley then spoke 
upon the adoption of th_e majority report. 
By request a division of the report into 
subjects was ordered; and upon separate 
motions adopted as follows: (I) Eastern 
Iowa District, vVarren Turner, IO votes. 
(2) Utah District, w. vV. Blair, 27 YOtes. 
Spoken to by \V. \V. Blair, E. C. Brand, 
E. L. Kelley and Z. H. Gurley. Previous 
question was ordered and the second clause 
was adopted. (3) Independence District, 
A. H. Smith and R. }\Jay, 16 votes. (4) 
Southern Ohio and vVestern Virginia, L. 
R. Devore, 9 votes; adopted. The report 
was objected to as a whole, when it was 
moved to adopt, which_,carried. Division 
was called; resulting in 46 for, r8 against. 
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MINISTRY REPORTS. 

Elder ':fcunes Ca..ffa1l, of the Twelve, 
report as follows : 

To President and Brethren in Cmifcrrnce, peace: 
-That peace, even God's peace, may be with 
you in your sessions will be the fervent prayer 
of many hearts, who fain would linger within 
the hallowed walls of Kirtland Temple too; bnt 
distance, and other forbidding circumstances, 
conspire to prevent; hence will wait in hope· to 
hear that you have enjoyed a refreshing time 
from the presence of the Lord. ' 

Since last report three adults have been added 
in Russel county, Kansas, and three in Colorado. 
I have spent most of my time in the latter place, 
but to find difficulties and hindrances to the 
progress of the cause. A good share of the pop
ulation of Colorado is transient or floating, which 
has been one preventive to retaining an organ
ization in Denver. As many as twenty-two 
members of the Church have been in Denver; 
quite a number of which are now preparing to go 
elsewhere. Additional barriers to those referred 
to in my last report, have arisen to prevent the 
erection of a house of worship in Denver, not 
necessary to detail. Denver is a modern city, 
with no attractiveness that genius can suggest, 
or money purchase left out, especially in church 
building. About thirty orthodox churches are 
seen, towering heavenward, with all the append
ages, such as fairs, bazaars, sacred concerts, etc. 
From fifteen to twenty dollars being asked for 
the use of a hall for Su·nday has been a preventive 
to securing a public place for preaching; frequent 
opportunities for journeys on foot of ten, twelve, 
fifteen and twenty miles occur, while to reach 
distant points is expensive; indeed it seems 
almost impossible to prosecute the mission with
out a good share of filthy lucre. I have thought 
it policy to continue efforts until success came, 
or proof developed of no success to be had. I 
have abandoned two localities where eft"orts have 
been made, north of Denver; and just struck 
!mother place, called Sterling" ltitrnding at an 
~arly day to respond to cali~ to visit the southern 
part of the State. Prejudice created by folly 
committed oy our own members has done much 
towards creating prejudice in the public mind. 
It is doubtless a gigantic work to cast the devil 
out from individuals or societies; but to prevent 
his entrance is the more excellent way. But in 
this work there has been too great a failure. 
And his Satanic majesty seeing bars down, which 
according to his rules of logic has been tanta
mount to an invitation to enter; and not wishing 
to be wanting in appreciation of such little favors, 
when once in, has decided to stay awhile. And 
under such circumstances he proves the mo_st 
tantalizing, gossiping, lingering visitor ever 
·known. And it sometimes happens that those 
·so forward in extending invitations, flee at his 
·approach, leaving others to entertain or dispute 
with his Satanic majesty in that which appears 
to him a legitimate occupancy. I do not believe 
that the Church needs any new theological truths; 
but do believe that greater fervency is needed to 
honor and put in force the old ones. And I 
think that the act of conference, of 1879, prohib
iting expelled members from entering the Church 
save by baptism, should be abrogated or efforts 
made to have it respected, that evidence of con
sistency, in a willingness to be governed by our 

'·own acts may be seen. I assume nothing in say-
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ing that a rnoral excellence among is an absolute 
necessity; and that assumption or sheer negli
gence of proscribed duties is not only a preventive 
to this, but may indulge the unworthy and dis
criminate against the worthy. That Christ 
understood himself as well, when instmcting his 
apostles touching offenders, as when telling 
Nicodemus tha·t he must and how he should be 
born again. That both are equally imperative. 
That when, where, or through whom trouble 
exists, a necessity is involved for a thorough 
investigation, culminating in a decision; said 
decision reached by law, and the preponderance 
of evidence that the innocent may be vindicated, 
the guilty punished, and the fair fame of the 
Church maintained, I verily believe. Liberty 
being defined to some, means to do as you please, 
or to be under no restraint whatever, which is a 
preYentive to a just discrimination between a 
proper activity and priestly domination. To hear 
the plaintiff and encourage the tattler is vastly 
different. The latter too frequently occurs, or 
so I think. The Church ought to hear, believe 
and sustain her representatives, or prove their 
unworthiness and dismiss them. None should 
be thought transgressors in Zion until legitimate
ly so declared. Nor should a proper investigation 
be hindered when a necessity exists therefor. 
And he that would shrink from duty because its 
performance might give offence or become 
officious because of advantage, must be either 
ignorant or governed by policy instead of prin
ciple. 

Al sundry times I have prepared eight articles 
illustrative of our faith and in contradistinction 
to Brighamism, six of which have found public
ity in the Denver daily Republican and two in 
the Greely T1,ibune. But with those who have 
read, and seen immorality unrebuked in our own 
members, such efforts avail but litttle. I shall 
nevertheless, while claiming to be a represent
ative of the Chnrch, loudly and boldly proclaim 
that the discipline of the Church revealed through 
Joseph Smith, disavows immorality, in any shape 
or form. I do not understand that mercy calls 
for smothering up wrong doing or that pure 
friendship is thereby evidenced. He or she is my 
friend who points out, or warns me of a wrong
I admit of course there is a proper way to pro
ceed, nor does it mean a watching for iniquity. 

The publishing of gospel sermons in the Her
ald I think a great acquistion, a much needed im
provement, it doubtless will be productive of 
good. I look upon the Herald as a necessity, 
but am not so sanguine of big results growing 
out of its change from a semi-monthly to a weekly 
as some. I trust this is not treason, for if I am 
disappointed in my expectations I shall feel not 
agrieved. 

The letter to Mr. Patterson on the Book of 
Mormon, I think should be published in tract 
form, and thousands of them sent broadcast 
through the land. Some policy culminating in 
supplying the ministry with a more liberal sup
ply of tracts would be good. We have many 
well written tracts, but sometimes emergency 
arises requiring something different. The ac
tivity and teaching of the Bishopric is truly com
mendable and inspiring, bnt with due deference 
I confess myseH unable to fully endorse their 
position touching surplus, ect., though its pos
sible I may be conve!'ted, but require a probation
ary term of a few weeks at least. This I think 

the Bishopric wont deny me. Shall the Church 
fully endorse and decide to be governed thereby 
I shall offer no objection. I hope some wise de
cision may be reached that will satisfactorily set
tle the Chicago Mission question. I would not 
impugn motives, but think a mistake was made 
in making Chicago a special mission, especially 
a~ it was in the limits of an organized district. 
Special legislation, resignation, and disorganiza
tion are not provided for in the gospel economy; 
though its possible emergencies may arise cre
ating a necessity therefor, but very rare, I think. 
A General Conference, in a sense, is all powerful, 
yet branches and districts are bodies corporate, 
and as a General Conference looks to them for 
support, she should in turn legislate to protect 
and guard their rights, but when by the legislative 
acts of conference it had been made a special 
mission, a change should have been sought and' 
legitimately obtained, if obtained at all. 

Respectfully and in hope 
JAMES CAFF ALL •. 

Elder Wm. B. Smith, of the High 
Priests Quorum, present, reports: 

Since uniting with the Reorganized Church, I 
have been so isolated from usefulness in the 
ministry, that I can not report having done much 
for the advancement of the cause. I have, it is 
true, preached occasionally to the people in the 
surrounding country where I live, attending funer
al discourses, and in all have held forth the latter 
day work at all times when and where opportu
nity offered release from my farm labor. It is 
needless to say to this conference, brethren I am 
with you in the faith and spirit of lhe work, to 
build up Zion, and to spread the gospel news of 
salvation abroad. From the early rise of this 
Church of Christ I have been one of its pioneers, 
and having passed up through the many trials 
this Chuch has suffered, to the present time, 
it would now be sacrilege and sin to me to lay 
down my armor and cease to fight on, until the 
victory in Christ Jes us shall be one of an eternal 
inheritance in the kingdom of our God. I respect· 
fully submit to this conference that I am at lib
erty, should they be so impressed by the spirit of 
the Master, to go into the field to labor, wherever 
this conference may deem it wisdom that I 
should go; and it is further my desire and wish 
to be relieved from the monotony of a life con
fined on a farm where necessity of hard labor 
like a canker worm is constantly destroying my 
ministerial and spiritual food and spiritual life; 
and that my temporal days and temporal life 
may be prolonged, I ask this conference to make 
such action in my case as will give me a life and 
place that will enable me to add my testimony 
with the rest of my brethren that are here in 
conference for the coming year, as the Lord 
by his good spirit shall direct. 

Statement from Elder ':fames Cajfall, 
was read, and by motion ordered spread 
upon the minutes: 

STATEMENT. 

To the Conference :--If not incompatible with known 
rule, I ask publicity for the following: Whereas, at a 
District Conference held at Netawaka, Kansas, N ovem·· 
ber 25th, 1882, by a committee, the action had in the, 
Panning Branch in December, 187 5, ultimating in• 
severinJl one Wm Gurwell from the body, was de· 
clared illeJlal; with which my name W!L~ closely con
nected, or presented as the prime mover; and where·· 
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as the force of circumstances precluded the possibility 
of attending conference to meet the parties concerned, 
ect. I ask the withholding of judgment by all who 
know, or have heard but one side of the case, until a 
proper investigation can be !lad. 

MINISTRY REP OR TS. 

Elder F. C. f'Vairnky, reported from 
Independence, Mo.: 

My labors in the ministry since last conference 
are as follows. 1 have preached in two different 
school districts, several times in this county; also 
a few times ln Wyandotte, and I have regular 
appointments in Kansas City; besides the last 
three month's I have acted as President of this 
Branch. The interest here is fair, yet not en
thusiastic; while many are investigating there 
are but few that believe. I feel firm and my 
whole heart's desire is to do what I can in the 
spread of the truth. 

Elder Thomas Taylor, of Birrningham, 
England, reports: 

I have much pleasure in slating that the work 
of the Lord in this country is still moving steadily 
onward, our efforts to spread the truth have been 
and still are followed by success. Some are 
being added by baptism in most places, and ·we 
are greatly blessed with the gospel promises; 
more particularly in cases of healing the sick. 
\Ve have had some very miraculous cases of 
healing, one has taken place at Burton-on-Trent, 
quite recently, which of course helps to strength
en the Saints in the work they have espoused, 
and prospects on the whole are very encouraging. 
The majority of the brethren and sisters are 
working wisely and zealously for the spread of 
the cause. Prejudice is fast giving way and the 
people are beginning to understand that we are a 
distinct and separate body of people from the 
Utah iviormons. If any one should be appointed 
by your honorable body to the English Mission, 
·we shall esteem it a great favor if you will notify 
us of the same, because our J\1ission Conference 
is set for about the middle of May, and we 
would postpone it till he comes. 

Appeals were presented as follows: 
from A. B. Kuykendall, and Thomas 
Tyler, Elmwood Branch, and Chicago 
Branch. On motion these were referred 
to a committee of three for examination 
.and report to this body. D. S. Mills, 
H. Robinson and John Hawley, were 
.appointed said committee. 

Report of the Bishopric and Bishop's 
Agents were presented, the summary read, 
and on motion the report was referred to 
a committee of three, chosen on separate 
motions, consisting ofP. Cadwell, J. T. 
Kinnaman and C. A. Beebe. 

The following was presented by F. G. 
Pitt and E. C. Brand: 

Whereas, The revelation of September, 1882, 
contemplates the consideration of the expediency 
of the discontinuation of the Chicago Mission by 
this conference; therefore be it Resolved, That 
the consideration of the Chicago Mission be made 
the special order of the day, on \Vednesday, April 
l 1th, at half-past one in the afternoon. 

It was spoken to by Z. H. Gurley, A. 

THE SAINTS' HERA D. 

H. Smith and E. L. Kelley; put to vote 
and lost. 

On motion, the following statisticai re
ports received, were ordered entered in the 
minutes: J'vfassachusetts District, and New
port (Nova Scotia) Branch, were read 

Report of Chicago Branch reacl. It was 
moved to receive and spread upon the 
minutes. This was spoken to by Vl. H. 
Kelley, M. T. Short, J. R. Lambert, E. 
C. Brand, J. S. Patterson and Z. H. Gur
ley; when the vote was ordered and the 
motion prevailed. 

A petition from certain members claim
ing to b'e the First Chicago Branch, was 
presented. On motion the petition ·was 
read, and it was moved that it be referred 
to a committee of three to be appointed 
the chair; but upon motion it was tabled, 
subject to call, or to come up in the regu
lar order. 

Church Recorder's report was read, and 
it was moyed to refer to a committee of 
three. A substitute was offered to recei,-e 
and spread upon the minuteo, which pre
vailed. 

Closed by binging, "Praise God, from 
whom all blessings flow." Benediction 
Pres.Joseph Smith. 

JOSEPH SMITH - EDITOR. 

Lamoni, Iowa, 28th April, 1883. 

vV E read our remarks about the sort of 
spirit that should prevail at the late con
ference, a good deal as a man might read 
any saying, after the occasion had passed, 
as it reached us at K.irtlancl the day before 
the session would adjourn. But the advice 
had been antedated by performance; for 
certainly it is fair to presume that men 
never assembled under so great stress, 
who held themselves under better control 
than did those who gathered at Kirtland; 
once and once only did there seem to be 
any irritability felt, and then only for a 
moment; the presiding officer's gavel was 
not used to enforce order once during the 
entire session of ten days. 

The arrangements for the reception and 
care of delegates and visitors were excel
lent and ample, the committee appointed 
for the purpose having discharged their 
duty faithfully and well. 

The citizens were very kind, and all that 
they could do they seemed willing to do 
to entertain and make comfortable those 
who desired accommodations away from 
the hotel proper, which had been rented 

by the committee for the occasion. This 
hotel was just across ihe street from the 
Temple, and was occupied by the com
mittee, with the family of Bro. John 
Shook, himself, wife and daughter, from 
Buchanan, Michigan, in charge, and Bro. 
Charles Butler, of Galien, Michigan, and 
Bro. J. Lamareaux, of Solon, Ohio, and 
his two daughters, and some others as 
assistants. Sqme of the sisters visiting 
conference, lent a hand abo, when nec
essary to make things go. 

A most excellent temper prevailed dur
ing the session, nnd better sermons, take 
them as a whole, have not heen delivered 
at any former session. 

THERE was a question asked by the breth
ren of the Seventy last fall, to which an
swer was requested from the Presidency, 
with reference to the position occupied by 
members whose names were dropped 
from the Quorum, r, for cause; z, inactiv
ity; and 3, <lisability. 

J. If the cause assigned is ~uflicient to 
warrant further proceedings for mern ber
sl1ip they should be instituted; but until 
such proceedings are had they are Elders. 

z. If dropped from the list by virtue of 
a rule of the Quorum requiring report, or 
labor, or rcadlness to labor not complied 
with, or because of inactivity, they are by 
virtue of their ordination Elders, and un
der the same rules and regulations as ob
tain in regard to Elders of the Church. 

3. If for disability to travel, the same 
rule applies as in the case of inactivity; 
except that disability is a valid excuse for 
not laboring, while inactivity may, or may 
not be, as the circumstances of each case 
must upon an examination cli~close. 

EDITORIAL ITEMS. 

Bro. R. J. Anthony writes from Cold
water, Florida, April 9th, that he is being 
well received. Saints walk from four to 
six miles to hear him, which is "as good 
as north or western Saints would do. Bro. 
Anthony bdicves that t1:1e same amount 
of labor expended there as in the north 
would result in as good, if not better re
sults in· numbers. 

Bro. James Moler arranged with the 
Pastor of the Disciple Church in Putnam 
county, \Vest Virginia, for a discussion t6 

be held at Bethel, in said county and state, 
beginning on the 18th of April, the fol
lowing being the subject for an examina
tion :-"Res o 1 v e d, That the Disciple 
Church is the same in faith, organization 
and practice as the Church organized by 
Christ and the Apostles." 

The King James version. of Scriptures 
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(~ttuttnuni~afions. 
At<TtCLEs nude!' this head do not necessarily receive the 
cndor"cment; of the Editor: writers nrc responsible for 
th~Ji.t own views. Contributions solicited. 

THE HOLY GHOST. 

"Tu E Comforter, which is the lloly Uhoc;t, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things and bring all 
things to your rerncmhrancc, whatsocvcT 
I have said unto you." "llowbcit, when he, 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide 
you into all truth; for he shall not speak 
of himself; hut whatsoC\'er he sh~11l hear, 
tlwt shall he speak; mid he will show vou 
things to come." , 

Jesus mack this promise to his disciples, 
ju~t before his ascension. This shows us 
that after Jesus ceased to 1Je with them, 
ihey were to he continually guided by rc\'

elation. But even the Holy Gh%t was 
not to teach without the Father revealed 
it; for J csus saiJ, "He shall not speak of 
himself, hut w hatsoeYcr he shall hear, that 
shall he speak. 

It is strange that preacher:; of the ortho
dox world, dare lo lead the people with
out its heing revealed to them; for J esns 
and the Holy G ho.'<t did not prcsnmc to do 
"'uch n thirig. 

l'hc 1·eason why the llol y Ghost is called 
the Comforter, is because of the ofllce 
which he \Yas to perform; for he was to 
comfort the disciples rc\·ealing to them still 
further knowledge of the things of God. 
This salllc Comf(irtcr is prumised lo ;;ll 

who will obey the gospel; fur Acts z: 38 
reads: "R.epent aml be baptized, eyery one 
of you, in the name J cs us Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye . .,ball rccciYc the 
gift of tlie Holy (;Jwst," which promise 
says Peter, "is unto _you, am! to your chil
dren, and tu ;ill that ~ire afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our Gud shall call." 
Conse<1uently all persons in all ages, who 
will. accept the plau of ;;a]valion as taught 
hy Chri~l and his apostle~, will receive this 
Comforter, \vhid1 will guide them into all 
,truth. 

The lloly Ghost \vas also to be a revcla
tor to the church; for John, speaking to 
.church generally, says: "Ye have an unc-· 
tion from the Holy One, and ye know all 
things." Therefore, \Ve see that the reyc
lations of the Iioly Ghost arc indispenrn
bl y necessary, to comfort and teach the 
church. Hei1ce, in the Church of Christ, 
there is a unity oC foitb, such as is 
found in no other body or sect. In the 
Church of Christ there can be no 
difference of opinion, in regard to baptism, 
or any ordinance; for the Holy Ghost will 
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trnch ;h: churc:l-1 all things pertaining to 
tloclrine or on!' nances, things present, or 
things to come. The various schisms 
vvhich have torn a8nnder modern ortho
doxy, among which we will mention eter
nal punishment, election and infant damna
tion, can haYc no existence in the Church 
of Christ For there all matters of im
portance are decided by revelation. With 
such a rc\·elator, knowlcd~c :ihounds in 
every heart. \Vith such a guide, there is 
no danger of being deceived. They lulvc 
a test by which they can try all things, 
prove all things, judge all things, and over
come all things not ordained of God. 
\V hen the church falls into sin, and neg
lects her duties, revelation is necessary to 
rcproye and chasten her. \Ve haye many 
examples of the people of Goel being re
pro\'Cd by revelation for suffering conten
tions to get among them, and destroy the 
harmony of the church. (RcY. 2d and 3d 
cl1;1picrs). 

\Ve read in l Cor. r: w, the following: 
":'\ow I beseech you, brethren, by the 

, name of our Lord J csus Christ, that ye all 
speak the same thing, and tl1cre be no 
divisions among yon, but that ye be per
fectly joined together in the same mind, 
and in the same judgment." Arc the 
orthodox churches of the present day 
following this rule? No, far from it; for 
they teach doctrines entirely in opposition 
to each other, and yet they all declare they 
arc guided by the IIol y Spirit. This 
Holy Spirit must he a very uncertain 
guide, if he teaches one church to sprinkle 
infants, another to immerse, and only 
adults; and another to either immerse, 
pour, or sprinkle; and still another that it 
is not necessary to Le baptized. If all 
these churches 1d1ich teach a.1d practice 
doctrines so very different, are in possession 
of the Holy Spirit, then that Spirit is 
divided against itself, and must fall; but the 
Holy Spirit is the spirit of truth, and 
al ways teaches the same doctrine; and 
when we sec such differences of opinion in 
the orthodox world, we may know cer
tainly that the "Spirit Guide" is not there, 
and the only church that enjoys it is the 
one that believes in present revelation. 

Some argue that the divisions in the 
clrnrchcs is owing to judgments and opin
ior.s of men; this I do not deny; but it 
only shows that men tried to govern the 
churches instead of the Holy Ghost; hence 
the strife and disorder in the Christian 
\'l'Orlcl. The Sayior prayed for the most 
perfect m11on to be in his church. 
":::.J either pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me 
through their vYord, that they all may be 

one; as thou, Father art in me, and I in 
thee, that they also may be one in me; 
that the world nrny believe that thou hast 
sent me."-John rG: 20. This plainly 
shows us that the church must have no 
more differences in sentiment, than there is 
between the Father and the Son; and 
there is no possible way to bring this 
about, except through present revelation. 
This, and this alone, can accomplish the 
work, and perfect the Saints. All other 
substitutes will be inadeqnate to the task; 
and herein is the religion of heaven dis
tinguished from all other religions. 
Again, Jes us siiys: "No man knoweth the 
Son, but the Father; neither knowcth any 

man the Father, save the Son, and he to 
whomsocYer the Son will reveal him."-
Malt. 1 r: 27. Herc is the most positive 
testimony, that no man can know Goel 
without he obtains a revelation, and that 
no one can have eternal life without such 
revealed knowledge. Think of this, all 
you enemies of present revelation, and 
tremble; for the only way to know Goel 
and obtain eternal life, is by revelation. 

"Rcvclaiion·s holy light, 
IB the light, is the light, 

,\nd all else is dark as night, 
Save this light of God. 

MRS. DANIEL JoNES. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE T-1INCTES, 

[CONCLUDED.] 

CiluHCH RECORDER'S Rl•TOHT. .. 
Bro. H. A. Stebbins reports from Lam<J· 

ni, Iowa: 
I present to the Annual Conference of April, JSS:l, 

the following list of branches by States with the net 
membership of each as said branches stand upon the 
General Clrnrch Record of names, according to the 
latest reports received by me from branch and district 
officers, up to March 22d, 1883. In several instances 
I knO'w that reports have not been made to the Church 
Hecorder showing t,be gains and losses, hence the 
General Church Record does not agree with the 
mention made in the minutes of district conf-erences or 
in letters to the Herald. Yet on the whole there has 
been pretty fair order observed in reportiug, and in 
the majority of instances replies have been received 
to inquiries written by me. 

I have not received any corrections to the Aus~ralian 
records; although I understand that there have been 
great changes made that should be reported an<l 
entered on the Church Record, but no one in Australia 
knowing the facts seems willing to take it in hand. 
Neither from England nor Wales have I received any 
reports, with the exception of the regular and al ways 
correct report of the Llanclly Branch by the orderly 
and efficient clerk thereof. All other regions have 
been reported about as usual. 

The following three hundred and seventy-eight 
branches are supposed to be in an organized condition, 
and the majority are such in fact, but a few of thorn 
are without organization and without meetings. The 
present membership of each on the Church Record is 
as follows: 

AUS'l'RALIA.-Bnngay 23, Bnngwall Hi, Hunter Hive1· 
20, Port Stophcns 12, Sydney 20. 
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DENMARK.-Aalborg 19. 
ENGLAND.-Birmingham 70, Burton-on-Trent 16, Glay 

Cross 29, Devonport 8, Enfielcl 8, Farnworth 34, Hackney 
29, Hanley 41, Limehouse 69, Manchester 60, Sheffield 25, 
Stafford 7, Summerfield 21. 

SCOTLAND.-Penston 15. 
SWITZERLAND.-Znrich 29. 
W ALES.-Aberaman 27, Carnarvon 8, Llunelly 56, Llan

samlet 29, Merthyr 15, Nantyglo 7, Ogmore 27, Rhonda 12, 
Y stradgynlais 15. 

CAN ADA.-_-Alliston 14. Baddertown (new) 23, Bay ham 30, 
Blenheim 46. Carlingford ''31, East Dover 13, Egremont 46, 
J,ondon 150, Lindsley 13, Wilkesport 35, McKillop 10, Olive 
26, Picton (new) 24, Puce River 10, St 'l'ho1nas 15, Toronto 
14, Usborne 32, Walsingham 15, Wellington 21, Zone 39. 

ALABAMA.-Bntler 35, Kempvillc 10. Lone Stnr tiR. 
Salem 17, Macedonia 14, Pleasant Hill 4:J. PleaoanL View 
15, Perseverance 75. 

ARKANSAS.-Silver Hill 12. 
INDIAN TERRITORY.-Delawure :!5. 

J<'LORIDA:.-Coldwater 50, Eureka 37. Hinote 16, Jllill 
View 9, ]\fount Olive 44, Santa Hosa !37', Unity 15. 

CALIFORNIA.-Alameda Creek 56, Humboldt 19, ,Jef
ferson 21, Laguna 22, Lodi 9, Long Valley 17, Newport 133, 
Nortonville 14, Los Angeles (new) 18, Oakland 41, Sacra
mento 83, San Benito 31. San Bernardino Hlfi, San Francis
co 24, Santa l\foria 16, Stockton 44, Santa Hosa 68, Union
town 19, Visalia 13, Watsonville 49. 

COLOHADO.-Rocky Mountaiu n 
IDAHO.-Malad 38, Soda Springs 18. 
ILLINOIS,:_Alma (Schuyler Co.) 27, Alma (St. Clair 

Co.) 43, Alma (Marion Co.) 15, Alton 30. Amboy 39, Bany 
IO, Belleville 72, Braidwood 6ll, Brnoh Creek 76, Bryant 14, 
Buffalo Prairie 77, Caseyville 37, Chicago 61, Deer Creek 
21, Dry Fork 20, Elvaston 23, IIendcreon Grove 33, Kewanee 
85, Leland 9, Marengo 15, Millersburg 48, ~fission 109, 
North Dend 28, Pecatonica 9, Peoria 26, Pilot Grove 31, 
Piper City 19, Pittsfield 48, Plano 167, PrinceYille 13, Rock 
Creek 42, Rock Island 15, Sandwich 78, Saint Davids 10, 
Streator 3.j, Springerton 48, Truro 1!1, Tunnel Hill 77. 

INDIAN A.-Canavan 24, Clear Lake 61, Eden 26, Hope 4, 
Low Gap 17, Mount Pleasant 16, New Trenton 16, Olive 17, 
l'leasant Ridge 31, Union 24. 

IOWA -Boomer 14, Boonesboro 28, Boyer Valley 39, 
Buffalo 20, Burlington 67, Butternut Grove 39, Camp Creek 
16, Coalville 20, Council Bluffs 137, Crescent City 69, Davis 
City 60, Des Moines 46, Des Moines Valley 46, Elm Creek 
33, Edenville 72, Farm Creek 30, Farmmgton 52. Franklin 
7, Ga!land's Grove 230, Greenville 16, ,Jackson 16, Keokuk 
41, Keystone 52. Lamoni 423 Little Sioux 150, Lucas 165, 
Mason's Grove 90, Magnolia 161, Mill Creek 20, Montrose 
41, Newton 52, North Coon 21, North Star 63, Pilot Creek 
(new; 18, Pilot Rock 37, Pleasanton 95, Pleasant View 18, 
Plum Creek 90, Redding 14, Salem 81, Shelby 22, Shenan
doah 92, Sheridan 47, Six Mile Grove 26, Spring Creek 46, 
Union 58, Weston (new) 21, Unionhurg 21. Union Center 
~O, Union Grove 17, Union Hill 11, Whcekr's Grom 81, 
Hamburg (new) 22, Creston (new) 14. 

KANSAS.-Arcadia (new) 14, Atchi8on 18, Blne Hapids 
53, Centralia 20, Columbus 38, Elmira 26, Gaylord 3g, Good 
Intent 24, Goshen 41, Indian Creek 16, Jacksonville 8, 
.Mound Valley 38, Netawaka 17, Pleasant. View 78, Praitie 
Home 19, Minersville (new) 7. Scranton 30, Solomon 
Valley 13, South Logan 15, Wyandotte 51. 

KENTUCKY.-Farmington :io. 
MAINE.-Bear Isle 12, Brooksville 41. Deer hie 25, 

Green's Landmg 39, Kennebeck 38, Mason's Bay 33, Mav 
33, Olive 42, Pleasant Hiver 19, Pleasant View 25, Hockland 
13, Saco 6, Seaside 2:l, Union 9. 

MASSACHUSET1'S.-Boston 66, Brockton 13, Douglas 
21, Dennisport 72, Fall River 1'.3. ::<iew Badford 18, Plain
ville 45. 

MICHIGAN.-Bndgharnpton 18, Coldwater 57'. Fore~ter 
21, Galien 7·3, Genesee 15, Hersey 64, H0pkins 18, Lawrence 
55, Lebanon 37, :M:uple Valley 30. Mill Creek 16, Reese 22, 
Sherman 241 St. Clair 9, Saint .John!?. 241 Union 27, Vnst::ar 
(new) 12. 

MINNESOTA.-Grand Prairie Hi, Hope of Zion rn, Lake 
Crystal 8, Oak Lake 2:1. 

l\USSISSfPPI.-Threc RiverH Bi'. 
MISSOURI.-Allenvillc 32, Alma 23, Belton 11, Bevier 

110, Boone Creek 2B, Breckemidgc 15, Carrollton 3!J, Cen
tt~r Creek 10, Center Prairie 24, Cheltenhnm BB, Clear 
.Work 14, Clintonville (new) 9, Delana 61, Enrcka 15, Far 
\Vest 52, Grand River 9, Gravois 54, Hannibal 28, HoJdeu 8, 
Independence 189, H:unsns. City 28, Lone Hock 4::.!. :Mount 
Hope (new) 7', Oregon 22, Platte 71, Ple111-'a11t Grove B7, 
Henick 20, Ross Grove 25, Snit Hiver 2!\ Starfield Ha, 
8tewnrtsvillc 63, StcwartsYillc City 4-:!, Stew::irt1:·rville Ger-. 
man 57, Saint Joseph 90, Saint Lonrn lml, \YU(OlHla '1~, 
Whearso 21, Valley 24, 

;1-fONTANA.-Butte 18, Gallatiu WI, Willow JG. 
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NEBR.ASKA.-Blue Uiver 69, Cedar Creek 20, Clear 
Creek 11, Clearwater (new) 1H: UolnmbttH :38, Deer Creek 
2!, Douglas 3~, Hays (new) Hi, Lake 8hore 80. Moroni 2!3, 
Nebraska City, 108, Omaha English 72, Omaha Scanda
navian 32, Palmyra 39, l'lattford (new) 15, Plattsmouth 23, 
Platte River 32, Platte Valley 35, Pleasant Grove 21, 
Union 20. 

NEVADA.-Carson 35, Dayton 8, Elko 11. .B'ranktown 
14, J\fottsville 45. 

NEW JEHSEY.-Hornerstown 21. 
NEW YORK.-Brooklyn 26, Savannah 8. 
OHIO.-Amanda 29, Belmont 22, Churchill Hi, Jackson 

21, LampBville 2:1, Lebanon 31, Liberty 18, 8yracnsc !17 
West Wheeling 24. 

OREGO)f.-Coos Couuty 1-~. )fyrt1e Crc~~.;. HS. P1.,drie 

City 8. 
PE:\NSYLVANL\.-Dauvillc 21, Hyde l'ark 22. ~fmrn

field 14, New Park (new) 16, P1ttsburglOo, Philadelphia 54 
Plymouth 18. 

RHODE ISLAND.-Pawtucket 15, PrO\·idcnce 170. 
'l'EXAS.-Bandera 26, Central 21, Cheeselaud 14, Elk

hart 14, Elmwood 33, Hed Hiver 24, Shawnee 8, Stock
dale 24. 

TENNESSEE.-Eagle Creek 31, F9undry (new) 14. 
UTAH.-Beaver 20, Ephraim 40, Heber City 21, Kays

ville 8, Lehi 42, Plain City 2\ l'rovo 25, Salt J~ake City 
178, Springville 28, Union Fort 41 Wanship 36. 

WEST VIRGINIA.-Clarksburg l!I, Fainicw 29, i:iugar 
Creek 36, Union Grove 10, Wayne (new) 17. 

WISCONSIN.-Blnghamton 8\1, Excelsior 13, Freedom 
40, Janesville 26, Webster 17, ·wheat.ville 18. 

These three hundred and sevcnty-eigl1t branches 

aggregate fomteen thousand and forty-three (14,043) 
_members. 

In regard to the following branches I understand 

that they are all in a disorganized condition, the 
majority of them having been so for several years, 

either by the official pronouncement of district crmfor

enccs or by a general going to pinces, so far as cffidal 

organization is concerned, and by the cessation of 

meetings and the absence of other evidences of spirit

ual life as parts of the body of Christ, the Church. 

However the number of names given with each is as 

they stand upon the General Chnrch Record, even 

though in many cases these members are "sca1tered 

abroad" and are unknown lo the general Cl1urch, as 
to their faith or their dwelling places. 

The record of these fragments shows as follows: 
WALES.:___Beanport 6, ~ e\Y Tredegar 20. 
CANADA.-Botony 17, Buxton 5, Norton Cre,,k 1·;. 
ALABAMA.-Brewers Creek 8, Flat Rock~'
FLORIDA.-Evening Star 38, Gainesville 1.Z. 
CALIFORNIA.-Brighton 4, Davisville l!l, Hcai<l•lrnrg 

15, Pinc Mountain 9. 
CONNECTICUT.--Brooklyn 7, Fair Haven'" 
COLORADO.-Denver 10, 
ILLINOIS.-Batavia 18, Boone County ti, Elm Hivcr 15, 

Canton 4fi. Fox Hivcr 29, Victoria 9, WabaHh 16. 
JNDIAN.'1..-Yellow liiver!l. 
IO\V A.-Buena Vi Et-ta 'J', Bur1ington Utrnian i\ Chariton 

26, Croton 7', Davenport 30, Evenillg Star 9, Fontanelle 4, 
Fremont 10, Glenwood 28, Harlan 10, Hazel Dell 7. Inland 
9, Lema rs 9, Nephi i', Pleasant Grove 11, Pleasant Hidge 
2, Pleaf!antville 7, Dtring Prairie 20, Vinccnnes l\ Yell 14. 

KA"NSA8.--Armstrong Acadamy 2~, Black Wolf Creek 
8, Fanning 21, Leavenworth 18, c;-oblctown 21, Pleasant 
Ridge 3, White Cloud 8. 

l\iASSACHUSErrTS.--North Dartmouth ~·, Sonth Yar-
mouth H, 

MINNESOTA.--Little Cannon 12. 
l\fJSSISS!PPI.--Bluff Creek 8. 
l\1ISSOURT.~-Rigehnv 41 Coou Crt}.ek 4, Galet:lburg 15, 

Guilford4, Hazel Dcll 16, Joplin 11, Knoxville 6, Moselle 5. 
NEBRASKA.-Bell Creek 12, Desoto HI, :Elkhorn -L . 
OHIO.-Kirt!Jrnd 20, Monroe 11. 
ORJ<:GOX.---Sweet Home 4R. 
HHODE ISLAND.-Simmonsvilk l t. 
TEXAS.-Lone Star 5, Oak Island H, 
lYl,AH.-Provideuce 17'. 
\VISCONS lN.--Burlingtou 2~), Darlington!', \\TillrJ'i\' 2~· 

PBNNSYLVA:::\IA.--Sonth Betlllelwrn 1. 

Tl1ese sovcniy-scven fraf!_ments atg:rega!e (JHO thou

sand and eigl1teeu members, (1018) making a total of 

present names npon the Oburch Record in the whole 

'our hundred and fifty-five orgm1ized and disorganized 

branches of fifteen tl10usand and sixty-one rr.embers 

( 15.0n I). officials ind1ufo<l, The sp:gregate one yPar 

a)!n WhH fourteen tliu11:-:a11:J Rix hundred and forty-one 

(14,6ll), making a not gaiu of four hundred and 

twenty ( 420) for the year, against nine hundred and 

forty-six (946) net gain in last annual report. 

The net gain in branches tlie past year by baptism, 

by letter, and by vote has been six hundred and eighty

four, and by the organization of eighteen new brnnchcs 

two hundred and eighty-the and by tllo counting of 

fuur fragments of branel1es twenty-eight, makinµ· a 

g-ain of nine hundred and tdnety-seveu total. The 
Jn.<" h)· fpftPr nf Removal. hy death and by expulsion 

lia.:-; lwuti !in; lnrndruiJ aud He\·nnty-o:::cvf""TI 1 which taken 

rrom the f!Rin of uine hundred and 11i11ety-sove11 lea1·es 

the net 1rain of fonr hundred and twenty as previously 

stated. ln ninety-nine braucbes there has been a net 

1.rain en-er the los,es, lint one hundred and forty-two 

branclH'S have fallen •ff and had net losses greater 
t!ian tl1e gaiw~. 

lt should lie 11t1<l<'r,tnod that nine hundred and 

uinety-sernn ~aiu d·><'S not re.present all who have 

joined the branches liy baptism, Jetter or vote, but 

only the uet gain by liranches, that is the increase in 

each above d<'crease during the past year, where sucli 
net incre·!Se lws occurred over losses of all kinds, as is the 

case with the ninety-nine branches Likewise the 

five hnndred and seven-seven loss only represents the 

net los~es over gains in those branches which ham 

snffored losses that aggregate more than their gains 

have been, as is tbe case with the one hundred and 

forty-two branches. 

·The yearly gain since l87<i, a~ reported annually, 

has been as follows: 

1R70-1877 .......... net ~';)2 
1877-18i8 .......... net 'i'i'5 
187R-1R79 .......... net 1110 
1879-1880 .......... net 12:35 

1S80-1f'Rl ... 
18Rl--11iR2 .. 
1882-1883 .. 

net 71'3 
. net ~46 
. net 420 

_ Also the following table that I have prepared shows 

the standing by States in the l 882 report and in what 

States there has been a net gain ornr losses and in 
what ones there has been a net loss over gains, with 

the prernnt standing of each State upon the General 
Church Record: 

COUNTRIES AND 
STATES 

Auf'tralia ... 
Denmark 
f!~ngland .. . 
8cotland ....... . 
8witzerland .... . 
Wales ..... 
Canada .. 
Alabama. 
Aakansas 
California. 
Connect.icn t . 
Colorado 
Florida. 
Idaho .... 
Illmois .. 
"Indiana ....... . 
Indian Territory. 
Io\va ... . 
Kant"las .. . 
Kentucky .... 
Maine .... 
Massach nset ts. 
:Michigan .... . 
:Minnesota .... . 
Mi~~<i8Hippi. 
MissonrL. 
J.fontana. 
~ ebrask11 
"N evarl.11. 
New .Jere.ey .. 
New York· .... 
Ohio ..... . 
Oregon .... . 
Penne:vlvllnin .. 
Hhode·"I sland. 
Texas ....... . 
'I1cnnes.Ret..• . 
Ftah ........... . 
"rer1t Y1r::;inifl. 
\\'"beon8in .. 

1882 Net 
Heport Gain 

99. 
24. 

421. ... 
15. 
BO. 

2~4. 
5:18 .... 110 
BG4.. 2. 

8. 4. 
958. 
14 
~9. 

2 9 .. 
5 1. 

1"'" I·<,, 
2'11. 

25. 
3:128 . . 1tif1. 
!i.JL. 1!!. 

28. 2. 
3G3. 
3'i0 .... 9. 
51'·L. 9. 

7'5 .. 
4n. 

ltifiO. 
81. 

G1H. ff~. 
11'>. 
20. 1. 
:·l!i. 

2ti:i. 
s:i. 

l!lf). r):J. 
201. 
17~. - 11. 
23. 17' .. 

-170. 11. 
P4. -:?'i". 

:3:.W. 

Net Present 
Loss 'l'otal 

£!) 
ti 1B 
4. 417 

j' 
1. 29 
2. 222 

648 
3r6 

12 
18. £40 
~- l:J 

H5. 
1ti. 

5. - . 

1.. 
4. 

10. 

~-

~ 

HL 

H7 
258 
nti 

1718 
241\ 
2~ 

:l-1?4 
GGO 
80 

:)58 
869 
522 

1-Hi4 l .. ~4>l. ... 1~3 .... J:;Olil 

Tl.iis sbows 1 as ~aid lJe!l.>re, a net gain over a11 10sses 

of four hundred antl twenly meml.Jeis, so far a< I Lnve 

recBived reports or been a',lc' to obtain corrections 

tlu ough corresponr1011ee. 

I wonld also report that I ha vo done but little o" 
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Index work because I wished to labor towards the 
perfection of the Records as much as p0ssible before 
this session of the General Conference 

In. the evening the Temple was filled 
with an appreciative audience, to hear the 
lecture of President Joseph Smith. The 
exercises of the hour began with a good 
selection of music by the choir, and pray
er was offered by Elder John H. Lake. 

Elder Smith then entered upon the 
theme of his lecture, and discussed "Tem
perance" in its relations to religious and 
political society, dwelling upon the uses of 
alcholic spirits; the legal idea of restraint 
of our personal liberties; and the idea of 
discouraging the manufacture of liquors 

. by the efforts to decrease the demands. 
The lecture was full, complete, and able, 
and wa~ warmly received the audience, 
by frequent interruptions of applause. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL IITH. 

Prayer meeting was in charge of Brn. 
B. V. Springer and Vvm. T. Bozarth. 
Preaching in the forenoon by Elder Col
umbus Scott, assisted by Elder J. F. Mc
Dowell. The subject was that of the 
grand character and mission of Christ the 
Lord. 

The afternoon session was opened by 
singing, "Come! thou fount of every bles
sing." Prayer was offered by Elder F. 
G. Pitt. 

The chairman of committee OJ! revising 
and enlarging Rules on Representation, 
stated that the committee had consulted 
and agreed upon a report, but in the hurry 
of leaving home, overlooked the report, 
had telegraphed for it, hut should it not 
arrive in time, he would be under the 
necessity of asking for further time. 

The assembly took into considcrntion 
the· resignation of \V. H. Curwen, as a 
member of the Board of Publication: 

I hereby tender my resignation as a member 
of the Board of Publication, on account of my 
inability to attend the meetings of the Board, 
since its removal from Plano, Illinois, my busi
ness requiring my atterotion eloewhcre at that 
season of the year. 

. At the request of Pres. Smith, Elder 
Alex. H. Smith was called to the chair, 
vote of lhe assembly. 

l\foved by John Gilbert and Geo. S. 
Yerrington, to receive the resignation. 
Spoken to by \V. H. Kelley, J. S. Patter
son, Z. IL Gnrlcy,J obn Chisnall and John 
Gilbert. A substitntc offered E. L. 
Kelley and Geo. H. l:l:illiarcl, Th:It Bro. 
\V. IL Cur wen be rd eased from acting 
fnrthe;· as a member of the Board, and 
that a committee be appointed to settle 
with him. and other members of the Board 
of Publication, as to the accounts of 
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office. This was spoken to by vVilliam 
H. and E. L. Kelley, when it was moved 
by E. L. Kelley and John Chisnall, That 
the whole matter be referred to a com
mittee of three to be appointed by the 
body, to consider and report what is the 
proper action to be taken. l\1otion to 
refer, prevailed. 

Moved, That \V m. IL Kelley, he one 
of that committee; a su hstitute, That 
Alvin Patterson, C. A. Beebe and John 
Gilbert, be that committee; and they were 
directed to report to this body. 

Bro. Alex. H. Sn1ith vacated the chair, 
:.md President Joseph Smith resumed 
charge. 

Rcporl of Secoud Qcwrum of Elders 
read: 

The members of the Second (..l,uoru m of El
ders met but there was not •mfficient present tci 
do business, only to receive reports. The follow
ing named brethren reported in pen;on: John 
Gilbert had been constantly in the field since last 
conference, laboring under Massachusetts Dis
trict Conference appointment. And is now rec
ommended from lhat district for General Con
ference appointment. J. H. l\Ierriam has labored 
in Canada under General Confcr~nce appoint
ment; and is desirous of continuing actively in 
the work. B. F. Durfee had lablJred a;; circum
stances had permitted in South Eastern Iowa, and 
\Vishes to beco1ne an active laborer in the vine
yard if desired. 0. X. Dutton was presiding· El
der of the Jan es ville, \Vis., llrnnch. Reports by 
letter were read from F. C. \\'arnky, S. Mahony, 
v\". C. Cadman, L N. \Vhite, John Smith, by 
proxy, was president of Massachusetts District. 

REPORT ON APPEALS. 
\Ve, your committee, submit the following re

port. In lhe case of Mr. Gillett <:'s. Constable, 
\Ve report that after careful examination, we 
fail to find any evidence of action ol Church 
authorities in 1.he case, and have nothing from 
which an appeal can be founded. 

\Ve your committee recommend that in the 
matter of the Elmwood Branch 1'S. the Texas 
Central District, which we have examined and 
on \Vhich S. P. Sherrill cJai1ns the right of being 
heard; lhat it be referred to a Court of Elders 
frotn this conference. In the n1atter of ihe c;:~f'1:.

of Philander Hinks r's. the Chicago Ilrnnch, af1n· 

having carefully e:s:amined the written evide11ce 
in the case, as submitted to us, we are led to sus
tain the action of the court, and of the branch • 
fron1 \vhose decision the appeal h; taken

1 
and find 

110 just or legal grounds for appeal. 
D.S. Mills, H. Robinson, J. llawley. 

!'1'ovecl, That the report be adopted and 
the recommendation complied with, in the 
case of the Elmwood Br:mch -e's. Texas 
Central District. J\1otion prcYaikd. 

The Chair appointed as the court, breth
ren George Hilliard, John Cbisn:tli :md L. 
R. Devore. 

Ivioved, Th:>.t Bro. IL C. Bronson, act 
in behaif of Texas Central Distric:1. 

Petition of Church Hill Branch, for the 
ordination of an Elder, was rc:id. l\fovc(l, 
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by Brn. G. H. Hilliard and F. P. Scar
cliff, that the request be complied,.with. 
Moved by John Gilbert and E. C Brand, 
to refer to the district. Spoken to by W. 
H. Kelley, Josiah Ells, J. R. Lambert, G. 
T. Griffiths, G. IL Hilliard, Joseph Par
sons and Z. I-I. Gurley. Motion to refer 
carried. A second vote was 6rdered and 
the motion to refer again carried. Divis
ion \\":is called which resulted 3 t for, 21 

agai11st. 

Moved hy B. V. Springer and B. F. 
Durfee: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this body 
that hereafter no one shall be entitled to a seat in 
the conference as a delegate who has not been 
duly appointed according to the Articles of Rep
resentation. 

Brn. Z. H Gurley and E. L. Kelley 
raised the point of order, as to the advis
ability of the resolution. President \ V. 
W. Blair, ruled the resolution out of order 
A11 appeal was made from the decision of 
the chair. Spoken to by \V. H. and E. L. 
Kelley, R. F. Durfee, Z. H. Gurley, \V. 
vV. Blair and A. IL Smith. The vote 
was ordered and the chair was subtained 

35 to 23. 
Delegate C. A. Beebe, of Pott:1wat

tamic District, called up the preamble <ind 
resolution in relation to requesting Presi
dent. Joseph Smith to resign the Editorship 
of the }Jerald 

\\'11EREas, At the conference of this district. 
held last May, a resolution was adopted, asking 
Bro. Joseph Smith to re;dgn the Editorship of 
the .firrald, that he might devote more of his 
tin1f' to prt>::tchinf{. J\nd, \\ herea~, our delegates 
to the Fall Co1if.ercnce were instructed not to 
present the same, in consequence of the H~erald 
ha vi11g refused to publish the notice of the reso
tutio11, at the request of the district. And, 
wl:1ere:::s, it has since been brought to the notice 
of the church in various ways; therefore be it 

Resoh·ed, That our delegates to the Annual 
ConferencC' be and are hereby instructed to pre
s ~11t to the Annual Conference the resolution 
passed last May, asking the Editor of the Herald 

to ret<ign, and if pos;dble obtain a fa n>rable vote 
thereon. And they are especially instructed to 
oppose its being referred to the Board of Publica
tion, as that is the body which has hired him. 

Bro. J. H. Lnke \Yas by vote called to 
preside, and Bro. Smith relieved. Moved 
by E. C. Brand and John Chisnall, That 
inas11111cli as the resolution referred was 
not signed, t l~at it ~hould be laid upon the 
table; but on mution of E. L. Kellev and 
II. Kemp it was dlxidecl to consicler it. 
It W<lS then rno;·ecl hy J. S. Patterson and 
vV. T. Boz:trth, That WC adopt the Reso
lntio11. Tlfr'. \\·::s spoken to by \V. \V. 
Blair, Z. H. Uurley and E. L. Kelley. 
Brn. E. L. Kelley and F. G. Pitt, offered 
as a substitute: 

That it is the wi'h :ind desire of this bod,,· that 
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President Joseph Smith be retained as Editor of 
the I£erald and llojic, but that no work be re
quired of him by the Board of Publication, but 
that which comes strictly under the duties· of 
Editor; co that he may hn ve more time to devote 
to his duties as president of the Church. 

Spoken to by E. Banta, A. Patternon, 
E. L. Kelley, C. A. Beebe, M. T. Short, 
Z. H. Gurley, C. Derry, C. Scott, A. H. 
Smith, A. \V .. Glover and J. R. Lambert. 

The vote was ordered taken on }We\·ious 
<[Uestion, and tli·~ substitute prevailed. 
Hrn. M. T. Shon and C. A. Beebe re

quested their vote in the negative, he re
corded. It was so ordered. 

Moved by Z. H. Gurley and C. Derry: 
That the Board of Publication be requested to 

consider fanJrably the appointnienl of Bro. Elijah 
Bania as Business Manager of the lkrald Oifice. 

Spoken to by Z, II. Gurley and E. L. 
Kelley, when on motion by E. L. Kelley 
and J. S. Patterson, the matter under con
sideration lie on the table. Pending the 
consideration, M. T. Short an cl Z. H. 
Gurley, moved to adjorn for business to
morrow afternoon, which the chair .ruled 
out of order, as conflicting vvith the rule 
for adjournment. Closed by singing 
''Praise God from whom all blessing 
flow." Benediction by Pres. \V. vV. 
Blair. 

Preaching in the cvc11ing by Elder G. 
II. Hilliard, as~isted hy Elder E. Robin
son. 

TlluRSDA Y, APRIL !2TH. 

The morning prayer meeting was rn 
charge of Bru. E. C. Brand and J. S. 
Patterson. Preaching during the fore
noon by Brn. F. P. Scarcliff and f. S. 
Patterson. 

Afternoon session, April 12th, opened 
by si11gi11g "Come, thou fount of every 
blessing;" pr.1yer was offered by President 
Joseph Smith. :Minutes of yc:;lcrday 
read, corrected ancl ap1}royed. 

Bro. James Brighouse requested per
mission to withdraw papen; in the appeal 
of persons from Chicago. l\Ioved by J. 
:::1. Patterstm <tnd C. Scott, that permission 
for lhc withdrawing of papers be granted. 
E. L. Kcliey ancl G. S. Y errington moved 
a,; a substitute, that those papers be placed 
in charge of the President of the Chicago 
Brauch. J\Joved as an amendment to the 
»ubstitulc, by E. L. Kelley and H. Kemp, 
that the l" resident of the Chicago Branch 
be instructed to relurn all personal papers 
to the iwrsons to whom they Lelong. 

Spoken to by J. S. Patterson, J. Brig house, 
\\!, II. Kelley, Z. H. Gurley. Amend
ment pnt upon its passage and prevailed. 
Substitute m·, arnemled pnt to vote and 
prevailed, 

Moved by J. II. L·ike and T. \V. Srnitl1, 
and adopted. 

Resolved, That in further c;cc;sions of this con
ference, tho'c \\·ho speak upon tjUCiitions, mo
tions, or resolutions, be limited lo !he minutes 
each, and no one to be allowed to speak twice 
until all have spoken who may desire, and then 
only on leave granted by motion and vote. 

l\foved by E. L. and \V. IL Kelley to 
reconsider the re~o1utio11. Spoken to hy 
E. L. Kelley, H. C. llrunrnu, E. 
F. G. Pitt. J\fotion to reconsider put to 
vote and lost. 

Report from 1.he Quorum of the Twcl ve 
read and ordered placed in minutes. 

The followi11g preambles and resolutiolls pas;;ed 
by the Quorurn of the Tweh•e, ate pre;;e11led for 
your consideration. 

rst. \Vhcrcas, \Ve bdie,·e that i\Iarriage is or
dained of God, and that the law of God proYides 
for but one com p:mion in wedlock, for either man 
or woman --except in cases where the co11tr;1ct is 
broken by death, or transgression; therefore 

Re,o'.vcd, That it is our nnderslanding that in 
ca:se of ~eparation of husband and wife, one of 
which is gd'tv of the crime of fornication, or 
adultery, tile olhl'l' becomes released from the 

Niarriage bond, 'and if they so desire n1~1y obtain 
a divorce and inarry u.~-<tin. 

:1d. \Vhercas, that as a quonttn we do not ap
prove the further publication and sale of the I Ii s
tory of Joseph Smith and the Church, written by 
E. \V. Tuilidgc; and 'Whereas, Bro. Jason \V. 
Briggs \Yas appointed years ago to V\TitC a J Ii story 
of the Reorganization; Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That \Ye earnestly rcqnc;;t Bro. 
Briggs to proceed at once t.o prepare and com

plete the work rcq uirecl at hi;; hands, ;md submit 
the san1e to the Church for appro,·al. 

Report of Fir~t Quorum 0£ Elders; 
\Ve submit the follo\\ing report: -R. ~,I. Ehin 

(present) has traveled 1,800 miles, preached IOI 

discourses, licld one debate ~nd baptized 3. E. 
Banta (present) has clone but little pn~aching 

but was getting ready to take the [1eld and work. 
F. P. Scarclifi (present) has been on a mission 
and constantly in the n1i11istry, bapti?.ed 2. F. 
G. Pitt (prcsenl) preaches on Sundays, keeps 
up branch meetings, and works in the Sunday 
School. J. Chisnall (present) has labored some in 
the branch, and desires to do what he can. JI. 
C. Brunson (present) is president of district, 
and devoting liis entire time lo the ministry since 
last fall. G. Hicklin (present) has been on a mis
sion, devoting his entire time to the ministry, 
traveled 1,::?90 1niles) preached :03 discourses, and 
baptized 6. Henry Kemp (present) preached 
nearly every Sunday, been blessed in his efforts, 
and baptized 4. G. E. Deuel (present) has been 
laboring constantly, as a missionary, preached 84 
tilnes and baptized 13. G. S. Yerrington (pres
ent) has done what he could, preached 40 dis
conrses and baptized om'. R. J. Benjamin 
(present) is not a public speaker, but is doing the 
best he can. M. H. Bond (present) has preached 
20 times, and i£ it is made clear that it is his dnty, 
will take the field and labm C. A. 
Beebe (present) hi~ labor::; have been confined to 
the branch. Is no\v presiding over a district. 
G. H. Hilliard (present) has labored as circum
stances \YOuld pcnnit, is nO\V presiding over a 

district, baptized 2. T. J. Andrew" is laboring 
constantly in the cause in one way or another, 
acting as Bishop's Agent, and doing what he can. 
V. Hougas is p1·eaching and attending to other 
duties of his calling as best he can. M. B. Oliver 
has done bnt little public preaching, but is doing 
considerable in a private way. J. P. Dillen 
has not done much preaching but is trying to do 
his duty. \V. :Newton is pre:;idi11g in a 
branch, preaching and trying to discharge 
his duty faithfuliy, baptized 5. J. F. Bur
ton preached 67 times, lectured 3 times, and 
oftlciatecl in other duties of his calling, baptized 
1 I. I. M. Smith has been presiding over district 
till lalcl_l', devoted about half his time to the 
ministry. G. \Valker has labored what he could 
in the district. J. Kemp is president of branch, 
preaches nearly everx Sunday, is acting as Bis
hop's Agent. J. Ruby has been laboring in the 
district, is doing all he can, hopes to still con
tinue to da° his duly. J.M. Stubbart preaches 
some and assi;;ts in the branch labor as he can. 
J. \V. Brackenbury is preaching some, and doing 
the best he can under his circumstances. II ans 
Hansen has been preaching some, and hopes 
still to do good. C. C. Reynolds b preaching in 
the branch, and laboring some in the district, also 
Bishop's Agent. \\'. Anderson ha>< labored as 
hi;; circumstances would permit, baptized J. T. J. 
Franklin lias been preaching as his circumstances 
would permit, baptized several. A. liendrickson 
is not a public speaker, is 82 years old, does some 
work in a private way. J. R. Badham is not do
ing public work in the ministry. IL N. Snivclv 
has been labori'tig some in the ministry. IL C. 
Smith has done no preaching owing to afr1iclio11, 
has administered to the sick some: 

On motion, J. R. Badham was released '" 
secretary, and 0. Il. Thomas chosen to fill the 
place. 

J.M. Putney, Eli Clothier and C. A. Beebe, 
were appointed to investigate complaint against 
members of the quorum; also, R. M. Elvin, ?IL 
J L Bond and G. E. Duel, appointed to investigate 
other complaints in the quorum. 

E. L. Kelley was admitted a member of the 
quorum, to fill vacancy. 

Aggregate baptize\] and reported by quo1:um 49. 
G. Hicklin, F. P. Scarcliff, R. M. Elvin, F. G. 

Pitt, H. Kemp, G. E. Deuel, l\I. H. Bond and G. 
S. Yerrington, presented themselves, and wcr 
recommended for mfasions. 

l\Iurnber of brethren present 15, reported hy 
letter 20. 

The Third Quorum of Elders reported 
as follows: 

\V c beg leave to report as follows: J. T. Kin
naman, John Hawley, D. J. Powell, \Vm. Lewis, 
reported in person. R. Farmer, E. II. Gurley 
\V. :N. Abbott, by letter. • ' 

Report of Court of Elders in the case of J. ·w. 
Sikes was presented and adopcd, and the Court 
discharged. 

The following were received into the quorum: 
George Mottashed, Arthur Leverton, Edgar 
Harrington and D. E. Powell. 

Resolved, That we instruct the Secretary of 
the Quorum to get a printed list of the names of 
members of the quorum; also, that the secretary 
send a copy to each member of the quorum, with 
a request to remit ten cents for the same. 

The First Quorum of Priests reported 
as follows; 
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:nie members of the First Quorum of Priests 
met on third floor of Temple. A. \V. Glover was 
chosen t.o preside, and R. Etzenhouser, secretary 
pro. tem. • 

TC May labored in Eastern Kansas, had been 
blessed, opened new fields, and expected to con
tinue. John Shook had not preached, but had 
given out printed matter, and co-operated with 
others. A. \V. Glover had labored as circum
'tances permitted at Dennisport, Fall River, Bos
ton, Plainville, found that the work is gaining 
ground. 

R. May, D. C. \Vhite, A. \V. Glover and John 
Shook, asked for Quorum Licences, and were in
structed to present items to Asa S. Cochran, 
Secretary of Quorum, Lamoni, Iowa, and be 

·supplied. 

R. Etzenhouser reported having been in field 
constantly since November rst, had baptized one, 
been blest in his labor, and was :·eady to take the 
field under general appointment. Reports were 

received and read from D. C. \Vhite, 0. IL 
Brown, F. Stene and \V. M. Rumel. 

Resolution passed that since Bro. Rumel has 
been ordained an Elder, we as a quorum express 
our regret, and yet rejoice in hh; worthiness of a 
higher calling, and ask the favor of God upon 
him in his more arduous labor. 

Brn. P. Cadwell, J. T. Kinuamau and 
C. A. Beebe, the committee to whom ·was 
refened the Bishop's reports, report that 
they have examined the same and find 
them correct. 

COMJ\IITTEE REPORTS. 
\Ve your CQmmittec hereby submit that from 

the written documents in our possession, we find 
nothing upon which ·we can base any action 
whatever, and a'6k to be released. 

!1. Robinson, D. S. Mills, J. Hawley. 
\Ve your committee appointed to investigate 

appeai case of Elmwood Branch 1·s. Texas Cen
tral District, have examined the case, and find 
the action of the branch to have been irregular, 
and recommend that the decision of the District 
Conference be confirmed. 

G. II. Hilliard, L. R. Dcrnre, J. Chisnall. 

Moved by II. C. Brol'lson and G. Hick
] in, That the report he adopted ancl the 
recomrnendation be coucui-rcd in. Spoken 
to by IL Smith, H. C. Bronson, Z. H. 
(;urley, J. R. Lambert, J. S. Patterson, 
\V. H. Kelley and R. 1\f. Elvin. Motion 
put to ,-ote and prerniled. Divi:;ion waB 

called, rernlting in 20 for, r I against. 
Committee report on n~~ignation of Bro. 

\V. IL Cunvcn: 
\Ve your co1nn1ittec to who111 \Y:ts referred the 

rcs]g·nation of Bro. \\'. 1 I. t_~\tr\YCn as one of the 
Board of Publication) hereby beg leave to report 
that as a result of our cxarnination, V\'C recon1-
1ncnd that his rc~ignation bt~ accepted. 

A. Patterson, C. Beebe, J. Gi!Lert. 

:vluved by Z. H. Gmlcy an<l J. T. Kin-
11:i111m1, That the report be received, adopt
ed, :md the committee disclrnrgcd. J\:fo
tlon prcvail'12d. 

Ihn. John S. Patterson and F. G. Pit;: 
1wlH:d a resolution touching book .. binding. 

Being instructed by onr district, ,,:I'.' offp· t)1c 

following for yonr consideration_: 

THE SAINTS' HERALD. 

Resolved, Tlia~ we hereby call the attention of 
lhc publishing Board to the fact that many of 
the books on sale are yery poorly bound, and re· 

'l uest that in future they endeavor to put better 
bound books on sale. 

This on motion of Z. H. Gurley an<l vV. 
H. Kelley was referred to the Board of 
Publication. Moved by F. G. Pitt and 
Z. H. Gurley,· as a substitute, That we 
adopt and refer. Substitute prevailed. 

Brn. Charles Derry and J olm l lawley 
presented preamble and resolution, author
izing the holding of annual reunion meet
ings: 

"V\Thereas, In consequence of the Church dis
pensing with the Scmi-/1.nnual Conference, the 
Saints in the \Vestern States feel there is a great 
void, and also one great means of spiritual 
strength taken from them; and believing as we 
do, that not only can the Saint·,; be strengthened 
in their faith and hope, but al;;o that the people 
of the world will be induced to altend such meet
ings, as shall be hereinafter nan1ed, and that 
thereby much good may accrue to the cam;e of 
Goel in general. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this General Co11fcr.c11cc doco 
authorize the holding of yearly meetings in the 
Fall of each succeeding year, at 1H1ch ti111e and 
place, or times and places, as shall be deemed 
wisdom in the mind of the confe1:ence, such 
meetings to be called Annual Reunbn Meetings 
of Latter Day Saints. Be it further 

Resolved, That ihh; privilege be extended to 
all sections of the Church wherever it may be 

desired; and further, that a committee be app~int
ed, as may be deemed proper, lo select such 
time and place, or times and plaees, for the hold
ing of such meetings ·as ohail be mm;t convcn-· 
ient for the section or sections 1Yhcre such meet· 
ing or meetings may be held. 

Moved by E. C. Bnmd and G. Hicklin, 
That we adopt the preamble and resolution. 
Spoken to by \V. H. Kelley, C. Derry and 
J. Hawley. Brn. Z. H. Gurley and C. A. 
Beebe, moYed as a substitute, "That the 
Chair appoint a camp meeting to he held 
this coming Autumn itt \V estcrn Iowa, 
:-ind that he be authorized to a:;sociatc with 
himself a sutticie11t number of the Eldcr
ship to perform said work." Spoken to 
by E. C. Brand, .J. IL Lake, E. L. Kelley, 
G. Hicklin, C .. /\.. Beclic, H. Kemp and 
R. Etzenhouser. Brn. VV. \V. Blair and 
E. C. Briggs moved as an amendment to 
the substitute: 

Resoh·ed, That this conference recommend 
that mission or district authorities of the Church 
arrange to hold the reunion tneetings each 
J\uturnn \Vithin their rc.specti\'c lin1it~· for relig
ious exercises. 

:!'vfoved by F. G. Pitt and G. S. Ycrring
ton to refer the whole m;;ittcr to a commit
tee, appointed the chair. ?lfotion to 
refer preyai!cd. 

The ch;-:ir appointed on said committee: 
\V. \V. Blair,Charles Derry,] olmHawlcy. 

Brn. John Gilbert ;1nc1 F. M, Sheehy 
rnoveJ; 

That we request the Board of Publication to 
take measures, as soon as possible, to publish the 
Tune Ilook that has been so long anticipated by 
the Church. 

RULES ON REPRESENTATION. 

Report of committee on revising and 
enlarging Rules of Represcntntion, was 
read: 

Your con1111ittee on re\·1s111g auJ enlarging 
R uk,; "f ReprL"scntation, appointed at your Fall 
session for 1882, beg leave and report that: thcv 
ha vc consulted and agreed upon the following; 
which though not perfect, will, we trust, form a 
sufficient basis for your action. 

Sec. r. That the general oflkers of the Church, 
known as the Presidency, the Twelve, the High 
Council, the Seventy, and the Bishopric (proper), 
are ex-opirio memben; of Conference, and entitled 
to a voice and vote as rcprer;cntatives of the spirit
ual authorities of the Church at large. 

Sec. 2. That all High Priests and Elders are 
entitled to voice and vote in General Conference, 
when present. 

Sec. 3. That organized districts be authorized 
to appoint at their last quarterly session of dis
trict conference, next preceding the scr;sion of 
General Conference, delegates to said ses"i011 of 
Generai Conference, who r;hall be entitled to 
represcn t said districts; which delegates so ap

pointee! shall be declared members of said Gen 
era! Conference, entitled to voice and vote. 

Prodded ir;t. That the choice and appointment 
by oaid dislrkts "hall be made by a majority of 
those present and Yoting in regulnr or called 
session of dh;trict conference, of the holding of 

which due notice shall have been given as to 

time and place within the district, together with 
a statc1nent of ~ny in1portant bu~iueEI:) or action 
that is to be presented to, or likely to be had bv 
said General Session, affecting ~l.li.,d dit-:trict, an:l 
to which tliefr »pproval or disapproval is desired; 
that instructions to ~aid delegatet: 111ay be given 
as to their action. 

Provided 2d. That the only qualiiicalion to 
eligibility to the office of delegate from ,Ji;,trict (o 

General Conference :.;hall be membership and 
good standing in the Church. 

Provided 3d. That each district ohali be entitled 
to one delegate for cverv t,1·entv-iive rnemhcrs of 

said district, and one vote in c,;nference for Pach 
delegate to which. they mn_v he r;ntitkrl. Tile 
delegate:.; present at Conference fro!ll a111· one 
district shall be entitlc·d to cast the full ,:ol.c of 
the district of which the.r arc delcgate;-;i unlci~~.; 

otherwise instructed by their didrict crn1frrcncc; 
pro;_ 1ided, that in ca~c of a ctit-'agTecn1l'l1L of Yie\\·s 

ainong the n1e1nbers of said dc!cgation, the full 
delegation not being· prc:sent they shnll be eEtitlcd 
to cast on1~y their individual \·otc~ a~ ~aid del
egates. 

Pro,·ided .1th. That no one delegate shall repre
sent in the san1c conference inore than one dis
trict. 

Sec.,+. 'That each regularly organized branch 
of the Church not included in an organized di"
trict, slnll be entitled to one delegate, "ho ,;hall 
h?-vC the saine privilege~ as delegates of districts. 

Provided rst. 'That due general notice to the 
members of br~nch of the time :md place of 
rneeting for the choosing of said delegate be 
properly given as in cases of districts. 

Provided 2. That delegates shall be entitled to 
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act as such as hereinbefore provided, upon pre
senting certificates of appointment signed by the 
presidents, or clerks of districts or branches 
appointing them. 

Sec. 5. That in all cases of grave importance, 
affecting the polity and faith of the Church, dis
tricts and branches may instruct delegates to 
cast a majority and minority vote, for and 
against; but in no case shall the number of the 
votes cast by said delegates so instructed exceed 
the number to which the district appointing 
shall be entitled as hereinbefore provided; and 
in case of a tie in districts, or branches, on ques
tions presented to them, certified to said delegates, 
the votes of said di ;tricts or branches, shall be 
cast in equal numbers by the delegates. 

Sec. 6 .. That districts may organize their ses
sions of conference agreeably to the above rules, 
by providing for delegate conferences, of which 
the basis of representation shall be one delegate 
for each six members in each branch or fraction 
thereof. JosEPH S:\llTll, 

Chairman rf Committee 01i RP/rescntalio11. 
April 11th, 1883. 

On motion the committee on credentials 
was discharged at their request. 

Brn. J. T. Kinnaman and Z. H. Gurley 
moved. 

That the proposed amendments to rules on 
representation reported by the committee be re
ceived, spread upon the minutes, and that further 
consideration of the same be deferred to the next 
Annual Conference, and that due and legal notice 
of the same be immediat~ly published in the 
llerald, and that the committee be continued. 

Motion put to vote and prevailed. 
Brn. J. R. Lmnbert and G. T. Griffiths 

moved that the Petition of Chicago be now 
taken up. Spoken to by Bro. F. G. Pitt. 
Reading of petition asked for. Bro. Z. H. 
Gurley raised the point of order, that the 
reading amounted to a discussion. Presi
dent vV. vV. Blair ruled that it did not. 
Bro. F. G. Pitt appealed from the decision 
of the chair. Spoken to by F. G. Pitt, 
IL C. Bronson, J. S. Patterson, vV. H. 
Kelley,]. R. Lambert, Z. II. Gurley and 
\V". Vl. Blair. Put to vote and prevailed. 
Division called: 19 for, z I against. 

Bro. H. C. Bronson spoke upon the tak
ing up the petition. The vote was ordered 
by the previous question, and prevailed. 
A division was called, ·and 40 voted for, 
IO against. The petition was then read. 
Brn. G. H. Hilliard and G. S. Yerrington 
moved that this petition be referred to a 
committee of three, to be appointed by the 
Chair. Spoken to by Bro. H. Robinson. 
E. C. Brand and J. R. Lambert moved as 
an amendment, that all parties interested 
be instructed to appear before the com
mittee, and throw all possible light upon 
the case. Bro.J. H. Lake and G. Hicklin, 
moved as a further amendment, that the 
committee consist of five, and be appointed 
by the body. Amendment to the amend
ment put to vote and prevailed. Amend-

THE·SAINTS' HERA D. 
---~----------- ------------~---·--····--~-

ment as amended put to vote and pre\·ailed. 
Motion as amended was put to vote and 
prevailed. On separate motions the fol
lowing committee were appointed: A. 
Patterson, F. M. Sheehy and John Gilbert, 
C. A. Beebe and H. Robinson. 

Letter of Secretary of State read: 
Departmeut of State, 

VVAsllINGTON, April '1-th, 188:). 

MESSRS. ,JOSEPH SMITH AND z. H. GURI;BY, 

Committee, &c., Lamoni, Iowa 

GENTLEwIEN:-I have to acknowledge your 
communication of the 22d of February last, in re
gard to a circular letter issu.;d by the Honorable 
W. M. Evarts when Secretary of State, to the 
diplomatic agents of this country abroad, re
questing Foreign Governments to di:scriminate 
against the emigration of Mormon converts to 
the United States, and you ask that a distinction 
be mad.; between the polygamous Mormons of 
Utah and the non-polygamous Mormons of the 
reformed church to which you belong. 

In reply I have to state that Mr. Evarts' circu
lar was directed against polygamy, and intended 
to warn those persons abroad who emigrated to 
this counti"y for the purpose of joining poly
gamous con1m Lmities, that they would thereby 
expose them"''! ves to 1.he operation of lhc penal 
laws of the l;nited States. 

It is contrary to the practice of this Govern
ment to give by cin:ular, as is proposed, any 
sanction or endorsement of a specific form of be· 
lief. It is for the agent>; of any religion to make 
known its character. Law abiding immigrants 
are secure against interference. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

FREDK. T. FRELll';C;HUYSES. 

Ou motion it was received and spread 
upon the minutes, and that the Secretary 
of Cot]ference furnish the same to the 
press reporter. 

Report of High Priest's Quorum read: 
·we hereby mo8l respectfully ask your honor

able body that Elder Elijah Banta be ordaineci 
into the High Priests' Quorum at this Confer
ence. 

\Ve also most respectfully prcscnl and recom
mend Bro. 'Vm. B. Smith of our Quorum for 
active sen-ice in the ministry, as he desires to act 
thus in his office. 

\Ve further wish to have published in the 
Herald this notice, that all the members of this 
Quorum be and are hereby requested to report 
by letter, on or before the rst March of each 
year, to the President of this Quorum. 

CHAS. DERRY, president. 

Moved, That the report be received and 
spread upon the minutes. 

Closed by singing "All hail the power 
of Jesus' name." Benediction by Bro. B. 
V. Springer. 

Preaching in the evening by Elder J. 
F. McDowell, assisted by G. T. Griffiths. 
Prayer offered by C. Scott. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 13TH. 

The morning prayer meeting was in 
charge of Brn. George H. Hilliard and 
R. Etzenhouser. The forenoon preat'h-

ing was by President Joseph Smith upon 
the sacredness of the marriage covenant. 

Business was resumed in the afternoon. 
Opened by singing "Come, let ns anew." 
Prayer offered by Elder John Chisnall. 

Moved by Brn. John Gilbert and H. 
Kemp, That at their request the commit
tee on appeals be released; prevailed. 

Report of the Quorum of Seventies 
read as follows: 

Have held three sessions. There are forty 
membern in good standing. Twenty-one lun·e 
been and are under General Conference appoint
ment; nineteen, with few exceptions, are engag
ed locally in ministerial duties. The name of E. 
C. \Vildermnth was dropped from the quorui11. 
Memorial resolutions were drafted relative to de
cease of Bro. C. N. Brown, and will be published. 

A. repoi t of Elders' meeting read as 
follows: 

A meeting of all the Elders was held, at which 
the following resolutions were adopted: 

(i.),That we as brethren in Christ, discounte· 
nance the use of unbecoming language, light 
speeches, jesting, or mimicking the foolishne5s 
of the vwrld, either in act or word. 

(2.) That we ask the prayers of all the Saints 
in behalf of those Elders who are addicted to the 
use of tobacco, that God will give them wisdom 
to overcome the habit. 

Brn. \V. vV. Blair, Charles Derry and 
John Hawley, the committee on Re-union 
Meetings reported: 

The committee to .. whom was committed the 
. papers in respect to Re-union J\'1eetings by the 
Church, beg leave to report that they respect
fully recommend that this conference advise 
that mission and district authorities arrange for 
such re-unions for religious services, when a-11d 
where it may be by them deemed best. 

Moved by llrn. G. H. Billiards and G. 
T. Griffiths, That the report be approved. 
Motion prevailed and the committee was 
discharged. Report from the Quorum of 
Twelve was re~d : 

REPORT OF QFORt:M OF TWELVE ON 

MISSION APPOINTMEXTS. 

To tlze Elders and brethren in the Co11ferencc,-·· 
Greeting: We respectfully submit for your con
sideration, the following names and fields of 
labor, and ask your approval:--

r. vV. \V. Blair: to be sustained in charge of 
Rocky Mountain Mission. 

2. The Chicago Mission to be continued, and 
Bro. J. R. Lambert to take charge, with the ad
dition of Northern Illinois. 

3. E. C. Briggs: Iowa, Minnesota, and Wis
consin. 

4. T. \V. Smith: Southern Illinois and South
ern Indiana. 

5. \V: H. Kelley: Michigan, Northern Indiana, 
Northern Ohio, \Vestern New York, and \Vestern 
Pennsylvania. 

6. J. H. Lake:' Dominion of Canada. 
7. Josiah Ells: Ohio, Virghlia, West Virginia, 

and Pennsylvania. 
8. A. H. Smith: Missouri and Kansas. 
9. Z. H. Gurley: present field, with New Eng

land added. 
10. James Caffall: Nebraska and Colorado. 
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Ir. Gland Rodger: California and Nevada. 
r 2. M. T. Short: Eastern Iowa and Illinois 

adjacent. 
13. \V. T. Bozarth: pref'ent field, under Bro. 

A.H. Smith. 
14. E. C. Brand: present field, with the priv

elege to go to Rocky Mountain Mission, if re
quested by Elder in charge. 

15. B. V. Springer: St. Louis District and 
Arkansas. 

16. J. F. McDowell: Iowa ancl ~·orthern 

Illinois. 
17. GT. Grift'lt11s: Ohio, \Vest Virginia and 

\Vest Pennsylvania. 
18. Heman C. Smith: pre":nt field. 
19. J. C. Foss: referred to A. l I. Smith for ap

pointment of labor. 
20. Isaac Bogue: under diredion of \V. H. 

Kelley. 
21. George :\.. Montague: present field. 
n. J. F. Min tun: present field. 
"3· J. T. Davis: present field and the Indian 

'I'erri tory. 
24. Duncan Campbell: under the direction of 

W. H. Kelley. 
25. I. N. I<ober1·s: nndC'r the direction of A. 

H. Smith. 
26. \Villiam B. Smith: Iowa ;md 1 llinois. 
27. Carles Derry: present field. 
28. J. F. Burton: present field. 
29. A. J. Cato: South-Western Mission, under 

H. C. Smith. 
30. John Gilbert; New England Jl'fission. 
3r. F. M. Sheehy: ::\ew England Mission. 
32. Hans N. Hansen: present field. 
33. George l Iicklin: Missouri and Kansas un

der A. H. Smith. 
34: Gordon E. Deuel and J. ll. Meniam re-

le-ased from Canada Mission. 
35. Frank P. Scarcliffe: present field. 
36. Henry Kemp: South \Vestern Iowa. 
37. Hiram Robinson: under Bro. J. Ells. 
38. Temme Henderks: to labor under A. H. 

Smith, among the Germans. 
39. Samuel Brown: Canada, under J. II. Lake. 
40. James A. Mcintosh: present field. 
4L Peter ".'i. Brix: Scandanavian Mission. 
42. Thomas Taylor: sustained in charge Eng

lish Mission. 
43. Thomas Jen kins: sustained in charge of 

·welsh Mission. 

R. J. Anthony, J. S. Patteroon, Columbus Scott, 
Joseph Luff, E. JI. Gurley, R. M. Elvin, JI. C. 
Bronson, deferred for consultation with them. 
Several other names not yet reached. 

Moved by E. L. Kelley and G. S. Yer
ington, That the report be receiYed, adopt
ed, and the recommendations be concurred 
in. Moved by E. C. Brand and J. R. 
Lambert, That the report he taken up item 
by item. Spoken to by \V. H. Kelley, C. 
Derry, J. F. McDowell and J. R. Lam
bert. Put to vote and prevailed. 

Clause I was on motion adopted. 
Clause 2 was moved by G. T. Griffiths 

and G. IL Hilliard, That vve adopt the 
recommendation. 

The President pre~entrd a preamble and 
resolution from Northern Illinois District: 

\Ve, the undersigned representati\'es of the 
Northern Illinois District having bC'en instructed 
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by our constituents, present to you the following 
preamble and resolution adopted at a conference 
of said district, held at Mission, LaSalle county, 
Illinois, October 21st and 22d, 1882. Trusting 
that you may give them your early consideration. 

Report of Committee on Chicago Branch. To 
the Northern Illinois District of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in conference 
assembled, greeting: \Ve your committee appoint
ed to draft preamble and resolutions, regarding 
the action of General Conference in deciding that 
the Chicago Branch was not connected with the 
Northern Illinois District beg leave to suggest, 
that the following preamble ancl resolution be 
presented to the Church at their next April 
Conference: 

\Vhereas, we learn from the report of our del
egate to General Conference and also by minutes 
of General Conference as published in Saints' 
llerald, that General Conference has declared 
that the Chicago Branch is not connected with 
the :"\orthern Illinois District, notwithstanding 
the fact that the said Chicago Branch was form
erly turned over to the Xorthern Illinois di>trict; 
at a conference in Streator, in the fall of 1880, b}' 
M. H. Forscutt, the missionary then in charge 
at Chicago, and has reported at every district 
conference since that time. 

And, \Vhereas, by the action of General Con
ference in this matter the Chicago Branch has 
been severed from the Northern Illinois District, 
without the district having any voice in the mat
ter, Therefore, 

Resolved: That "·e the Northern Illinois Dis
trict in conference assembled herewith ente.r our 
protest against this action of General Conference, 
and respectfully ask the Church at their next 
Spring Annual Conference, to reconsider their 
action in this matter, and correct the mistake 
which we believe they have made. 

Our instruction to present the above is found 
in the following resolution, passed at a District 
Conference held at Sandwich, DeKalb county, 
Illinois, February 17th and r8th, 1883. 

Resolved, That our delegates are hereby in
structed to carry out the spirit of the resolution 
adopted at our last conference, in regard to the 
Chicago Branch being a part of the Northern 
Illinois District, 

F. G. Pitt, John S. Patterson. 

Spoken to by Bro. Z. H. Gurley, who 
with Bro. E. L. Kelley, moved that the 
preamble and resolution be laid upon the 
table. Spoken upon by F. G. Pitt andJ. 
S. Patterson; and being put to vote, pre
vail.ed. l'vlotion to adopt the recommenda
tion of the Twelve was 1>poken to by J. S. 
Patterson, M. T. Short, A. \V. GloYer, C. 
Scott, E. C. Brand, \V. H. Kelley, J. H. 
Lake, T. J. Kinnaman, F. G. Pitt, Z. H. 
Gurley, J. Hawley and J. R. Lambert. 
Previous question was then moved, but the 
assembly .not being favorable, it was lost. 
Brn. F. G. Pitt and J. Hawley moved as 
a substitute: 

Resolved, That the Mission in Chicago be dis
continued, and that Bro. Lambert be appointed 
to labor in Chicago and Northern Illinois." 

Spoken to by Alex. H. Smith, E. L. 
Kelley, E. Robinson, J. S. Patterson, Z. 
H. Gurley, J. H. Lake, F. G. Pitt and W. 

H. Kelley. The vote on this substitute 
was ordered by the previous question, and 
on being put to vote was lost. The mo
tion to adopt was then put to vote and pre
vailecl. 

On separate motions, clauses 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, I r, 1 2, 1 3, 14 and r 5 were adop
ted. Clause 16 was on motion deferred. 
Clause 17 was adopted. Clause 18 was 
moved to adopt. A motion to defer was 
lost, and the motion fo adopt prevailed. 
Clauses I 9 and 20 were adopted on separ
ate motions. Clause 21 was moved to 
adopt, and was amended by adding the 
words, "Indian Territory," in which form 
it prevailed. Clauses 22, 23, 24, 25 and 
26 were on separate motions adopted. 
Clause 27; moved to adopt. A substitute 
w:.is moved, That the field of labor he this 
portfon of Ohio. :Moved as an amendment, 
to strike out the words Dakota and Minne
sota. Amendment put to vote and pre
vailed l\f otion as amended put to vote 
and prevailed. Clause 28; moved to adopt. 
An. amendment was moved to add l\faine. 
Spoken to l~y Z. H. Gurley, \V. W. Blair, 
A. W. Glover, T. \V. Smith and G. S. 
Y errington. Amendment put to vote and 
lost. Motion to adopt prentikd. Clauses 
2 9, 3o, 3 I' 32 ' 33• 34, 35, 36, 37' 38, 39, 40, 
41, 42 and 43, were adopted on Sl'paratc 
motions. Clause 22 reconsidered and de
ferred. 

It was ordered by vote that the assem
bly meet for prayer on Sabbath morning 
at eight o'clock, and that the Sacrament be 
administered at nine. Closed by singing 
"Guide us, O, thou Great Jehovah." Ben
ediction by President W. \V. Blair. 

Preaching in the eveniug; by Elders 
\V m. B. Smith and E. Robinson. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14TH. 

The morning prayer meeting was in 
charge of Brn. F. G. Pitt and \V. M. 
Rumel. 

Preaching in the forenoon hy Elder J. 
H. Lake, as,i,ted by Elder C. Sc«>tt. 

Afternoon session. Business was re-
sumed at half-past one. Opened hy >-ing
ing, "Come, thou fount of evny blessing." 
Prayer offered by Pres. \V. W. Blair. 
Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 

Committee on petitibn from Chicago 
reported: 

'Ve your committee to whom was referred the 
petition purporting to be sent from members of 
the· First Chicago Branch, hereby report that 
after hearing the evidence, the petitioners with
drew their· case, and made admissions which 
clearly exhonerate the missionaries. 

A. Patterson, F. M. Sheehy, H. Robinson, 
C. A. Beebe, and J. Gilbert. 

Moved by G. H. Hilliard and J. T. Kin-

www.LatterDayTruth.org



286 

naman, That the report he adopted, and 
the committee discharged, which motion 
prevailed. 

Recommendation by the High Priests' 
Quorum for the ordination of Bro. Elijah 
Banta as a High PrJest was presented, and 
it was moved by Brn. J. S. Patterson and 
C. A. Beebe, That the recommendation be 
adopted, and that he be so ordained. 

Spoken to by E. C. Brand, vV. H. 
Kelley, Josiah Ells, M. T. Short, G. H. 
Fiilliard, J. S. Patterson, and being put to 
vote was lost. 

The following places were named for 
the holding the April conference for 1884: 
Stewartsville, Kirtland, Independence, 
Philadelphia, Galland's Grove, Plano, 
London, Ont San Francisco, San Antonia, 
Nfobile, Boston, Coldwater, St. Louis, and 
Chicago; when the assembly made choice 
of Stewartsville, Missouri, the highest 
number of votes being cast for that place. 

An additional report from the Quorum 
of TwelYe was presented: 

r. James Caffall: present field. 
2. Columbus Scott: to lator uncler direction of 

W. H. Kelley. 
3. Joseph Luff: sustained in present field, sub

ject to understanding with the Bishopric. 
. + J. F. Mintun: to labor in Nebraska, if he 
and the Bishopric can arrange for his sustenance. 

S· J. S. Patterson: to be released from present 
field, and appointed to labor in \Visconsin. 

6. R. M. Elvin: present field. 
7. J. F. McDowell: Ohio and Pc,nnRylvania, 

under those in charge. 
8. H. C. Brunson: present field, with Eastern 

Iowa. 
9. Gordon E. Deuel: Canada. 
ro. E. I-I. Gurley: Canada. 
Ir. George S. Yerrington: referred to local 

authorities. 
12. J. T. Kinnaman: to labor under direction 

of A. I-I. Smith. 
13. J. H. Merriam: to labor nnJer direction of 

A. IL Smith. -
14. Harbert Scott: present field. 
15. George S. Hyde: Nebraska. 
16. M. H. Bone!: under Z. II. Gurley, in East

ern field. 
17. Moses R. Scolt: Southern Indiana; to enter 

the field at once, if he can come, to understanding 
with the Bishopric. 

rS. Joshua Armstrong: Nebraska. 
19. J. M. Carpenter: referred to District Con

ference, with recommendation for appointment. 
20. Rudolph Etzenhouser: present field. Rec

ommended to this hody for ordination to the 
Eldership. 

Resolution passed in Quorum of Twell·e to 
which the notice of Conference is called. 

Resolved, 'fhat the Quorum of the 1'welvc he 
requested to meet at least ten days prior to the 
sitting of the 11ext Spring Conference, at the place 
appointed for its meeting; and further, that the 
appointees of the conference be requested to re· 
port to the secretary of the Quorum of Twelve 
in time to allow action in their se\·eral cases. 

T. vV: ~hHTH, Srr. q/ !f!_u01w11, 
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Clauses r, 2, 3, and 4, were upon separate 
motions adopted. Clause S was read, and 

it was moved to adopt, which was spoken 
to by J. S. Patterson, A. H. Smith, E. C. 
Brand, C. Derry, and E. C. Briggs. Ilrn. 
C. Derry and E. C. Brand moved to sub
stitute, That Bro. J. S. Patterson he priv
ileged to labor in Northern Illinois. Put 
to vote and lost. J\1otion to adopt put to 
vote and prevailed. Clauses 7, 8, 9, 10, 

II, rz, 13, r4, r5, 16, 17, 18, were read, 
and on separate motions, adopted. Clause 
19 was read, and it was moved to adopt. 
This was, after several motions to substitute 
and amend c:lrried, with the amendment 
that he he ordained to the office of Ehler. 
Clause 20 read, and on motion adopted. 
On motion, Bro. Joseph P. Knox ·was 
appointed a m1ss1011 in Pennsylv;111ia. 
Clause 6 was read and adopted. On 
motion Bro. R. J. Anthony was sustained 
in his present field. 

It was then moved that the recommend
ations of the Quorum of Twelve he adopt
ed as a whole. J'Vfotion put to vote and 
prevailed. 

Bishop George A Blakeslee nominated 
Bro. Elijah Banta as a member of the 
Board of Publication, to fill vacancy caus
ed by resignation of Bro. YV. H. Curwen. 

Moved by Z. H. Gurley and J. H. Lake, 
That the nomination of Bro. Elijah Banta 
as a member of the Board of Publication 
be confirmed. Spoken to by E. Banta, 
E. L. Kelley, J. S. Patterson and G .. A. 
Blakeslee, when it was put to vote and 
prevailed. 

On separate motions the following mem
bers of the Board of Publication were sus
tained: Geo. A. Blakeslee, Joseph Smith, 
P. Cadwell, vV. \V. Blair. 

Moved by J. T. Kinnaman and P. Cad
well, That this body request the members 
desiring the Tune Book to send their 
names to the President of the Church. 
Spoken to by J. T. Kinnaman, Z. H. Gur
ley, G. S. Yerrington and E. C. Brand. 
Brn. Z. H. Gurley and J. Gilbert moyed 
as a substitute, That the committee on 
Tune Book report to the next General 
Conference the style, size, and probable 
cost of the book, together with names of 
hymns proposed to be inserted, for ap
proval or disapproval of the body. Spo· 
ken to by Z. H. Gurley, J. T. Kinnaman 
and Charles Derry. Substitute 1'mt upon 
it passage and lost. Bro. Z. H. Gurley 

asked for the yeas and nays. 
YEAS.-DISTR:tcTS. 

Independence 1G Philadelphia 8 
EX 0Ji1FICIO. 

E. C. Briggs W. H. Kelley A.H. Hmith 
Z. H. Gnrley Jas. Brighonse ,LA. Stewart 
t. W. Torance. ·-Total yeaB 3\ 

5 orthorn Ulinois -H 
Califomia 25 
Sontheastt~rn "Illinois 1j' 
Kawanee 2!J 

Pittsburg 1!l 
Little Sioux 38 
:IHichigan and N. Inc1inna :}:' 
}fassachnsettR 84 

Florida 29 
London, Outnrio :it 
Kent antl Elgin 
Fremont 25 
Far \V cs t :J'.l 
Nevada B 
Texas Central 8 

St. Louis 
Northern Nehr1tslrn rn 
Des Moines 18 
Pottawottamic 2i 
Sou thcru N c braska '2:{ 
)[ontana 5 
Decatur 5~~ 

:Eastern Iowa 10 Utah 2? 
Southcustern Ohio & West Malad 4 

Virginia 9 :Xauvoo ancl String Pt'.lirie ~l 
Gallands Grove 8!1 Chicago Branch 5 

.Joseph Bin ith 
T. W. Smith 
J. F. :McDowell 
G. 'l\ Griffiths 
H. C. Smith 
D.R. Mills 
P. Ctuhvell 
C. A. Beel)e 
P. P. Scarclif 
M. IL Bont! 
H. C. Brnnson 
F. d'I. Sheehy 
II. Robinson 
E. Banta 
V-1. rrurner 
T. Mathews 
'l1. ,J, Beatty 

EX OFFICIO 
IV. W. Blair J. IL Lakt' 
;) . H. Lambe1·t E. C. Brand 
J\L rr. Short C. Bcott 
W. 'I'. Bozarth ,J. S. Patterson 
C. Derry 0. A. Blakeslee 
I<. Robinson W. B. Smith 
J. Parsons F. 0. Pitt 
G. E. Deuel (Xco. Hicklin 
O. S. Yerrington Geo. II, Hillin1·~1 
R. l'YI. Elvin II. Kemp 
,J". T. Kinnaman John Gilbert 
B. F. Durfee J .• J. Hawley 
B. Corless ,J .F. Knox 
,T. Chisnall L. R. DovoTe 
W. iYI. Rumel Vvm: LewiH 
H .. ~J. Benjan1in J\1. S. 8ntton 
Joel Allen.-rrotn.l nays G7:1 

Moved as an amendment, That the 
Board of Publication be instructed to pub
lish the Tune Book this year. Amend
ment was put to vote and lost. :tvfotion 
put upon its passage and prevailed. 
Moved by T. \V. Smith and F C . 
Briggs: 

Resolved, That we request lhe Board 0£ Pub
lication to issue in tract form, as soon as practi
cable, the reply of the Editor of Ilerald to the 
pamphlet of Rev. R. Patterson of Pittsburg, Pa., 
on the origin of the Book of Mormon. 

Motion put to vote and prevailed. 
Motion adopted that the letter of Secre

tary of State be published for the use of 
the Elders. 

On motion, the First Presidency wa~ 
sustained. 

On separate rnotions the Quorum of the 
Twelve were sustained in the following 
order: Alex. H. Smith, E. C. Briggs, Z. 
H. Gurley, T. vV. Smith, J. R. Lambert, 
Josiah Ells, J. H. Lake, J. \V. Briggs, 
\V m. IL Kelley. 

On motion the Bishopric: Brn. George 
A. Blakeslee, E. L. Kelley and Elijah 
Banta were sustained. 

On separate motions the Quorum of 
Seventie8, High Priests, Elders and nnen
rolled eklership, First Quorum of Priests, 
the Teachers, and Dea~ons, were severally 
sustained. 

On motion the Church Seeretaf·y and 
Recorder was sustained. 

On motion the Church Librai·ian, Bro. 
J obn Scott, vlas .. sustained. 

On motion a vote was extended to the 
Commissary conlmittce, which was amend
ed, that the vote be exten<led after the 
committee had settled >Vith the Bishopric; 
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and it was ordered that the names of com
mittee Brn. vV. H. Kelley and Z. II. Gur
ley appear in said vote of thanks. 

On motion a vote of thanks was tender
ed to the citizens of Kirtland and vicinity 
for their kinclness to the brethren during 
the sitting of the conference. 

On motion the committee on repairs on 
the Temple were continued. 

Closed by singing, "Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow." Benediction by 
President Joseph Smith. 

SUNDAY, APRIL I)Til. 

At eight o'clock the Saints came togeth
er for prayer service, in charge of Brn. P. 
Ca(hvell and C. A. Beebe. At nine o'clock 
the Sacrament was atl~l;'linistered by Bishop 
G. A. Blakeslee, assisted by E. L. Krlley 
and E. Banta; Priests R. Etzcnhouser, A. 
vV. Glover and C. D. Seeley, passed the 
emblems to the congregation. 

A child was hlesse<l by J. H. Lake and 
Alex. II. Smith. 

Bro. Rudolph Et;;:enhouser was ordain
ed to the office of an Elder, under the 
hands of Elders Joseph R. Lambert and 
Zcnas II. Gurley. 

Preaching service was opened hy sing
ing, "The morning breaks, the shadows 
flee." Prnver \Vas offered hy Elder 
G. II. Hilliard. Choir sung, "vVe come 
with joy the trnth to teach you." Preach
ing by Elder vV. H. Kelley. Text: Acts 

i6:30, 31. The house was filled, and the 
sermon was an able defense of the faith. 
Closed by singing, "Let Zion in her 
beauty rise." Benediction by Elder G. H. 
Hilliard. 

The afternoon service was opened by 
singing, "Once more we come hefore onr 
God." Prayer was offered hy Elder 
\-Vm. B. Smith. Preaching by Pres. 
Joseph Smith, upon spiritua! things, to a 
house packed foll. Closed hy singing, 
"There is a land immortal." Benediction 
hy the President. 

The evening meeting \Vas opened hy 
singing·, "Praise ye the Lord! 'tis good to 
raise." Prayer was offered by Elder 
Josiah Ells. Choir sung, "A calm and 
gentle quiet reigns to-night." Elder Z. 
H. Gurley preached from the text, "Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." The house was nearly 
foll, notwithstanding '·'April showers" 
were refreshing the e~rth. 

Brn. R. Etzenhouser, John lVIorgan and 
A. vV. Glover, were appointed hy Pres. 
Joseph Smith to assist Brn. S. Brown and 
Wm. Rumel, as \Jshers, and were faithful to 
their ilutiPs, their nanws do not appear 
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elsewhere through omission which was 
unintentional. 

Resolved, That conference do now ad
journ, to meet at the place appointed, 
April 6th, 1884, at half-past kn o'clock. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the 
ushers. Closed by singing, "Home! home 
shineth before us." Benediction by Elclcr 
Z. H. Gurley. 

One person arose for baptism. 
JosEPH SMITH, I P·· •· 1 , 
\V. vV. BLAIR. ) 'eoic en •. s. 

E. L. KELLEY, ~ 
Row'.'· ~L ELVIN, Secretaries. 
H. c. SMITH, 

~No Credit for moneys received on subscription will 
appear on the Colored Address Label of the Herald and 
Hope for this issue, as no changes have heen made, ex
cept in case of persons desiring a change in P.O. uddrcss. 

POTTAWATTAMIE DISTRICT. 
Conference was held at Council Bluffs, Iowa, 

Fcbniary 24th and 25th, 1883. John JI. Hansen 
president, K. JI. Hansen clerk pro !em. 

Statistical l~eports of Branches.~Council 

Blufti; r37 member;;; Crescent City 74 'members; 
since last report I baptized, 2 recein'cl by letter, 
2 received hy vote. North Star 61 members; 
since last report I received by letter, 2 removed, 
I died. vVeston (Scandinavian) 2! members. 

Spiritual condition of branches was reported 
fiy Elders C. A. Beebe the Council Bluffs, John 
F. Drabis the Weston, E. C. Briggs the \\'heeler's 
Grove, K. IT. Hansen the North Star. 

Elders IIenry Palmer, Lewis Davis, E. C. 
Briggs, John F. Drnbis, \Vm. Gess, and Priest 
P. Anderson, reported. 

District Treasurer, L. Davis repOJ"ted that he 
had $17.15 on hand. Bro. D:wis wasreka"'d as 
T'rcasurer. 

Bro. Andrew Hall, Bishop's Agent, reported 
that he had on hand from last rqnrt $5.38, re
ceived in tithing and offerings ~p25; paid to Sister 

James Caffall $3r, paid to John Thmnas $.\; 
Church Dr. t~ Agent $4-62· 

Bro. C. A. Beebe was appointed delegate to the 
Spring Conference, and the $17.15 that the Dis
trict Treasurer reported in hand was voted to go 
towards defraying the expenses of sending him, 
and a collection was taken np, amounting to 
$7..:t.S, for the same purpose; the branches in the 
district were requested to take np collectiorn; for 
thc."ime purpose, and report to Andrew Hall. 

Bro. Thomas Chatlmrn, who was requested by 
last conference to Yisit Reno, in Cass county, re
ported that he had not yet l>een there, def'ired to 
h2 continued BO as to giYe n ''satisfar::tory report;'' 
he was therefore continued. 

vVhereas, at the conference of this district held 
last JVIay, a resolution -was adopted asking Bro. 
Joseph Smith to resign the Editorship of the 
Ilerald, that he might devote more of his time to 
preaching. 

And whereas, our delegates to the Fall Con
ference were instructed not to present the same 
in consequence of the llera!d ha Ying refused to 
publish the notice of: the resolution at the request 
of the district. 

Ancl whereas, it has sinc-e hecn brought to the 

notice of the Church in various ways; therefore, 
be it 

Rcsoh·ed, That our delegate to General Con
ference be and is hereby instructed to present to 
the conference the resolution passed last l\1ay, 
asking the Edilor of the IIerald to resign, and if 
possible obtain a favorable vote thereon. And 
he is especially instructed to oppose its being re· 
ferred to the Board of Publication, as that is the 
body ... ~hich has hired him. 

Resolved, that the General Conference be re
quested to provide an efficient minister to labor 
at Council Bluffs. 

Bro. P. Anderson was continued in !iis mission. 
Bro. Frederick Hansen was sustained as clerk. 
Bro. Andrew .Jlall \Yas sustained as Dishop'8 
Agent. Bro. C. A. Beebe wns elected president 
for the next three months. 

Conference adjourned to nwet at Crescent 
City, Iowa, on the last Saturday of i\Tay, 1883, at 
half-past ten o'clock. 

'rVESTERN \\TISCO?\SIN DISTRICT. 

A conference \\'as held at North Freedom, 
Sauk county, \Visconsin, January 20th, and 21st, 
1883. A. L. \Vhiteaker president, \V. A. Mc
Dowell derk. 

?vJinutes of la:-;t C'Onft~rence read: rff1e et'rOl'M 

in the report of the Englie<h German Freedom 
Branch were corrected, and report accepted. 

Branch Reports.·- -English German Freedom 
Branch consi!"ts of 38 members; including 3 
Elders, 2 Priests, 2 Teachers, and r Deacon; 2 

removed, and 2 received by letter, 1 married. J. 
L. Pride and Cora vVildermuth virtually belong 
to the branch, but their names do not appf'ar on 
the record, wliich if they did, would make the 
branch number 40, and Elders 4. Excelsior, I 1 

members; including I Elder, 1 Priest, 1 Teacher, 
I Deacon; 2 removed by letter. \Vheatville 14 
members; including 3 Elders and I Teacher; 2 

removed and I received. Spiritual condition of 
the branches good. 

E'lders Reports.--A. L. \Vhiteaker had preached 
'a number of times; F. M. Cooper, said he had 
spoke in all twenty-five times since l8st report; 

A. V. Closson, F'. Hackett preached a number 
of times, and had furnished a piace for the Saints 
to hold meetings in to the amount of $18,00, re-· 
ported·; J. \Y. Whiteaker, S. H. Whiteaker, 
Priests vV. A. McDowell, and J. Qi1andt, report
ed. Teacher J. \V. \Vhiteaker reported. 

)3ishop's Agent, A. Y. Closson, reported: Re· 
ceived September 23d, 1882, $r6; paid out $9.so; 
on hand $6.50. 

\V c your commil:t<'t' in the case of Bro. J. 
Altizer report as follows: That according to the 
evidence that we can get in his c-ase, and accord
ing to his request, we recommend that his name 
be dropped from the church reconl. RPport re-· 
ceivcd, and con1111ittce dbcharged. 

Resolved, That this conference consider tlw 
necessity and practicability of sending a delegate 
lo attend General Conference. On being put 'to 
vote it was lost. 

Resolved, That we sustain A. L. \Vhiteaker as 
pre.sident arnl traveling Elder of the district, 
with our means and prayers, also vV. A. Mc· 
Dowell as clerk of the district. 

Resolved, That \V. J\. McDowell be ordained 
to the office of an Elder at this conference, being 
called by the Spirit of prophesy and revelation to 
that office. 'This prevailed and he was ordained 
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